Ezekiel 1:1-14 Commentary
PREVIOUS

Ezekiel 1:1 Now it came about in the thirtieth year, on the ﬁfth
day of the fourth month, while I was by the river Chebar among
the exiles, the heavens were opened and I saw visions of God
(NASB: Lockman)
NLT: On July 31 of my thirtieth year, while I was with the Judean exiles
beside the Kebar River in Babylon, the heavens were opened to me, and I
saw visions of God.
NIV: CLICK HERE to listen to a dramatic reading of Ezekiel 1 by Max
Maclean
Young's Literal: And it cometh to pass, in the thirtieth year, in the fourth
month, in the ﬁfth of the month, and I am in the midst of the Removed by
the river Chebar, the heavens have been opened, and I see visions of God.
NOW IT CAME ABOUT:

Few assignments are more diﬃcult than to proclaim
God’s truth to the spiritually hard of heart—people who
have departed from the Lord yet continue to practice
the formalities of religion. Armed with tradition and
resolute in their cynicism, they tend to resent the
message and reject the messenger...Ezekiel is a model
for modern-day messengers to those who are calloused
toward God. It helps to know that a cool reception to
the truth may be a vindication of one’s work, not a
negation of it. (Word in life study Bible. Nashville:
Thomas Nelson)
Allan McRae in a wonderful note that should encourage you to consider a
serious study of this book, writes that
Ezekiel is one of the Bible’s most neglected books. This
is

because

its

full

understanding

requires

an

appreciation of the situation in which Ezekiel was
involved (Ed note: see Timeline of Ezekiel on this
website). Another reason for widespread avoidance of
the Book of Ezekiel is the impression that its ﬁrst
chapter [Ezek. 1] gives of being

extraordinarily

symbolical and quite remote from normal human
experience. A few people spend considerable time
studying the last chapters of Ezekiel (Ed note: for
instance, I found that almost 25% of the 130+ sermons
on Ezekiel listed at Sermon Central were from Chapter

NEXT

37!) and the marvelous prophecies of the distant
future that these chapters contain, but many of them
pay little attention to the ﬁrst two-thirds of the book. If
the key to Ezekiel’s ﬁrst thirty chapters is ﬁrmly
grasped, every Christian can derive much blessing
from the study of the entire book." (from his article
"The Key to Ezekiel's First 30 Chapters" in Bibliotheca
Sacra:1996, Page 233. Dallas Theological Seminary.)

Chronology of the Signiﬁcant Events
Surrounding Ezekiel's Prophecy
BC
640 Josiah begins his reign in Judah (see 2Ki 22-23)
Book of Law that had been lost in the house of God(!) was found
King Josiah convicted by word of God in Book of Law
Godly King Josiah abolishes idolatry & institutes sweeping reform
Ezekiel was a young boy during this time of Josiah's reforms
Tragically Josiah is killed in battle
609 Jehoahaz becomes king for 3 months ( 2Ki 23:30-34)
608 Jehoiakim follows as king of Judah (2Ki 23:34-24:19)
605 The ﬁrst Jewish captives are taken to Babylon ( Da 1:1-2 )
Daniel is among the captives in this group
598 Jehoiachin becomes king for 3 months ( 2Ki 24:17-25:7 )
597 The second group of Jewish captives are taken to Babylon
Ezekiel is in this group of 10,000 (2Ki 24:14)
Jehoiachin taken into exile
597 Zedekiah, last king, begins reign in Judah ( 2Ki 24:6-25:30, 2Chr
36:11ﬀ)
593 Ezekiel’s prophetic ministry begins at age 30 ( Ezekiel 1:1)
The ﬁfth year of Jehoiachin's exile (Ezekiel 1:2)
Events in chapters 1-7 take place during the ﬁrst 14 months
592 September, 592 marks beginning of a series of visions (Ezekiel 8-11)
Visions include deﬁlement of the Temple and departure of God's glory
These visions begin 14 mo after Ezekiel received his call

Ezekiel's prophecy consummated in departure of God's glory (Ez8-11)
588 Final siege of Jerusalem begins & lasts for 18 months ( 2Ki 25:1-2)
This fact helps understand the signs of siege & starvation in Ezek 4
586 Babylonians destroy Jerusalem and Temple (2Ki 25:2ﬀ, 2Chr 36:1721)
This represents the third and ﬁnal Babylonian invasion
571 Ezekiel's ministry lasts for at least 22 years
First 7 years: He prophesied judgment
Last 15 years: He prophesied hope and restoration
THE 30TH YEAR: Note that the date of this vision is stated in two ways
(v1 & v2), which emphasizes Ezekiel's careful attention to chronological
detail.

