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1 John 1:7 but if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we have
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all
sin. (NASB: Lockman)

Greek: ean de en to photi peripatomen (1PPAS) os autos estin (3SPAI)
en to photi, koinonian echomen (1PPAI) met' allelon kai to haima Iesou
tou huiou autou katharizei (3SPAI) hemas apo pases hamartias.
Ampliﬁed: But if we [really] are living and walking in the Light, as He
[Himself] is in the Light, we have [true, unbroken] fellowship with one
another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses (removes) us
from all sin and guilt [keeps us cleansed from sin in all its forms and
manifestations]. (Ampliﬁed Bible - Lockman)
ESV: But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship
with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all
sin. (ESVBible.org)
KJV: But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship
one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us
from all sin.
NLT: But if we are living in the light, as God is in the light, then we have
fellowship with each other, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, cleanses us
from all sin. (NLT - Tyndale House)
Phillips: But if we really are living in the same light in which he
eternally exists, then we have true fellowship with each other, and the
blood which his Son shed for us keeps us clean from all sin. (Phillips:
Touchstone)
Wuest: But if within the sphere of the light we are habitually ordering
our behavior as He himself is in the light, things in common and thus
fellowship we [the believer and God] are having with one another, and
the blood of Jesus His Son keeps continually cleansing us from every
sin.
Young's Literal: and if in the light we may walk, as He is in the light -we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His
Son doth cleanse us from every sin

BUT IF WE WALK IN THE LIGHT AS HE HIMSELF IS IN THE LIGHT: ean de en to
photi peripatomen (1PPAS) os autos estin (3SPAI) en to photi:

If we: 1Jn 2:9,10 Ps 56:13 89:15 97:11 Isa 2:5 Jn 12:35 Ro 13:12 Eph 5:8 2Jn 1:4 3Jn
1:4
as: 1Jn 1:5 Ps 104:2 1Ti 6:16 Jas 1:17
1 John 1 Resources

WALKING
IN THE LIGHT
But - John does an "about face", a 180 degree turn at this juncture, as he does in many of
his contrasting statements (e.g., love/hate, truth/lie, etc) in this great epistle (E.g., "but"
occurs 21x in 20v). It behooves the student (that's all of us in God's classroom of life) who
desires to learn the rewarding practice of Biblical Meditation, (e.g., see God's promises
in Joshua 1:8-note, Ps 1:2-note, Ps 1:3-note) to use these contrasting conjunctions to
pause and assess (Cp interrogate) what is being contrasted ( See Observation of
Contrasts). And remember that contrasts are not always identiﬁed with a "but" (yet, on
the other hand, etc), but may occur as clearly contrasting words, thoughts or ideas. Don't
miss them, as they are very useful "clues" as to what the writer is trying to say. So what is
the contrast in this verse?
John is obviously contrasting two walks, two lifestyles and ultimately two eternal destinies!
The walk in the darkness versus the walk in the light. In 1John 1:6 one merely claims to
have fellowship with God, but in 1John 1:7 one demonstrates the reality of his profession
by the righteousness of his practice.
John Stott notes that…
The error having been refuted ( Ed: in 1Jn 1:6), John now aﬃrms a
complementary truth. He has shown the consequence of walking in
darkness; he now describes what happens if we walk in the light. (The
Letters of John Tyndale NT Commentaries)
John Phillips alliterates 1John 1:6-7 as…
The Darkness Exposed - 1John 1:6
The Darkness Expelled - 1John 1:7
If (1437) (ean) is a preposition which serves to identify what is referred to in Greek as a
third class conditional clause. It means "(If)… and it may be true or may not be true ."
There is a supposition (something that is supposed) where the reality of the issue is
uncertain. A conditional clause in Greek is formed by combining a preposition with a
certain verb mood. In this case ean is combined with the subjunctive mood of walk
(peripateo) which is the mood of probability which implies uncertainty.
Harris sees this "if" statement as…
a “counter-claim” of the author, followed by a positive apodosis which

reﬂects the implications of the author’s (apostolic) teaching in contrast
to the teaching of the opponents. If we understand these statements to
refer to initial justiﬁcation, the force of the conditional construction in
the apodosis (“if we walk in the light”) would make one’s justiﬁcation
contingent upon one’s deeds or behavior, and this comes perilously
close to making one’s salvation depend (at least in part) upon one’s
good works. This would, of course, contradict the Pauline emphasis
(Rom 5:1, Gal 2:16, Eph 2:8–10, etc.) on justiﬁcation by faith alone,
apart from works… It seems almost certain that “walk in the light”
refers here to what one does after one has “come to the light,” that is,
to the process of sanctiﬁcation.
As Wuest says
Now John supposes another case, that of a person walking in the
sphere of the light which God is and in which He dwells.
John Stott points out that…
The symmetry of these seven verses (1Jn 1:6-2:2) is evident. John
repeats the same pattern three times. First, he introduces the false
teaching with the words if we claim. Next, he contradicts it with an
unequivocal we lie or a similar expression. Finally, he makes a positive
and true statement corresponding to the error he has refuted, but if we
…, although in the last of the three examples the ending is diﬀerent (cf.
1Jn 1:7, 9 with 1Jn 2:1–2). (Ibid)

WHAT IS A
WALK IN THE LIGHT?
We walk (4043)(peripateo from peri = about, around + pateo = walk, tread) means
literally to walk around, to go here and there in walking, to tread all around. The 39 uses in
the Gospels refer to literal walking. Seven of the 8 uses in Acts are also in the literal sense
(except Acts 21:21). Paul uses peripateo only in the metaphorical sense referring to the
conduct of one's life, the ordering of one's moral/ethical behavior (cf. Eph 4:1-note, Eph
4:17-note; Eph 5:2-note, Eph 5:15-note). Clearly John is using peripateo in the ﬁgurative
sense (See similar uses by John = 1Jn 2:6, 11; 2 John 4, 6; 3 John 3, 4; Rev 21:24-note; John
8:12). Peripateo in 1Jn 1:7 is in the present tense which pictures these individuals as
continually, habitually living in the light, where light in context is not physical light (like
light of day) but the moral, ethical aspect of light as signiﬁed by He Himself is in the
light (cp "God is light" 1Jn 1:5-note)
Wuest emphasizes that…
It is the habitual actions of a person that are an index to his character.
This is a Christian, for only Christians are able to walk in the light
that God is and in which He dwells.

Spurgeon explaining the Biblical concept of walking…
The Christian life is described as walking, which implies activity.
Christian life feeds upon contemplation, but it displays itself in action.
Fellowship with God necessitates action, since to be with God, we must
“walk with God.” The living God is not inactive, motionless, aimless.
“My Father,” says Jesus, “works hitherto, and I work.” Chieﬂy in the
character of active workers or in that of willing suﬀerers we must
maintain fellowship with God. Walking implies activity, but it must be of
a continuous kind. Neither this step, nor that, nor the next, can make a
walk. We must be moving onward and onward and remain in that
exercise,

or

we

cease

from

walking.

Holy

walking

includes

perseverance in obedience and continuance in service. Not he that
begins, but he that continues is the true Christian. Final perseverance
enters into the very essence of the Believer’s life—the true pilgrims of
Zion go from strength to strength…
I fear I have scarcely brought out the fullness of the meaning. They that
are in the Light will know what I mean. Those who are in darkness
cannot imagine what life in the Light of God must be. (The Child of
Light Walking in the Light)
Alfred Plummer adds that John gives us…
A further inference from the ﬁrst principle laid down in 1Jn 5 ( note):
walking in the light involves not only fellowship with God but
fellowship with the brethren. This verse takes the opposite hypothesis
to that just considered and expands it. We often ﬁnd (comp. 1Jn
1:9-note) that John while seeming to go back or repeat, really
progresses and gives us something fresh. It would have enforced 1Jn
1:6 (note), but it would have told us nothing fresh, to say ‘if we walk in
the light, and say that we have fellowship with Him, we speak the truth,
and do not lie’. And it is interesting to ﬁnd that the craving to make this
verse the exact antithesis of the preceding one has generated another
reading, ‘we have fellowship with Him’, instead of ‘with one another’.
(1 John Commentary)
Writing to the saints in Ephesus Paul tells them to not be partakers with the sons of
disobedience (Eph 5:6, 7-note) explaining…
for you were formerly darkness (the essence of darkness), but now
you

are light (the essence of light) in the Lord; walk (present

imperative = command calling for this to be the believer's lifestyle) as
children of light (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness and
righteousness and truth) (Eph 5:8-see in depth discussion of this
great passage, Eph 5:9-note)

Comment: Believers are light, partakers of the divine nature (2Peter
1:4-note). This is an incomprehensible (to me) passage. God is light
and Paul says we are light. But we are not light by ourselves as God is
light, but light only because of our covenant union with Christ the Light
of the world. Christ the hope of glory (Col 1:27-note) now indwells us
(the Spirit of Christ, Ro 8:9-note). We are new creatures in Christ.
Something of His light in a way I cannot (nor dare not try to) explain is
in us! That is the truth of the Scriptures. In light of that amazing truth,
Paul issues a command to put this truth in practice and walk as children
of light. When we walk as children of light (in the enabling power of the
indwelling Spirit of Christ), we are surely walking in the light!
In the light - "Ensphered" by light. John is saying if we live in the "atmosphere" of light.
Recall that God Himself is light! Marvin Vincent writes of "In the light , having our life in
God, who is light."
What "clue" do the following Psalms give that might facilitate a believer's walk
in the light?
Thy word is a lamp to my feet, and a light to my path. (Ps
119:105-note, cp Pr 6:23)
The unfolding of Thy words gives light; It gives understanding to the
simple. (Ps 119:130-note)
The precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; The
commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes. (Ps
19:8-note)
When we walk with the Lord in the light of His Word,
What a glory He sheds on our way!
While we do His good will, He abides with us still,
And with all who will trust and obey.
-John H Sammis
(Play this great hymn Trust and Obey)
(Vocal Version)
Although John does not speciﬁcally deﬁne in this text what it means to walk in darkness or
light, he does use the same verb "walk" (peripateo) two other times in this letter which
give us a sense of the meaning. In chapter 2 we read that…
the one who says he abides in Him (in Christ) ought himself to walk in
the same manner as He (Jesus) walked. (1Jn 2:6, cp 1Pe 2:21-note)
Clearly walking in the same manner as Jesus (the Light of the world) walked is walking in
the light. It follows that we must study the life of Jesus in the Gospels and that will give us
an excellent pattern for walking in the light.
John also writes that

The one who loves his brother abides in the light and there is no cause
for stumbling in him. But the one who hates his brother is in the
darkness and walks in the darkness, and does not know where he is
going because the darkness has blinded his eyes. (1Jn 2:10, 11)
Here we see John contrast love and hate as markers of one's walk, the one who hates his
brother being described as one who walks in the darkness. The one who abides in the
light is the one who loves his brother and who walks in the light.
Walk in the light: so shalt thou know
That fellowship of love
His Spirit only can bestow
Who reigns in light above.
--Bernard Barton
(Play the entire hymn)
John Piper explains what it means practically to walk in the light…
Walking in the light is the opposite of walking in darkness. It means seeing reality for
what it is and being controlled by desires that accord with God's light. If God is light, and
in him is no darkness at all, then he is the bright pathway to the fulﬁllment of all our
deepest longings. He is the deliverer from all dark dangers and obstacles to joy. He is
the inﬁnitely desirable One. If in His own light He shines forth as a Being of inﬁnite worth,
then He is the star of glory that we were made to admire and cherish. If God opens the
eyes of our hearts to see all that, then our desires are captured by the surpassing glory
of God over every thing that the world has to oﬀer, and we walk in the light as He is in
the light. There is a walk, there is a lifestyle, that necessarily results from the
miracle of new birth when we are given eyes to see the surpassing worth of
the light of God. First John is written to describe what that lifestyle looks like
and how it results from God's light and our new birth. (1 John 1:5-10: Let Us
Walk in the Light of God) (Bolding added)
John MacArthur explains that…
Those who walk in the Light do so because the power of God has
regenerated them. As “new creature[s]” for whom “new things have
come” (2Co 5:17), they will behave in a way that reﬂects the power of
God’s righteous life in them, just as God Himself is in the Light… The
general pattern of their day-to-day actions and attitudes will be godlike.
John Stott notes that…
John now aﬃrms a complementary truth. He has shown the
consequence of walking in darkness; he now describes what happens if
w e walk in the light. We must walk in the light of His holy selfrevelation, and in His presence, without deceit or dishonesty in our
mind or consciously tolerated sin in our conduct. ‘Walking in the

light’ describes ‘absolute sincerity … to be, so to speak, all of a piece,
to have nothing to conceal, and to make no attempt to conceal
anything’. (Ibid)
Bruce Barton writes that
To “live (walk) in the light” requires constant contact with God and no
tolerance for dishonesty, hypocrisy, or sin. Living in the light pictures a
life of complete transparency, with no attempts to conceal anything
from “the Light.” To “walk in the light” (as it is translated in NIV and
NKJV) cannot come from imitating other Christians; instead, it comes
from continuous eﬀort to take on Christ’s qualities. This involves
complete

transformation

from

within.

