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1 JOHN 3

What is this? On the photograph of the Observation Worksheet for this chapter you will find handwritten5W/H questions (Who?
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What? Where? When? Why? How?) on each verse to help you either personally study or lead a discussion on this chapter. The
questions are generally very simple and are stated in such a way as to stimulate you to observe the text to discern the answer. As a
reminder, given the truth that your ultimate Teacher is the Holy Spirit, begin your time with God with prayer such as Psalm 119:12+
"Blessed are You, O LORD; Teach me Your statutes." (you can vary it with similar prayers - Ps 119:18, 26, 33, 64, 66, 68, 108, 124,
135, 171, etc) The questions are generally highlighted in yellow and the answers in green. Some questions have no answers and are
left to your observations and the illuminating/teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit. Some qualifying thoughts - (1) Use "As is" - these
are handwritten and will include mistakes | made, etc. (2) They may not be the best question for a given verse and my guess is that
on some verses you will think of a far superior 5W/H question and/or many other questions.

Dr Howard Hendricks once gave an assignment to his seminary students to list as many observations as they could from Acts 1:8.
He said "So far they’'ve come up with more than 600 different ones! Imagine what fun you could have with 600 observations on this
passage. Would you like to see Scripture with eyes like that?" (P. 63 Living by the Book - borrow) With practice you can! And
needless to say, you will likely make many more observations and related questions than | recorded on the pages below and in fact |
pray that the Spirit would indeed lead you to discover a veritable treasure chest of observations and questions! In Jesus' Name.
Amen

Why am | doing this? Mortimer Adler among others helped me develop a questioning mindset as | read, seeking to read actively
rather than passively. Over the years | have discovered that as | have practiced reading with a 5W/H questioning mindset, it has
yielded more accurate interpretation and the good fruit of meditation. In other words, consciously interacting with the inspired Holy
Word of God and the illuminating Holy Spirit has honed my ability to meditate on the Scripture, and my prayer is that this tool will
have the same impact in your spiritual life. The benefits of meditation are literally priceless in regard to their value in this life and in
the life to come (cf discipline yourself for godliness in 1Ti 4:8+.) For some of the benefits - see Joshua 1:8+ and Psalm 1:2-3+. It will
take diligence and mental effort to develop an "inductive" (especially an "observational”), interrogative mindset as you read God's
Word, but it bears repeating that the benefits in this life and the rewards in the next will make it more than worth the effort you
invest! Dear Christian reader let me encourage you to strongly consider learning the skills of inductive Bible study and spending the
rest of your life practicing them on the Scriptures and living them out in your daily walk with Christ.

Although Mortimer Adler's advice is from a secular perspective, his words are worth pondering...

Strictly, all reading is active. What we call passive is simply less active. Reading is better or worse according
as it is more or less active. And one reader is better than another in proportion as he is capable of a greater
range of activity in reading. (Adler's classic book How to Read a Book is free online)

John Piper adds that "Insight or understanding is the product of intensive, headache-producingmeditation on two or three verses
and how they fit together. This kind of reflection and rumination is provoked by asking questions of the text And you cannot do it if
you hurry. Therefore, we must resist the deceptive urge to carve notches in our bibliographic gun. Take two hours to ask ten
questions of Galatians 2:20+ and you will gain one hundred times the insight you would have attained by reading thirty pages of the
New Testament or any other book. Slow down. Query. Ponder. Chew.... (John Dewey rightly said) "People only truly think when they
are confronted with a problem. Without some kind of dilemma to stimulate thought, behavior becomes habitual rather than
thoughtful.”

“Asking questions is the key to understanding.”
--Jonathan Edwards

That said, below are the 5W/H questions for each verse in this chapter (click page to enlarge). This is not neatly typed but is
handwritten and was used for leading a class discussion on this chapter, so you are welcome to use it in this "as is" condition...

1John 3:10 By this the children of God and the children of the devil are obvious: anyone who does not practice
righteousness is not of God, nor the one who does not love his brother:

Greek: en touto phanera estin (3SPAI) ta tekna tou theou kai ta tekna tou diabolou pas o me poion (PAPMSN)
dikaiosunen ouk estin (3SPAI) ek tou theou kai 0 me agapon (PAPMSN) ton adelphon autou.

KJV 1 John 3:10 In this the children of God are manifest, and the children of the devil: whosoever doeth not
righteousness is not of God, neither he that loveth not his brother.

BGT 1 John 3:10 vTOoT Qavep OTIVT TKVXTO Be0 K& T TKvVOTO BIof Aou- TG [ TT0I vV BIKOIOO VNV O K
OTIV KTO Be0, KX P yomvTv OeAp v aTO .
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NET 1 John 3:10 By this the children of God and the children of the devil are revealed: Everyone who does
not practice righteousness— the one who does not love his fellow Christian— is not of God.

CSB 1 John 3:10 This is how God's children-- and the Devil's children-- are made evident. Whoever does not
do what is right is not of God, especially the one who does not love his brother.

ESV 1 John 3:10 By this it is evident who are the children of God, and who are the children of the devil:
whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is the one who does not love his brother.

NIV 1 John 3:10 This is how we know who the children of God are and who the children of the devil are:
Anyone who does not do what is right is not a child of God; nor is anyone who does not love his brother.

NLT 1 John 3:10 So now we can tell who are children of God and who are children of the devil. Anyone who
does not live righteously and does not love other believers does not belong to God.

NRS 1 John 3:10 The children of God and the children of the devil are revealed in this way: all who do not do
what is right are not from God, nor are those who do not love their brothers and sisters.

NJB 1 John 3:10 This is what distinguishes the children of God from the children of the devil: whoever does
not live uprightly and does not love his brother is not from God.

NAB 1 John 3:10 In this way, the children of God and the children of the devil are made plain; no one who
fails to act in righteousness belongs to God, nor anyone who does not love his brother.

YLT 1 John 3:10 In this manifest are the children of God, and the children of the devil; every one who is not
doing righteousness, is not of God, and he who is not loving his brother,

MIT 1 John 3:10 Here is how to differentiate God's children from the devil's children: Everyone who does not
practice righteousness and love his brother is not a descendant of God.

GWN 1 John 3:10 This is the way God's children are distinguished from the devil's children. Everyone who
doesn't do what is right or love other believers isn't God's child.

BBE 1 John 3:10 In this way it is clear who are the children of God and who are the children of the Evil One;
anyone who does not do righteousness or who has no love for his brother, is not a child of God.

RSV 1 John 3:10 By this it may be seen who are the children of God, and who are the children of the devil:
whoever does not do right is not of God, nor he who does not love his brother.

NKJ 1 John 3:10 In this the children of God and the children of the devil are manifest: Whoever does not
practice righteousness is not of God, nor is he who does not love his brother.

ASV 1 John 3:10 In this the children of God are manifest, and the children of the devil: whosoever doeth not
righteousness is not of God, neither he that loveth not his brother.

Wouest - In this is apparent the born-ones of God and the born-ones of the devil. Every one who is not
habitually doing righteousness is not of God, also the one who is not habitually loving his brother. (Eerdmans
Publishing - used by permission)

children of God: 1 Jn 5:2 Lu 6:35 Ro 8:16,17 Eph 5:1
children of the devil - Mt 13:38 John 8:44+ Ac 13:10
Anyone who does not - 1 Jn 3:7,8 2:29

Is not of God - 1Jn 4:3,4,6 5:19 John 8:47 3Jn 1:11

1 John 3 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

Related Passages:

Luke 6:35+ “But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return; and your reward will
be great, and you will be sons of the Most High; for He Himself is kind to ungrateful and evil men.

Romans 8:16-17 The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children,
heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him in order that we may also be
glorified with Him.

Ephesians 5:1+ Therefore be (present imperative see our need to depend on the Holy Spirit to obey) imitators
of God, as beloved children;
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Matthew 13:38+ and the field is the world; and as for the good seed, these are the sons of the kingdom; and
the tares are the sons of the evil one;

John 8:44+ “You (NOTE WHO "YOU" IS IN CONTEXT - SEE Jn 8:31+) are of your father the devil, and you
want to do the desires of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth,
because there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature; for he is a liar,
and the father of lies.

Acts 13:10+ and said, “You (Bar-desus) who are full of all deceit and fraud, youson of the devil, you enemy
of all righteousness, will you not cease to make crooked the straight ways of the Lord?

