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Adapted from Jensen's Survey of the New Testament (Highly Recommended Resource) & Wilkinson's Talk Thru the
Bible

2 Corinthians 3:1 Are we beginning to commend ourselves again? Or do we need, as some, letters of commendation to you

or from you? (NASB: Lockman)

Greek : Archometha (1PPMI) palin heautous sunistanein? (PAN) e me chrezomen (1PPAI) os tines sustatikon
epistolon pros humas e ex humon?

Amplified: ARE WE starting to commend ourselves again? Or we do not, like some [false teachers], need
written credentials or letters of recommendation to you or from you, [do we]? (Lockman)

ESV: Are we beginning to commend ourselves again? Or do we need, as some do, letters of recommendation
to you, or from you? (ESV)

KJV: Do we begin again to commend ourselves? or need we, as some others, epistles of commendation to
you, or letters of commendation from you?

NET: Are we beginning to commend ourselves again? We don’t need letters of recommendation to you or from
you as some other people do, do we? (NET Bible)

NIV: Are we beginning to commend ourselves again? Or do we need, like some people, letters of
recommendation to you or from you? (NIV - IBS)

NLT: Are we beginning to praise ourselves again? Are we like others, who need to bring you letters of
recommendation, or who ask you to write such letters on their behalf? Surely not! (NLT - Tyndale House)

Phillips: Is this going to be more self-advertisement in your eyes? Do we need, as some apparently do, to
exchange testimonials before we can be friends? (Phillips: Touchstone)
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Wuest: Are we beginning again to be commending ourselves? Or, we do not need, as some, commendatory
letters to you or commendatory letters from you, do we? (Eerdmans Publishing - used by permission)

Young's Literal: Do we begin again to recommend ourselves, except we need, as some, letters of
recommendation unto you, or from you?

=« 1C03:104:1510:33
s Letters: 1Co 16:3
= 2 Corinthians 3 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

Related Passages:

2 Corinthians 4:2 but we have renounced the things hidden because of shame, not walking in craftiness or
adulterating the word of God, but by the manifestation of truth commending ourselves to every man’s
conscience in the sight of God.

2 Corinthians 10:2 | ask that when | am present | need not be bold with the confidence with which | propose to
be courageous against some (NOTE "SOME" USED IN SAME SENSE AS 2Cor 3:2), who regard us as if we
walked according to the flesh.

2 Corinthians 10:12 For we are not bold to class or compare ourselves withsome (NOTE "SOME" USED IN
SAME SENSE AS 2Cor 3:2) of those who commend themselves; but when they measure themselves by
themselves and compare themselves with themselves, they are without understanding.

Preface - Paul Brown makes the following statement (with which | agree) about the difficulty of this chapter and especially verses
13-18 (although | personally think v18 is straightforward) (Note: This quote is repeated at beginning of sections v12-14 and v15-17).

If we agree with F F Bruce that "of all the Pauline epistles, 2 Corinthians is probably the one which presents
most problems to the interpreter”, we might also add that chapter three is probably the most difficult to
interpret, with verses 12-18 presenting the greatest problems. Van Unnik says about them, 'The path to
their right interpretation is beset with a great many difficulties and there is hardly a single point on which
expositors agree."2 In her recent, detailed study of this passage Linda Belleville says, "Almost every exegete
who has studied 2 Cor 3:12-18 has struggled with its apparent lack of cohesion and its exegetical
ambiguities",3 and when AT Hanson comes to v 17 he says, "we now approach what could be called the
Mount Everest of Pauline texts as far as difficulty is concemed."4 This article does not aspire to scale
Everests, but presents a modest excursion into the foothills and hopes to cast some light on Paul's use of the
veil in these verses. (Exegesis 16:Lifting the Veil - Paul Brown - Foundations 31)

SHOW ME YOUR
CREDENTIALS!

Context: Paul has just described those peddling the Word of God (2Cor 2:17+). In contrast he stated he ministered from sincerity
(eilikrineia meaning he was "sun tested" so to speak unlike these hucksters). The Lord's ministry through Paul was under attack by
false teachers and false apostles who had come to Corinth. Beloved, there is a lesson for all of us who seek to preach and teach the
pure milk of His Word in season and out of season -- attacks will surely come on men and women who undertake Word centered,
Christ exalting, Spirit filled, God glorifying ministries! The modus operandi of Satan's pseudo-saints (cp 2Co 11:12, 13, 14 15) has
not changed much since Paul's time - they told lies about him and sought to discredit his character and his competency as a minister
so that they might usurp his authority in the church at Corinth. Paul was placed in a tenuous position for his own attempts to defend
his ministry might be twisted by his enemies as an effort of self-commendation. This is the context for one of the great sections of
this letter.