Remember

that

Ezekiel's

prophecy

is

generally

given

chronologically, making it easier to follow then for example Jeremiah in
which the chapters are not in strict chronological order.
Jeremiah had been prophesying for approximately 35 years and Daniel for
approximately 9 years when Ezekiel began his ministry. Note from the
Timeline (click) that Ezekiel had been taken into exile into Babylon during
the second invasion of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar in 597BC (see 2Ki
24:14) and was about twenty-ﬁve years of age. From Numbers 4:3 (cf Nu
4:23 4:30 4:39 4:43 1Chr 23:3) we know that Jewish priests begin their
ministry at age 30, which supports the time reference of " 30th year" as a
reference to Ezekiel's 30th birthday. Luke records that the greater Son of

Man likewise " was about thirty years of age"..."when He began His
ministry." (Lu 3:23).
God's plan for Ezekiel in this 30th year would radically change the course
of his life. Solomon records that "the mind of man plans his way, but the

LORD directs his steps" (Pr 16:9) -- it is one thing to know this truth and
quite another thing to walk out in complete conﬁdence in that truth and to
do so all the days of one's life as Ezekiel did. You might be able to identify
with Ezekiel. Even as Ezekiel thought he was being prepared for the
priesthood, you may have felt you were being prepared for a certain
course in your life, only to have those plans radically altered by
unexpected circumstances which God allowed or sent. Jehovah is also El
Elyon, the Most High God and as such He is in absolute sovereign control
of all the events of our life. He is the Potter and we are but clay. As
believers we must remember that our "body is a temple of the Holy Spirit
Who is in (us), Whom (we) have from God, and that (we) are not (our)
own" but that we " have been bought with a price " and we should seek to

"therefore glorify God in (our) body" (1Cor 6:19 20) regardless of what
God calls us to do. Ezekiel may have been looking forward to the prestige
of a priest even in exile, but is now called to be God's prophet to the
exiles. Note that Ezekiel's prophetic ministry begins not with serving, but
with seeing God’s glory. This is God’s pattern in preparing a man or
woman

-- knowing always precedes doing

– seeing comes before

serving – worship comes before work . Before Ezekiel is given a
ministry for God, He’s given a vision of God. God has a ministry for every
believer (cf 1Pe 4:10). Be patient. First catch a vision of God and His glory!
You'll never be the same and your ministry for His Name will be
transformed forever as was Ezekiel's.
Over 20 years later Ezekiel still remembered this encounter as he
described the vision in Chapter 40 as
like the appearance of the vision which I saw,
like the vision which I saw when He came to destroy
the city. And the visions were like the vision which I
saw by the river Chebar; and I fell on my face. (Ezek
40:3)
Ezekiel is one of the most often slighted books in Scripture and is
undoubtedly the most neglected prophetic book. When was the last time
you read Ezekiel "cover to cover"?. How will you feel one day in eternity,
when you bump into Ezekiel, and he says “Hello brother, how did you like

my book?” It is surprising that a book as exciting as Ezekiel is as
neglected as it is. Whereas Jeremiah saw through sobbing eyes, Ezekiel
saw through surreal eyes, eyes of a visionary and a biblical mystic who
possessed a spiritually-sensitive, other-worldly focus. Pray and read and
then pause and ponder so that you can practice and apply the truths
found in this great book. Then you will come to experience in a real way
the repeated promise God gave in Ezekiel: You will know that I am the
LORD and when we all come to take our last breath, isn't this the most
glorious, rewarding and fulﬁlling experience we could ever have! Jesus
said
And this is eternal life, that they may know (by
personal, intimate experience) Thee, the Only True
God and Jesus Christ Whom Thou hast sent. (Jn 17:3)
Expositors notes that
Few books of the Bible use such a wide variety of
literary forms as does Ezekiel. Though most of the
book is prose, some of it is poetry. Ezekiel uses almost
every

kind

of

literary

device

and

imagery

to

communicate graphically the messages of judgment

and

blessing:

dream-visions

(Ezekiel 1-3;

8-11);