"WHO'S YOUR DADDY?"
IT SHOULD BE OBVIOUS!

Have you ever heard the slang American phrase "Who's your daddy?" which is often asked as a rhetorical question? It is
commonly used as a boastful claim of dominance over the intended listener. Or stated another way it is an expression which asserts
one's authority over the person to whom the question is posed. In the context of 1 John 3:10, who is your "daddy?" the question is
"Is God your Father or is the Devil your father?" It is either one or the other. There is no middle ground on this question. So how can
you discern who your "Daddy" is? John says it is BY THIS. This should provoke a question "by what" or "what is this?" This is simply
by your practice or by your lifestyle, one can determine in which family they belong. Note carefully the answer to what is "by this" is
not whether you profess to believe in Jesus, not whether you go to church regularly (and have done this all your life), not whether
you belong to one particular denomination, not to whether other people think you are a "good person," not to whether you think you
are a "good person," and the list goes on. The spiritual "pedigree" for being in God's family and having Him as your legitimate Father
is are you righteous in His sight. Are you justified (declared righteous)? That is, is your POSITION before God, that of being in right
standing with Him, and the only way to be in right standing is by being in His Son by grace through faith in Jesus Christ. And how do
you know you are in Christ, that you are righteous in your POSITION? The simple answer is that you practice righteousness as a
habit of your life. Not that you are sinless but that over time you sin less and less. While your POSITION in Christ is PERFECT and
eternally secure, your practice will not be perfect in this life because you still possess the old sin nature within your mortal body. And
so you will still commit sins. The difference is not in your "PERFECTION," but in your "DIRECTION." If your lifestyle is generally
"heavenward" (progressive sanctification) than that is good evidence that God is your Father. And this will show itself in how your
treat your "brother." If you are not loving your brother (present tense), that is evidence that your father is the Devil. This concept of
"who is your daddy" is so critical, that it is discussed in more detail in the notes that follow. The "inheritance" from one Father is
eternal life with Jesus in Heaven, while the "inheritance" from the other father is eternal death separated forever from God in Hell.

Ligon Duncan - ‘The children of God and the children of the devil are distinguishable by the contrast of their subtle habit and
character. He says this: “By this the children of God and the children of the devil are obvious: anyone who does not practice
righteousness is not of God, nor the one who does not love his brother.” John’s concern is for Christians to have a concern for
pursuing holiness. John is telling us that those who know what Christ is like want to be like Him. Some of you are married. Can you
remember early in your relationship when you began to see qualities in your spouse that you admired? You thought to yourself, ‘She
is a woman of such upstanding integrity, and it made you want to be like she was. Or perhaps you said, ‘He is a man of such
kindness and justice, and | want to be like that” Well, everyone who is born of God sees the qualities of the heavenly Father
displayed in Jesus Christ, and in the depths of our being begins to say, “Lord, that’'s what | want to be like. | want to be like Him.
Make me like Your Son. Make me want to be like Your Son. Against all the temptations of the world and the flesh and the devil,
cause this desire to grow.” That's what John is urging us to. John is telling us that we should not only relish the forgiveness of sins
that we have in Jesus Christ, but recognize that He came to make us like Himself. “Conformed to the image of His Father, He who
was the very image of the invisible God.” May God help us to pursue that righteousness by grace. (1 John 2:29 - 3:10 The Test of

Righteousness)

By this - This should prompt you to ask 'By what?" Read on where John proceeds to explain the only two kinds of children in the
world, children of God and children of the devil. There is no intermediate state. You can not belong partially to one and partially to
the other. You are "all in" (as they say). You are alive in the Spirit or dead in your trespasses and sins (Eph 2:1). You are either in
Christ or in Adam (dead in your sins) (1 Cor 15:22) When the "flood" (figuratively speaking) of God's righteous wrath comes (1 Th
1:10) you are either safe in the "Ark," Christ Jesus, or you will die in your sins (Jn 8:24) and be washed away eternally from the
presence of God (2 Th 1:7-9).

Wuest - The words “by this” point particularly to what follows, although a secondary reference might be to what
precedes. (Eerdmans Publishing - used by permission)

W E Vine - In this (by this)}—while this phrase recalls what has just been said, it also serves to introduce the contrast about to be
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stated. For in v. 9 the apostle has mentioned what characterizes the children of God. In v. 10 he is about to restate what
characterizes the children of the devil. “In this” governs what is said of both families.(Collected Writings)

By this the children (teknon) of God (theos) and the children (teknon) of the devil (diabolos) are obvious (phaneros) - Obvious
means plain, evident, easily discovered, seen or understood, readily perceived with the eye or intellect. John is preparing to state an
obvious truth (if one lets the text say what it says!)

THE TEST OF PATERNITY!

As a physician | used to perform paternity testing in the Blood Bank and so | found Daniel Akin's following comment interesting -
"The foolproof test in this paternity dispute is to take swabs of lifestyle, and the one that shows no evidence of someone doing the
right thing can’t be God’s child." (Italics mine) That works in medicine and it works in theology...

No fruit, no root.
No changed conduct, no changed heart.
No changed spiritual life, no changed spiritual family!

Jesus Himself summed up Paul's great work of the Gospel declaring that he was sending him to Gentiles "to open their eyes so that
they may turn from darkness to light and from the dominion of Satan to (the dominion of) God, in order that they may receive
forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who have been sanctified by faith in Me." (Acts 26:18+) If an individual's "eyes"
have never been spiritually opened, they are still in the kingdom of Satan and under his dominion as "children of the devil." The
Greek word for dominion is exousia which in this context means that the devil has the might and the right when it comes to your life.
This does not meal you will join a Satanic cult, but that your general decisions are to some degree under the dominion of the devil.

Children (teknon) of God (theos) and the children (teknon) of the devil (diabolos) (cp Acts 13:10) - All the world is in one of two
families. Children of God can never become children of the Devil, but praise God for His great mercy and grace thatchildren of
the Devil can become children of God by grace through faith in the Gospel of Jesus Christ (Eph 2:8-9). John proceeds to give two
markers of one's "family line." One is not in God's family if he or she (1) does not practice righteousness or (2) love his brother.

Vine - the distinction is now clearly marked by the contrasting relationships. The tree is known by its fruit. Whether a person is born
of God or is unregenerate is to be tested by his manner of life. While the phrase “the children of the Devil” does not occur elsewhere
in the New Testament, yet the Lord interpreted the tares in the parable, as “the sons of the Evil One,” the word “sons” conveying the
thought of likeness to parentage. In John 8:44+ the Lord says to the Jews who were intent upon murdering Him, “ye are of your
father the Devil, and the lusts of your father it is your will to do.” Again, Elymas the sorcerer was called a “son of the Devil” (Acts
13:10). While the word “children” here expresses relationship, yet the apostle is stressing the evidence of it rather than the mere

relationship. (Collected Writings)

Here is a comment by Zane Hodges (The Epistles of John) on the children of the devil - "There is no good reason to take this
phrase as a reference to unsaved people generally." Ed comment: Why not? This comment directly counters the simple reading of
the text! You do not have to be a Greek scholar (Hodges was a Greek scholar) to discern that even the context explains that those
people who habitually do not "practice righteousness are not of God "Hodges even goes to the extreme to say that a truly
regenerate person could...be called a child of the devil." Woe! This statement is frightening! It is so contra to what John says, one
can hardly believe Hodges made this statement! Beloved be wary of ANYTHING written by Zane Hodges and also be very wary
when reading commentaries by ANYONE WHO QUOTES him in a positive light! Read the paper The Unusual Teachings of Zane
Hodges.and see the first entry under 1 John 3 Resources.