Summary of 2 Corinthians 3 (See also Table summary) - Defense against the charge of self-recommendation, which St. Paul does
not need (2Co 3:1, 2, 3). His sufficiency comes from God (2Co 3:4, 5, 6), who has made him minister of a covenant far more
glorious than that given to Moses (2Co 3:7, 8, 9, 10, 11). This ministry needs no veil upon the face (2Co 3:12, 13), such as to this
day darkens the hearts of the Jews (2Co 3:14, 15), though it shall one day be removed (2Co 3:16, 17,18). (The Pulpit Commentary)

Alfred Deissmann has an interesting comment on the Corinthian epistles noting that "The two “Epistles to the Corinthians” that
have come down to us also belong to the group of real letters. What is it that makes the second Epistle so extremely unintelligible to
many people? Simply the fact that it is out-and-out a letter, full of allusions which we for the most part no longer fully
understand. St. Paul wrote this letter with the full strength of his personality, putting into it all the varied emotions that succeeded
and encountered one another in his impulsive soul—deep contrition and thankfulness towards God, the reformer’s wrath, irony and
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trenchant candor towards the vicious. The first “Epistle to the Corinthians” is calmer in tone because the situation of the letter is
different, but this also is no pamphlet addressed to the Christian public, but a real letter to Corinth, in part an answer to a letter from
the church there. (Deissmann, A., & Strachan, L. R. M -- Light from the ancient East; the New Testament illustrated by recently

discovered texts of the Graeco-Roman world - Online)
McGee - Paul has spoken of the triumph of the ministry. Now he deals with the accreditation of the ministry.

Are we beginning to commend ourselves again? Or do we need, as some, letters of commendation to you or from you?
- Paul begins with two questions, both of which expect a negative reply. Commend means to place one with another and so to
present as worthy of confidence. Paul asked the Corinthians if he needed some letter of commendation as if the Corinthians did not
know who Paul was or what he did!

A T Robertson - NT examples of commending individuals by letters occur in Acts 15:25f.; Acts 18:27 (Apollos), 1 Cor. 16:10f.
(Timothy); Ro 16:1 (Phoebe with the verb cuviotnui [sunistemi]); Col. 4:10 (Mark); 2 Cor. 8:22f. (Titus and his companion).

Guzik - There was nothing wrong with a letter of commendation written on paper, but how much better to have a living letter of
commendation! The Christians at Corinth, along with groups of Christians wherever Paul had worked, were Paul’s “living letter” to
validate his ministry.. The best analogy in today’s world might be a certificate of ordination. Many people think that a certificate of
ordination means that you have the credentials of ministry. While there is an important purpose in a public ordination to ministry, a
piece of paper in itself never is a proper credential. The true credentials of the ministry are changed lives, living epistles. We might
almost say, keep your paper to yourself and show us the changed lives from your ministry....It is significant that Paul does not say,
“miracles are our epistle of commendation.” Paul apparently did not believe his primary “letter of recommendation” was found in
miraculous signs but found in miraculously changed lives. (2 Corinthians 3)

Matthew Poole - Nothing so commends a minister as the proficiency of his people. @ Corinthians 3)
John Trapp - The fruitfulness of the people is the preacher’s testimonial.” (2 Corinthians 3)

Utley adds that "The early church adopted the procedure of letters of recommendation to assure the orthodoxy and trustworthiness
of itinerant ministers (cf. Acts 18:27; Ro 16:1; 1 Cor. 16:3, 15-18; Phil. 2:29-30; 3 John 1:12).

Henry Morris - The false teachers had ingratiated themselves to the Christian church by showing recommendations from other
churches and, no doubt, would request such letters from Corinth when they decided to leave. But Paul reminds them that he needed
no such letters. The Corinthian believers themselves were his "epistles," for they were his own children in the faith. (Defender's

Study Bible)

Murray Harris: Since he had just spoken of the distinctive role of apostles (2Cor 2:14-16) and of his divine commission and
authority (2Co 2:17; note also 2Co 1:12 and 1Co 4:15, 16; 11:1; 14:18; 15:10), some might say, “Paul, once again you are indulging
in your notorious habit of self-commendation.” (Expositor's Bible Commentary).

Alfred Plummer says are we beginning "is a sort of echo of the supposed criticism; He is beginning to belaud himself again’ The
maAlv (again) plainly shows that St Paul is aware that this charge of self-praise had been made. He alludes to it again 2Co 4:5, 5:12,
6:4....whoever started it, it was accepted as true by some of the Corinthians. (2 Corinthians 3)

Are we beginning (757) (archomai from archo = to be first) in the present tense, active voice means to be
first and so to rule over or be the leader of. The passive voice in this verse signifies to make a beginning (used
this way also in Mt 4:17; Mk 1:45; Lk 3:23, Jn 13:5; Acts 1:1)

In this section Paul is picking up on an earlier testimony he had given in this letter which apparently was being distorted by his
opponents as an example of Paul's arrogant self-commendation...

