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1 John 5:11 And the testimony is this, that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son:

Greek - kai aute estin (3SPAI) e marturia hoti zoen aionion edoken (3SAAI) hemin o theos kai aute e zoe en to
huio autou estin (3SPAI):

Wuest - which testimony is on record, with the result that he is in a settled state of unbelief. And this is the
testimony, that life eternal God gave us.

NLT And this is what God has testified: He has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.
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1 John 5 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

GOD'S GIFT:
LIFE IN HIS SON

As Jackman rightly remarks 1Jn 5:11 and 1Jn 5:12 "must stand as among the most magnificent in the whole of the New Testament.
The consequences of believing God’s truth or denying it could hardly be more important or far-reaching. John is not merely
concerned about academic disagreements over theological niceties. Eternal destinies are at stake. (The Message of John's Letters)

Kruse - Up to this point the author has emphasized God’s witness concerning the person (came in the flesh) and work (came by
water and blood) of the historical Jesus, but here he emphasises God’s testimony concerning the benefit made available to
believers through him. (Pillar NT Commentary) (Bolding added)

And (kai) - John, in the previous verse, just told us how serious the matter of receiving the testimony of God is. Now he will tell us
what this testimony is. The testimony is crucial because in the receipt or rejection of it hangs the reception or failure to receive
eternal life. The testimony of God to His Son comes with a life-changing offer.

Hiebert - The opening “and” (kai) of 1Jn 5:11 points to a further matter connected with the response made to God’s witness.
Involved is the matter of eternal life. In verse 11 John states what the witness of God involves whereas 1Jn 5:12 states the
contrasting results of these opposite reactions to the Son of God.

Testimony (3141)(marturia/martyria related to martureo = to witness <> martus/martys = a witness) is that which furnishes
evidence or proof. "According to the Jewish law threefold testimony was valid." (Smith) "The conditions for a legally valid witness are
laid down in Dt. 19:15 (cf. Mt. 18:16; Jn 8:17-18.; 10:25; 2Co 13:1)." (Robertson)

A testimony is a solemn declaration or affirmation made for the purpose of establishing or proving some fact. As an aside the
frequent cost of such a "witness" is pointed up by the fact that we derive our English word "martyr" from this Greek word.

Kistemaker - John comes to the concluding thought of his discourse on the Son of God. He specifically states the content of God’s
testimony and eliminates any misunderstanding about God’s Son. What is the content of God’s testimony? “God has given us
eternal life.” Notice that John is addressing believers when he uses the first person pronoun us. He does not say that eternal life will
be given (future tense) but that God has given it (past tense) to us. We have this life now in principle (John 3:17), and when we
enter the presence of God in glory, we will have it fully. (Baker NT Commentary)

Steven Cole - Eternal life is God’s gift, not something we gain through our good works or efforts. It does not require some special
secret knowledge, as the heretics taught. Like any gift, you must know about it (in this case, God has testified about it) and you must
receive it (cp Jn 1:11-13). If you have to earn it, it’s not a gift (cp Ro 4:1-5-note). (1 John 5:5-13 Is Christianity Merely
Psychological?)

Guzik - This is God’s essential message to man; that eternal life is a gift from God, received in Jesus Christ.

Has given (1325)(didomi) means to give and in context is based on decision of will of Giver and no merit of the recipients. Didomi
is aorist tense which marks the historic fact that God gave us the gift of eternal life in His Son and we possess it now in time but
forever in eternity. In 1Jn 3:24 didomi is used by John of the Holy Spirit "Whom He has given (didomi) us." The only thing men have
to do is to receive God's bountiful gift of Christ's payment for our sins. And notice that John uses the plural pronoun "us" thus
including himself in those blessed with God's gift.

John uses didomi in the perfect tense in 1Jn 3:1 = See how great a love the Father has bestowed upon us, that we should be
called children of God; and [such] we are. For this reason the world does not know us, because it did not know Him." The perfect
tense of the gift emphasizes the abiding presence of God’s love! We will have His love forever and ever, amen!