Middleton Bible comments on Hodges' unusual interpretation regarding this verse - According to Hodges,
righteous living proves that a person is saved but wicked living does not prove that a person is lost. Apparently
a person can gain assurance if he is living righteously, but if he is living wickedly he need not worry too
much. (ED: WOE!) Hodges teaches that saved persons can live just as wickedly as unsaved persons. Dillow
says this: "When a Christian is ‘of the devil, John means that, when he commits even one sinful act, in the
doing of that act, the source of it was Satan" (p.172). John is not speaking of one sinful act or a single
occurrence of unrighteousness. He speaking of a person who does not practice righteousness. His life is
characterized by practicing unrighteousness. He does not love his brother. He is likened to Cain, who was "of
that wicked one" (1 Jn 3:12+). Because he hates his brother he is likened to a murderer (1 Jn 3:15), "and ye
know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him" (1Jn 3:15+). It is hard to imagine what stronger words
could have been used to describe an unsaved person! (Bold added)(Children of God and Children of the Devil

For >100 pages of discussion of the unusual teachings of Zane Hodges, et al click here for index of topics)

Notice also that these two contrasting families put to rest the false belief in the so-called "universal fatherhood of God and
brotherhood of man." God is not EVERYONE'S Father!
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Warren Wiersbe - Yielding to sin is the distinguishing mark of “the children of the devil” (1 John 3:10). They profess, or claim, one
thing, but they practice another. Satan is a liar and the father of lies (John 8:44+, ED: Read Titus 1:16+), and his children are like
their father. “He that saith, ‘I know [God],” and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him” (1 John 2:4+). The
children of the devil try to deceive God’s children into thinking that a person can be a Christian and still practice sin. “Little children,
let no man deceive you; he that doeth righteousness is righteous, even as he [God] is righteous” (1 John 3:7+). (Commentary)

Ray Stedman - | do not think anything could be put plainer than that (1Jn 3:10). It is crystal clear from this verse that all humanity, in
the sight of God, is divided into two classes. Someone has said that people may be divided into two classes, the righteous and the
unrighteous; and the classifying is always done by the righteous! Unfortunately, that may be true. Certainly it is true that humanity is
divided into two classes -- not three, as we often fondly imagine. We would like to think there are the children of the devil, and the
children of God, and then there is a vast group in between who are morally neutral, neither devilish nor angelic. Perhaps, if pressed
on the point, most people would classify themselves in the middle somewhere. But God says "No." Characteristically throughout this
letter, John draws the extremes of black and white, but these are not simply his ideas. These reflect the actual situation. Truth is truth
and error is error. We have seen this before. John says there is no fellowship between them, no possible blending. There are no
gray areas of truth -- it is either white or its opposite, black. There are no shades or degrees of truth. So it is in this matter of
mankind -- we either belong to the children of God, or we are children of the devil, one or the other. There are not three classes... As
we view humanity from the Biblical point of view we see that, without exception, every one of us were born into the family of the
devil. We were born children of the devil because we are part of the fallen race of Adam. We are children of Adam who sold himself
to the devil, and all his children are like him in that respect. The tendency and proclivity toward sin, that twisted perversion, is passed
along to us from our forefathers along with the color of our eyes, the eventual height of our bodies and all other physical features.
We are born with a bent toward evil. You only need to live with a few babies to see this demonstrated. How utterly self-centered a
baby is! There is nothing more self-centered in the world. Everything exists for him, in his thinking. The whole world is there but to
serve his particular need, and that, in essence, is the expression of the life of the devil. It is only by new birth that we become
members of the family of God, children of God. (One or the Other - 1 John 3:10 - Read this entire sermon)

Wauest - Children is tekna, born-ones of the devil in the sense that from Adam they inherit a totally-depraved nature, the same as
the devil has. (Eerdmans Publishing - used by permission)

Devil (1228)(diabolos from dia = through, between + ballo = to cast, throw) means a false accuser, slanderer (one who utters
false charges or misrepresentations which defame and damage another’s reputation), backbiting (malicious comment about one
not present), one given to malicious gossip or a calumniator (one who utters maliciously false statements, charges, or imputations
about, this term imputes malice to the speaker and falsity to the assertions). Wuest says the literal meaning of diabolos is "to

throw through" means “to riddle one with accusations.” Diabolos is applied some 34 times to Satan, the god of this world, and in
each case has the definite article in the Greek ("the" = defining a specific entity) and is never in the plural (the three uses in the
pastoral epistles are all plural) as when applied to men who, by opposing the cause of God, may be said to act the part of the devil
or to side with him.

DIABOLOS 35V - Matt. 4:1; Matt. 4:5; Matt. 4:8; Matt. 4:11; Matt. 13:39; Matt. 25:41; Lk. 4:2; Lk. 4:3; Lk. 4:6;
Lk. 4:13; Lk. 8:12; Jn. 6:70; Jn. 8:44+; Jn. 13:2; Acts 10:38; Acts 13:10; Eph. 4:27; Eph. 6:11; 1 Tim. 3:6; 1
Tim. 3:7; 1 Tim. 3:11; 2 Tim. 2:26; 2 Tim. 3:3; Tit. 2:3; Heb. 2:14; Jas. 4:7; 1 Pet. 5:8; 1 Jn. 3:8; 1 Jn. 3:10;
Jude 1:9; Rev. 2:10; Rev. 12:9; Rev. 12:12; Rev. 20:2; Rev. 20:10

Anyone who does not practice (poieo - present tense) righteousness (dikaiosune) is not (ou - absolutely not) of (ex or ek) nor
the one who does not love (agapao - present tense) his brother - John is saying that it isobvious whether one belongs to the
family of God or the family of the devil. How is it made obvious? John gives two tests or markers of family identity - (1) practice of
righteousness and (2) love for one's brethren. Notice that not of God parallels John's previous description of the devil (1Jn 3:8+).

Beloved, could John
have been any clearer?

Practice (4160) (poieo) means to do or accomplish and is in the present tense in this passage which speaks of continuous
action.

Not of God - Not here is the Greek marker signifying absolute negation. Thus this person is absolutely not of God!

Obvious (evident) (5318)(phanerds from phaino = give light; to make to shine, to cause to become visible fromphos = light;
Study verb phaneroo) means made visible as an external manifestation to senses. Phaneros stresses what is visible to the sight.
Phaneros means conspicuous, apparent, (openly) manifest, obvious, visible, evident, plain, clear, easily seen, open to sight. What
is open and public (Mk 4:22). Webster says that evident means "Clear to the vision or understanding, readily perceived or
apprehended. Evident implies presence of visible signs that lead one to a definite conclusion. Plain. Open to be seen; clear to the
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mental eye; apparent; manifest.”

There is no in-between ground. There are none who are half-and-half.
God's children are known by their righteous lives.
--William MacDonald

Sam Storms - 1 John 3:10a summarizes the substance of the moral test by indicating that the failure to practice righteousness is
the criterion by which to distinguish the children of the devil from the children of God. (1. John 3:4-10a)

THE DEVIL'S

CHILDREN
Unsaved People Habitually
Living Sinful Lives

GOD'S
CHILDREN

Saved People Habitually
Living Spiritual Lives

Listen to Paul's warning about who will not inherit (or enter) the Kingdom of God (another way of saying they have never been born
again - c¢f Jn 3:3-8).

Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality, 20 idolatry, sorcery,
enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions, 21 envying, drunkenness,
carousing, and things like these, of which | forewarn you just as | have forewarned you that those who
practice (prasso in the present tense = as one's habitual practice, the "general direction" of one's life) such
things shall not inherit the kingdom of God. (Gal 5:19-21+)

Paul writing to the sin-filled church at Corinth warned them that practitioners of sin will not inherit the Kingdom of God but some who
come in and try to deceive them saying "Don't worry. If you have made a profession of faith, you have a guaranteed "fire insurance"
policy, no matter how you live the remainder of your life! This is mocking God beloved and the sowing of this evil seed will be
reaped! - see Gal 6:7-8+...

Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived
(present imperative with negative - stop an action that has begun); neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor
adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, 10 nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor
swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of God. (1 Cor 6:9-10+)

Comment - Paul is warning in both Galatians and First Corinthians that if one continues to practice evil
deeds (lawlessness), then their deeds demonstrate that they are not born again, are not new creations in
Christ (2 Cor 5:17+), and do not have the indwelling Holy Spirit (Ro 8:9+), Who is continually energizing
one to have the desire and the power to live in a manner which is pleasing to the Father (Php 2:13NLT+).
In short, they will not receive an inheritance from the Father, the Kingdom of God! Do not be deceived.
Examine yourselves (2 Cor 13:5+).