apocalyptic literature (37:1-14; 40-48); drama (4-5;
12); allegory, parable, proverbs (16:44; 18:2); and
funeral dirges (19; 26-28; 32). The frequent rhetorical
questions and repetitious phrases enhance the vitality
and thrust of the oracles. (Gaebelein, F, Editor:
Expositor's Bible Commentary OT 7 Volume Set: Books:
Zondervan Publishing)
WHILE I WAS BY THE RIVER CHEBAR (KEBAR): (3; 3:15 3:23; 10:15
10:20 10:22 43:3) (See discussion of Chebar/Kebar in ISBE)
Ezekiel received this vision in a region now occupied by the modern nation
of Iraq. The River Chebar is mentioned in Babylonian texts (referred to
as "nar Kabaru") from the city of Nippur in the ﬁfth century BC and was
apparently a canal which provided artiﬁcial irrigation from the Euphrates.
The River Chebar is mentioned 8 times in Scripture, all in Ezekiel ( click
here for uses). Thus Ezekiel's ministry was among the exiles whereas
Daniel's ministry was among the ruling powers and Jeremiah's among the
Jews in Judah. Keep in mind the historical context which will help
understand Ezekiel's messages -- The year is 593 BC, indicating that ﬁve
years had passed since invaders from Babylon had entered Jerusalem and
taken Ezekiel and a group of 10,000 of his fellow Israelites captive. The
ﬁnal Babylonian destruction of Jerusalem in 586 BC was still 7 years away
as he receives his prophetic call from God. In Babylon, the Jewish
prisoners of war had been treated surprisingly well. They were given
decent housing and a good deal of freedom. They were allowed to
practice their trades and to work the fertile ﬁelds allocated to them. All
was not well, however. Many of the captives were not satisﬁed with a
comfortable existence in a pagan land. They longed for the temple in
Jerusalem and wondered why their God remained silent and unresponsive
to their needs.
AMONG THE EXILES: (Eccl 9:1; 9:2 Jer 24:5-7)
in the midst of captivity (Amp)
Among - Don't miss this word -- Where was Ezekiel? Not oﬀ to the side in
a "holy huddle" but right in the middle (the Greek word mesos which is
the word the Septuagint uses to translate the Hebrew and which means
"in the middle") of all the other sinners, a good place to be if you are going
to speak to them about your God. Where are you located? At work, in your
neighborhood, etc, do you make a point to fraternize with the brethren to
the exclusion of the pagans?
As Cooper writes

Ezekiel had a unique consciousness about his role and
relationship with those to whom he was to minister. He
saw himself as a prophet “in the midst” of a time,
place, and people who desperately needed a word
from Yahweh. Ezekiel used the Hebrew word betôk,
translated “among” and “in the midst,” 116 times,
substantially more than any other Old Testament book
and more than all others combined.
Both the Assyrians and the Babylonians had a policy of deporting large
populations of conquered enemies. The Babylonian practice of settling the
exiles in self-contained villages is demonstrated in extra-Biblical texts
from the region of Nippur. While it was a traumatic event for the people of
Judah, they were encouraged to settle into their new situation (Jer 29:4–
23) and many followed this advice too well and became so comfortable in
Babylon that they choose to remain there even though being freed by
King Cyrus to return and rebuild their Temple. Ezra characterized those
who choose to return as those
whose spirit God had stirred to go up and rebuild the
house of the LORD which is in Jerusalem. (Ezra 1:5)
THE HEAVENS WERE OPENED: (Mt 3:16; Jn 1:51; Acts 7:56; 10:11; Rev
4:1; 19:11)
This description was also associated with the inauguration of the ministry
of the Son of Man, Luke recording that "Jesus...was baptized and while He
was praying, heaven was opened." (Lu 3:21) and will also mark His
triumphant return at the end of this age and the Great Tribulation (Mt
24:21) when the heavens will be "opened" revealing the Son of Man as the
King of kings
Faithful

and

True"

the

One

Who

"in

righteousness...judges and wages war." (Rev 19:11)
The diﬀerence is that God was speaking to Ezekiel while Jesus, the GodMan, was speaking to His Father.
I SAW VISIONS OF GOD: (Ezek 8:3; 11:24; Ge 15:1; 46:2; Nu 12:6; Isa
1:1; Da 8:1 8:2; Hos 12:10; Joel 2:28; Mt 17:9; Acts 9:10-12; 10:3; 2Cor
12:1)
Visions of God here includes visions given by God and visions in which
God was seen and is always in the plural and always with the word "God"
(not "LORD"). This exact phrase "Visions of God" occurs only three
times in the NASB, all in Ezekiel,` (click here for all three), this verse,
Ezekiel 8:3 and Ezekiel 40:2 and its occurrence is a marker in a sense, as
it divides Ezekiel's prophecy into three sections. Saul of Tarsus had a

somewhat similar life changing encounter
as

he

journeyed...approaching

Damascus

and

suddenly a light from heaven ﬂashed around him and
he fell to the ground, and heard a voice saying to him,
"Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?" Like Ezekiel,
Saul of Tarsus' was never the same after that
encounter. (see Acts 9:3 9:4 9:5 9:6 9:15 9:16 9:20)
MacArthur observes that
This scene has similarities to the visions of God’s
throne in Rev 4 , Rev 5 where the emphasis is also on a
glimpse of that throne just before judgment is released
in Rev 6-19."

GUIDELINES FOR
INTERPRETATION OF VISIONS
1. Seek to understand the major idea presented
through the vision and do not dwell on minutiae. This
guideline is underscored in the second principle.
2.