Vincent on the aorist tense of have given - The reference is to the historic fact of the gift. So 1 John 3:23: “We should love one
another as He gave us commandment.” 1Jn 3:24: “We know that He abideth in us by the Spirit which He gave us.” On the other
hand, 1John 3:1: “Behold what manner of love the Father hath bestowed (dedoken) upon us.” The gift of love abides in the fact that
we are now children of God (1Jn 3:2).

Brooke - The gift of life is a witness only where it has been received.

Westcott notes that has given refers "to the historic facts by which this life was communicated to humanity. That which before
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Christ’s coming was a great hope, by His coming was realized and given. The gift, as far as St John here regards it, was made to
Christians, who appropriate it."

ETERNAL
LIFE

God has give us eternal life - This great phrase occurs 41x in the NAS, most often (21x) in the writings of John -

Note that the Greek order is emphatic: eternal life God has given to us.

Westcott - The Mission of His Son, which He attested, was the gift of life (John 10:10, 10:28; 17:2), of life in His Son (John 20:31).

Steven Cole - God’s gift is eternal life. Nothing could be a greater gift! Because of our sins, we were spiritually dead (Eph 2:1-
3-note), alienated from the life of God (Col 1:21-note, Ro 5:10-note). God gives us as our present possession, not only unending
life, but also His very life (Col 3:4-note). He is the Author of life (cp Acts 3:15NIV, Heb 2:10-note, Heb 5:9-note, Heb 12:2-note).
Jesus promised that if we believe in Him, we shall live even if we die, and that everyone who lives and believes in Him will never die
(John 11:25-26). In other words, physical death will not rob us of this eternal life with God.. (1 John 5:5-13 Is Christianity Merely
Psychological?)

Eternal life (zoen aionion) is "a person's new and redeemed existence in Jesus Christ that is granted by God as a gift to all
believers. Eternal life refers to the quality or character of our new existence in Christ as well as the unending character of that life."
(Nelson's New Illustrated Bible Dictionary).

The only life that can be classified as the blessed life, the joyful life, the meaningful life is eternal life. Dear reader, dare I asked "Do
you possess this life? It is found only in God's Son!"

Keathley - "Eternal life is a life with eternal ramifications that are not only future, but is to so encompass our daily existence that it
becomes a controlling and directing force… Our need is to take hold of our eternal life and live in the light of its significance and
meaning both for time and eternity."

Vincent - “Your new spiritual life is no longer in the sphere of the earthly and sensual, but is with the life of the risen Christ, who is
unseen with God.”

John Stott - Three important truths are taught in these verses about eternal life. First, it is not a prize which we have earned or
could earn but an undeserved gift. Secondly, it is found in Christ, so that, in order to give us life, God both gave and gives us his
Son. Thirdly, this gift of life in Christ is a present possession. True, it is further described as eternal, aiōnios, which means literally
‘belonging to the age’, i.e. the age to come. But since the age to come has broken into this present age, the life of the age to come,
namely ‘eternal life’, can be received and enjoyed here and now.

Eternal (166)(aionios) is an adjective which means existing at all times, perpetual, pertaining to an unlimited duration of time.
Without end, never to cease, everlasting. (Ro 1:20 - God's power, Mt 18:8 - God's place of judgment, Ro 16:26 - God's attribute)
Mounce observes that "This adjective typically functions in three settings: the eternity of God and the divine realm; the blessings of
salvation; and everlasting conditions that have neither beginning nor end."

Life (2222)(zoe) in Scripture is used (1) to refer to physical life (Ro 8:38-note, 1Co 3:22, Php 1:20-note, Jas 4:14, etc) but more
often to (2) to supernatural life in contrast to a life subject to eternal death (Jn 3:36, see all 43 uses of "eternal life" below). This
quality of life speaks of fullness of life which alone belongs to God the Giver of life and is available to His children now (Ro 6:4-note,,
Ep 4:18-note) as well as in eternity future (Mk 10:30, Titus 1:2-note on Eternal Life).