But thanks be to God, Who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and manifests through us the sweet aroma of
the knowledge of Him in every place. 15 For we are a fragrance (sweet savor or smell) of Christ to God among
those who are being saved and among those who are perishing 16 For (see adequacy in 2Co 3:5,6+) to the
one an aroma from death to death, to the other an aroma from life to life. And who is adequate for these
things? 17 For we are not like many, peddling the word of God, but as from sincerity, but as from God, we
speak in Christ in the sight of God. (2 Co 2:14-17+)

Comment: Notice how Paul begins in 2Co 2:14 - Not with himself but with thanks to God and Christ,
emphasizing that he was but a vessel for God's ministry. The secular use of the verb "leads us in
triumph" (thriambeuo) presented a powerful picture of a victorious general, home from the wars, leading
a triumphal procession through the streets of Rome, preceded by the captives and spoils of war and
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followed by the general riding in a chariot with a slave holding a jeweled crown over his head, all of this
pomp and pagentry followed by the victorious army.

In 2Cor 2:15 note that the fragrance alludes to the aroma of the OT burnt offerings, which when offered in
sincere repentance and faith, were described as a soothing aroma to God (Ge 8:21; Lev 1:9; cp Eph
5:2-note). This has its NT parallel in the offering of our surrendered lives to God (Ro 12:1note), veritable
"spiritual sacrifices" which are pleasing to God (cp Micah 6:8). Beloved, do not let emissaries of the
evil one discourage or distract you from God's calling on your life, for Spirit-filled, Word-centered,
God-glorifying, Christ-exalting preaching, teaching and living out of God's truth is never in vain
(Isa 55:10,11, Ga 6:7-note Ga 6:8-note Ga 6:9-note Ga 6:10-note), and will always bear fruit in the soul
of the hearers, either fruit for eternal life (Mt 7:17-note, Lk 8:15 Mt 13:23 Mk 4:20 Jn 15:5,8, 16 Ro
7:4-note) or fruit for eternal destruction (Mt 3:10 Lk 3:9 13:9 Mt 7:19-note Ro 7:5-note).

Marvin Vincent comments it is "As if (Paul is) anticipating the taunt so often repeated, that he had no commendatory letters, and
therefore was forced to commend himself by self-laudation and by dishonest means. See 2Cor 4:2; 10:12. You will say, “You are
beginning again the old strain of self-commendation as in the first epistle.” See 1Cor. 9:15-21. (2 Corinthians 3 Word Studies in the
New Testament)

To commend ourselves again...do we need...letters of commendation - Paul is not saying he had been commending himself
before, but that he has been accused of this act! Letters of commendation is analogous to someone today needing a letter of
recommendation from their previous employer! Paul says "No". Clearly Paul anticipated a hostile attack from his opponents that his
epistles were nothing but letters of self-commendation. In 2Co 3:2 Paul quickly counters any such distortion from the false teachers
and false apostles.

Paul being a student of the Old Testament was very familiar with the wise advice to....
Let another praise you, and not your own mouth, a stranger, and not your own lips. (Pr 27:2)

Charles Hodge on letters of commendation - The apostle sets it forth as certain that his apostolic mission and authority were so
authenticated, that he did not need, as certain people did, letters of commendation either to them or from them. These false
teachers had no doubt gained access to Corinth on the strength of certain letters of recommendation. They were so little known and
had so little character, that when they went elsewhere, they would need to be commended by the Corinthians. With Paul the case

was different. (2 Corinthians Commentary)

James Denney writes how much more serious it is to impugn the character of a minister than other professions "that a minister’s
character is the whole capital he has for carrying on his business, and that nothing can be more cruel and wicked than to cast
suspicion on it without cause. In most other callings a man may go on, no matter what his character, provided his balance at the
bank is on the right side (!); but an evangelist or a pastor who has lost his character has lost everything. It is humiliating to be
subject to suspicion, painful to be silent under it, degrading to speak....From the serious tone the Apostle passes suddenly to the
ironical. “Or need we, as do some, epistles of commendation to you or from you?” The “some” of this verse are probably the same
as “the many” of 2Corinthians 2:17. Persons had “come to Corinth in the character of Christian teachers, bringing with them
recommendatory letters which secured their standing when they arrived. (2 Corinthians 3 Commentary)

Commend (4921) (sunistemi/sunistao from sun = together with + histemi = set, place, stand) means literally
to put or place one with another, to put together. To set in the same place, this literal meaning being found in
Luke 9:32+. To bring together. When one brings together a person with another person, it is a way of
presenting or introducing them. This gives sunistemi the meaning of commend, which means to recommend
as worthy of confidence (the implication being that others adopt a similar attitude) or to present to one’s
acquaintance for favorable notice.

Sunistemi is a keyword in 2 Corinthians - (9/16 NT uses) Lk. 9:32; Rom. 3:5; Ro 5:8; Ro 16:1; 2 Co. 3:1;
2 Co. 4:2; 2 Co. 5:12; 2 Co. 6:4; 2 Co. 7:11; 2 Co. 10:12; 2 Co. 10:18; 2 Co. 12:11; Gal. 2:18; Col. 1:17;
2 Pet. 355

In this same letter Paul repeatedly addresses the false claims raised by his detractors (Satan's ambassadors )...