Anyone who does not practice (poieo - (present tense) righteousness (dikaiosune) is not (ou - absolutely not) of (ex or ek) God -
Anyone includes everyone! Beloved, could this simple statement be any clearer? Habitually living in sin (present tense) identifies a
person as not of God and thus clearly this person is an unbeliever, regardless of what he or she professes. Sadly as discussed
above there are some who twist this passage and try to distort it as a description of a believer! Beware! Do not be deceived (see
above 1 Cor 6:9-10+)! As mentioned, Jesus was very clear that a person can Him 'Lord" but continually practice (present tense)
lawlessness and thus clearly not be a believer! (Mt 7:23+)

It is not talking religion, but walking religion
which proves a man to be sincere

Daniel Akin - John puts the issue in negative terms, not practicing righteousness and not loving others. Plummer is right, “Love is
righteousness in relation to others.” Those who hate sin, who have been set free from the devil and are born of God will practice
righteousness and love others. This is what our God does. This is what His children will do. You see, “the child has the
distinguishing marks of his parents. What he sees his Father do, that is what he will do. What he sees His Savior do, that is what he
will do too.”
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Spurgeon - It were well if we always remembered that practical godliness is the sort of godliness; that it is nottalking religion, but
walking religion which proves a man to be sincere (Webster 1828 on sincere = pure, unmixed, Being in reality what it appears to
be; not feigned; not simulated; not assumed or said for the sake of appearance; real; not hypocritical or pretended.); it is not having
a religious tongue, but a religious heart; it is not a religious mouth, but a religious foot. The best evidence is the salvation of the
soul. Avaunt! (begone, depart). Talkative; go thy way, thou mere professing formalist! Your ways lead down to hell, and your end
shall be destruction; for “He that practices righteousness is righteous, even as He is righteous. He that commits sin is of the devil; for
the devil sinned from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil.”

(1.John 3 Exposition)

Henry Mahan - By attitude, conduct and daily walk it is made perfectly clear who are those who take their nature from God and are
His children, and who are those who take their nature from the devil and are his children. No one who does not practice and seek
godliness and righteousness, who does not seek to be conformed to the will of God in purpose, thought and deeds, is of God. A
man who does not love others is not of God either. A godly walk and a spirit of love and mercy are evidences of grace and faith. The
absence of these is evidence of the absence of grace. (1 John 3 Commentary)

George Findlay - “Children of the Devil” at last St John calls the antinomian religionists outright, who neither “do righteousness”
nor “love their brethren” (1Jn 3:10). He had the warrant for this epithet in the words with which the Lord Jesus stigmatized the Jewish
party who sought His life, who hated the light that shone in Him because their deeds were evil: “You are of your father the Devil, and
the lusts of your father it is your will to do. He was a man-slayer from the beginning, and in the truth he standeth not... He is a liar,
and the father thereof” (John 8:44+). Those who claimed Abraham, and even God, for their father, are referred to this dreadful
paternity, since they have Satan’s disposition and work his will against the Son of God. Their moral affinity proved their spiritual
descent; their features betrayed their family. On the same principle, Elymas the sorcerer was in the eyes of the Apostle Paul, a “son
of the Devil,” being “full of all guile and all villany, an enemy of all righteousness, a perverter of the ways of the Lord” (Acts 13:9 f.). (1
John 3:4-9 Commentary - scroll down to page 252)

Ray Stedman - Now as we have also seen in this passage, and others, once we become a child of God by faith in Jesus Christ and
are really born of God, it is an irreversible process. We cannot be unborn. God, having "begun a good work in you, will perform it
until the day of Jesus Christ,” (Philippians 1:6 KJV). Once that wonderful change has taken place, God himself undertakes to bring
us along, and he will do his job. We cannot lose this new life. Ah, but there is the rub! This is what John is pointing out. There are
many people who sincerely think they are children of God because they have repeated a certain set of words, or prayed a certain
prayer, or gone forward in a meeting, or performed some other activity or ritual, when actually they are not and never have been
born again. They are self-deceived. What has happened is that the flesh, which is subtle, and, as Jeremiah put it, "irreversibly
wicked" Jeremiah 17:9), i.e., unspeakably bad, has determined to remain in the seat of power (as it always does), and has simply
turned religious or moral; perhaps it has cleaned up a few unsavory aspects of life and thus deceived the heart of the individual so
that he thinks he is a Christian because he has done certain things. Now what happens in this case is that such people have been
content with a surface change, or with a mere relief of feelings. Perhaps they were greatly distressed about some condition in their
life, and someone talked to them about Christ. It looked like a way out, so they said, "Well, yes," they would receive Christ, and they
went through the performance of asking him to come into their life. But all they were really looking for was relief from the conditions
they were under. They got relief, there was a temporary betterment of the problem, and they thought this was conversion, this was
regeneration. But they never came to the place where, absolutely helpless, sensing that they could do nothing in themselves any
more, they cast themselves upon the sustaining grace of God. That is what conversion is. It is a feeling of: "I can't do anything to
help myself. There's no improvement that | can bring about. I'm licked. I've got this problem within me, with which I've come face to
face, and which | can do nothing to solve." Then the eye of faith sees the work of Jesus Christ upon the cross as doing for them
what they could never do for themselves, and, casting themselves upon the grace of God in helpless, lack of self-trust, they are born
again. God's Spirit regenerates them and they move into the kingdom of God. "Well," you say, "how do you know that you've been
born again? How can you really tell that this has happened?" This is what Verse 10 is all about. All the apostles tell us this, but no
one puts it any clearer than John. In the latter part of the tenth verse he says, "whoever does not do right is not of God, nor he who
does not love his brother." (1 John 3:10b RSV)

In other words, the unmistakable sign, the "unimitatable" sign, is a two-fold mark. He puts it negatively. If he
has not begun to turn from evil, from wrong, and if he has not begun to love his brother, then he is
only deceiving himself. As we have just seen in the passage before this, John says that he who is born of
God cannot continue to sin (see 1 John 3:9a RSV). He just cannot do it. If you can go on living as you have
always lived before you professed belief in Christ, then you have not been born again. You have only
experienced a surface psychological reaction that is not the new birth at all. And this is quite possible. John
does not say that he who is born of God should not continue to sin, he says he cannot do so, because the life
in him says "No" to these things that are wrong, and he cannot go on in them. John will also go on to show us,
this life in him will inevitably cause a person to begin to love his brother, to love those around him with a new
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kind of love (Ed: Supernaturally enabled love - Gal 5:22+). That is the subject of the next theme he will
develop and this verse introduces it to us. | shall leave that till we come to it, but here is the two-fold mark:
righteousness, and love, and these two are interwoven, intertwined together. You cannot have the one
without the other. As we saw in an earlier message, righteousness is love so behaving as to satisfy justice.
Righteousness and love are thus intertwined together. (One or the Other - 1 John 3:10 - Read this entire
sermon!)

THE SECOND TEST
BROTHERLY LOVE

The one who does not love (agapao - present tense) his brother (adelphos) - This serves to introduce the next section (1Jn 3:11-
24). John had spoken earlier of the importance of love of one's brother (in Christ). (1Jn 2:7-11). This will be discussed in more detail
in the notes on 1Jn 3:11-24.

Brian Bell - The radical distinction between these 2 groups consists in 2 great facts: doing righteousness & loving your brother. 1.
The 1st test is towards God; The 2nd test is towards man. Children of the devil are easy to spot, for they act like their father; in the
same way it should be easy to identify the Children of God for they practice the righteousness of their Father!