Zoe in the present context describes the absolute fullness of life, both essential and ethical, which alone belongs to God the Giver of
life. Truly meaningful life, life on the "highest plane", life that really is worthwhile is found only in "the promise of life in Christ Jesus".
(2Ti 1:1-note) Who came so that we might have life and might have it abundantly (Jn 10:10). Eternal life then is the life of the Lord
Jesus Himself. It is a life that is capable of enjoying the things of God down here, but especially the only life that will be suitable to
enter and enjoy the grace of God in heaven.

Related Resources :

Matt 19:16, 29; 25:46; Mark 10:17, 30; Luke 10:25; 18:18, 30; John 3:15-16, 36; 4:14; 5:24, 39; 6:27, 40, 47,
54, 68; 10:28; 12:50; 17:2-3; Acts 13:46, 48; Ro 2:7; 5:21; 6:22f; Gal 6:8; 1Ti 1:16; 6:12; Titus 1:2; 3:7; 1John
1:2; 2:25; 3:15; 5:11, 13, 20; Jude 1:21

"Life" in 1John - 1 John 1:1, 1:2, 2:16, 2:25, 3:14, 15, 16, 5:11, 12, 13, 16, 20
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Eternal Life - Baker's Evangelical Dictionary of Biblical Theology
Easton's Bible Dictionary Eternal Life
Holman Bible Dictionary Eternal Life
Hastings' Dictionary of the NT Eternal Life (2) Eternal Life
Eternal Life - Holman Bible Dictionary
McClintock and Strong's Bible Encyclopedia Eternal Life
The Jewish Encyclopedia Eternal Life
What is eternal life?
Got Eternal Life? Do you know for sure that you will have eternal life in Heaven with God?
How can I gain an eternal perspective on life?
Is there life after death?
What does John 3:16 mean? 
See verse by verse commentary on John 3:16
What things in this world have a true eternal value? 

Jackman observes that eternal life "means literally the life of eternity, the life of the world to come. Yet this is something which God
has already given to those who believe in Jesus. It is the present possession of every Christian believer… Supremely, the life of
eternity is life that has overcome the grave, and that life can be found in Christ alone who triumphed over death by his glorious
resurrection. This life is in his Son." (The Message of John's Letters) (Bolding added) One wonders if we more fully grasped the
profundity of the truth that we even now possess eternal life, would that realization not significantly impact how we live in time?

Vincent on eternal life - Compare the phrase ten zoen ten aionion - the life, the eternal life (1Jn 1:2), and e aionios zoe = the eternal
life (John 17:3). For the distinction between the phrases see note on 1Jn 1:2 (Note on 1Jn 1:2 = The Word Himself who is the Life.
Compare John 14:6; 5:26; 1Jn 5:11, 12. Life expresses the nature of the Word John 1:4). The phrase, the Life, besides being
equivalent to the Word, also indicates, like the Truth and the Light, an aspect of His being.). The phrase here, without either article,
merely defines the character of the life.

Smalley on eternal life - it is the highest kind of spiritual and moral life, irrespective of time, which God enables the believer to
share in relationship with Jesus.

Robert W. Yarbrough on eternal life - The divinely bestowed gift of blessedness in God's presence that endures without end. This
relates especially to the quality of life in this age, and to both the quality and duration of life in the age to come. (Excerpt from long
article on Eternal Life - Baker's Evangelical Dictionary of Biblical Theology)

John MacArthur - The essence of eternal life is the believer’s participation in the blessed everlasting life of Christ (cf. Jn 1:4)
through his or her union with Him (Ro 5:21; 6:4, 11, 23; 1Co 15:22; 2Co 5:17; Gal 2:20; Col 3:3-4; 2Ti 1:1, 10; Jude 1:21). Jesus
defined it in His High Priestly Prayer to the Father: “This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ
whom You have sent” (Jn 17:3). It is the life of the age to come (Eph 2:6-7), which believers will most fully experience in the perfect,
unending glory, holiness, and joy of heaven (Ro 8:19-23, 29; 1Co 15:49; Phil 3:20–21; 1Jn 3:2). The eternal life promised by God in
the Old Testament (e.g., 2Sa 12:23; Ps 16:8-10; 133:3; Da 12:2) and sought by the Jews of Jesus’ day (Lk 10:25; Jn 5:39) comes
only to those who believe God’s testimony and place their faith in His Son. (1-3 John- MacArthur New Testament Commentary)

This life is in His Son - compare this thought with Paul's phrase In Christ. The only way to obtain this life is by believing in His
Son.