Follow

the

accompanying

divine
the

interpretations
visions.

normally

These

divine

interpretations concentrate on the overall concept
rather than on details. (In Ezekiel's ﬁrst vision, this
divine interpretation is stated in 1:28 - God and His
glory.)
3. Be keenly aware of parallel passages and the
harmony of Scripture, since the prophets normally
sought to apply past revelations of God to their
contemporary

situations.

The

general

prophetic

message among the prophets is essentially the same.
4. Use the same approach with the symbols and
imagery of visionary literature as used with ﬁgurative
language. Thus symbols and imagery are properly
understood as ﬁgures and are not to be taken literally.
(from Expositor's Bible Commentary and http://www.pathlight.com/Ezekiel02b.htm)
To sum up the guidelines in simple terms, don’t focus on the details of
Ezekiel’s vision, but on the overall impression it conveys.
Larry Richards adds that although

Some people have become bogged down seeking to
explain the details of Ezekiel’s vision, and artists have
even toiled to portray them...the best way to sense the
reality Ezekiel portrays is to read the chapter quickly,
opening ourselves to receive an impression of the aweinspiring majesty of our God." (The Bible reader's
companion. Wheaton, Ill.: Victor Book)
Ray Stedman adds that
"The story of this book is the story of human life and
the book begins with a tremendous vision of God,
because all life starts with God. God is the greatest fact
in existence, in history. If you are going to think about
anything, you have to start somewhere. Anyone who
wants to think logically about life must always begin
with God. That is where the Bible begins. "In the
beginning God created the heavens and the earth."
This book of Ezekiel begins, then, with a mystic vision
of God. The glory of the prophet Ezekiel was that he
saw God more clearly than any of the other prophets.
If your heart needs to be set on ﬁre by the
revelation of the character and glory of God,
read Ezekiel. He is the great prophet who saw the
glory of God."
Ezekiel begins with a vision and then the call similar to the prophet
Isaiah’s call in Isaiah chapter 6. Like Isaiah, Ezekiel’s vision reveals the
character of God. Isaiah saw God seated on a throne, high and exalted
and as this chapter describes Ezekiel saw God seated on a throne high
above.
C. H. Spurgeon makes an interesting comment in his introduction to the
sermon on Jehovah-Shammah (Ezek 48:35)
The

prophet

Ezekiel

has

been

telling

us

many

remarkable things which I shall not attempt to explain
to you; and my chief reason for not doing so is the fact
that I do not understand them.
And so we too must approach this great book with humility and the
realization that
now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face;
now I know in part, but then (we) shall know fully just
as (we) also have been fully known." (1Cor 13:12).
We must continually remain in total dependence upon the Spirit's teaching

(1Jn 2:27) for "we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit
who is from God, that we might know the things freely given to us by
God" (1Cor 2:12)
As New Testament saints we must remember that
these things (taught in the Old Testament, click verse
at end of this quote to read the immediate context)
happened as examples for us, that we should not
crave evil things, as they also craved." (1Cor 10:6)
Paul reiterates to the Corinthians and to us that
these things (click on the passage at the end of this
verse to read what "these things" refers to in context)
happened to them as an example (Gk = tupos =
English

"type"),

and

they

were

written

for

our

instruction (NIV = warnings, NKJV=admonition), upon
whom the ends of the ages have come." (1Cor 10:11)
The children of Israel and the facts of their history are types or examples
for believers today, because we will be conformed to them if we do not
exercise caution. Our doom will correspond to theirs. Therefore, the great
book of Ezekiel stands as a stern warning to all who would toy with the
"deceitfulness of sin" (see note Hebrews 3:13) (See Related Discussion:
The Deceitfulness of Sin) or would "love the world (and) the things in
the world." (1Jn 2:15). "Do not be deceived (GWT = make no mistake
about this, NLT = don't be misled), God is not mocked; for whatever a man
sows, this he will also reap." (Gal 6:7)
On the positive side Paul adds that
whatever was written in earlier times was written for
our instruction (NIV = to teach us), that through
perseverance

and

the

encouragement

of

the

Scriptures we might have hope." (see note Romans
15:4)
Indeed the message of Ezekiel begins with warnings of judgment but ends
with promises of hope and restoration. In the midst of wrath our loving
God always remembers mercy. Have you thanked Him for His undeserved
mercy lately?
Scoﬁeld divides Ezekiel into
seven

great

prophetic

strains

indicated

by

the

expression, "The hand of the Lord was upon me." (Ezek
1:3; 3:14,22; 8:1; 33:22; 37:1; Ezek 40:1)

It should be noted that the verse by verse notes on this website reﬂect a
literal, historical interpretation of Ezekiel's prophecy. Even well respected
sources like the New Bible Dictionary have statements like the following
Considerable controversy exists as to how Ezekiel’s
symbolic actions are to be interpreted. Some, e.g. A. B.
Davidson, Ezekiel (Cambridge Bible for Schools &
Colleges),

page

30),

and

J.