John Piper observes that now "John shifts gears and brings us into a discussion of the Christian's obligation to love his brother.
Now John's transition from a discussion of righteousness in general to a discussion of love in particular should not catch us by
surprise. It is not new to us. Already in chapter 2, John has followed the same pattern. In 1John 2:3—6+, John spoke in a general
sense about keeping God's commandments and the assurance of knowing God that such obedience brings (1Jn 2:3+). He ends this
section by asserting that "he who says he abides in him ought to walk in the same way he walked (1Jn 2:6+). But how do we
walk in the same way that he walked? Preeminently by walking in love. And so immediately in 1Jn 2:7-11+ John shifts to a
discussion of loving one's brother. It is on the one hand the old commandment which John's readers had heard from the beginning,
while on the other hand it is a new commandment because its fulfillment belongs to the new age in which the true light is already
shining. Now again in 1 Jn 3, John follows the same pattern. Last week in 1 Jn 3:4-10+ of chapter 3, we considered John's
discussion of righteousness and the way it serves to provide evidence of the new birth and of divine sonship. John spoke in general
terms about not-sinning (1 Jn 3:6+, 1Jn 3:9+) and about doing what is right (1Jn 3:7+, 1Jn 3:10). But what exactly does it mean to
do what is right? The answer is the same: doing what is right means loving your brother. Which is the theme of our passage now.
The same flow of thought of 1 Jn 2 is repeated in 1 Jn 3. The apostle John writes in spirals, not in straight lines. He really has only a
few major points in 1 John, but he keeps returning to them again and again and again, each time in different words, each time at a
higher and higher level. " (1 John 3:11-18 Love: A Matter of Life & Death)

W E Vine - Not to love one’s brother is a special form of not doing righteousness, as righteousness, or right-wiseness, is being right
with God, and brotherly love is a mark of being right with God; the absence of it is a mark of the absence of divine relationship. “The
whole Law is fulfilled in one word, even in this, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself” (Gal. 5:14). To fulfill the Law is to be right
with God and so to do righteousness. A proof of the existence of divine relationship, then, consists in the manifestation of love to
others. One who is born of God will love those whom God loves. In this verse the article is absent before “righteousness” whereas it
is present in 1 Jn 3:7. While its presence in 1 Jn 3:7 stresses the completeness and unity of righteousness, its absence here
stresses the character of righteousness in a special way. (Collected Writings)

Love (25)(agapao) means to love unconditionally, sacrificially, which is like the love God Himself is and demonstrates to unlovely
people! Agapao is not sentimental or emotional but is an act of one's will desiring another's highest good. It is unconditional and thus
is still given even if it is not received/returned! Of course these definitions indicate this quality of love is not natural, but supernatural.
In fact agapao is IM-possible, but it is HIM-possible! In other words agapao love can be demonstrated only when the one showing
the love is filled with the Holy Spirit and thus is enabled to do suprernaturally what they absolutely cannot do naturally! And John
describes this type of love as one's lifestyle for agapao in the present tense describes the general direction of one's life. Let's be
clear on this for no believer perfectly loves his brother, especially a brother who is not very "lovable!" (You know what | mean!). What
John is saying is that if one does not generally manifest love to the brethren, he or she is not a child of God but is a child of the
devil.

AGAPAO IN JOHN'S EPISTLES - 1 Jn. 3:18; 1 Jn. 3:23; 1 Jn. 4:7; 1 Jn. 4:8; 1 Jn. 4:10; 1 dn. 4:11; 1 Jn. 4:12;
1Jn.4:19;1Jn. 4:20; 1 Jn. 4:21;1 Jn. 5:1;1 Jn. 5:2; 2 Jn. 1:1; 2 Jn. 1:5; 3 dn. 1:1

Kenneth Wuest - “Love is agapao, which refers to divine love which is self-sacrificial in its essence, the love produced in the heart
of the yielded saint by the Holy Spirit, the love defined by Paul in 1Corinthians 13:1-7+, the love shown by God at Calvary. The
brother here is ostensibly a Christian brother. The expression is equivalent to “a fellow-Christian.” Eerdmans Publishing - used by
permission)
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Ray Stedman a pastor with a true, gentle "pastor's heart" lovingly gave the following sobering warning to his congregation...

Now, in all faithfulness, | must tell some of you that you are deceiving yourselves. There are some here, |
am convinced, who think they are Christians but who are not Christians, who have never been born
again. There are some who have been Christians, you thought, for years, but there has beenno changein
your attitude toward others. You have held resentments, and have been bitter about certain situations for
years, and you have done nothing about them. There has been no upwelling of love within your heart to
change your attitude and make you go to another and settle the problem that has been between you. There
are some of you who have professed to be Christians, and yet you have been going on consistently,
week after week, month after month, year after year, doing things that the Word of God clearly says are
wrong. You have covered them up. You have not let anyone know about them, and you think you have hidden
them. If this is so, you are fooling yourself. You never have been born again. We are dealing now with One
who knows our hearts. You may fool us, you may fool your friends, and even your wife or husband, but you do
not fool God. He knows the heart, and he precisely puts his finger on the situation as it is. He says if these
changes are not occurring then you have never been born again. (One or the Other - 1 John 3:10 - Read this
entire sermon!)

MacArthur explains that "The false teachers not only had an erroneous view of Christ’'s nature and displayed disobedience to God’s
commands, but they also displayed a distinct lack of love for true believers, who rejected their heretical teaching." MacArthur Study
Bible

Jon Courson - In the lives of those who are born again, there is not only the absence of something negative but also the presence
of something positive. That is, there is not only an absence of habitual, constant sin, but there is the presence of love. Jon Courson's

Application Commentary

Stephen Charnock observed that the actions of a person reveal more about him than his words writing that "The testimony of works
is louder and clearer than that of words, and the frame of men's hearts must be measured rather by what they do than by what they
say. There may be a mighty distance between the tongue and the heart."

Jack Arnold - In the Apostle’s thinking there are just two classes of people in this world. There are those who believe in Christ and
prove it with their lives and those who reject Christ and produce no righteousness for God. This does not mean that unsaved men
are created by the Devil but that they reflect the character of the Devil in their rebellion to God.

Steven Cole - John’s last verse in this section explains and clinches his point: ‘By this the children of God and the children of
the devil are obvious: anyone who does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor the one who does not love his
brother.” This verse is parallel to John’s warning about deception in 1Jn 3:7. Don’t be fooled. It's easy to say, 1 believe in Jesus.”
But John says, “Look at his life. If he doesn't practice righteousness, if he doesn'’t live in obedience to God’s Word, especially with
regard to love, his claim is false.” John’s final comment shows that true righteousness includes love for your brother and it introduces

the relational test (1Jn 3:11-18). (The Believer and Sin - 1 John 3:4-10)

The modern American church has fallen into
serious deception on this crucial matter of sin.

Steven Cole concludes his sermon on this section - The modern American church has fallen into serious deception on this crucial
matter of sin. The popular view is that there are two options for the Christian life. “Plan A” is for the really committed: you trust Jesus
as Savior and Lord. This is tough. You have to obey Jesus totally, repenting of all your sins. It means giving up the right to spend
your money as you choose, because you yield it to Jesus and manage it as His steward. It means following Jesus as His servant. He
may call you to go to the mission field or even die as a martyr. But, you will have rewards in heaven. If that’s too difficult, you may
want to try “Plan B.” In this option, you accept Jesus as Savior, but you don’t need to follow Him as Lord. With this plan, you will go
to heaven when you die, but you just don’t get as many rewards. But, you can enjoy the pleasures of sin now and at least get in the
door of heaven later. But the truth of the Bible, the truth that John emphasizes here is, “There is no Plan B!” Plan A is the only plan
for eternal life. Christ calls you to follow Him as Savior and Lord. You cannot do this by your own strength or willpower, but only if He
imparts new life to you, causing you to be born of God. If you have been born of God, it will be obvious. The new life in you will
produce a life of righteousness. “Little children, make sure no one deceives you!” (The Believer and Sin - 1 John 3:4-10) (Bolding
added)

Sam Storms - 1Jn 3:10 is perhaps the most explicit statement in the epistle concerning the irreconcilable contrast between Christian
and non-Christian. Christians are designated as children of God (note the immediately preceding emphasis on their being begotten
of God) who may be recognized as such because they practice righteousness and love the brethren. Non-Christians are called
children of the devil because they do not practice righteousness and care nothing for the brethren. It is to this latter notion of
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brotherly love as a criterion for determining one's filial status that John now devotes his attention. Simply put: whoever persistently
hates the brethren is spiritually dead. Conversely, the genuine believer may know himself to be alive if he loves the brethren. (1 John
3:4-10a)

John Stott summarizes John's teaching in 1Jn 2:28-3:10 - "We are in a position now to look back over the foregoing twelve
verses... in which the moral test has been elaborated, and feel the compulsion of its argument. If Christ appeared first both 'to take
away our sins' and 'to destroy the works of the devil', and if, when he appears a second time, 'we shall see him' and, in
consequence, 'we shall be like him," how can we go on living in sin? To do so is to deny the purpose of his two appearings. If we
would be loyal to his first coming and ready for his second, we must purify ourselves, as he is pure. By so doing we shall give
evidence of our birth of God" (BORROW The Letters of John page 132)

A true believer does not practice sin;
a counterfeit believer cannot help but practice sin

Warren Wiersbe - A true believer does not practice sin; a counterfeit believer cannot help but practice sin, because he does not
have God’s new nature within him. The true believer also loves other Christians, which is discussed in detail in 1 John 3:11-24. But
these words were not written so that you and | might check on other people. They were inspired so that we may examine ourselves.
Each of us must answer honestly before God:

Do | have the divine nature within me, or am | merely pretending to be a Christian?