Indeed Jesus is eternal life (1Jn 5:20); the eternal life that was with the Father from the beginning (1Jn 1:2).

Boice explains why life in His Son is so crucial - “It is as impossible to have life without having Christ as it is impossible to have
Christ without at the same time possessing eternal life.”

Yes, in me, in me He dwelleth;
I in Him, and He in me!

And my empty soul He filleth,
Here and through eternity.

—Horatius Bonar

Wuest explains that "eternal life which is given to the believing sinner is not a mere abstraction, not some spiritual energy or

THOUGHT - I would add it speaks not of the quantity but of the quality of life. Some might refer to it as
"Abundant Life" (Jn 10:10a), the "Christ life" or the "Exchanged Life." In any event, it is life as God intended it
to be lived, for our good and His glory. Amen.
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dynamic, but a Person, the Lord Jesus. Paul speaks of “Christ, our life” (Col 3:4-note). John speaks of “the Word of the life” (1Jn
1:1). The life here is eternal life." (Wuest's Word Studies from the Greek New Testament)

Since we as believers have eternal life by the work of the Holy Spirit in us, let us live out the new life by the power of the same Spirit
not by trying to keep a set of rules of do's and don'ts. The Law never could give life, and was never intended to be the Christian’s
rule of life.

Jackman on life in His Son - this is a theme developed very extensively in John’s Gospel (Ed: See verses below), which underlines
that only in Jesus can such life be known and experienced. So to the unbelieving Jews who were trying to kill him because ‘he was
even calling God his own Father, making himself equal with God’ (Jn. 5:18), Jesus unambiguously declared, ‘Just as the Father
raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son gives life to whom he is pleased to give it’ (Jn. 5:21). And again, ‘As the Father
has life in himself, so he has granted the Son to have life in himself’ (Jn. 5:26). He concludes, ‘Yet you refuse to come to me to have
life’ (Jn. 5:40). Later, to the crowds still marveling at the feeding of the five thousand, Jesus declares himself to be the bread of life,
for which they are craving, and continues, ‘For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have
eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day’ (Jn. 6:40). Speaking of his sheep, as the good shepherd, Jesus promises, ‘I give
them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no-one can snatch them out of my hand’ (Jn. 10:28). Then, in the very face of death
itself, with Lazarus four days in the tomb, he declares to Martha, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live,
even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die’ (Jn. 11:25–26). With this dominant theme running through
John’s gospel, we are not surprised to find that it recurs in the most intimate chapter of all, chapter 17. Here the Son is reviewing in
prayer all that has happened in his ministry before committing himself, his disciples and the future church to the Father. The work he
is now about to complete is seen in terms of eternal life. ‘For you granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life
to all those you have given him. Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you
have sent’ (Jn. 17:2–3). (The Message of John's Letters)

This life is in His Son - a few cross references to ponder our life in Jesus…

What is eternal life?

Question: "What is eternal life?"

Answer: When the Bible speaks of eternal life, it refers to a gift of God that comes only “through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Romans
6:23). This gift is in contrast to the “death” that is the natural result of sin.

The gift of eternal life comes to those who believe in Jesus Christ, who is Himself “the resurrection and the life” (John 11:25). The
fact that this life is “eternal” indicates that it is perpetual life—it goes on and on and on, with no end.

It is a mistake, however, to view eternal life as simply an unending progression of years. A common New Testament word for

1Jn 5:12 He who has the Son has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have the life.

1Jn 5:20-note And we know that the Son of God has come, and has given us understanding, in order that we
might know Him who is true, and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and
eternal life.

1Jn 4:9-note By this the love of God was manifested in us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the
world so that we might live through Him.