We are not again commending (sunistemi) ourselves to you but are giving you an occasion (Greek word =
Military term signifying a camping place which becomes a base for military operations = bridgehead for
starting point an expedition or attack and thus an occasion or opportunity) to be proud of us, so that you will
have an answer for those who take pride in appearance and not in heart. (2 Corinthians 5:12)

For even if | boast somewhat further about our authority, which the Lord gave for building you up and not for
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destroying you, | will not be put to shame ( 2 Corinthians 10:8)

For we are not bold to class or compare ourselves with some ofthose who commend themselves; but when
they measure themselves by themselves and compare themselves with themselves, they are without
understanding. (2 Corinthians 10:12)

| have become foolish; you yourselves compelled me. Actually | shouldhave been commended by you, for in
no respect was | inferior to the most eminent apostles, even though | am a nobody. (2 Corinthians 12:11)

All this time you have been thinking that we are defending ourselves to you. Actually, it is in the sight of God
that we have been speaking in Christ; and all for your upbuilding, beloved. (2 Corinthians 12:19)

Ourselves - Henry Alford feels that although this is plural, Paul is speaking of himself. Alford writes "The plural seems to be used,
as so often in this Epistle, -- see e.g. 2Co 7:3, 5 -- of Paul himself only." (The New Testament for English Readers)

Again - This time phrase suggests that Paul had previously been accused of commending or praising himself.

Pulpit Commentary notes that "Such passages (as 1Co 2:16; 3:10; 4:11, 12, 13, 14; 9:15-23; 14:18, etc) might be called self-
laudatory and egotistical, were it not that (as St. Paul here explains) they arose only from a sense of the grandeur of his office, of
which he was the almost involuntary agent, used by God as it seemed best to him. Hence he says later on (2Co 7:18) that self-
praise is no commendation, and that the true test of a man is God’s commendation. (The Pulpit Commentary)

Diogenes, the cynic philosopher, was once asked to give a letter of commendation for someone & he answered "That you are a
man he will know at a glance; but whether you are a good or a bad man he will discover if he has the skill to distinguish between
good and bad, and if he is without that skill he will not discover the facts even though | write to him thousands of times."

Here’s a letter that was found on papyri "To Julius Domitius, military tribune of the legion, from Aurelius
Archelaus, his beneficiaries (a soldier exempt from menial duties), greeting. | have already before this
recommended to you Theon, my friend and now also, | ask you sir, to have him before your eyes as you would
myself. For he is man such as to deserve to be loved by you, for he left his own people, his goods and his
business & followed me, and through all things he has kept me safe. | therefore pray you that he may have the
right to come & see you. He can tell you everything about our business...l have loved the man...l wish you, sir,
great happiness & long life with your family and good health. Have this letter before your eyes and let it make
you think that | am speaking to you. Farewell.” (Brian Bell's "From Glory to Glory" Sermon Notes)

Or do we need, as some, letters of commendation to you or from you? - Apparently the entrance of the false apostles (although
he does not specifically name them) into the body of believers at Corinth was accompanied by presentation of written papyrus
"letters of recommendation" from so called spiritual authorities (or possibly forgeries from genuine spiritual authorities). Aware that
his words were likely to be misused by the false teachers at Corinth, he attempted to call attention to their need of authentication
while at the same time chiding the Corinthians.

Or...as some (e me...os tines) - The Pulpit Commentary says that this introduction "would have a somewhat ironical force. Theme
in the reading e me implies, “Can you possibly think that we need,”etc.? Generally, when a stranger came to some Church to which
he was not personally known, he carried with him some credentials in the form of letters from accredited authorities. Paul treats it as
absurd to suppose that he or Timothy should need such letters, either from the Corinthians or to them...It is not meant that there was
anything discreditable in using such letters (for Apollos had used them, Acts 18:27), but the disgraceful thing was that St. Paul
should be disparaged for not bringing them. (The Pulpit Commentary)

As some - See similar uses of "some" (Paul's "usual vague description of opponents”) in 1Co 4:18, 1Co 15:12, 34, 2Co 10:2, 12,
Gal 1:7, Php 1:15,1Ti 1:3, 6, 19 6:21

Letters of commendation were common in Paul's day, Dr Luke recording an example in Acts "And when he wanted to go across to
Achaia, the brethren encouraged him and wrote to the disciples to welcome him; and when he had arrived, he greatly helped those
who had believed through grace (Acts 18:27, cf Acts 15:25-27, 2Co 8:22-24, Paul commended Phoebe in Ro 16:1+, Col 4:10).