Do | cultivate this divine nature by daily Bible reading and prayer?

Has any unconfessed sin defiled my inner man? Am | willing to confess and forsake it?

Do | allow my old nature to control my thoughts and desires, or does the divine nature rule me?

When temptation comes, do | “play with it,” or do | flee from it? Do | immediately yield to the divine nature within me?

o s~ w N~

The life that is real is honest with God about these vital issues. (Commentary)

The new birth is a new life, and that life conforms
more and more to God'’s law as displayed in Christ.

Phil Newton - . Reality can be recognized (v. 10) So John concludes this paragraph with what he deems obvious: “By this the
children of God and the children of the devil are obvious: anyone who does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor the one
who does not love his brother.” While the latter statement introduces the next section, the first conclusion makes plain what he’s
stated. The new birth is a new life, and that life conforms more and more to God’s law as displayed in Christ. He doesn’'t meant
conformity in the way that the Pharisees rigidly held to the law without a drop of grace or humility evident. “Unless your
righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven,” Jesus declared (Matt 5:20).
Instead, it’s the kind of conformity to the law that we see in Christ who found pleasure in doing the Father’s will. We can only do that
if Jesus’ life dwells in us. Let no one deceive you about why Jesus Christ came into the world or what He makes us to be through His
redeeming work or what clarifies us as genuine Christians.

Children (5043) (teknon from tikto = to bring forth or bear children ) literally refers to those who are "born ones" and in the plural
(tekna) refers to descendants, posterity or children, those viewed in relation to their parents or family. Hereteknon is used
figuratively to refer to those who have by grace through faith been born (by the Spirit - Jn 3:5, 6, 7, 8+, Ep 2:8, 9+) spiritually (Jn
1:12, 13+). How can we be certain we are children of the Living God? (Answer: 1Jn 5:13 What things? E.g., see 1Jn
2:29, 3:7, 9, 10, 5:2, et al - noting that all the verbs [practice, observe, love] in these passages are in the present tense = they reflect
one's general lifestyle! They signify the direction of one's life, albeit not perfection in this life! cp Ro 8:14+) The Holy Spirit bears
testimony to our human spirit that we are children of God, and our Spirit-energized spirit thus joins the Holy Spirit in a joint-
testimony to that fact (Ro 8:16, 17+). Paul adds that now "because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son (Ro 8:3)
into our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!"" (Gal 4:6+)

TEKNON IN JOHN'S EPISTLES- 1 Jn. 3:1; 1 Jn. 3:2; 1 Jn. 3:10; 1 Jn. 5:2; 2 Jn. 1:1;2Jn. 1:4; 2 Jn. 1:13; 3
Jn. 14

There are several other passages that speak about our status as God’s children or our membership in
his family -- Matt. 5:48; 7:11; 2 Cor. 6:18; Eph. 5:1; Phil. 2:15; Heb. 2:13—14; 12:5-11; 1 Peter 1:14; 1 John
3:10

Righteousness (1343)(dikaiosune from dikaios = being proper or right in the sense of being fully justified being or in accordance
with what God requires) is the quality of being upright. In its simplest sense dikaiosune conveys the idea of conformity to a standard
or norm and in Biblical terms the "standard" is God and His perfect, holy character. In this sense righteousness is the opposite of
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hamartia (sin), which is defined as missing of the mark set by God. Dikaiosune is rightness of character before God and rightness
of actions before men. Righteousness of God could be succinctly stated as all that God is, all that He commands, all that He
demands, all that He approves, all that He provides through Christ (Click here to read Pastor Ray Pritchard's interesting analysis
of righteousness in the Gospel of Matthew).

In Biblical terms righteousness is that which is determined not by man or external standards but only by God
and as such is that which is acceptable to God and in keeping with what God is in His holy character.

Righteousness is in general use represents conformity to a standard, Thayer adds that righteousness is "the
state of him who is such as he ought to be".

Righteousness in simple terms is God’s uprightness or standard, without reference to any particular form of
its embodiment, to which man is expected to conform.

Practically righteousness means to do what is right, in relation to both God and man. Righteousness is
attitude and action which conforms to a standard and can be either man's imperfect standard (as exemplified
by the self-righteous Pharisees) or God's standard of perfect holiness. Righteous acts initiated and carried out
in our own fleshly energy and calculated to impress others, do not impress God! Righteousness before men
to be noticed by them is self righteousness. Righteousness that God accepts is His character reproduced in
and through us for His good pleasure.

Jesus Thy Blood and righteousness
My beauty are, my glorious dress;
’Midst flaming worlds in these arrayed,
With joy shall | lift up my head. (Play)

DIKAIOSUNE USES BY JOHN - Jn. 16:8; Jn. 16:10; 1 Jn. 2:29; 1 Jn. 3:7; 1 Jn. 3:10; Rev. 19:11; Rev. 22:11

Sam Storms - Special Study
1 John 3:9 (1John 5:18)
And the Doctrine of Perseverance

One thing John emphasizes is the reality and gravity of sin. In 1John 1:8 he forcefully labels those who say they have no sin as self-
deceived and void of the truth. In 1John 1:10 the claim not to have committed sin is tantamount to calling God a liar, and in 1John
2:1 John clearly implies that Christians will sin (although he writes to help them avoid it). How then do we understand the statement
in 1John 3:9 that the one who is begotten of God "does not do sin" (lit.) and in fact "is not able to sin"?

Following are the major interpretative options (excluding the suggestion of some that John simply contradicts himself):

(1) To avoid the difficulty some have narrowed the definition of "sin" to notorious crimes or offences against
love (this was the view of both Augustine and Luther).

(2) It has been suggested that what John means is that a Christian cannot sin because what is sin in the life of
an unbeliever is not regarded as such by God when committed by a believer. This is contrary to both John and
the rest of the NT.

(3) One interpretation draws a distinction between the "old" nature in the Christian and the "new" nature. The
"old" nature may continue to sin but the "new" cannot. But how do we isolate a "nature" from the "individual"
himself/herself? We may speak of "flesh" and "spirit" in a person, but it is always the person who sins or does
not sin, not merely a "nature".

(4) Others say John is speaking about the ideal and not reality. The argument is: Since all anticipate that
sinlessness will be characteristic in the age to come, and since John believed that the age to come had come
(1John 2:8), he naturally asserted the sinlessness of Christians!

(5) Some say that John, in the heat of controversial circumstances, breaks forth in holy passion and speaks
with apparent exaggeration and over-emphasis.

(6) One view stresses 1John 3:6 where it is stated that the one who "abides" in him does not sin. They
contend that this "abiding" in Christ is not descriptive of all Christians but is a condition which only some (those
"in fellowship") believers fulfill. The degree of a believer's holiness, then, and his ability to sin or not sin are
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dependent on whether or not he "abides". When one is abiding in Christ he cannot sin. When one does not
abide, one does sin. But 1John 3:9 makes it clear why a Christian doesn't practice sin, indeed, is unable to sin,
and it has nothing to do with abiding. It is because he/she "is born of God".

(7) Others say that the sin of which John speaks in 1John 3:9 is willful and deliberate sin. The Christian, so
they say, cannot commit such deliberate sin in the face of the Lord. Oh, really? What of David?

(8) A few take John quite literally. Hence they believe he is teachingperfectionism. 1John 3:9 proves that
sinlessness is attainable in this life. The statements in 1John 1:8,10 and especially 1John 2:1 are describing
the immature believer who although not yet sinless may still become such through diligent activity and love.

[I personally find either of the next two options to be the most likely.]

(9) Some argue that the "sin" which a believer does not and cannot commit is the "sin that leads to death" in 1
John 5:16, namely, hatred of believers and denial of Jesus. | will address this view in great detail when we
come to 1John 5:16.

(10) The view adopted by most commentators is that the sin a Christian does not and cannot commit
is habitual, persistent, unrepentant sin. John is not concerned so much with the momentary, individual acts
of sin as he is with the overall characteristic tendencies and inclinations of a person's life. John is looking at
the pervasive temper of one's overall experience in life, not at the singular incidents individually. John is not
taking a snapshot, but a moving picture. His repeated use of the Greek present tense appears to bear this out.
He focuses on the habitual character of the activity in view.