John 1:4 In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.

John 5:21; 26 “For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son also gives life to
whom He wishes. 26 “For just as the Father has life in Himself, even so He gave to the Son also to have life
in Himself;

John 11:25-26 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me shall live even if
he dies, and everyone who lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?”

John 14:6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but
through Me.

Jn 20:31 but these have been written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that
believing you may have life in His Name.

Colossians 3:3-4-note For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, who is our
life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory (cp 1Jn 3:3-note).
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“eternal” is aiónios, which carries the idea of quality as well as quantity. In fact, eternal life is not really associated with “years” at all,
as it is independent of time. Eternal life can function outside of and beyond time, as well as within time.

For this reason, eternal life can be thought of as something that Christians experience now. Believers don’t have to “wait” for eternal
life, because it’s not something that starts when they die. Rather, eternal life begins the moment a person exercises faith in Christ. It
is our current possession. John 3:36 says, “Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life.” Note that the believer “has” (present
tense) this life (the verb is present tense in the Greek, too). We find similar present-tense constructions in John 5:24 and John 6:47.
The focus of eternal life is not on our future, but on our current standing in Christ.

The Bible inextricably links eternal life with the Person of Jesus Christ. John 17:3 is an important passage in this regard, as Jesus
prays, “Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.” Here, Jesus equates
“eternal life” with a knowledge of God and of the Son. There is no knowledge of God without the Son, for it is through the Son that
the Father reveals Himself to the elect (John 17:6; 14:9).

This life-giving knowledge of the Father and the Son is a true, personal knowledge, not just an academic awareness. There will be
some on Judgment Day who had claimed to be followers of Christ but never really had a relationship with Him. To those false
professors, Jesus will say, “I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!” (Matthew 7:23). The apostle Paul made it his goal
to know the Lord, and he linked that knowledge to resurrection from the dead: “I want to know Christ—yes, to know the power of his
resurrection and participation in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, and so, somehow, attaining to the resurrection from
the dead” (Philippians 3:10–11).

In the New Jerusalem, the apostle John sees a river flowing from “the throne of God and of the Lamb,” and “on each side of the river
stood the tree of life. . . . And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations” (Revelation 22:1–2). In Eden, we rebelled
against God and were banished from the tree of life (Genesis 3:24). In the end, God graciously restores our access to the tree of life.
This access is provided through Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world (John 1:29).

Right now, every sinner is invited to know Christ and to receive eternal life: “Let the one who is thirsty come; and let the one who
wishes take the free gift of the water of life” (Revelation 22:17).

How can you know that you have eternal life? First of all, confess your sin before our holy God. Then accept God’s provision of a
Savior on your behalf. “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved” (Romans 10:13). Jesus Christ, the Son of God,
died for your sins, and He rose again the third day. Believe this good news; trust the Lord Jesus as your Savior, and you will be
saved (Acts 16:31; Romans 10:9 –10).

John puts it so simply: “God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not
have the Son of God does not have life” (1 John 5:11–12).

Robert Morgan - from 100 Bible Verses Everyone Should Know by Heart - recommended

Assurance: Inner Peace and Security 1 John 5:11 (See Morgan's note on 1 John 5:12 and Morgan's note on 1 John 5:14)

As a college sophomore, I was mentored by an upperclassman who gave me these two verses, 1 John 5:11-12, to memorize. He
called them two of the best verses in the Bible about assurance of salvation. As long as I knew these verses, he said, I’d never
doubt being saved. I’ve come back to them many times, and I’m thankful for what’s not in them. There is no maybe, if, might, or
hope so...

This is the testimony. This is what God Himself has declared as truth. This is the record. These are the facts.

He has... It’s already done. This has been irrevocably accomplished.
He has given us... It’s not just a generic promise that He has given eternal life. It includes that personal pronoun us. And us
includes you and me.
He has given us eternal life. While the whole Bible teaches that God is eternal and He bestows everlasting life on His children,
it’s John who is the apostle of eternal life. He used the phrase twenty-three times in His writing.
And this life is in His Son. Jesus not only gives us life; He is the Source and Creator of life. And yet—paradox of the ages—He
died to conquer death, and because He lives, we live also.