Skinner,

(Hastings

Dictionary of the Bible, page 817) have held they took
place purely in the prophet’s mind. More usual is the
conception that, though they were carried out, in our
understanding

of

them

we

must

allow

for

a

metaphorical element inconsistent with a purely literal
interpretation."
Although I think a literal interpretation is the correct approach to
interpretation of Ezekiel, clearly some passages are diﬃcult to interpret.
Where the plain sense makes good sense, we should not attempt to make
any other sense or it potentially will be "nonsense".
Ezekiel 1:2 (On the ﬁfth of the month in the ﬁfth year of King Jehoiachin's exile,
(NASB: Lockman)
THE FIFTH YEAR OF KING JEHOIACHIN'S EXILE: (Ezek 8:1; 20:1; 29:1 29:17; 31:1;
40:1; 2 Ki 24:12-15)
Timeline of
The Last Five Kings of Judah
640

630

620

610

600

590

Kings of Judah
(2) Jehoahaz - 3 (4)Jehoiachin -mo 609bc

(1) Josiah
640-609bc

^
^
^

(3)
Jehoiakim
609598bc

^
^

3 mo 598bc

(5)
Zedekiah

^

598586bc

Kings of Babylon
Nabopolassar Nebuchadnezzar
626-606bc

605-526bc

Ezekiel was the ﬁrst prophet to date his messages chronologically.

580

570

Expositor's Bible Commentary notes that Ezekiel is
developed logically (and) ...chronologically. The pivotal point
historically and chronologically is the Fall of Jerusalem in 5he Fall of
Jerusalem, preparing the exiles for the judgment that was to come on
Jerusalem. On86 B.C. The messages contained in chapters 1-24 are
all dated prior to tce that judgment had come, as described in
chapter 24, Ezekiel turned his attention to judgment on the nations.
These messages (chs. 25-33) were given during and following the
siege of Jerusalem, in 586-585 B.C. One exception is the message in
29:17-30:19, included in this chronological section because of its
logical relationship to the judgment on the foreign nations. Then
33:21-39:29 was delivered on the night before the fugitive arrived in
Babylon to tell the exiles that Jerusalem had fallen (Dec./Jan.
586/585 B.C.). These messages encouraged the exiles when that
news came. Fourteen years later, the ﬁnal section of the prophecy in
chapters 40-48 was delivered, culminating the logical development
of the book." (Bolding added) (Gaebelein, F, Editor: Expositor's Bible
Commentary OT 7 Volume Set: Books: Zondervan Publishing)
In 597BC Nebuchadnezzar (see Timeline of Last Five Kings of Judah above)
led Jehoiachin away into exile to Babylon; also the king's mother and
the king's wives and his oﬃcials and the leading men of the land, he
led away into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon." (2 Ki 24:15)
Therefore Ezekiel's reference would be 593BC, the date of the beginning of Ezekiel's
prophecy. The last date that he mentions in the book are the “ twenty-seventh year”
(Ezek 29:17) undoubtedly referring to the length of captivity”. Ezekiel thus prophesied
almost 22 years among the captives or until about 571-2 BC. For the ﬁrst 7 years he
prophesied coming judgment and the last 15 years he foretold of God's promise of the
blessed hope of a literal national restoration of Israel and Judah.
Jehoiachin means "Yahweh will uphold" and his name can be confusing to trace in
Scripture because he is also called also "Jeconiah" (1Chr 3:16 Jer 24:1) meaning "Yahweh
will be steadfast," and "Coniah" (Jer 22:24,28) meaning "Yahweh has upheld him".
Jehoiachin was the next to last king of Judah (Zedekiah being the last) having succeeded
his father Jehoiakim. Jehoiachin reigned only three months before surrendering to
Nebuchadnezzar and being carried oﬀ to Babylonian exile. The story of Jehoiachin's reign
is told in 2 Ki 24:8-16 and 2Chr 36:9-10. In the ﬁrst year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar's
successor, a strange thing occurred. Scripture records that
it came about in the thirty-seventh year of the exile of Jehoiachin king
of Judah, in the twelfth month, on the twenty-seventh day of the
month, that Evil-merodach king of Babylon, in the year that he
became king, released Jehoiachin king of Judah from prison and he
spoke kindly to him and set his throne above the throne of the kings