(Life

Application

Bible

Commentary)
Sam Storms says to walk in the light
At minimum, it refers to a desire or a yearning for truth and
righteousness in one's life. This is not sinlessness, but it does mean
that we will sin less. It is a life characterized by "a conscious sustained
endeavor to live a life in conformity with the revelation of God, who is
light" (Brooke, 15). It means living with an open heart before God,
honest and vulnerable, quick to confess and repent. (1 John 1
Sermon Notes - Excellent Resource on First John)
Johann Bengel remarks that " Imitation of God is the test of fellowship with Him ."
Alexander Maclaren on walking in the light…
In all languages, light is the natural symbol for three things:
knowledge, joy, purity. The one ray is broken into its three constituent
parts. But just as there are some surfaces which are sensitive to the
violet rays, say, of the spectrum, and not to the others, so John’s
intense moral earnestness makes him mainly sensitive to the
symbolism which makes light the expression, not so much of
knowledge or of joy, as of moral purity. And although that is not
exclusively his use of the emblem, it is predominately so, and it is so
here. To ‘walk in the light’ then; is, speaking generally, to have purity,
righteousness, goodness, as the very element and atmosphere in
which our progressive and changeful life is carried on…
So, then, the essential of a Christian character is that the light of purity
and moral goodness shall be as the very orb, in the midst of which it
stands and advances. That implies eﬀort, and it implies activity, and it
implies progress. And we are only Christians in the measure in which
the conscious activities of our daily lives, and the deepest energies of
our inward being, are bathed and saturated with this love of, and eﬀort
after, righteousness. It is vain, says John, to talk about fellowship with

God, unless the fellowship is rooted in sympathy with Him in that which
is the very heart of His Being, the perfect light of perfect holiness. Test
your Christianity by that. (1 John 1:7 Walking in the Light)
Spurgeon on what it means to walk in the light…
There is a very strong description given here-”If we walk in the light as
He is in the light.” Beloved, the thought of that dazzles me. I have tried
to look it in the face, but I cannot endure it. If we walk in the light as
God is in the light. Can we ever attain to this? Shall poor ﬂesh and
blood ever be able to walk as clearly in the light as He is Whom we call
“Our Father,” of Whom it is written “God is light, and in him is no
darkness at all.” Let us say this much, and then commend this
wonderful expression to your meditations. Certainly, this is the model
which is set before us, for the Savior Himself said, “Be ye perfect, even
as your Father who is in heaven is perfect;” (Mt 5:48-note) and if we
take anything short of absolute perfection as our model of life, we shall
certainly, even if we should attain to our ideal, fall short of the glory of
God.
Beloved, when a schoolmaster writes the copy at the head of the page,
he does not expect that the boy will come up to the copy; but then if
the copy be not a perfect one, it is not ﬁt to be imitated by a child; and
so our God gives us himself as the pattern and copy, “Be ye imitators
of God as dear children,” (Eph 5:1-note) for nothing short of Himself
would be a worthy model. Though we as life-sculptors may feel that we
can never rival the perfection of God, yet we are to seek after it, and
never to be satisﬁed until we attain to it. The youthful artist, as he
grasps his early pencil, can hardly hope to equal Raphael or
Michelangelo, but still, if he did not have a noble beau (French for
"beautiful") ideal before his mind, he would only attain to something
very mean and ordinary. Heavenly ﬁngers point us to the Lord Jesus as
the Great Exemplar of His people, and the Holy Spirit works in us a
likeness to Him.
LIKENESS BUT
NOT DEGREE
But what does it mean, that the Christian is to walk in light as
God is in the light? We conceive it to signify likeness, but not degree.
We are as truly in the light, we are as heartily in the light, we are as
sincerely in the light, as honestly in the light, though we cannot be
there in the same degree. I cannot dwell in the sun, it is too bright a
place for my residence, unless I shall be transformed, like Uriel, Milton’s
angel (in Paradise Lost, Book III), who could dwell in the midst of the
blaze of its excessive glory, but I can walk in the light of the sun though
I cannot dwell in it; and so God is the light, He is Himself the sun, and I

can walk in the light as He is in the light, though I cannot attain to the
same degree of perfection, and excellence, and purity, and truth, in
which the Lord himself resides. Trapp is always for giving us truth in a
way in which we can remember it, so he says we are to be in the light
as God is in the light for quality, but not for equality; we are to have the
same light and as truly to have it and walk in it as God does, though as
for equality with God in His holiness and perfection-that must be left
until we cross the Jordan and enter into the perfection of the Most High.
(1 John 1:7 Walking in the Light and Washed in the Blood)

THE PATTERN FOR
OUR WALK IN THE LIGHT
As He Himself is in the light - Referring to God. "As" is a term of comparison
(speciﬁcally a simile) which tells us the standard and pattern of the believer's walk. In 1Jn
1:5 John stated that God is light but here he writes that God is (estin) in the light. The
v e r b is (estin) is present tense indicating God is continually in the light. Pulpit
Commentary adds that John's " change of verbs is signiﬁcant: we walk, God is, in the

light. We move through time; He is in eternity. Our activity involves change; His does not.
Like the sun, He both is Light and dwells in the light. (Ref) . Vincent agrees adding that
"God is forever and unchangeably in perfect light. " (cp 1Ti 6:16).
The Psalmist gives us a transcendent sense of God "in the light"…
Covering Thyself with light as with a cloak, stretching out heaven like a
tent curtain. (Ps 104:2)
Spurgeon: (God is described as) wrapping the light about Himself as a
monarch puts on his robe. The concept is sublime, but it makes us feel
how altogether inconceivable the personal glory of the LORD must be if
light itself is but His garment and veil! What must be the blazing
splendor of His own essential being! We are lost in astonishment, and
dare not pry into the mystery lest we be blinded by its insuﬀerable
glory.
In light of such an awesome picture of God in the light Spurgeon (see Spurgeon's
related discussion above) is quick to ask…
Can we ever attain to this? Shall we ever be able to walk as clearly in the light
as He is Whom we call “Our Father,” of Whom it is written, “God is light, and
in Him is no darkness at all?” Certainly, this is the model which is set before us, for
the Saviour Himself said, “Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father Who is in heaven
is perfect;” (Mt 5:48) and although we may feel that we can never rival the perfection of
God, yet we are to seek after it, and never be satisﬁed until we attain to it (Ed: Read
Paul's ambition regarding his daily walk in the light - Php 3:8-note, Php 3:9, 10,
11-note, Php 3:12, 13-note, Php 3:14-note

- May God grant us His grace and

Spirit's enabling power to seek to walk in the light by imitating Paul, even as

He imitated Christ - Read 1Cor 4:16, 1Cor 11:1, John 13:15). (Daily Help)
(Spurgeon adds that "as He is in the light" does not mean) to the same degree, but in
the same manner-So you see that when we walk the best, when we walk in the light, as
He is in the light, when our fellowship is of the highest order, yet still we need daily
cleansing. It does not say -- mark this O my soul -- it does not say “The blood of Jesus

Christ cleansed “ but “ cleanses” If guilt return, His power may be proved again and
again, there is no fear that all my daily slips and shortcomings shall be graciously
removed by this precious blood.
Alexander Maclaren on walking As He Himself is in the light…
Then, still further, there is implied in this great requirement of walking
in the light, not only activity and eﬀort, and progress in purity, but also
that the whole of the life shall be brought into relation with, and shall
be molded after, the pattern of the God in whom we pro-less to believe.
Religion, in its deepest meaning, is the aspiration after likeness to the
god. You see it in heathenism. Men make their gods after their own
image, and then the god makes the worshippers after his image. Mars
is the god of the soldier, and Venus goddess of the proﬂigate, and
Apollo god of the musical and the wise, etc., and in Christianity the
deepest thing in it is aspiration and eﬀort after likeness to God. Love is
imitation; admiration, especially when it is raised to the highest degree
and becomes adoration, is imitation. And the man that lies before God,
like a mirror in the sunshine, receives on the still surface of his soul—
but not, like the mirror, on the surface only, but down into its deepest
depths—the reﬂected image of Him on Whom he gazes. ‘We all with
unveiled face, mirroring glory, are changed into the same image.’ So to
walk in the light is only possible when we are drawn into it, and our
feeble feet made ﬁt to tread upon the radiant glory, by the thought that
He is in the light. To imitate Him is to be righteous. So do not let us
forget that a correct creed, and devout emotions, ay! and a morality
which has no connection with Him, are all imperfect, and that the end
of all our religion, our orthodox creed and our sweet emotions and
inward feelings of acceptance and favor and fellowship, are meant to
converge on, and to produce this—a life and a character which lives
and moves and has its being in a great orb of light and purity. (1 John
1:7 Walking in the Light)

CULTIVATING THE RIGHT
"SPIRITUAL ATMOSPHERE"
Alfred Plummer suggests that if we are to walk as He Himself is in the light then we
must "make our spiritual atmosphere similar to His, that our thoughts and conduct may

reﬂect Him." (Ref)