John on Eternal Life
    • Everyone who believes on Him will not perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16) 
    • The one who believes in the Son has eternal life. (John 3:36) 

And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. —1 John 5:11

https://www.amazon.com/Bible-Verses-Everyone-Should-Heart-ebook/dp/B004HIM2X4
https://www.preceptaustin.org/1_john_514_commentary#rm3


    • Anyone who hears My word and believes Him who sent Me has eternal life. (John 5:24) 
    • I assure you: Anyone who believes has eternal life. (John 6:47) 
    • Lord, who will we go to? You have the words of eternal life. (John 6:68) 
    • I gave them eternal life, and they will never perish. (John 10:28) 
    • This is eternal life: that they may know You, the only true God, and the One You have sent—Jesus Christ. (John 17:3) 
    • We... declare to you the eternal life. (1 John 1:2) 
    • And this is the promise that He Himself made to us: eternal life. (1 John 2:25) 
    • And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. (1 John 5:11) 
    • I have written these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that you have eternal life. (1
John 5:13) 

 Our hope is not hung upon such an untwisted thread as, “I imagine so,” or “It is likely,” but the cable, the strong tow of our fastened
anchor, is the oath and promise of Him who is eternal verity. Our salvation is fastened with God’s own hand, and with Christ’s own
strength, to the strong stake of God’s unchangeable nature. —Samuel Rutherford

The Life Which Is in Christ Jesus

    • The Life Defined (I John 5:11, 12). And the testimony is this, that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. (5:12)
He who has the Son has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have the life.

    • The Life and Its Manifestations (Ro 6:4+). = Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as
Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.

    • The Life and Its Security (Col. 3:3+). = For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God.

    • The Life and Its Precedence (Gal. 2:20+). = “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in
me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.

    • The Life and the Life More Abundant (John 10:10). = “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I came that they may
have life, and have it abundantly. 

    • The Life and Its Tabernacle (2 Cor. 4:7+). = But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the surpassing greatness of
the power will be of God and not from ourselves;

    • The Life and How It Is Obtained (1 Peter 1:23+). = for you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but
imperishable, that is, through the living and enduring word of God.

Unless we have the Life which is in Christ Jesus, we have nothing worth the while; we have nothing upon which to build; we have no
basis of development and of growth.

A mere churchianity is not sufficient. A mere formal profession of Christ is not enough. To know all about Christ Jesus will not meet
the depths of our need. We must have the Life which is in Christ Jesus.

Our theme is not one of profession but of possession. We are not to discuss imitating Christ, but possessing Christ. It is not a matter
of Christ without, our example; but of Christ within, our life.

A song is often sung: (by D. W. Whittle)

 As lives the flow’r within the seed,
As in the cone the tree,
So, praise the God of truth and grace,
His Spirit dwelleth in me.

Refrain:
Christ liveth in me,
Christ liveth in me,
O what a salvation this,
That Christ liveth in me!

2 Once far from God and dead in sin,
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No light my heart could see;
But in God's Word the light I found,
Now Christ liveth in me. [Refrain]

3 As rays of light from yonder sun,
The flow’rs of earth set free,
So life and light and love came forth
From Christ living in me. [Refrain]

4 With longing all my heart is filled,
That like Him I may be,
As on the wond’rous tho’t I dwell
That Christ liveth in me. [Refrain]

The song contains a truth, but the truth is very poorly expressed. The Spirit of Christ does live in believers; but He does
not live there by any natural manifestation or development.

“Do not be amazed that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.
John 3:7+

There is no greater fallacy than that which supposes that the life of Christ is resident in embryo, in every life, and only needs to be
fanned, in order to produce the matured life which is in Christ Jesus.

Christ does not live in us, as the cone lives in the tree at all. Christ lives in us by a new, a supernatural birth. It is our purpose to go
into this all-important theme, and to consider what the Word of God says about this Life which is in Christ Jesus  - Robert Neighbour
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