In 1John 3:6 John says that the believer who abides in Christ "sins not" (present tense). Also, the one who "does sin" (present tense)
shows that he has neither seen nor known Him. John no where denies that a Christian commits acts of sin. He does deny, however,
that the Christian sins persistently, habitually as a reflection of the characteristic inclination of his soul.

Note that in 1John 3:9a he says the one begotten of God "does not do sin." "Again," notes Stott, "it is not the isolated act of sin
which is envisaged, but the settled habit of it, indicated by the verb poiein, to do or to practice, which is used of 'doing' sin in 1John
3:4a, 1John 3:8 and 1John 3:9, of 'doing' lawlessness in 1John 3:4b, and of 'doing' righteousness in 1John 2:29, 3:7 and 3:10a"
(126).

John also says the one begotten of God 'is not able to sin". But again notice that "to sin" is not an aorist infinitive but a present
infinitive. If the infinitive had been aorist John would be contradicting what he said in 1John 2:1. The present infinitive again indicates
that he has in mind the inability of the born-again believer to habitually live in sin as if it were the prevailing temper of his
soul.

If the Christian "does not" practice sin, indeed, "cannot” practice sin, wherein lies this "impossibility"? That is to say, how does a
believer avoid the life of persistent sin so characteristic of the non-believer? Stott's answer is excellent:

"Wherein lies this 'impossibility'? John's answer is given in two phrases: for his seed remaineth in him and
because he is born of God... his seed is accurately rendered in the RSV text 'God's nature', or 'the divine
seed' (NEB), and ... in him refers to the child of God. In this way the two parts of verse 9 become exactly
parallel, each part consisting of a statement that the Christian does not or cannot sin, to which is added the
reason for such an assertion. The implication will then be this: the new birth involves the acquisition of a new
nature through the implanting within us of the very seed or life giving power of God. Birth of God is a deep,
radical, inward transformation. Moreover, the new nature received at the new birth remains. It exerts a strong
internal pressure towards holiness. It is the abiding influence of his seed within everyone who is born of God,
which enables John to affirm without fear of contradiction that he cannot go on living in sin... Indeed, if he
should thus continue in sin, it would indicate that he has never been born again" (127).

When those born of God do sin, conviction, grief, brokenness, misery, sorrow, discontent, all of which lead to repentance,
will occur.

IEEUSTRATIONIOF A CHILD OF GOD - John Chrysostom lived from c. A.D. 344 — 407. He was the bishop of Constantinople and
one of the greatest preachers to ever live. So powerful was his preaching that he earned the name Chrysostomos meaning “golden
mouthed.” Tradition has it that he was arrested by the Roman emperor whose wife Eudoxia despised John. The emperor sought to
make John recant of alleged heresies but without success. So the emperor discussed with his advisers what could be done to the
prisoner. ‘Shall | put him in a dungeon?’ the emperor asked. “ ‘No, one of his counselors replied, ‘for he will be glad to go. He longs
for the quietness wherein he can delight in the mercies of his God.” “ “Then he shall be executed!” said the emperor. “ ‘No, was the
answer, ‘for he will also be glad to die. He declares that in the event of death he will be in the presence of the Lord. “ ‘What shall we
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do then?’ the ruler asked. “ ‘There is only one thing that will give Chrysostom pain,’ the counselor said. ‘To cause Chrysostom to

suffer, make him sin. He is afraid of nothing except sin.” What a testimony. What a witness. He is afraid of nothing except sin.

A W Tozer - IS THE CHURCH WEARY? Mornings with Tozer: Daily Devotional Readings - Page 3

In this the children of God are manifest. 1 John 3:10

As Christian believers, we stand together in the evangelical faith—the historical faith of our fathers. Yet, we must confess that many
congregations seem bogged down with moral boredom and life weariness.

The church is tired, discouraged and unastonished—Christ seems to belong to yesterday.

The prophetic teachers have projected everything into the dim future where it is beyond our reach—unavailable! They have
dispensationalized us into a state of spiritual poverty—and they have left us there!

But regardless of such teachers, the course of spiritual victory is clear; let us trust what the Word of God continues to say to us!

The Scriptures are open and plain. Jesus Christ is our Savior and Lord. He is our great High Priest, alive and ministering for us
today. His person, His power and His grace are the same—without change, yesterday, today and forever!

William MacDonald - “In this the children of God are manifest, and the children of the devil whosoever doeth not righteousness is
not of God, neither he that loveth not his brother/ (1 John 3:10)

Years ago almost every home had a large family album in the living room. It had a stuffed leather cover embossed in gold. A leather
strap with clasp extended from the right edge of the back cover over to the right side of the top cover where the clasp latched
securely into its socket. The pages were of stiff, glossy paper-board, ornamented with floral patterns and gilt edges. On each side of
a page were cut-out sections where photographs were inserted. When visitors looked through the album, they would often remark
that “Josh looks just like his grandpa” or that “Sarah surely has the family likeness.”

John’s first epistle reminds me of that old family aloum because it pictures those who are members of God’s family and who have
the family likeness. However, here it is a matter of spiritual and moral resemblance rather than physical.

There are at least eight ways in which Christians are spiritual “look-alikes.” The first is that they all say the same tiling about Jesus.
They confess that He is the Christ, that is, the Messiah or Anointed One (1 Jn. 4:2; 5:1). To them Jesus and Christ are one and the
same Person.

All Christians love God (1Jn 5:2). Even though that love may often be weak and vacillating, there is never a time when a believer
cannot look up into the face of God and say, “You know that I love You.”

All Christians love the brethren (1Jn 2:10; 3:10, 14; 4:7, 12). This is the hallmark of all who have passed from death to life. Because
they love God, they love those who are born of God.

Those who love God characteristically keep His commandments (1Jn 3:24). Their obedience is motivated, not by fear of
punishment, but by love to Him who gave His all.

Christians do not practice sin (1Jn 3:6, 9; 5:18). True, they commit acts of sin, but sin is not the dominating power in their lives. They
are not sinless but they do sin less.

Members of God’s family practice righteousness (1Jn 2:29; 3:7). It is not just that they do not habitually sin—that could be negative
and passive. They reach out to others with deeds of righteousness—that is positive and active.

The seventh characteristic of members of God’s family is that they do not love the world (1Jn 2:15). They realize that the world is a
system that man has built up in opposition to God, and that to be a friend of the world is to be an enemy of God.

Finally Christians overcome the world by faith (1Jn 5:4). They see beyond the sham of passing things to those things that are
eternal. They live for the things that are not seen.

Lehman Strauss - (1 John 3:10) The Epistles of John

The verb committeth in chapter 3:8 implies continued action. It is poied, a present tense participle, denoting one who makes it his
business to practice sin. His sinful propensities and practices, issuing from his depraved nature, and controlled by Satan, proves him
to be “of the devil.” His actions proceed out of the devil as their source. The children of the devil are known by the fact that they
“doeth not righteousness.”
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In our Lord’s parable of the sower, the seed, and the soils, He said that an enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat (Matthew
13:25). And then in His interpretation of the parable, He added, “The tares are the children of the wicked one; the enemy that sowed
them is the devil” (Matthew 13:38-39). In language much stronger He told some Jews, “Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts
of your father ye will do” (John 8:44). The Apostle Paul said to Elymas, “O full of all subtilty and all mischief, thou child of the devil,
thou enemy of all righteousness, wilt thou not cease to pervert the right ways of the Lord?” (Acts 13:10) Later when writing to
believers about their preconverted days, he said, “Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to
the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience” (Ephesians 2:2); “For which things’
sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience” (Colossians 3:6).

Taking these passages into consideration, we cannot deny that Satan has his people, men and women under his influence, who
indulge those evil passions prompted by him. Apart from a personal devil, it would be impossible to account for the multiplied efforts
of wicked men and women to corrupt others. When men sin, and entice others to indulge in their unholy passions, they are but
carrying out the purposes of him under whose control they are held sway

Men are divided into two classes, the children of God and the children of the devil, and our text tells us that this distinction is
“manifest.” The children of the devil are known by virtue of the fact that they do the devil’s bidding. And if they continue to remain
under his dominion, they must of necessity share his doom. A tree is known by its fruit (Matthew 7:15—20). By our actions we bear
the characteristic marks of our relationship. We are either the children of God or the children of the devil. The world is divided into
two classes only, wheat and tares, the born ones of God and the born ones of Satan.