Clearly we can enter " His spiritual atmosphere " best by spending time
in His Word, not simply by rote reading, but by prayerful, meditatively
reading with a sense that His Word is His love letter to us, His beloved
children, while we are yet away from His immediate presence which is
our promised, sure hope. And as we read of His love and provisions and
promises to us, we engage in conversation with Him in prayer, not stiﬀ
and formal, but simple and intimate. Let me ask you a very practical
question -- If such as has just been described were to become your
daily pleasure (not duty, not a legalistic constraint, but your heart's
desire prompted by His Spirit and His amazing grace) and you walked
away from His presence with His thoughts coursing through your mind,
how would that time of fellowship with Him impact your daily walk in
the light and your fellowship with fellow believers? Would that morning
memory of intimate moments spent with the inﬁnite, almighty God Who
is light enhance or empower your walk in the light? Would you have an
enhanced sense of His continual presence with you even in the midst of
the hectic hustle and bustle the rest of the day? If you are unsure of the
answers to these questions, let me challenge you to just "experiment"
for a few days and see if cultivating the right spiritual atmosphere has
any eﬀect on your daily walk in the light!
Warren Wiersbe…
If we are the children of God, then we ought to imitate our Father. This
is the basis for the three admonitions… God is love (1John 4:8);
therefore, “walk in love” (Eph 5:1-2). God is light (1John 1:5); therefore,
walk as children of light (Eph. 5:3-14). God is truth (1John 5:6);
therefore, walk in wisdom (Eph 5:15-17).
Hiebert explains it this way…
The expression marks the contrast between God who is “in the light” as the natural
sphere of His being, and those seeking fellowship with Him who must persistently
endeavor to walk “in the light.” God is eternal and abiding; believers are temporal,
moving through time and space. (1 John 1:5-2-6 Exposition)
Light (5457)(phos from pháo = to shine) is deﬁned by many lexicons as that which
contrasts with darkness. Light is the medium of illumination that makes sight possible or
makes things visible. In Scripture phos can refer to literal, physical light (Ge 1:3), but often
is used metaphorically or symbolically, the greatest metaphorical use being used to
symbolize Jesus as "the Light of the world." (Jn 8:12). Jesus characterized those who would
be His followers, His disciples as "light of the world" (Mt 5:14). Then He commanded them
to be "light bearers" for the glory of the Father (Mt 5:16).
Related Resource:
Harrison's Excellent Discussion on Walking in the Light

Hastings writes
There is no greater blessing than light. It is the indispensable condition of our existence.
Bereft of light, all life would languish. Every living creature would lose its brightness and
activity ; every plant would wither ; all the material world would lose its charm. How
natural was it for men to identify with light the good they felt at work in their hearts, and
to mark by darkness the evil with which it had to strive!
John Phillips on walking in the light…
To walk in the light means that our lives will be transparent and above reproach. We will
harbor nothing shady, nothing we would not want to be seen and known, for light
exposes the hidden works of darkness. How can two walk together in fellowship when
one has ulterior motives and the other something to hide? (Exploring the Epistles of
John)
Alexander Maclaren on the eﬀect of light which…
bids us shroud no part of our conduct or our character either from
ourselves or from Him.
Bring it all out into the light.
And although with a penitent heart, and a face suﬀused with blushes,
we have sometimes to say, ‘See, Father, what I have done!’ it is far
better that the revealing light should shine down upon us, and like the
sunshine on wet linen, melt away the foulness which it touches, than
that we should huddle the ugly thing up in a corner, to be one day
revealed and transﬁxed by the ﬂash of the light turned into lightning.
‘He that does the truth comes to the light, that his deeds may be made
manifest.’ (John 3:21) (1 John 1:7 Walking in the Light )
Practical application of walking in the light: Remember that you may be the only
Bible many people will ever read. Are you walking in the light that others might see
His light (Jn 8:12) in you?

WE HAVE FELLOWSHIP WITH ONE ANOTHER: koinonian echomen (1PPAI) met'
allelon:
we have: 1Jn 1:3 Am 3:3
1 John 1 Resources

HORIZONTAL RESULT OF
WALKING IN THE LIGHT

We have (2192) (echo) has the basic meaning of have or hold with a variety of nuances
(determined by the context and accompanying terms) and in this context speaks of a close
relationship (all believers are brethren, in the same family, with the same Father Jn 1:12,
1Jn 3:1-note). The present tense speaks of this as the believer's continual "possession"
(we will never be kicked out of the Father's house!)
Fellowship with one another - Some commentaries feel John is referring to fellowship
between the believer and God. It is more natural to understand the reciprocal pronoun
one another as indicating fellow believers. John uses allelon seven times in his epistles
(1Jn 1:7; 3:11, 23; 4:7, 11, 12; 2Jn 5, the last six uses all = "love one another"!) and
each use refers the relationship between men which supports that interpretation in the
present passage.
While one another most likely refers to other believers, the fellowship clearly includes
God because genuine fellowship with other believers is not possible unless both parties
have ﬁrst experienced fellowship with God (See Vincent's comment below). Toon writes
says "the basic meaning of fellowship is a real and practical sharing in eternal life with the

Father and the Son." (Ref) When believers share in the eternal life with the Father and the
Son, they are able to share life with one another.
Kruse adds that "there is no real fellowship with God which is not expressed in fellowship

with other believers ." (Ibid)
Marvin Vincent agrees with the majority of interpreters that fellowship with one
another signiﬁes…
Not, we with God and God with us, but with our brethren. Fellowship with God exhibits
and proves itself by fellowship with Christians. See 1John 4:7, 12; 3:11, 23. (Bolding
added)
Pulpit Commentary…
Having fellowship with one another is a sure result of that fellowship with God which
is involved in walking in the light. (1 John Expositional Commentary)
Daniel Wallace makes an interesting statement about the meaning of fellowship with
God…
To have fellowship with God, to be in the light, don't we have to live a
sinless life? That would seem to be the case if light meant holiness.
The implications about this are vast: if "light" means holiness, then to
walk in the light would seem to mean absolute holiness. It is precisely
because some folks have understood light this way that they view
fellowship with God as something we can be in one moment and out of
the next. I think this approach produces a schizophrenic Christian who
ends up thinking he's spiritual one moment and carnal the next. Worse,
he begins to focus on his performance more than on his relationship to

God. Never does habit or character enter into this picture of spirituality.
And, quite frankly, such a view of spirituality actually promotes sin.
Because this view allows me to take ﬂeshly detours all I want: as long
as I just confess my sins afterward, I'm spiritual again.
Further, you really can't base this view of spirituality on 1 John 1. Notice
what John says in 1Jn 1:7: "but if we walk in the light as he himself is in
the light, we have fellowship with each other, and the blood of Jesus his
Son cleanses us from all sin."
To walk in the light is not to live without sin: otherwise, the blood of
Jesus would not be needed to cleanse us while we are walking in the
light. All the verbs in this verse are present tense. The force seems to
be that while we are walking in the light the blood of Jesus is cleansing
us from our sins.
This text is not, therefore, speaking of being "in fellowship" and "out of
fellowship"

on

a

moment-by-moment

basis.

If

"light"

means

"exposure," this would mean that one second we're admitting that
we're sinners, and denying it the next. Such a view is neither true to
life nor to the scriptures.
But if "light" means honesty and integrity and transparency, then to
walk in the light is not absolute holiness. But it is the necessary
prerequisite to holiness. (Honest to God! Or, God is not a Pit Stop
1 John 15-10)
J Ligon Duncan says…
that the way we manifest true fellowship with the living God is: we walk
in the light--that is, we pursue holiness. We fellowship with one another.
That is, we are mutually accountable to one another; we recognize the
importance of the means of grace and fellowship with the body of
Christ, and we don’t take lightly separating ourselves from the church
of the Lord Jesus Christ.
One another (240)(allelon) is a reciprocal (= shared, felt, done by each to the other)
pronoun which means each other, reciprocally or mutually (Negative sense Mt 24:10).
Vine writes that allelon is
a reciprocal pronoun in the genitive plural, signifying of, or from, one

another (akin to allos, another [of the same kind in contrast to
heteros]) e.g., Mt. 25:32; Jn 13:22; Acts 15:39; 19:38; 1Co 7:5; Gal
5:17; the accusative allēlous (Same root pronoun allelon - the " -ous"
identiﬁes it as in the accusative case) denotes “one another,” e.g.,
Acts 7:26, lit., ‘why do you wrong one another?’; 2Th 1:3; in Ep 4:32
Col. 3:13, e.g., “each other;” in 1Th. 5:15, “ one (toward) another”;

the dative allēlois denotes “one to another,” e.g., Lk 7:32 ( Vine's
Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words)
Balz and Schneider add that…
The

understanding

of allelon in the NT is unproblematic; the

translation each other or mutually is suﬃcient for every instance.
Rarely are two individual persons meant (Lk 23:12; 24:14, 17, 32; Acts
15:39; 1Cor 7:5). Mt 25:32 speaks of the separation of all people from
each other into two groups. A personalization is present in Ro 2:15
(literally: the thoughts accuse or defend among themselves), as in Gal
5:17 (ﬂesh and Spirit “are opposed to each other”).
Otherwise allelon is used in connection with groups of persons who
are in some way peers and with reference to relationships within a
homogeneous group in order to express communication with or,
sometimes, negative conduct toward, each other. (It never refers to the
relationship of Jesus to His disciples or of Christ to His people; on the
other hand, and signiﬁcantly, it is used with reference to Paul and the
Church in Ro 1:12.)
Of theological relevance here is the use of allelon primarily in the
description of the (obligatory) conduct of Christians in the community
toward each other, with emphasis on mutuality and culminating in the
love commandment… (1Th 3:12; 2Th 1:3) or… (John 13:35). The
addition of kai eis pantas (1Th 3:12; cf. 5:15) shows that by his use of
allelon Paul makes the love which members of the Church are to have
among themselves the top priority (cf. also Gal 6:10). But neither there
nor in the Johannine texts (esp. Jn 13:34, 35.; 15:12, 17; 1Jn 3:23; 4:7,
11, 12) is the comprehensive commandment to love one’s neighbor
made more narrow by the qualifying allelon. (Exegetical Dictionary
of the New Testament or Logos)
Related Study - Study the "one anothers" - most positive, some negative (As an aside,
note that many of these "one another's" are issued as commands, not suggestions! But
remember that our obedience to divine commands is based on enablement by the

Spirit, not eﬀort by self! You are under grace not law. Law says "love one another", and
under the New Covenant we are enabled by the Spirit to truly, supernaturally "love one
another"! To repeat - Do not try to obey this command in your own strength or supposed
adequacy! cp 2Cor 3:5, 6-note)
Allelon - 100x in 94v in NT Mt 24:10; 25:32; Mark 4:41; 8:16; 9:34, 50; 15:31; Luke 2:15; 4:36;
6:11; 7:32; 8:25; 12:1; 20:14; 23:12; 24:14, 17, 32; John 4:33; 5:44;
6:43, 52; 11:56; 13:14, 22, 34, 35; 15:12, 17; 16:17, 19; 19:24; Acts
4:15; 7:26; 15:39; 19:38; 21:6; 26:31; 28:4, 25; Ro 1:12-note, Ro
1:27-note; Ro 2:15-note; Ro 12:5-note, Ro 12:10- note, Ro 12:16- note;