Need (5535) (chrezo from chreia = need, necessity from chreos = debt) means to have need of, to want or to
desire. In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus exhorted His hearers not to worry about clothing, food, or drink,
because their Father would provide that need. Chrézd occurs only rarely in the Septuagint. In Jdg 11:7 this
term describes the elders of Gilead being “in distress.” They were “in need of’ military allies to defend
themselves against the Ammonites. Chreizo - 5x in the NAS - Mt 6:32 = (heavenly Father knows that you
need); Lk 11:8 = (give him as much as he needs.) Lk 12:30 = (your Father knows that you need these things.)
Ro 16:2 = (help her in whatever matter she may have need of you;) 2Co 3:1
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Letters (1992)(epistole from epi = to + stello = send) is an epistle, used figuratively in this passage of the
believers at Corinth.

Epistole - 23v - Acts 9:2; Acts 15:30; Acts 22:5; Acts 23:25; Acts 23:33; Ro 16:22; 1 Co. 5:9; 1 Co. 16:3; 2
Co. 3:1; 2 Co. 3:2; 2 Co. 3:3; 2 Co. 7:8; 2 Co. 10:9; 2 Co. 10:10; 2 Co. 10:11; Col. 4:16; 1 Th 5:27; 2 Th
2:2;2Th2:15;2Th 3:14; 2 Th 3:17; 2 Pe 3:1; 2 Pe 3:16

Commendation (4956)(sustatikos from sunistao) (Only NT use of this word) is literally a placing together,
and thus introducing in the sense of being commendatory. Here it refers to a letter of commendation, which

Paul says he does not need because of the saints at Corinth, whose lives were transformed by Paul's teaching
of the Word of Truth.

J H Bernard comments that Paul "has testimonies to his character and office far superior to any that could be written on papyrus.
These can be pointed to if any object that his Apostolic office was self-assumed, and that he delivers the Gospel message in his own
way and on his own authority (Gal. 1:12). (The Expositor's Greek Testament)

J Vernon McGee rightly comments that "The proof of the effectiveness of any ministry is whether or not it has a recommendation
from God. He is not giving out letters of recommendation; the proof lies in the epistles that are written in the fleshly tables of the
heart. | read many letters from folk who have turned to Christ because of my radio ministry. Several years ago a wonderful family
came up to me in Houston, Texas. If no one else turned to Christ through my radio program there, | still would consider it worthwhile.
They listened to the radio program for three months before they made a decision for Christ, and then the entire family, a handsome
family, all received Christ. They are some of the epistles | have down in Texas. | have such epistles in practically every state of
these United States and on many foreign shores. They are my letters of commendation.

THOUGHT: Beloved, Dr McGee's testimony to the life changing power of the Word of God begs the question -
Do | have human "epistles" that serve as my letters of commendation? What if we hired pastors and ministry
workers not on their credentials, not on how eloquently they preach or teach, but on the basis of the "letters of
commendation in the from of transformed lives? That might be interesting!

Pulpit Commentary notes that letters of commendation were "“introductory letters"—was familiar in later Greek. In days when
there were few public hostels, and when it was both a duty and a necessity for small and persecuted communities like those of the
Jews and Christians to practise hospitality (Rom. 12:13; Heb. 13:2, etc.), it was customary both for synagogues and Churches to
provide their friends and emissaries with authentic testimonials. Otherwise they might have been deceived by wandering impostors,
as, in fact, the Christians were deceived by the vagabond quack Peregrinus Proteus. We can easily see how the custom of using
such letters might be abused by idle, restless, and intriguing persons, who have never found it very difficult to procure them. We find
traces of their honest use by Phoebe, by Silas and Jude, by Apollos, by Mark, and by Zenas, in Ro 16:1; Acts 18:27; 15:25, Col.
4:10; Titus 3:13; and of their unfair use by certain Judaists, in Gal 1:7 and Gal 2:12. Nothing can more forcibly illustrate the necessity
for Paul’s protest against the idle vaunt of possessing such letters, than the fact that, more than a century afterwards, we find
malignant innuendoes aimed at Paul in the pseudo-Clementines , under the name of “the enemy” and “Simon Magus” and “a
deceiver.” He is there spoken of as using letters from the high priest (which, indeed, St. Paul had done as Saul of Tarsus, Acts 9:1,
2); and the Churches are warned never to receive any one who cannot bring credentials from James; so deep-rooted among the
Judaists was the antagonism to the independent apostolate and daring originality of the apostle of the Gentiles! (The Pulpit
Commentary)

PAUL CONTRASTS
THE TWO COVENANTS
THE OLD THE NEW
COVENANT COVENANT
Written with ink Written with the Spirit
on tablets of stone on tablets of human hearts
2Cor 3:3+ 2Cor 3:3
Adequacy Adequacy
from Self from God
2Cor 3:5+ 2Cor 3:5

The Letter (law) Kills
(3000 @ Sinai — Ex 32:28+)
2Cor 3:6+

The Spirit gives Life
(3000 @ Pentecost — Acts 2:41)
2Cor 3:6
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Ministry of Death
(glory...fading)
2Cor 3:8+
Ministry
of Condemnation
2Cor 3:9+