who were with him in Babylon. And Jehoiachin changed his prison
clothes, and had his meals in the king's presence regularly all the days
of his life and for his allowance, a regular allowance was given him by
the king, a portion for each day, all the days of his life." (2 Ki 25:27-30;
cf Jer 52:31-34).
Babylonian ration lists include mention of quantities of oil being
supplied to the “king of Judah” along with other high-ranking
prisoners of war and dependents of the royal household. Eventually, in
561BC, during the reign of Nebuchadnezzar’s successor, Amel-Marduk
(the

biblical

Evil-Merodach), Jehoiachin

was

freed

from

his

imprisonment (probably house arrest) and allowed the freedom of the
king’s court. He died in exile, bringing an oﬃcial end to the Judean
monarchy." (The IVP Bible background commentary: Old Testament.
Downers Grove, IL: IVP)

The Fourteen Speciﬁc Dates in Ezekiel
Verse

Year

Month

Day

Ezek 1:1-2

30/5

4

5

Ezek 3:16

[5]*

[4]*

[12]*

Ezek 8:1

6

6

5

Visions of Temple (spans chap 8-11)

Ezek 20:1

7

5

10

Historical discourse

Ezek 24:1

9

10

10

Ezek 26:1

11

Ezek 29:1

10

10

Ezek 29:17

27

1

Ezek 30:20

11

1

7

Judgment against Pharaoh

Ezek 31:1

11

3

1

Judgment against Pharaoh

Ezek 32:1

12

12

1

Lament over Pharaoh

Ezek 32:17

12

15

Lament over Egypt

Ezek 33:21

12

5

Jerusalem fallen

Ezek 40:1

25**

10

Vision of the Millennial Temple

10
"beginning
of year"

Event
Vision of throne chariot/Glory of the
Lord
Called to be Watchman @ end of 7
days

Day of Babylonian Siege of
Jerusalem

1

Judgment against Tyre

12

Judgment against Pharaoh
Judgment against Egypt

* [ ] Information is implied
** "the fourteenth year after the city was taken"

Ezekiel 1:3 the word of the LORD came expressly to Ezekiel the priest, son
of Buzi, in the land of the Chaldeans by the river Chebar; and there the
hand of the LORD came upon him.) (NASB: Lockman)
GWT: the LORD spoke his word to the priest Ezekiel, son of Buzi, in Babylon by the
Chebar River. The power of the LORD came over Ezekiel.
THE WORD OF THE LORD CAME EXPRESSLY TO EZEKIEL THE PRIEST SON OF
BUZI THE LAND OF THE CHALDEANS: (Jer 1:2 1:4; Hos 1:1; Joel 1:1; 1Ti 4:1)
Families had been torn apart, and Jerusalem lay hundreds of miles away. God’s people
remained rebellious and hard-hearted. These “extraordinary times called for an
extraordinary man”, speciﬁcally for God's man named Ezekiel (Yechezqe'l from chazaq
= strengthen, harden + 'el = God) which means "May God strengthen" (a prayer) or "God
will strengthen" ("God strengthens"). (a statement of fact). Ezekiel's name is found only
here, in Ez 24:24 and in 1Chr 24:16 where it is translated "Jechezkel" the name of the
head of one of the priestly orders. Ezekiel’s name is exactly the same as Hezekiah’s,
except that God’s name in “Ezekiel” is -el, while in “Hezekiah” it ends in iah, the
abbreviation of Yahweh or Jehovah and thus means "Jehovah is my strength".
Ezekiel was married to a woman who was “ the desire" (precious & valued) of his eyes
(24:16) this Hebrew phrase being more literally the " treasure of the eye" with a focus
on the loveliness and desirability his spouse. Husbands, is your spouse the "treasure of

your eye"?. It follows that one of the saddest personal events was the death of his
beloved.
The priest became a prophet. Other prophets with a priestly background include Samuel
(1Sa 7:9 ; 11:14 ; 16:2), Jeremiah (Jer 1:1) and Zechariah (Zech 1:7 ; Neh 12:4 , 16). As a
priest Ezekiel would have been well acquainted with the Mosaic covenant and the priestly
functions of the temple, various aspects of which permeate his messages of both
judgment and restoration. Ezekiel was able to describe clearly the glory of God in the
temple and the temple functions. He also was prepared to evaluate accurately the
rebellion of his people against the explicit commands of the law, which was the basis for
the Lord's judgments that Ezekiel announced. Finally, this priestly background enabled
Ezekiel to understand the temple vision concluding the prophecy.
Concerning son of Buzi nothing else is known of his father Buzi though as Ezekiel's
father he would also have been a priest. The Jewish tradition that Buzi was Jeremiah must
be ﬁrmly rejected, being based on an unwarranted supposition and fanciful etymology.
Land of the Chaldeans is simply another name for Babylon. " Chaldeans" were an
Aramaic people group who won their independence from the Assyrians in 625 BC.
Chaldeans were so called until the time of Judea's exile to Babylon ( 2Ki 25; Isa 13:19;
23:13), when, especially in the Book of Daniel ( Da 5:30; 9:1), the name began to be used
with special reference to a class of learned men ranked with the magicians and
astronomers.
Illustration of the Call of God - Alexander MacKay was a Scottish missionary pioneer