Ro 13:8-note; Ro 14:13-note, Ro 14:19- note; Ro 15:5, 7-note, Ro
15:14-note; Ro 16:16-note; 1Co 7:5; 11:33; 12:25; 16:20; 2Cor 13:12;
Gal 5:13, 15, 17-note, Gal 5:26-note; Gal 6:2; Eph 4:2-note, Ep
4:25-note, Eph 4:32-note; Eph 5:21-note; Phil 2:3-note; Col 3:9-note,
Col 3:13-note; 1Th 3:12-note; 1Th 4:9-note, 1Th 4:18-note; 1Th
5:11-note, 1Th 5:15-note; 2Th 1:3; Titus 3:3- note; Heb 10:24-note; Jas
4:11; 5:9, 16; 1Pe 1:22-note; 1Pe 4:9-note; 1Pe 5:5-note, 1Pe 5:14-note;
1Jn 1:7; 1Jn 3:11, 23; 4:7, 11, 12; 2 John 1:5; Rev 6:4-note; Rev
11:10-note
Allelon is translated (NAS95) - another(1), each(1), each other(1), one another(90), one
another's(2), other's(1), themselves(1), together*(2), yourselves(1).
One of the better known uses of allelon (used twice) is by James in his charge…
Therefore (= "term of conclusion" > See context = Jas 5:14, 15),
confess (present imperative = command to make this your practice
- keep the context in mind) your sins to one another (allelon), and
pray (Also present imperative) for one another (allelon) so that
(term of conclusion) you may be healed. The eﬀective ( energeo in
present tense = continually working) prayer (deesis) of a righteous
(dikaios) man can accomplish much (More literally " very strong is a

working supplication of a righteous man" or "is very powerful in its
working"). (James 5:16)
Hiebert emphasizes that this fellowship with one another…
is the result of believers’ mutual walk in the light, and is “a gauge and a sign of the
divine fellowship.” He who consistently has trouble maintaining fellowship with
others walking in the light should examine his own claim of fellowship with
God. (1 John 1:5-2-6 Exposition) (Bolding added for emphasis).
Fellowship (2842) (koinonia from koinos = that which is in common, belonging to
several or of which several are partakers) describes the experience of having something in
common and/or of sharing things in common with others. It describes a close association
involving mutual interests and sharing or to have communion (Which Webster deﬁnes
communion as "intimate fellowship") It denotes the active, joint participation, cooperation
and/or sharing in a common interest or activity.
Plummer… also agrees that the fellowship being described is primarily horizontal
fellowship - believer to believer - writing that
fellowship one with another… certainly refers to the mutual fellowship of Christians
among themselves, as is clear from 1Jn 3:23, 4:7, 12; 2 John 5. It does not refer to
fellowship between God and man, as Augustine and others, desiring to make this verse
parallel to 1Jn 1:6, have interpreted…
In that ‘thick darkness’, which prevailed ‘in all the land of Egypt three days, they saw not

one another, neither rose any from his place for three days’ (Ex. 10:22, 23): i.e. there
was an absolute cessation of fellowship. Society could not continue in the dark: but when
the light returned, society was restored. So also in the spiritual world: when the light
comes, individuals have that communion one with another which in darkness is
impossible. In a similar spirit Cicero declares that real friendship is impossible without
virtue (De Amic. vi. 20). (1 John Commentary)

AND THE BLOOD OF JESUS HIS SON CLEANSES US FROM ALL SIN: kai to aima
Iesou tou huiou autou katharizei (3SPAI) hemas apo pases hamartias:
and the: 1Jn 2:1,2 5:6,8 Zec 13:1 Jn 1:29 1Co 6:11 Eph 1:7 Heb 9:14 1Pe 1:19 Rev
1:5 7:14
1 John 1 Resources

VERTICAL RESULT OF
WALKING IN THE LIGHT
And - Introduces the added eﬀect or result that is associated with believers are walking in
the light.
The blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us - What does walking in the light have to do
with this great truth? What happens to our sensitivity to sin when we walk in the light?
Clearly, light exposes or reveals sin. It follows that while our walk does not produce
cleansing per se, it does make us continually aware of our need for divine cleansing. Light
exposes sin (John 3:19, 20, 21) and the believer continually walking in the light will have an
enhanced consciousness of how far they miss the mark of God's good and acceptable and
perfect will and how continually great is their need for the cleansing power of the blood of
Jesus God's Son.
Spurgeon explains it this way…
The Gospel does not consist in making a man's sin appear little. The way Christians get
their peace is not by seeing their sins shriveled and shrinking until they seem small to
them. But on the contrary; they, ﬁrst of all, see their sins expanding, and then, after
that, they obtain their peace by seeing those sins entirely swept away,—far as the east
is from the west. (The Evil and Its Remedy)
If one reads the biographies of great men and women of the faith who were passionate
Christ followers, it is notable how their progressive sanctiﬁcation (their growth in godliness
and holiness or Christlikeness - all these descriptions are essentially synonymous) is
associated with an increased awareness of their sinfulness. We see this pattern in the Bible
with the Apostle Paul by comparing his personal testimony at diﬀerent stages of his
growth in Christlikeness…

PAUL'S ESTIMATE OF HIMSELF
AS HE GREW CLOSER TO JESUS, THE LIGHT
SCRIPTURE/DATE (APPROXIMATE)

PAUL'S SELF "ASSESSMENT"

1Cor 15:9 circa 55AD

"I am the least of the apostles"

Eph 3:8 circa 61AD

"The very least of all saints"

1Ti 1:15 circa 63-65AD

"Sinners, among whom I am foremost"

THE BLOOD OF JESUS
GOD'S SON
Blood (129) (haima) literally is the ﬂuid substance in the circulatory system of human
beings which is the basis for life primarily because of its oxygen carrying capacity. Moses
writes that "the life of the ﬂesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you on the altar to

make atonement for your souls; for it is the blood by reason of the life that makes
atonement." (Lev 17:11)
Peter writes that we…
were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from (our) futile way of life
inherited from (our) forefathers, but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and
spotless, the blood of Christ. (1Peter 1:18, 19)
Wayne Grudem: The blood of Christ is the clear outward evidence
that His lifeblood was poured out when He died a sacriﬁcial death as
the price of our redemption—‘the blood of Christ’ means His death in
its saving aspects. Although we might think that Christ’s blood as
evidence that His life had been given would have exclusive reference
to the removal of our judicial guilt before God (Ed: Justiﬁcation)—for
this is its primary reference—the New Testament authors also attribute
to it (to His blood) several other eﬀects. By the blood of Christ our
consciences are cleansed (Heb 9:14), we gain bold access to God in
worship and prayer (Heb 10:19), we are progressively cleansed from
more and more sin (1John 1:7; cf. Rev 1:5b), are able to conquer the
accuser of the brethren (Rev 12:11), and are rescued out of a sinful
way of life (1Pet 1:19). We would do well to recover this New Testament
emphasis in our preaching today. (1Peter: An Introduction and
Commentary: Tyndale New Testament Commentaries)
What Can Wash Away my Sin
Nothing but the blood of Jesus
(Vocal by Hillsong)
(Variation by Matt Redman)
Christ's perfect, precious blood shed once for all time on the Cross almost 2000 years ago,

provided perfect propitiation to the Father (He is eternally satisﬁed with Christ's sacriﬁce
for sin) and complete, eternal redemption (Heb 9:12-note) through the New Covenant in
His blood (Mt 26:28, Lk 22:20), also referred to as "the blood of the eternal covenant."
(Heb 13:20-note). In other words, the blood of Jesus His Son shed at Calvary is
eﬃcacious for eternity, not only for our one time justiﬁcation (the declaration that we are
righteous in Christ) but also suﬃcient for our daily or progressive sanctiﬁcation (a
continual process in this life until we are gloriﬁed).
Henry Alford comments that the blood of Jesus must be clearly deﬁned…
The expression is an objective one, not a subjective (and) is spoken of that which is the
objective cause from without, of our being cleansed from all sin. And this is the material
Blood of Jesus the personal Redeemer, shed on the Cross as a propitiatory sacriﬁce for
the sin of the world. So we have the same Blood said in Col. 1:20 to be the great medium
of paciﬁcation between God and the world: so in Eph. 1:7, to be the means of ou of our
redemption; so in Heb. 9:14, which approaches very nearly to our passage, to cleanse
(as here) our conscience from dead works to serve the living God. In all these places,
and similar ones, whatever application to ourselves by faith or otherwise may lie in the
background, it is not that which is spoken of, but the Blood of Christ itself, as the actual
objective cause, once for all, of our reconciliation and sanctiﬁcation.
C H Spurgeon emphasizes the continual eﬃcacy of the blood of Christ to cleanse sin…
Christ does no work as a superﬂuity. But what a mercy it is for us to feel the continual
cleansing of the precious blood of Jesus, so that, if we sin through ignorance, or if we sin
by omission or by commission, that precious blood constantly keeps us so pure, that we
can still walk with God!
John Phillips writes John's teaching on the cleansing power of the blood of Christ …
has to be one of the most comforting verses in the whole Bible. It is a truth taught from
Genesis to Revelation—blood cleanses sin. A skeptic challenged a believer: "How does
blood cleanse sin?" he demanded. The believer replied with a counter question: "How
does water quench thirst?" he asked. The skeptic replied, "I don't know, but I know that it
does." "Just so," said the believer, "I don't know how blood cleanses sin, but I know that
it does—God says so." (Exploring the Epistles of John)
Not All the Blood of Beasts
--Isaac Watts
Not all the blood of beasts,
On Jewish altars slain,
Could give the guilty conscience peace,
Nor wash away one stain.
But Christ, the heavenly Lamb,
Took all our sins away;

A sacriﬁce of nobler name
And richer blood than they.
H A Ironside (Illustrations of Bible Truth) - The Blood Counts for Something
A friend of mine, himself an evangelist, lay for many weary months in a Roman Catholic
hospital in the city of Oakland, California, because of injuries received in an automobile
accident. On a nearby bed lay a young priest, evidently a sincere and earnest man, but
he was greatly troubled in view of possible death. An aged priest came from time to time
to hear his confessions, and to grant him absolution. My friend longed to speak to him,
but found him very diﬃcult to approach.
One day, however, as the older priest was about to leave, he overheard the young one
say to him, something like this, "Father, it is very strange: I have done everything I know
to do. I have sought to carry out all that the church has asked, and yet I have no peace.
How can I be sure that God has put away my sins?"
The other looked at him compassionately, and then exclaimed, "Surely the blood of
Christ ought to count for something!"
As though a ﬂash of divine light had entered his soul, the young priest's countenance
changed. He looked up eagerly to exclaim, "Ah, yes, it counts for everything. I can trust
that."
And it was evident afterwards that his soul had entered into peace. Can you trust the
precious blood shed by that Holy Son, who drank the cup of judgment for your sins upon
the cross? If so, God declares that your sins which are many are all forgiven.
Thus, redeemed to God and justiﬁed, you will enter, as never before, into the inner
meaning of the garden and the Cross.
"Gethsemane, can I forget,
Or there Thy conﬂict see,
Thine agony and blood-like sweat,
And not remember Thee?
When to the Cross I turn mine eyes,
And rest on Calvary,
O Lamb of God, my sacriﬁce,
I must remember Thee."
Jesus His Son - Notice John's purposeful designation of Jesus, His human name and Son
His divine origin. So even in this short phrase we see John's refutation of the false teaching
that Jesus is not really God (See Docetism for example).
Vincent remarks that
The human name, Jesus, shows that His blood is available for man. The divine name,
His Son, shows that it is eﬃcacious. (See Vincent's Excursus on the Signiﬁcance of

the Names of Jesus used by John)
Plummer agrees writing that…
(1) it is (Jesus His Son) a passing contradiction of Cerinthus, who taught that Jesus
was a mere man when His blood was shed, for the Divine element in His nature left Him
when He was arrested in the garden; and of the Ebionites, who taught that He was a
mere man from His birth to His death; (2) it explains how this blood can have such
virtue: it is the blood of One Who is the Son of God. For this is the virtue of the Lord’s
blood, that such as it has already puriﬁed from sin, and thenceforward has set in the
light, it renders thenceforward pure, if they continue steadfastly walking in the light”
(Tertullian [Early Church Father] De Mod. XIX). One who walks in spiritual darkness
cannot appropriate that cleansing from sin, which is wrought by the blood of Jesus, shed
on the cross as a propitiation for sin. (Ibid)
Hiebert adds that…
Jesus points to His life and death here on earth as a real man, while His Son underlines
the fact of His deity as the incarnate Son of God. This assertion of His dual nature
repudiates the Gnostic denials of the reality of the Incarnation. (1 John 1:5-2-6
Exposition)