No glory
(~glory of moon)
2Cor 3:10+

Fading Glory:
Temporary
2Cor 3:11+

Reading of Old Covenant
hearts veiled
2Cor 3:14,15+

(By implication
Bondage)

Glory fading on Moses’ face
No Internal Transformation
2Co0 3:13+

Ministry of the Spirit
(more glory)
2Cor 3:8
Ministry
of Righteousness
2Cor 3:9

Glory that surpasses
(~glory of sun)
2Cor 3:10

Remains in Glory:
Permanent
2Cor 3:11

Turn to the Lord
Veil is removed in Christ
2Cor 3:16+

Where Spirit of the Lord is
Liberty
2Cor 3:17+

Glory going to glory on saints' faces
Continual Internal transformation by the
Spirit
2Cor 3:18+

2 Corinthians 3:2 You are our letter, written in our hearts, known and read by all men(NASB: Lockman)

Greek: e epistole hemon humeis este, (2PPAl) eggegrammene (RPPFSN) en tais kardiais emon,
ginoskomene (PPPFSN) kai anaginoskomene (PPFSN) hupo panton anthropon;

Ampilified: [No] you yourselves are our letter of recommendation (our credentials), written in your hearts, to be
known (perceived, recognized) and read by everybody. (Lockman)

ESV: You yourselves are our letter of recommendation, written on our hearts, to be known and read by all.
(ESV)

KJV: Ye are our epistle written in our hearts, known and read of all men:
NET: You yourselves are our letter, written on our hearts, known and read by everyone, (NET Bible)
NIV: You yourselves are our letter, written on our hearts, known and read by everybody. (NIV - IBS)

NLT: The only letter of recommendation we need is you yourselves. Your lives are a letter written in our hearts;
everyone can read it and recognize our good work among you. (NLT - Tyndale House)

Phillips: You yourselves are our testimonial, written in our hearts and yet open for anyone to inspect and read.
(Phillips: Touchstone)

Wouest: As for you, you are our letter which has been permanently engraved in our hearts, and which is being
known and read by all men. (Eerdmans Publishing - used by permission)

Young's Literal: our letter ye are, having been written in our hearts, known and read by all men,

= are:1Co 3:10 1Co0 9:1,2

« in: 2C0 7:32Co 11:11 2Co 12:15 Php 1:7

=« known: Ro 1:8 1C0 9:21Th 1:8

= 2 Corinthians 3 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

Related Passages:

2 Corinthians 7:3+ | do not speak to condemn you, for | have said before thatyou are in our heartsto die
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together and to live together.

Philippians 1:7+ For it is only right for me to feel this way about you all, becausel have you in my heart,
since both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel, you all are partakers of
grace with me.

Romans 1:8+ (ROMAN CHRISTIANS LIKE "LETTERS" ALSO) First, | thank my God through Jesus Christ for
you all, because your faith is being proclaimed throughout the whole world.

1 Thessalonians 1:7-8+ so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. For
the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every
place your faith toward God has gone forth, so that we have no need to say anything.

PAUL LETTER WAS WRITTEN ON
HEARTS NOT PAPYRUS!

You are our letter, written in our hearts, known and read by all men- You are (present tense) indicates Paul considers the saints
at Corinth to continually be their "letter of commendation”, their "credentials" (Amplified), their "testimonial" (Phillips). Paul's
commendation was in people, not on paper! It was written internally, not externally. The saints at Corinth had left an indelible mark
on the hearts of Paul, Timothy and Silas when they had initially proclaimed the Gospel in Corinth, an impression that could not be
"erased" from their heart (written = perfect tense = permanently engraved in our hearts).

Broomall - in contrast to those men in need of conceited self-appraisal "Paul’s letter is (1) personalized—our epistle; (2) permanent
—uwritten in our hearts; (3) public—known and read of all men (2 Corinthians 3)

Apparently the accusations of Paul's spurious apostleship had been present for some time for in his first epistle he defends his
legitimacy with an argument similar to that in the present passage asking four pointed rhetorical [for effect] questions...

Am | not free? Am | not an apostle? Have | not seen Jesus our Lord? Are you not my work in the Lord? If to
others | am not an apostle, at least | am to you; for you are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord. (1Co 9:1-
2+)

Comment: In short, the very existence of the church at Corinth was indisputable evidence of Paul’s
apostolic authority and authenticity.

Broomall - Paul vehemently exposes those who need letters of self-commendation (cf. 5:12; 10:12, 18; 12:11). His mission and
ministry did not need such conceited self-appraisal. (2 Corinthians 3)

You are our letter - Note that epistole (letter) is placed first for emphasis. While this description obviously refers to the saints in the
church at Corinth, by way of application, every believer is in effect an "Epistle of Christ". The power of the Gospel is indisputably
demonstrated by changed lives, especially the fruit of the Spirit (Gal 5:22+, Gal 5:23+).