to Uganda, the story of whose ministry is almost unbelievable. How did God call him to be
a missionary? Perhaps you recall the story of David Livingstone’s disappearance from
view into the heart of deepest Africa. At length, a British newspaper sent reporter Henry
Stanley to locate him him, and upon ﬁnding him, Stanley uttered those famous words,
“Dr. Livingstone, I presume?” Well, Stanley was so moved by his time with Livingstone
that he himself later became a missionary, and he went to the heart of Africa, to Uganda.
There, on April 12, 1875, Henry Stanley wrote a letter appealing for workers to come and
evangelize the region. He gave the letter to a Frenchman, Colonel Linant de Ballefonds,
who then left by caravan for the coast. But de Ballefonds was suddenly attacked by a
savage tribe. He was killed and his body was left unburied on the sand where it was
discovered by some English soldiers who happened to be passing that way. The soldiers
buried the French Colonel, but before doing so they pulled oﬀ his boots. In one of them
was Stanley’s letter, stained with the dead man’s blood. They sent the letter to the
English General in Egypt who sent it to a newspaper in London. In December of that year,
1875, as Alexander MacKay read Stanley’s letter in the newspaper, God spoke to him and
called him to be a missionary to Uganda. (See full message by Pastor Robert Morgan Don't Hang Up)
THE HAND OF THE LORD CAME UPON HIM: (7 uses of hand of the LORD in Ezek, 2 Ki
3:15)
There he felt the power of the Lord." (ICB)
I felt the hand of the LORD take hold of me (NLT)
There he felt the power of the LORD" (NCV)
and I felt his power (TEV)
Hand of the LORD in the Old Testament often refers to "power" ( Click and study in
context the 37 uses of this exact phrase in NASB). When the hand of God came upon
Elijah he received supernatural strength and direction (1Ki 18:46).
Hand of the LORD is found 7 times in Ezekiel (Click here to study these 7 uses). As the
LORD had prepared Isaiah (Is 6:5ﬀ) and Jeremiah (Jer 1:4-19), here we see the Lord
preparing Ezekiel by giving him revelation and strength for the unpopular task of
speaking righteous judgment as God's mouthpiece. He was not acting on his own
initiative but was the human agent constrained and compelled by God to prophesy
according to His will. For the hand of the Lord to come on the prophet is to assure him of
the Lord’s aﬃrmation and enablement. We can be conﬁdent that God's call always
includes God's enablement.
You may be wondering how are these Old Testament visions of God of any practical
application to New Testament believers? One of the most basic weaknesses of the church
today is lack of emphasis on God's nature and ways as richly revealed in the Old
Testament.
J. I. Packer, in the preface of Knowing God writes

that ignorance of God...both of His ways and of the practice of
communion with Him – lies at the root of much of the church’s
weakness today...The modern way with God is to set Him at distance,
if not to deny Him altogether; and the irony is that modern Christians,
preoccupied with maintaining religious practices in an irreligious
world, have allowed God to become remote...We must seek, in
studying God, to be led to God. It was for this purpose that revelation
was given, and it is to this use that we must put it.
Ezekiel begins with one of the most incredible revelations of the glory of God in the Old
Testament. You cannot walk away from this chapter without a sense of awe and wonder at
the majesty and mystery of the Almighty. If you don't believe me, just close your door,
close your eyes, and click here to listen to Max MacLean's dramatic reading of Ezekiel 1.
Ezekiel's repetition (some 70 times) of the phrase you shall know that I am the Lord
indicates that knowing God is a basic goal of his prophecy. As God says in Jeremiah
Let not a wise man boast of his wisdom, and let not the mighty man
boast of his might, let not a rich man boast of his riches but let him
who boasts boast of this, that he understands and knows Me, that I
am