CLEANSING BY JESUS' BLOOD:
COMPETENT, CONTINUAL
COMPREHENSIVE!
Cleanses us of all sin - Cleanses indicates the competence of Jesus' blood shed on
Calvary to do what nothing else can do. The tense of cleanses is present indicating the

continual (yea, even eternal) cleansing eﬀect on sin - Jesus' blood "keeps on cleansing!"
The word "All" is pas which in Greek means all without exception. Thus " all sin" indicates
the comprehensive nature of the cleansing. (See also Comment by O. Chambers in My
Utmost for His Highest)
Cleanses (2511) (katharizo from katharos = pure, clean, without stain or spot; English
words - catharsis = emotional or physical purging, cathartic = substance used to induce a
purging, Cathar = member of a medieval sect which sought the purging of evil from its
members) means to make clean by taking away an undesirable part. Webster says that to
purify means to clear from material deﬁlement or imperfection, to free from guilt or moral
or ceremonial blemish or to free from undesirable elements. This verb katharizo suggests
that God does more than forgive, but also that He erases the stain of sin (Ponder the words
of William Cowper's hymn - see below). To reiterate cleanses is in the present tense
which means Jesus' blood continually cleanses. Thus as we continually walk in the light
with God and fellowship with other believers, the blood of Jesus shed almost 2000 years
ago on Calvary continues to have an ongoing cleansing eﬀect. (See also previous
discussion of the "blood")
Octavius Winslow writes about the cleansing power of the blood of Jesus…

It "cleanses us." Oh, this is what you do so deeply need, my soul! Sinforgiving, guilt-removing, heart-cleansing, conscience-purifying blood.
All this is the blood of Jesus to you. Wash in it, and you shall be whiter
than snow. "He that is washed is clean, every whit." And mark the
tense of the wonderful words on which this meditation is based--it is the
present tense. The blood "cleanses." It has cleansed, it will cleanse,
but, as touching our daily walk as believers in Jesus, we have to do with
its present cleansing. In our Christian travel through a sinful world the
feet are apt to slide, prone to wander, and are constantly contracting
fresh deﬁlement, needing the daily washing in the blood (Jn 13:10).
What a sweet thought, O my soul! that the fountain is open, and the
blood cleanses, even now cleanses us, from all sin. (Excerpt from a
Devotional on the Blood of Jesus)
There is a fountain ﬁlled with blood
Drawn from Immanuel’s veins;
And sinners, plunged beneath that ﬂood,
Lose all their guilty stains.
—William Cowper (Bio)
There Is a Fountain Filled with Blood
Ponder All Six Stanzas!
Another version by Red Mt - you will like this!
See related study (and here) for Biblical concept of clean/cleansing.
Alfred Plummer elaborates on the continual, competent, comprehensive cleansing
eﬀect of the blood of Jesus, God's only-begotten Son, not made (Nicene Creed), One
substance with the Father (The Son of God, Begotten, Not Made)…
Note the present tense of what goes on continually; that constant
cleansing which even the holiest Christians need (See John 13:10 Jesus taught our daily need for cleansing. How? By confessing our sins,
cp 1Jn 1:9). One who lives in the light knows his own frailty and is
continually availing himself of the purifying power of Christ’s sacriﬁcial
death. (Ed: Plummer is in essence describing progressive sanctiﬁcation
-- see discussion of the Three Tenses of Salvation)
This passage shows that the gratuitous pardon of sins is given us not
once only, but that it is a beneﬁt perpetually residing in the Church,
and daily oﬀered to the faithful (Calvin).
Note also the all (Ed: See also the following note by C H Spurgeon);
there is no limit to its cleansing power: even grievous sinners can be
restored to the likeness of God, in Whom is no darkness at all. This
refutes by anticipation the error of the Novatians who denied pardon
to mortal sins after baptism. Compare ‘How much more shall the blood

of Christ… cleanse your conscience’ (Heb. 9:14-note), and ‘ These are

they which come out of the Great Tribulation, and they washed their
robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb’ (Rev 7:14-note).
(Ibid)
C H Spurgeon adds…
There be some of you here who are saying, "Ah! that shall be my hope
when I come to die, that in the last hour of my extremity the blood of
Christ will take my sins away; it is now my comfort to think that the
blood of Christ shall wash, and purge, and purify the transgressions of
life." But, mark! my text says not so; it does not say the blood of Christ

shall cleanse—that were a truth—but it says something greater than
that—it says, "The blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses"—cleanses
now. And is it possible that now a man may be forgiven? Can a harlot
now have all her sins blotted out of the book of God? And can she know
it? Can the thief this day have all his transgressions cast into the sea;
and can he know it? Can I, the chief of sinners, this day be cleansed
from all my sins, and know it? Can I know that I stand accepted before
the throne of God, a holy creature because washed from every sin? Yes,
tell it the wide world over, that the blood of Christ can not only wash
you in the last dying article, but can wash you now. And let it be
known, moreover, that to this there are a thousand witnesses, who,
rising in this very place from their seats, could sing—
Oh, how sweet to view the ﬂowing
Of my Saviour's precious blood,
With divine assurance knowing,
He has made my peace with God
Martin Luther tells about the dream he once had in which Satan set before him on a
great scroll all of his sins and manifold iniquities. Luther didn’t argue with the devil, he just
admitted each one without denying any of them. In his dream, he simply scrawled 1 John
1:7 across the list: “The blood of Jesus, His Son, puriﬁes us from all sin.” (Brian Bill
-1John 1:5-2:2)
Findlay writes that…
Through continued fellowship with God and men (as we continually
walk in the light), the Cross of Christ gains increasing mastery within
us. On the one hand, fellowship in the Divine light brings a deepening
sense of sin, demanding a renewed confession and an ampler pardon;
the old repentance and faith are convicted of shallowness, in the
clearer knowledge of God. At the same time, we ﬁnd that the
atonement is not the means only, it is the end of our righteousness in
Christ; it supplies the ideal of our service to God and man (comp 1Jn
3.16, and Eph 4.32-5.2), while it is the instrument by which we are
recovered for that service. The cross of Jesus is the alpha and omega of

salvation. We do not pass by it, as we enter the way of life; we have to
lift it up and bear it with us to the end. "The blood of Jesus" is sprinkled
on the conscience to rest there; it melts the heart, and melts into the
heart. His death-blood, if we may so say, becomes the life-blood of our
spirits. It sinks-into the nature, wounding and healing, burning its way
to the quick of our being, to the dark springs of evil, until it reaches and
"slays the dire root and seed of sin." The sacriﬁce of Christ is the
principle of our sanctiﬁcation, equally with our justiﬁcation. (An
Exposition of the Epistles of St John)
Jackman rightly observes that…
Frequently we Christians are deprived of the enjoyment of walking in
the light because we feel we have failed so often, perhaps in a
recurring or besetting sin, that we dare not come back to God to ask for
fresh forgiveness. We cannot say, as it were, ‘Lord, it’s me again and
it’s that again.’ This is to fall for the devil’s lie. There is a glorious
inclusiveness about this present tense and its application to all sin. We
can never come too often to God when we come in humble penitence
and active faith. It is because this blood (1Jn 1:7) is that of God’s Son
that it has such virtue. Its purifying properties extend to each and
every sin. To walk in the light means to become increasingly
conscious of sin that would hinder our fellowship with God and our
fellow Christians (Ed: See preceding discussion of walking in the
light

increasing

our

sense

of

sinfulness

and

need

for

cleansing), and as that sin is revealed, not to run away into the
darkness again. Rather we bring it, by faith, to the God Whose Son
gave His life that all our sins might be forgiven and removed. As we do
so, the barriers to fellowship are removed and we continue in that
relationship with God. (The Message of John's Letters - Bible
Speaks Today - David Jackman)
><>><>><>
Spurgeon's Devotional on the Cleansing Power of the Blood of Jesus (from
Morning and Evening - 1John 1:7) - "Cleanses," says the text-not "shall cleanse." There are
multitudes who think that as a dying hope they may look forward to pardon. Oh! how
inﬁnitely better to have cleansing now than to depend on the bare possibility of
forgiveness when I come to die. Some imagine that a sense of pardon is an attainment
only obtainable after many years of Christian experience. But forgiveness of sin is a
present thing-a privilege for this day, a joy for this very hour. The moment a sinner trusts
Jesus he is fully forgiven. The text, being written in the present tense, also indicates
continuance; it was "cleanses" yesterday, it is "cleanses" to-day, it will be "cleanses"
tomorrow: it will be always so with you, Christian, until you cross the river; every hour you
may come to this fountain, for it cleanses still. Notice, likewise, the completeness of the
cleansing, "The blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin"-not only from sin, but

"from all sin." Reader, I cannot tell you the exceeding sweetness of this word, but I pray
God the Holy Ghost to give you a taste of it. Manifold are our sins against God. Whether
the bill be little or great, the same receipt can discharge one as the other. The blood of
Jesus Christ is as blessed and divine a payment for the transgressions of blaspheming
Peter as for the shortcomings of loving John; our iniquity is gone, all gone at once, and all
gone for ever. Blessed completeness! What a sweet theme to dwell upon as one gives
himself to sleep.
Sins against a holy God;
Sins against His righteous laws;
Sins against His love, His blood;
Sins against His name and cause;
Sins immense as is the seaFrom them all He cleanses me.
><>><>><>

ALL SIN
All sin - This is a glorious phrase. Beloved of God, what sin are you dealing with
that you think is too great for God to forgive? The blood of Jesus is continually (as
noted above cleanses is present tense) eﬀective for all sin for all time, past, present and
future.
C H Spurgeon gives us an encouraging reminder of the thoroughness of the cleansing
power of the blood of Christ by ﬁrst reminding us that…
Our sins are great; every sin is great; but there are some that in our
apprehension seem to be greater than others. There are crimes that
the lip of modesty could not mention. I might go far in this pulpit this
morning in describing the degradation of human nature in the sins
which it has invented. It is amazing how the ingenuity of man seems to
have exhausted itself in inventing fresh crimes. Surely there is not the
possibility of the invention of a new sin. But if there be, ere long man
will invent it, for man seems to be exceedingly cunning, and full of
wisdom in the discovery of means of destroying himself and the
endeavour to injure his Maker. But there are some sins that show a
diabolical extent of degraded ingenuity—some sins of which it were a
shame to speak, of which it were disgraceful to think. But note here:
"The blood of Jesus Christ cleanses from all sin." There may be
some sins of which a man cannot speak, but there is no sin which the
blood of Christ cannot wash away. Blasphemy, however profane, lust,
however bestial; covetousness, however far it may have gone into theft
and rapine; breach of the commandments of God, however much of riot
it may have run, all this may be pardoned and washed away through
the blood of Jesus Christ. In all the long list of human sins, though that
be long as time, there stands but one sin that is unpardonable, and

that one no sinner has committed if he feels within himself a longing for
mercy, for that sin once committed, the soul becomes hardened, dead,
and seared, and never desires afterwards to ﬁnd peace with God. I
therefore declare to thee, O trembling sinner, that however great your
iniquity may be, whatever sin you may have committed in all the list of
guilt, however far you may have exceeded all your fellow-creatures,
though you may have distanced the Pauls and Magdalenes and every
one of the most heinous culprits in the black race of sin, yet the blood
of Christ is able now to wash your sin away. Mark!
I speak not lightly of your sin, it is exceeding great;
but I speak still more loftily of the blood of Christ.
Great as are thy sins, the blood of Christ is greater still. Thy sins are
like great mountains, but the blood of Christ is like Noah's ﬂood; twenty
cubits upwards shall this blood prevail, and the top of the mountains of
thy sin shall be covered.
Just take the word " all" in another sense, not only as taking in all sorts
of sin, but as comprehending the great aggregate mass of sin. Come
here sinner, you with the grey head. What are we to understand in your
case by this word all? Bring hither the tremendous load of the sins of
your youth. Those sins are still in your bones, and your tottering knees
sometimes testify against the iniquities of your early youth; but all
these sins Christ can remove. Now bring hither the sins of your riper
manhood, your transgressions in the family, your failures in business,
all the mistakes and all the errors you have committed in the thoughts
of your heart. Bring them all here; and then add the iniquities of your
frail and trembling age. What a mass is there here! What a mass of sin!
Stir up that putrid mass, but put your ﬁnger to your nostrils ﬁrst, for you
cannot bear the stench of it if you are a man with a living and
quickened conscience. Could your bear to read your own diary if you
had written there all your acts? No; for though your were the purest of
mankind, your thoughts if they could have been recorded, would now if
you could read them, make you startle and wonder that you are demon
enough to have had such imaginations within your soul. But put them
all there, and all these sins the blood of Christ can wash away.
… Remember, the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses from all
sin. Let but the blood be applied to our consciences and all our guilt is
removed, and cast away for ever—all—none left, not one solitary stain
remaining—all gone, like Israel's enemies—all drowned in the Red Sea,
so that there was not one of them left, all swept away, not so much as
the remembrance of them remaining. "The blood of Jesus Christ
cleanses from all sin." (The Evil and Its Remedy)
There is power, power, wonder–working power