THOUGHT - You have heard the saying that you may be the only Bible someone ever reads! What message is
your "version" of the Bible conveying to your family members, your neighbors, your co-workers, etc?

Guzik - Paul's letter of recommendation has an author, Jesus Christ. The Corinthian Christians were indeed Paul’s letter of
recommendation, yet he realized that he did not write that letter—Jesus did. Paul is not trying to say, “| made you the Christians you
are,” but he is saying, “God used me to make you the Christians you are.” (2 Corinthians 3)

A T Robertson - Professing Christians are the Bible that men read and know.

Bob Deffinbaugh ...

Playing out the “letter” imagery, Paul goes on to say that these Corinthians are, themselves, a letter. They are
the fruit of Paul’s service and of the Holy Spirit's work in their hearts, turning their stony hearts of unbelief into
hearts of flesh. They are not little “clones” of Paul, but rather they reflect Jesus Christ to a darkened and dying
world. Paul says the same of the Thessalonian saints

knowing, brethren beloved by God, His choice of you; 5 for our gospel did not come to you in word only, but
also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of men we proved to be
among you for your sake. 6 You also became imitators of us and of the Lord, having received the word in
much tribulation with the joy of the Holy Spirit, 7 so that you became an example to all the believers in
Macedonia and in Achaia. (1Th 1:4-note, 1Th 1:5, 6, 7-note)

Why does Paul mention this word about commendation or accreditation? | believe it is because in Paul’s day,
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as in ours, many things which give one status in an unbelieving world do not offer status or authority in the
church. The wisdom and persuasive methods of these false teachers impress some of the Corinthians. This
should not be so. Today we have “letters” (a play on words), like “Ph.D.” and “Th.M.” which may impress some.
Recently, the D.Min. (Doctor of Ministry) has been introduced in Christian institutions of higher learning. For a
very challenging perspective of this recent phenomenon,21 | suggest reading David Wells’ excellent chapter
entitled, “The D-Min-lzation of the Ministry” in the book, No God but God-Breaking With the Idols of Our Age
edited by Os Guinness, John Seel. Page 175-188. (Review of "No God but God)

| am not saying there is something evil about biblical and theological education. | am deeply indebted to Dallas
Theological Seminary for the tools it gave me to better study and proclaim the Bible. Nevertheless, my degree
from the seminary does not accredit me or my ministry. There are those who have graduated from this and
other fine schools who have denied the faith and taught error. Here and elsewhere, Paul tells us what
commends a Christian’s integrity in ministry. A Christian’s ministry is commended first by the practice of
servanthood, rather than by an authoritative or authoritarian leadership style. Paul reminds the Corinthians in
2Co 3:3 that he “cared for” them. The marginal note in the NASB informs us that literally the word is “served.”
Those whom God has certified are servants, not “lords.” Second, true laborers of Christ are marked by the
integrity of their message and their methods. They are not “peddlers” of the Word of God, but those who
simply, boldly, and truthfully proclaim the truth of God’s Word in such a way that men turn to God and depend
upon His Word, rather than upon those servants who proclaim it (see Acts 20:17-32). (We need to be very
careful here about abuses of the biblical term “discipling” and the secular term “mentoring.” The work of the
Spirit in the lives of those to whom we minister is not evidenced by the fact that they look and act just like us,
but that they look and act like Christ.) Finally, true servants of God are evident when men are convicted and
converted by the Word of God and the Spirit of God, and whose lives are so changed that the world cannot
help but notice. True servants of God may or may not have educational diplomas, but the fingerprints of
God are all over them and their ministries. (The Sufficiency of God Through His Spirit)

S Coley agrees writing that...

The Bible is God’s book for the world, only it shuts it. But the world will read you. Masters, your servants read
you; servants, your masters read you; so will parents children, etc.Do they read in you what they ought to
read?

A Christian should be a Bible alive. Never mind though a man has not learned his letters; he will be able to
read you fast enough. All men can read justice, mercy, and truth, or the opposite of them....

| remember, when | was a little boy at school, if | by any chance managed to make the smallest blot, as sure
as | took the book up to my master, the first thing he looked at was the blot; and, as sure as | took it home, the
first thing anybody looked at was the blot. My letters may have been made very gracefully, but nobody said a
word about them; but everybody said something about the blot. Ah! | have known some people very good on
the whole, but they have had sad blots — blots of temper, vanity, and worldliness. The sun himself is looked at
more during the few minutes he has a black spot on his face than on all the days of the year besides. The
world has an eagle glance for your spots, and if you have a spot on your character people will look more at it
than at all the beautiful things that are there....