1 John 3:10 Moral Behavior of Christians

A study conducted by The Roper Organization for High Adventure Ministries in 1990 found that the moral behavior of born again
Christians actually worsened after their conversions. Examined were incidences of illegal drug use, driving while intoxicated and
marital infidelity.

The problem can be solved, says one researcher, with a new commitment to accountability and discipleship.

New Man, November/December, 1994, p. 13

A W Tozer - Sad But True: Many Know God Only by Hearsay

In this the children of God are manifest, and the children of the devil: whosoever doeth not righteousness is
not of God.... 1 John 3:10

Do you realize that there are many, many in the churches of our day who talk some of the Christian language but who know God
only by hearsay?

Most of them have read some book about God. They have seen some reflection of the light of God. They may have heard some
faint echo of the voice of God, but their own personal knowledge of God is very slight.

Many Christians are staking their reputations on church attendance, religious activity, social fellowship, sessions of singing—
because in all of these things they are able to lean upon one another. They spend a lot of time serving as religious props for one
another in Christian circles!

Let us look at the example of Jesus. When He was here upon earth, the record shows that He had work to do and He also knew the
necessity for activity as He preached and healed, taught and answered questions and blessed the people. He also knew the
fellowship of His brethren, those who followed Him and loved Him.

But those were the incidental things in Jesus’ life compared to His fellowship with and personal knowledge of the Father. When
Jesus went into the mountain to pray and to wait on God all night, He was not alone, for He knew the conscious presence of the
Father with Him!

Strong Words - The book titled UnChristian lists reasons why some non-Christians don’t like people who profess faith in Jesus
Christ. Their major complaints have to do with the way some Christians act toward unbelievers. The unbelievers in the study tended
to view Christians as being hypocritical, judgmental, harsh, and unloving toward people not like themselves.

I’'m sure you dislike hearing their view of Christians as | do. Sometimes there’s more truth in their perceptions than we wish there
was. In 1 John 3, which begins with the words, “Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be
called children of God!” (v.1), John introduces a sharp contrast: Believers love righteousness, keep themselves from sin, and love



one another; nonbelievers practice sin, hate others, and abide in death.

These are strong words! We are either followers of Jesus Christ or of the devil. We are like Cain or Abel (1Jn 3:12; Gen. 4:8-15).
John says that love for others is what proves we are genuine children of God (1Jn 3:10,18-19; 4:7-8). We can’t continue to
practice sin and claim to be followers of Christ. Let's always make sure our words and deeds back up our beliefs. (Our Daily
Bread, Copyright RBC Ministries, Grand Rapids. MI. — Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved)

O help us, Lord, to live our lives

So unsaved people clearly see

Reflections of Your loving heart,

Your kindness, and Your purity.
—Sper

Following Christ has two requirements:
Believing, and acting like you do.

Say No And Yes - Whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is he who does not love his brother. —1
John 3:10 - When we wash our hands to clean off the grime and germs, do we actually clean them ourselves? No and yes. To be
precise, the soap and water does the job—not us. But we make the choice to use the soap and water to clean our hands.

In 2 Timothy 2, the apostle Paul tells us, “Therefore if anyone cleanses himself ... he will be a vessel for honor” (v.21). This does not
mean that we on our own have the power to cleanse ourselves from sin. Rather, we use the cleansing provided by Jesus Christ, who
died for us on the cross.

Philippians 3:9 tells us that we are “found in Him, not having [our] own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is through
faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith.”

When we receive Christ, His death and resurrection sets us free from the penalty and the power of sin, thus enabling us to say no
and yes in everyday life. We can say no to the desires of the flesh, or “youthful lusts” that Paul mentioned (2Ti 2:22). And we can
say yes to “righteousness” (right behavior), “faith” (right belief), “love” (right response), and “peace” (right focus).

As we’re cleansed daily, we'll be “useful for the Master, prepared for every good work” (2Ti 2:21). By Albert Lee (Our Daily Bread,
Copyright RBC Ministries. Grand Rapids, MI. — Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved)

Lord, help us to think of the right and the true,

The pure and the noble—it all points to You;

For if we consider what's worthy of praise,

We'll then want to live for You all of our days. —Fitzhugh

Right thinking leads to right living.

Can A True Believer
Continue in Sin and Persist in Sin?

"Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for His seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because he
is born of God. In this the children of God are manifest, and the children of the devil: whosoever doeth not
righteousness is not of God" (1 John 3:9-10).

"We know that whosoever is born of God sinneth not; but he that is begotten of God keepeth himself, and that
wicked one toucheth him not" (1 John 5:18).

The Teaching of Zane Hodges and Joseph Dillow

The fruitful believer The barren believer
The partaker or heir The carnal one (non-heir)
The believing believer The saved person who stops believing

The overcomer The non-overcomer
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This unrighteous saved person continues in sin
This righteous saved person has a| and persists in wickedness. This carnal
new nature that never sins. Moreover| believer does not practice righteousness. He is
this saved person consistently walks in| born of God and has a new nature but he
the Spirit and does not fulfill the lusts| consistently walks in the flesh. He will not
of the flesh. inherit the kingdom and will not reign with
Christ.

There are three factors which prevent a true believer from continuing in sin, and they all begin with the letter "C."

(1) CONFESSION—The sinning believer need not continue in a state of sin because he may CONFESS his sins (1 John 1:9) and
God is faithful and just to forgive his sin and cleanse him from all unrighteousness.

(2) CONVICTION—Spirit wrought conviction ought to lead to humble confession. If it does not, the conviction continues. The Holy
Spirit makes His grieved presence felt (Eph. 4:30). The true believer can never be comfortable in his sin, even as righteous Lot’s
soul was vexed in Sodom (2 Pet. 2:7-8). We can thank God that He makes us miserable when we are not right with Him. When we
are disobedient we are unsettled, unpeaceful, unhappy. Thank God it is so!

(8) CHASTENING—If the sinning believer does not respond in the right way to God’s conviction in the heart, then the Father will
chasten His child whom He loves (1 Cor. 11:31-32). Maximum chastisement can even result in the physical death of the believer (1
Cor. 11:30). As a good human father will not permit his child to continue doing wrong, so the Heavenly Father will not permit His
child to continue in wickedness. [Hodges teaches that it is possible for true Christians to be "bastards" (Heb. 12:8--KJV) or
illegitimate sons, and even though they are saved, they will not be chastened of the Father and they will lose their inheritance!

See Hodges discussion of Hebrews 12:8 in The Bible Knowledge Commentary. See also The Teachings of
Zane Hodges |

A Key Question:

"What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound?" (Rom. 6:1)
Paul’s answer:

"God forbid (Perish the thought!). How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?" (Rom. 6:2)
Hodges/Dillow answer:

The believer should not continue in sin but many believers do. Many persist in sin and practice
unrighteousness (even persisting in the sins mentioned in 1 Corinthians 6:9-10). They will be saved but they
will not inherit the kingdom.

Questions: Why are not these believers convicted? Where is the Father’'s chastening hand? Where is the
heavenly restraint?

R. Gene Reynolds in his helpful book Assurance—You Can Know You’re A Christian said the following on page 73:

= A person who is living sinfully, who knows he is living sinfully, who enjoys living in such a manner, who intends to continue that
sinful way of living—that person does not have the Holy Spirit living within him. The very fact that he is ‘comfortable’ about his
sin is proof of the Spirit's absence. His spiritual vital sign registers ‘no life.” (From Assurance: You can know you're a
Christian See also Gerald Borchert's book "Assurance and Warning")

Hodges teaches that righteous living proves that a person is saved but that unrighteous living does not prove that a person is lost
(Bible Knowledge Commentary, p. 893). He says, "the converse does not follow" (p. 893). In other words, Hodges teaches that a
person can give evidence that he is saved but he cannot give evidence that he is lost! His righteous living points to LIFE but his
unrighteous living does not point to DEATH! He can have assurance of salvation but not assurance of damnation!

For more discussion of this dangerous, deceptive teaching of Hodges, Dillow, Wilkin, et al seeINDEX PAGE.
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