In the precious blood of the Lamb.
His blood can make the foulest clean,
His blood availed for me.
—Charles Wesley
Sin (noun) (266)(hamartia) literally conveys the idea of missing the mark as when
hunting with a bow and arrow (in Homer some hundred times of a warrior hurling his spear
but missing his foe). Later hamartia came to mean missing or falling short of any goal,
standard, or purpose. Hamartia in simple terms in the context of the Bible signiﬁes a
departure from God's holy, perfect standard of what is right in word or deed (righteous).
Hamartia is a key word in First John occurring 17 times -- 11x = " sin" singular; 6x =
"sins" plural - 1Jn 1:7, 8, 9 (twice), 1Jn 2:2, 12; 3:4, 5, 8, 9; 4:10; 5:16 (2x), 1Jn 5:17 (2x).
Light produces life and growth and beauty, but sin is darkness and produces death
and corruption (Ro 6:23-note, Gal 6:8-note). Clearly, darkness and light cannot exist in
the same place. It follows that if we are walking in the light, darkness has to disappear. If
we are holding on to sin, then the light goes. There is no middle ground, no vague “gray”
area, where sin is concerned.
O God of Light
--Arthur S Booth-Clibborn|
O God of light, O God of love,
Shine on my soul from Heaven above!
Let sin appear in Thy pure ray
As black as on the judgment day;
Let perfect love apply the test,
And all that’s wrong make manifest.

WALKING IN THE LIGHT
NOT OPTIONAL
John Piper clearly sees this section as describing genuine salvation…
Some people think that the only way to make the Gospel really good
news is to deny that changes are necessary in our lives. They say that
takes away the possibility of assurance of salvation. They say the way
we live after putting our faith in Christ has nothing to do with our
salvation. I answer that a powerless "Gospel" is not good news. A
"Gospel" that only wins lip service is not diﬀerent than all the other
philosophies of the world. Such a "Gospel'' produces a Christianity that
is a game of words. It encourages lukewarm church-goers that they are
safe from God's wrath because of some inherited mental assent to the
love of God. Such a "Gospel'' accounts for how 40 million people can
claim to be born again in America at the same time that our moral
condition is an all time low of corruption inside and outside the church.

The message of 1 John—that walking in the light is not optional,
but necessary for salvation—is good news because it creates the
moral atmosphere of urgency in which serious business is done with
God. It gives the ﬂavor of eternity to all we say and do. It militates
against religious gamesmanship. It honors the purpose of God in Christ
to destroy the works of the devil. It takes seriously the necessity of
glorifying God in our bodies. It leads people to real faith instead of
encouraging them to be content with a lip service

that cannot

change and cannot save.
But in the end it simply is not up to us to decide whether the gospel is
the kind of good news we would like it to be. Ours is simply to listen
and submit to the Word of God. And the Word of God says that "if we
walk in the light as he is in the light … the blood of Jesus his Son
cleanses us from all sin." If we walk in darkness, we cut ourselves oﬀ
from the cleansing eﬀects of Christ's blood. And if we cut ourselves oﬀ
from Christ's blood, where will hope be found. (1 John 1:5-10: Let Us
Walk in the Light of God) (Bolding added)
J Ligon Duncan minces no words in his exposition of 1John 1:6-7 writing that…
John is saying, “What I want to see in the life of the professing believer
is testimony that there is a life that is bent towards God.” God’s
promises are the desires of our hearts. God’s commands we love; we
long to do the duty that He has given to us; we long to be like Him; we
want to be like the Lord Jesus Christ; we don’t want to simply conform
in the way we dress or the way we think or the way we act to the
prevailing attitudes of the world around us. We want to march to the
beat of a diﬀerent drum. We want to march to the beat of God’s drum.
We want to be like Him. We want to think after His thoughts. We want
to behave as He has called us to in this word. And so John is pressing
home the point that if your profession of faith points one way and your
life points the other way, it is an infallible proof that you’re a hypocrite.
Now John, I want to say very quickly, is not saying that if you are not
sinlessly perfected, you’re not a Christian. He makes that point very
clear in the very next verse. The Christian life is not a life of sinless
perfection. It is a life of struggle within and without, with temptation
and sin. It is a life in which we continue to need the forgiveness of God.
He speaks about it in verse 7, doesn’t he. But is your life bent in that
direction? Is your desire to grow in grace? Do you long to be godly? Are
you unhappy in your sin because you know that that sin is displeasing
to God, and it fractures your fellowship with Him and with others? Is sin
something that you cannot rest in, you cannot be satisﬁed in, but you
long to please Him in the way you live? If so, your life is bent towards

God.
But if being like God, if being Holy, if being separated out and
committed to Him and to His people, even if it costs you in this life--if
that’s not your concern, then John says, You’re contradicting your
profession. John is asking us to search our lives and see whether our
lives measure up to our profession. His catch phrase--if we wanted to
give him a catch phrase here in verse 6--would be, “Do the truth.” He’d
say, don’t tell me that you believe the truth; do the truth! Now John’s
not playing down the importance of believing the truth. What’s his
gospel about but believing the truth? All through the gospel of John,
what does he say to you? “Believe the truth, believe the gospel, believe
in the Lord Jesus Christ, and you shall be saved.” But here he says,
don’t just tell me that you believe the truth; do the truth-- practice the
truth. John is saying, you are what you do. Your lives, he’s saying, your
lives will reveal whether you really believe the truth that you claim to
believe. Your lives will show if you really have fellowship with God. Your
lives will show if you have real fellowship as brothers and sisters with
fellow believers. (1 John 1:5-7 Being Like God)

ASSURANCE OF SALVATION
IN FIRST JOHN
Willard Aldrich's in his study entitled " Assurance" makes the important declaration
that…
The profession of faith in Jesus Christ and the claim to belong in the family
on the ground of the promises should be corroborated by the emergence of
the family resemblance…
The Apostle John presents several family traits in his First Epistle by which we should test
our conformity to the divine likeness. If we ﬁnd these traits in us, even in incipient form,
then in the words of the apostle we can “assure our hearts before him” (1Jn 3:19). The
child of God enjoys the fellowship of the family life (1Jn 1:3, 4). It is fellowship with the
Father, and with the Son, and with one another. A true test of belonging in the family is
whether we enjoy life in the family. The man of the world loves darkness rather than
light, and to walk in the light and to have fellowship in God’s family is utterly foreign to
his nature and desire (John 3:19; 1Jn 1:7). The child of God confesses that he possesses
a sin nature (1Jn 1:8), and that he sins (1Jn 1:10), but his life is not characterized by sin
(1 John 3:9). To walk in the light is to walk in the full-orbed revelation of God and His
saving grace. And absolutely basic to such a walk is the confession of sin. “If we say that
we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.” That is, we are not
walking in the light. To walk in the light is to have our sin revealed to us by the light,
confess it and claim the perpetual cleansing of the blood of Christ. The confession
involved in 1 John 1:7 is that of our sinfulness by nature, and the cleansing that judicial

cleansing which guarantees that we shall not come into judgment. The confession of
1John 1:9 is of speciﬁc sins, as indicated by 1John 1:10, and it vouchsafes to us
forgiveness and practical cleansing in the sphere of the divine family. But the life of the
child of God is not characterized by sin (1John 3:9). The life that is still dominated by sin
is still controlled by the devil and has never been born again (1 John 3:8). John
recognizes a continuing sin nature, and the possibility of isolated acts of sin. He does not
teach sinless perfection, but he does insist that the child of God will live a life of practical
righteousness: “If ye know that he is righteous, ye know that every one that doeth
righteousness is born of him” (1John 2:29). And again, “Little children, let no man
deceive you: he that doeth righteousness is righteous, even as he is righteous” (1John
3:7). (Assurance - Willard Aldrich Bib Sacra 114:456. Oct, 57)

MARKS OF
AUTHENTICITY
Jim Bomkamp lists the following indicators or marks of a genuine believer from John's
ﬁrst chapter…
1. Walks in the light - 1Jn 1:6
2. Has fellowship with other Christians who walk in the light - 1Jn 1:7
3. Believes he has a sin nature - 1Jn 1:8
4. Occasionally sins - 1Jn 1:10
(34 Marks of a True Christian in First John)
Let Us Walk in the Light
--Fanny Crosby
There is a Light, a blessèd Light,
That comes from God above;
And in the face of Christ the Lord,
Reﬂects the Father’s love.

Refrain
Let us walk in the Light,
Ever walk in the Light of God;
Let us walk in the Light,
Ever walk in the Light of God.
There is a Light, a glorious Light,
That falls upon our way;
And brighter shineth as we go,
Till lost in perfect day.
Refrain

There is a Light, a Holy Light,
By which we now behold
The jasper walls, the pearly gates
And streets of shining gold.
Refrain
O blessèd, blessèd, Holy Light,
To all so freely giv’n;
Shine forth, shine forth, O Light of Life,
And guide us safe to Heav’n.
Refrain
F B Meyer's Our Daily Walk devotional "Walking in the Light" (Reference passages Ge
1:3, Ep 5:8):
PAUL makes use of this passage in Genesis, when He says, that "God
who commanded the ﬁght to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our
hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face
of Jesus Christ." He seems to go back in his experience to that
remarkable vision on the road to Damascus, when the light shone, and
he saw the face of the Lord Jesus. It was as though he had passed
through the experience of chaos, while kicking against the goad of
conviction, and at that moment, which he could never forget, God said:
"Let there be light." Looking up, he saw the light of the glory of God
reﬂected in that dear Face that looked down on him with ineﬀable love.
It was life out of death; light replaced darkness, and peace chased
away the last vestige of storm.
This is ever the result and climax of the work in our hearts wrought by
the Holy Spirit. He leads us out of darkness; He takes of the things of
Christ and shows them unto us. His one aim is to glorify our Saviour,
and to make Him the Alpha and Omega of our faith, as we walk in the
light.
When I was in Tasmania, I was shown a great mountain range on which
was a vast lake, ﬁfty-two miles in circumference. The overﬂow yielded a
perennial waterfall of a thousand feet, the force of which was
translated into electricity which made light and power cheap for great
factories and for domestic needs. It seemed to me, as I thought about
it, that the great sheet of water resembled the Love of God, in its
longing to help mankind; that the descending waterfall might be taken
to illustrate the Incarnation of our Saviour, who was the Sent-One of the
Eternal Trinity; and that the electric current, invisible but mighty, was
typical of the Holy Spirit, who brings to our hearts the Light and Power
of the Divine Nature. The lesson is obvious, that as the manufacturer or

the scientist invents machinery to meet the conditions on which alone
the electric current can do its work, so must we learn to adapt
ourselves to receive and transmit the power and light of God, which
comes to us through our union with Jesus.
PRAYER - May the Holy Spirit keep us ever walking in the light of Thy
countenance. May He ﬁll our hearts with the sense of Thy nearness and
loving fellowship. Order our steps in Thy way, and then walk with us,
for in Thee is no darkness at all. AMEN.