| was once in an assize court where a man was being tried for forgery. The individual whose writing, it was
suspected, had been imitated, was dead, and so a large letter-book, full of what was known to be the writing of
the deceased, was produced in court, to test the alleged forgery by it. If you are letters of Christ you will
resemble His writing. The very name Christian implies that you profess to have Christ's name written upon
you. But it is no use to profess to be Christ’s epistle if you are not like Him. Suppose | picked up a letter which
professed on the face of it to be a letter from Jesus Christ, but recommended this congregation to be worldly
minded, to love gold, to be fretful and peevish, and to be guilty of evils peaking and slander. Of course | should
know that it was no letter from Jesus Christ. | wonder whether all present who profess to be Christ’s epistles
ever do that which Christ would not put His name to? Are you genuine letters? A friend of mine went to the
bank to pay in some money. Amongst it there was a ten-pound note. The clerk looked at it carefully, and then
stamped “Forged” right across it. What a sad thing it would be if any of you who profess to be epistles of Christ
now should at the last be disowned of Him, and He should say, “You are none of Mine — forged”! (S Coley -

Epistles of Christ - Imperfect and Spurious - interesting - see bottom half of page)

Vincent has a lengthy comment on you are our letter...

The figure which follows is freely and somewhat loosely worked out, and presents different faces in rapid
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succession. The figure itself is that of a commendatory letter representing the Corinthian Church: “Ye are our
letter.” This figure is carried out in three directions:

1. As related to the apostles’ own consciousness. The Corinthian Church is a letter written on the apostles’
hearts. Their own consciousness testifies that that Church is the fruit of a divinely accredited, honest, and
faithful ministry.

2. As related to the Corinthians themselves. The Church needs no letter to commend the apostles to it. It is its
own commendation. As the visible fruit of the apostles’ ministry they are a commendatory letter to themselves.
If the question arises among them, “Were Paul and his colleagues duly commissioned? “ — the answer is, “We
ourselves are the proof of it.”

3. As related to others outside of the Corinthian Church. The answer to the charge that the Corinthians have
been taught by irregular and uncommissioned teachers is the same: “Behold the fruit of their labors in us. We
are their commission.”

At this point the figure again shifts; the letter being now conceived as written on the Corinthians’ hearts,
instead of on the hearts of the apostles: written by Christ through the apostles’ ministry. This suggests the
comparison with the law written on tables of stone, which are used as a figure of the heart, fleshy tables, thus
introducing two incongruities, namely, an epistle written on stone, and writing with ink on stone tables. (2
Corinthians 3 Word Studies in the New Testament)

R Kent Hughes cites a similar example of "Polycarp’s second-century Epistle to the Philippians where he addresses the members
of the church as those “among whom the blessed Paul laboured, who were his letters in the beginning.” (2 _Corinthians : Power in

weakness. Preaching the Word)

James Denney writes that "The conversion and new life of the Corinthians were Paul’s certificate as an apostle. They were a
certificate, he says, known and read by all men. Often there is a certain awkwardness in the presenting of credentials. It
embarrasses a man when he has to put his hand into his heart pocket, and take out his character, and submit it for inspection. Paul
was saved this embarrassment. There was a fine unsought publicity about his testimonials. Everybody knew what the Corinthians
had been; everybody knew what they were; and the man to whom the change was due needed no other recommendation to a
Christian society. Whoever looked at them saw plainly that they were an epistle of Christ; the mind of Christ could be read upon
them, and it had been written by the intervention of Paul’'s hand. This is an interesting though a well-worn conception of the Christian
character. Every life has a meaning, we say, every face is a record; but the text goes further. The life of the Christian is an epistle; it
has not only a meaning, but an address; it is a message from Christ to the world. (THOUGHT) Is Christ’'s message to men legible
on our lives? When those who are without look at us, do they see the hand of Christ quite unmistakably? Does it ever
occur to anybody that there is something in our life which is not of the world, but which is a message to the world from
Christ? Did you ever, startled by the unusual brightness of a true Christian’s life, ask as it were involuntarily, “Whose
image and superscription is this?” and feel as you asked it that these features, these characters, could only have been
traced by one hand, and that they proclaimed to all the grace and power of Jesus Christ? Christ wishes so to write upon us
that men may see what He does for man. He wishes to engrave His image on our nature, that all spectators may feel that it has a
message for them, and may crave the same favor. A congregation which is not in its very existence and in all its works and ways a
legible epistle, an unmistakable message from Christ to man, does not answer to this New Testament ideal. (2_Corinthians 3

Commentary)

Written in our hearts (cp 2Co 7:3) - Written is in the perfect tense (also in divine passive) signifying the permanence of the
inscription of the Corinthian believer's names on his heart. Paul was not about to forget them. Note that this great truth allowed him
to speak of confidence in 2Cor 3:4 and his hope and boldness in speech in 2Cor 3:12. Paul's prior work among these saints (even
with their "issues") had left an indelible impression on his heart. This speaks of the love Paul had in his heart for the Corinthians
(2Co 11:11 2Co 12:15) which is amazing (and supernatural) considering all the problems they had caused him!

J H Bernard calls our attention to the fact that "The letter wr