Saved by the Blood
--Fanny Crosby, 1875
We’re saved by the blood
That was drawn from the side
Of Jesus our Lord,
When He languished and died.

Refrain
Hallelujah to God,
For redemption so free;
Hallelujah, hallelujah,
Dear Savior, to Thee.
O yes, ’tis the blood
Of the Lamb that was slain;
He conquered the grave,
And He liveth again.

Refrain
We’re saved by the blood;
We are sealed by its power;
’Tis life to the soul,
And is hope every hour.

Refrain
That blood is a fount
Where the vilest may go
And wash till their souls
Shall be whiter than snow.

Refrain
We’re saved by the blood,
Hallelujah again;
We’re saved by the blood,

Hallelujah, Amen.

Refrain
Walk For Your Health - Physical exercise may help us ﬁght oﬀ colds and infection. The
theory is that a good workout puts our body in a condition similar to what happens at the
onset of a fever. That’s not all bad. A fever is the body’s way of ﬁghting back when microintruders get into our system. Increased body temperature aids our white blood-cell
defense system while slowing down the action of bacteria and viruses. Exercise does the
same thing. It releases chemicals into the blood that stimulate the brain to make our
temperature rise.
The ﬁrst two chapters of First John indicate that a regular practice of good spiritual
exercise is beneﬁcial to the health of our soul. To ward oﬀ sin, we must “walk in the light as
He is in the light” (1John 1:7) and obey Jesus each day.
Disobedience, however, cools our spiritual temperature. Fellowship with God and other
believers is neglected. Sin is neither confessed nor forsaken. If we have a lukewarm faith
(Rev. 3:16-note), we are not taking advantage of the defense mechanisms necessary to
ﬁght spiritual infection.
The right exercise program is one of faith and obedience. It is essential to spiritual health.
Walk with Jesus every day, and you’ll truly be walking for your health.— by Mart De Haan
(Our Daily Bread, Copyright RBC Ministries, Grand Rapids, MI. Reprinted by
permission. All rights reserved)
God's Exercise Program
* Confess your sins to God (1John 1:9).
* Follow His instructions (1John 2:3).
* Walk as Christ walked (1John 2:6).
For a healthy heart,
give your faith a workout.
THANKS BE TO JESUS - In 1907 King Oscar of Sweden lay on his death-bed. When the
end seemed very near, the Queen bent down over her husband and repeated this verse in
his ear. The dying King replied, "Thanks be to Jesus." These were his last words (from a
newspaper report). We can understand what the sorrowing wife meant by quoting the
verse. The outward parting was approaching, yet the fellowship would abide.
O blest communion, fellowship Divine !
We feebly struggle, they in glory shine ;
Yet all are one in Thee, for all are Thine.
The blood of Jesus cleanseth comes last in the verse. We might have thought that it
should come ﬁrst. First the cleansing, and then the walking. But no, just as we walk in the

light shall we realize the need of cleansing all the more, up to the very close of life. And so
the King's last words were " Thanks be to Jesus."
Something More to Give (1John 1:7) - When evangelist John Wesley (1703–1791) was
returning home from a service one night, he was robbed. The thief, however, found his
victim to have only a little money and some Christian literature.
As the bandit was leaving, Wesley called out, “Stop! I have something more to give you.”
The surprised robber paused. “My friend,” said Wesley, “you may live to regret this sort of
life. If you ever do, here’s something to remember: ‘The blood of Jesus Christ cleanses us
from all sin!’” The thief hurried away, and Wesley prayed that his words might bear fruit.
Years later, Wesley was greeting people after a Sunday service when he was approached
by a stranger. What a surprise to learn that this visitor, now a believer in Christ and a
successful businessman, was the one who had robbed him years before! “I owe it all to
you,” said the transformed man. “Oh no, my friend,” Wesley exclaimed, “not to me, but to
the precious blood of Christ that cleanses us from all sin!”
John Wesley really did have something more to give the thief that night—the good news of
salvation. And we have the same responsibility to share the gospel with those who cross
our paths.— by Henry G. Bosch (Ibid)
The Gospel is a priceless gift
to be freely given to others.
There Is Power in the Blood
--Lewis E Jones, 1899
Would you be free from the burden of sin?
There’s power in the blood, power in the blood;
Would you o’er evil a victory win?
There’s wonderful power in the blood.

Refrain
There is power, power, wonder working power
In the blood of the Lamb;
There is power, power, wonder working power
In the precious blood of the Lamb.
Would you be free from your passion and pride?
There’s power in the blood, power in the blood;
Come for a cleansing to Calvary’s tide;
There’s wonderful power in the blood.

Refrain
Would you be whiter, much whiter than snow?

There’s power in the blood, power in the blood;
Sin stains are lost in its life giving ﬂow.
There’s wonderful power in the blood.

Refrain
Would you do service for Jesus your King?
There’s power in the blood, power in the blood;
Would you live daily His praises to sing?
There’s wonderful power in the blood.

Refrain
Secrets - "God is light,” the apostle reminded us, “and in Him is no darkness at all” (1 Jn.
1:5). But if that is true, how can a holy God have anything to do with the likes of us?
Fyodor Dostoevsky, in Notes from the Underground, writes what we all know: “There are
certain things in a man’s past which he does not divulge to everybody but, perhaps, only
to friends. Again, there are certain things he will not divulge even to his friends; he will
divulge them perhaps only to himself, and that too as a secret. But, ﬁnally there are things
which he is afraid to divulge even to himself, and every decent man has quite an
accumulation of such things in his mind.”
If we have so many deep dark secrets, how can we hope to have fellowship with God? An
illustration from Martin Luther’s life shows us. Luther had a dream in which he stood before
God. Satan was there to accuse Luther, and when the books were opened the accuser
pointed to sin after sin in his life. Luther despaired. Then he remembered the cross and,
turning to the devil, he quoted 1 John 1:7, “The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us
from all sin.”
Because of Jesus, sinners can be forgiven and stand before a holy God. How do you stand
today?— by Haddon W. Robinson (Our Daily Bread, Copyright RBC Ministries, Grand
Rapids, MI. Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved)
Thinking It Over
"God is light" (1Jn. 1:5). What does that mean?
What creates distance between us and God? (1Jn. 1:6,8,10).
What is the solution to the problem? (1Jn. 1:9).
No sin is so secret
that it is beyond God's forgiveness.
There When You Need It - When I donated blood some time ago, a nurse gave me a
card to read while a pint of the vital red ﬂuid was ﬂowing out of my vein. The card showed
the percentages of people who have the diﬀerent blood types. Here are some of them:

O Positive 37.4%
A Positive 35.7%
A Negative 6.3%
B Negative 1.5%
The rarest, AB Negative, is found in only 1 in 167 people, or 0.6% of the population. Then
the card made this eye-catching statement: “The rarest blood type is the one that’s not
there when you need it.”
That reminded me of a supply of blood that is one of a kind and always available to those
who ask for it. 1John 1:7 states
The blood of Jesus Christ His Son
cleanses us from all sin.
It was the death of Christ, the shedding of His blood, that satisﬁed the demand of a holy
God as payment for our sins (Heb 9:12-note, Heb 9:22-note). So now, whenever a person
cries out in faith to God, repenting of his sin and pleading for forgiveness, his prayer for
salvation is answered.
I am deeply grateful that Jesus was willing to die on the cross, giving His blood for me, so
that forgiveness was available when I needed it. Aren’t you?— by David C. Egner (Ibid)
Lord, I believe Your precious blood,
Which at the mercy seat of God
Forever does for sinners plead,
For me, e'en for my soul was shed.
—Nikolaus von Zinzendorf (Biography)
Jesus takes our sin
and gives us His salvation.
Thanksgiving Pardon - Each year at the end of November, the President of the United
States issues an oﬃcial pardon for the National Thanksgiving Turkey. During this
lighthearted ceremony, one president remarked: “Our guest of honor looks a little nervous.
Nobody’s told him yet that I’m going to give him a pardon.” The poor turkey had a good
reason to be uneasy—without an acquittal, he was doomed to be Thanksgiving dinner.
We are in a similar situation when it comes to our sin. Without God’s pardon, we’re on our
way to certain demise. This condition is a direct result of our own wrongdoing. The Bible
says, “The wages of sin is death” (Ro 6:23-note). However, we can be set free from this
death sentence because God’s Son bore our sin in His body on the cross, “that we, having
died to sins, might live for righteousness—by whose stripes you were healed” (1Peter
2:24-note). First John 1:7 tells us that Jesus’ blood “cleanses us from all sin.”

We can accept God’s pardon for our sin and receive eternal life when we confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord and believe that God raised Him from the dead (Ro 10:9-note). Today,
consider how you will respond to God’s oﬀer of forgiveness.— by Jennifer Benson Schuldt
(Ibid)
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide.
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow—
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!
—Chisholm
Through faith in Christ,
we receive God’s pardon and escape sin’s penalty.

VINCENT'S BRIEF EXCURSUS
ON THE NAMES OF OUR LORD
Marvin Vincent includes a brief review of the names of our Lord and their uses in John's
epistles…
The name in John, as in the Bible elsewhere, has two distinct, but closely connected
meanings.
1. The Revelation of the Divine Being by a special title.
2. The whole sum of the manifold revelations gathered up so as to form one supreme
revelation.
The latter sense is illustrated in 3 John 7, where “the name” absolutely includes the
essential elements of the Christian creed, the complete revelation of Christ’s work in
relation to God and man. Compare John 20:31; Acts 5:41.
In 1John 2:12, the term is more limited, referring to Christ as He lived on earth and gave
Himself for “the brethren.” In 1Jn 3:23; 5:13, the exact sense is deﬁned by what follows.
ACTUAL NAMES USED
(I.) His Son Jesus Christ. 1John 1:3; 3:23; 5:20. The divine antecedent is diﬀerently
described in each case, and the diﬀerence colors the phrase. In 1John 1:3, the Father
(compare John 3). In 1Jn 3:23, God. In 1Jn 5:20, He that is true. Thus the sonship of Christ
is regarded in relation to God as Father, as God, and as satisfying the divine ideal which
man is able to form. The whole phrase; His Son Jesus Christ, includes the two elements
of the confessions which John makes prominent.
1. Jesus is the Son of God (1Jn 4:15; 5:5).
2. Jesus is the Christ (1Jn 2:22; 5:1).

The constituents of the compressed phrase are all used separately by John.
(1.) Jesus. 1Jn 2:22; 5:1; 4:3 (where the correct reading omits Christ). The thought is
that of the Lord in His perfect historic humanity.
(2.) Christ. 2 John 9. Pointing to the preparation made under the old covenant.
( 3 ) . Jesus Christ. 2:1; 5:6; 2 John 7. Combining the ideas of true humanity and
messianic position.
( 4 . ) The Son. 1Jn 2:22, 23, 24; 4:14; 5:12. The absolute relation of Sonship to
Fatherhood.
(5.) The Son of God. 1Jn 3:8; 5:10, 12, 13, 20. Compare His Son (1Jn 4:10; 5:9), where
the immediate antecedent is Theos God; and 1Jn 5:18, He that was begotten of God.
Combination of the ideas of Christ’s divine dignity and divine sonship.
(6.) Jesus His (God’s) Son. 1Jn 1:7. Two truths. The blood of Christ is available and
eﬃcacious.
( 7 ) . His (God’s) Son, His only Son. 1Jn 4:9. The uniqueness of the gift is the
manifestation of love.
The Son in various forms is eminently characteristic of the First and Second Epistles, in
which it occurs more times than in all Paul’s Epistles.
Kurios, Lord, is not found in the Epistles, but occurs in the Gospel, and often in the
Revelation.

WALKING IN THE LIGHT
by Norman Harrison
Norman Harrison has an excellent "treatise" on the Source of Light, the impact of Light
in us and the impact of Light through us…
1 John 1:7 "If we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship one with
another"
Every privileged relationship of life carries with it a correspondent responsibility of
opportunity.
Yet our Christian privilege is such as to minister an abounding grace of power for the
discharge of every Christian duty. As no warrior wars at his own charges, neither does the
Christian walk in reliance upon his own resources. He is but putting the Abiding Life into
practice. He is bringing to expression the secret resources of a redeemed soul. He is
demonstrating what it means to be brought out of darkness into His marvelous light. He is
qualiﬁed for being and doing what is incumbent upon all believers. "For," says Paul, "ye
were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light"

(Ephesians 5:8).

I. LIGHT AT ITS SOURCE
To know light, and therefore what it means to be in fellowship with light, we must trace it
back to its source. As the swift-winged sunbeam that kisses our cheek, when passed
through the spectrum, yields up the qualities of the energizing sun from which it
emanated, just so is all spiritual light. "God is Light." And again, "In Thy light shall we
see light." In GOD is light in the absolute, such light as, coming from GOD, makes known
to men His being and nature.
1. LIGHT IS PURE. It suﬀers no admixture of anything foreign to it. It is incapable of
adulteration or contamination. Nothing extraneous can by any possibility attach itself to
it. What a picture of our Lord JESUS CHRIST manifesting the purity of Deity in His walk
among men. Touching the unclean, He was not deﬁled. Passing through the haunts of sin
and iniquity, in sympathetic contact with the shame and sorrow of human life, He
emerged sinless and stainless. What a portrayal, as well, of the purity that must ever
attach to and characterize the life that partakes of the divine nature.
2. LIGHT IS PERVASIVE. It enters the least opening accessible to it. It searches out the
recesses that otherwise would remain dark, dank and dismal. It penetrates the gloom,
leaving it no alternative but to ﬂee before its presence. Science long since disclosed the
value of this pervasive quality of light in laying hold of every lurking germ of disease,
whether in the homes of men or in the human system. Such is the ministry of Him who
came as the world's Light. So far from sin fastening upon Him, it could not even stand in
His presence. How often men found themselves confronted with the penetration of His
searching insight, only to yield up the sinful unworthiness of their thoughts and actions.
3. LIGHT IS POWERFUL, with a power that is peculiarly its own. No agency known to
man travels so swiftly or so far, yet does its work so silently and unobtrusively. From the
farthest stellar spaces it reaches to us, revealing yonder worlds upon worlds. From our
sun it bears upon its beams a multiform ministry for the sustaining of life and the
maintaining of industry. The power put forth in a single day is wholly beyond compute.
Yet all is done noiselessly - there is no sound; and gently - there is no jar, but a quiet
persistent putting forth of its powers to heal and help.
All of this, and so much more, is our wonderful Light, in whom is "no darkness at all," and
with whom He has brought us into fellowship, to a privileged sharing of these qualities
with Himself.

II. LIGHT IN US
He who said, "I am the Light of the world," turned to His followers with a declaration
startling in its directness: "Ye are the light of the world." For this inescapable commission
to lighten a benighted world we shall qualify only as we "walk in the light," that is, in

abiding union with the Light, permitting Him to impart His qualities to us. Doing its
wonted work in us:
1. LIGHT REVEALS. It is the Psalmist who says, "In Thy light shall we see light." Our
darkness is doubly caused: absence of light and loss of sight. This latter lack is made up
to us, restored in the New Birth. The former is remedied by the Abiding Life, the
continual communicating presence of the Spirit, linking us with the source of all light,
even with Him in whom is no darkness. Is it strange that such an association should
bring to light a foul brood, hiding in the heart, whose presence we had failed to suspect
hitherto? It required the Light to reveal them. But a continued disavowal of their
presence, in a claiming of sinlessness in either nature or action (I John 1:8, 10) belies the
reality of the relationship we profess. On the other hand, sensitiveness to sin is the sign
of His illuminating, self-revealing presence. Hence it is that some of the most godly
saints, walking daily in a closeness of fellowship with Him, have been characterized by a
confessed consciousness of sin beyond their fellows. They were living in the Light that
made evident the contrast between themselves and Himself.
This experience ﬁnds divine interpretation in the spiritual autobiography of the prophet
Isaiah. It was when he "saw the Lord" in the pure, white light of His holiness that he
discovered, and at once decried, a personal uncleanness: "Woe is me; I am undone; I am
unclean." And that confession brought the full relief of a further revelation of the Lord as
the GOD of cleansing.
2. LIGHT CLEANSES. Twice the Apostle uses this word (I John 1:7, 9) to assure us that
our so great salvation not only reveals sin to us but relieves us from it. Calvary's cross
that gave us "the blood of God" as the full and suﬃcient ground for sin's pardon also
provided just as fully for sin's pollution. And as the need is continuous, so also the
cleansing: "The blood of Jesus Christ His Son keeps cleansing us from all sin." That the
blood should prove continuously eﬃcacious as sin's double cure, cleansing from both its
guilt and power, two conditions are to be met.
Note the double "if" of cleansing: "If we walk in the light" (vs. 7), that is, "keep ourselves
clear to the light" (a word Paul uses in writing to the Philippians), harboring nothing that
savors of darkness, concealing nothing that Light longs to search out and put away; and
again, "If we confess our sins" (vs. 9), the times and ways in which we have deﬁled
ourselves by failure to walk in Light's perfect day.
As we meet this latter condition He is "faithful and righteous" to "forgive and cleanse" these beneﬁts, claimed on the ground of Calvary's blood, are not a matter of mercy but
rather of righteousness on GOD's part in carrying out the principles and provisions of the
cross. Why walk in darkness, child of GOD's grace, when such a Heaven-lit path is your
privilege all the way to glory!
3. LIGHT TRANSFORMS. Cleansing is in itself a negative process. It takes from rather

than adds to. It prepares for something better. The Abiding Life is far more than a house
swept and freed from dirt, yet empty and unbeautiﬁed. The Heavenly Guest, the
indwelling Presence, having revealed the uncleanness of the heart, having responded to
our cry of confession with His cleansing work, now proceeds to make over the home of
our hearts in conformity to His holy tastes and desires. Is there hatred there in hiding? It
is His delight to displace it with love - His love.
- Does He ﬁnd a fondness for the world? He will turn our eyes to our blessed Lord and His
loveliness.
- Does He sense in us a growing carelessness toward His commandments? He will foster
in us a new faithfulness.
- Are we in danger of being deceived by the doubts and denials, the cults and the isms of
the "last time"?
He is within to set us right with a divine insight and understanding. (All these are listed in
chapter two of our Epistle - THE GOSPEL OF LOVE)

III. LIGHT THROUGH US
We must ever remember that the ministry of Light does not terminate in us. Light
bestows its blessing upon us and works its work in us that it may accomplish its mission
in the world through us.
1. LIGHT REFLECTS ITS SOURCE. Every sunbeam calls attention to that mighty
source of exhaustless energy from whose bosom it springs. In each moment of its
shining the sun is
magniﬁed. In every place that it penetrates the glories of the sun are celebrated. So our
Lord, calling Himself "the Light of the world," calls us to a life in Him that we in turn may
minister light to others. These are His words, deﬁning our responsibility: "Ye are the light
of the world … Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works,
and glorify your Father which is in heaven" (Matthew 5:14, 16).
In electricity we are familiar with the function of the transformer. By it the voltage of the
high tension wire - too high for man's use - is transformed, stepped down and passed on
at a voltage that is safe and serviceable. Every Christian is called to be a transformer
The human eye cannot look with safety upon the sun; even at so great a distance its
glory is forbidding. So also is GOD. But His glory was manifested, stepped down to us, in
human ﬂesh. And when we beheld that glory He "shined in our hearts, to give the light of
the knowledge of God in the face of Jesus Christ" - this, that we in turn might pass on the
light, translated into terms of daily living.
Since GOD is love, one simple, practical test of our walking in the light is our reﬂecting of
love in the daily relationship of life: "He that saith he is in the light, and hateth his
brother, is in darkness even until now. He that loveth his brother abideth in the light, and

there is none occasion of stumbling in him. But he that hateth his brother is in darkness,
and walketh in darkness, and knoweth not whither he goeth, because that darkness hath
blinded his eyes" (1John 2:9-11).
2. LIGHT OPPOSES DARKNESS. It cannot do otherwise. It does so by its very nature.
Light and darkness can never make a truce. When we are called "light in the Lord" and
bidden to "walk as children of light," the further exhortation is inescapable: "For ye were
sometime darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light; … and
have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them"
(Ephesians 5:8, 11).
John, with our Lord JESUS, sees the world as a system essentially opposed to GOD, out of
which we were bought, from which we were dissociated that we might be united to Him.
He views the world as darkness, dominated by "the wicked one." To walk in the light we
must not bring ourselves under its sway, but rather reprove it. Therefore: "Love not the
world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the
Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the ﬂesh, and the lust of the
eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. And the world passeth
away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth forever" (1John
2:15-17).
3. LIGHT RADIATES BOUNDLESS BLESSINGS. Actuated by limitless energy, with
ceaseless activity the ray of light performs a ministry of blessing and benefaction
beyond compute. Enfolded in its bosom are the essential qualities of its source, borne
afar for the quickening and restoring of life. As we write, the latest discovered use of the
light beam is to carry the mind of men in music or spoken word, much as he has formerly
depended upon the electriﬁed wire or the wireless radio. Surely the child of GOD has yet
to realize the manifold ministry our blessed Lord waits to perform through His light in the
soul of His people.

LIVING THE RADIANT LIFE
It should be evident that to walk in the light, as the Apostle portrays it, must result in a
radiant life; a life that is marked not so much by eﬀort to bless as by the instinctive
outgoing of blessing. Such a life results from being continually energized at the Source.
It is a life lived in the light of His countenance, only to let that light leap to our
countenance.
Two instances grace the pages of the Old Testament, the one illustrative of the other.
They occur in Psalm 34 and Exodus 34.
The Psalmist tells the experience of certain of GOD's people: "They looked unto Him, and
were lightened." Yes, they were - lightened with His light. But more is the meaning of the
word! which is, "and were radiant." The light leaped to their faces, to be reﬂected back
with a divine radiancy. It was an experience of GOD, plus its expression in blessing to

others. Then Moses. He went up into the mount and let GOD talk to him. When he came
down everyone knew where he had been. His face showed it. It shone. Separated from
the world unto GOD he walked in the light until the light talked through him.
Thank GOD for radiant Christians, bespeaking the quiet and contentment of a divinely
satisﬁed soul, seeing whom the world believes anew in GOD and hungers afresh after
Him!
Recently a dear friend, well up in the business world, told the writer of the remark of a
mutual acquaintance. Having watched, through the years, the consistent yet joyous life
of this friend, he was constrained to remark: "If -- were to go wrong I would lose my faith
in GOD and all the Christianity I possess." To him our business friend speaks of GOD. And
why? That life, as the writer learns, is fed at the Source. Our friend loves to steal away
for hours of quiet fellowship with Him. He is walking in the Light; and the life is radiant.
(WALKING IN THE LIGHT )