the

LORD

Who

exercises

lovingkindness,

justice,

and

righteousness on earth; for I delight in these things.... (Jer 9:23 24)
Speaking of Israel, Jehovah says
Sons I have reared and brought up, but they have revolted against Me.
An ox knows its owner, and a donkey its master's manger, but Israel
does not know, My people do not understand. (Isa 1:2 1:3)
A serious study of Ezekiel is the perfect antidote to counter this dearth of knowledge and
understanding of the character and ways of God which plagues much of modern-day
Christendom.
A. W. Tozer writes that
The church has surrendered her once lofty concept of God and has
substituted it for one so low, so ignoble as to be utterly unworthy of
thinking, worshipping men. This she has done not deliberately, but
little by little and without her knowledge; and her very unawareness
only makes her situation all the more tragic. The low view of God
entertained almost universally among Christians is the cause of a
hundred lesser evils everywhere among us. A whole new philosophy
of the Christian life has resulted from this one basic error in our
religious thinking. With our losses of the sense of majesty has come
the further loss of religious awe and consciousness of the divine
Presence. We have lost our spirit of worship and our ability to
withdraw inwardly to meet God in adoring silence. Modern Christianity
is simply not producing the kind of Christian who can appreciate or

experience the life in the Spirit. The words, “Be still, and know that I
am God,” mean next to nothing to the self-conﬁdent, bustling
worshiper in this middle period of the twentieth century. This loss of
the concept of majesty has come just when the forces of religion are
making dramatic gains and the churches are more prosperous than at
any time within the past several hundred years. But the alarming thing
is that our gains are mostly external and our losses wholly internal;
and since it is the quality of our religion that is aﬀected by internal
conditions, it may be that our supposed gains are but losses spread
over a wider ﬁeld. The only way to recoup our spiritual losses is to go
back to the cause of them and make such corrections as the truth
warrants. The decline of the knowledge of the Holy has brought on our
troubles. A rediscovery of the majesty of God will go a long way
toward curing them. It is impossible to keep our moral practices sound
and our inward attitudes right while our idea of God is erroneous or
inadequate. If we would bring back spiritual power to our lives, we
must begin to think of God more nearly as He is.
Take time to grow in awe of Ezekiel's God studying this book not as an
academic exercise to know Him intellectually but to know Him intimately.
Ezekiel's prophecy will counter a low view of God and replace it with a
revelation of the truth that our God is an awesome God.
Additional observations adapted from The Biblical Illustrator: God is not tied to a place,
even His holy temple in Jerusalem. He can be in a dungeon, a prison, a Babylon, etc. No
place is so wicked that God cannot raise up instruments to do His service. The godly are
wrapped up in the same calamity with the wicked.

Ezekiel 1:4 As I looked, behold, a storm wind was coming from the north, a
great cloud with ﬁre ﬂashing forth continually and a bright light around it, and
in

its midst something like glowing metal in the midst of the ﬁre. (NASB:

Lockman)
Keil & Delitzch: And I saw, and, lo, a tempestuous wind came from the north, a great
cloud, and a ﬁre rolled together like a ball, and the brightness of light round about it, and
out of its midst, as the appearance of glowing metal from the midst of the ﬁre
NLT: As I looked, I saw a great storm coming toward me from the north, driving before it a
huge cloud that ﬂashed with lightning and shone with brilliant light. The ﬁre inside the
cloud glowed like gleaming amber. (NLT - Tyndale House)
NIV: I looked, and I saw a windstorm coming out of the north--an immense cloud with
ﬂashing lightning and surrounded by brilliant light. The center of the ﬁre looked like
glowing metal, (NIV - IBS)

Young's Literal: And I look, and lo, a tempestuous wind is coming from the north, a
great cloud and ﬁre catching itself, and brightness to it round about and out of its midst
as the colour of copper, out of the midst of the ﬁre.
AS I LOOKED BEHOLD A STORM WIND WAS COMING FROM THE NORTH: (Isa 21:1;
Jer 25:32; Hab 1:8 1:9)
As I looked introduces the ﬁrst part of the vision: storm and living creatures (v4-14). The
"I looked" of v15 introduces the second part describing wheels and the glory of the Lord.
A storm wind -- Jeremiah uses a similar phrase ﬁguratively describing the LORD's wrath
writing
Behold, the storm of the LORD has gone forth in wrath, even a
whirling tempest. It will swirl down on the head of the wicked." (Jer
23:19)
The exact meaning of from the North is uncertain but Ezekiel's contemporary Jeremiah
makes several references to the north prophesying that
the word of the LORD came to me a second time saying, "What do you
see?" And I said, "I see a boiling pot, facing away from the north."
Then the LORD said to me, "Out of the north the evil will break forth
on all the inhabitants of the land. (Jer 1:13 14)...
Lift up a standard toward Zion! Seek refuge, do not stand still, for I am
bringing evil from the north, and great destruction. (Jer 4:6)
Later Jeremiah says that
evil looks down from the north, and a great destruction. (Jer 6:1)
Clearly in Jeremiah's allusions to the north, he was referring to Babylon’s army, which
would invade from that direction.
Craigie writes that
The vision begins in physical reality, and then transcends the
immediate environment. Ezekiel sees a storm coming towards him
from the north, accompanied by clouds and ﬂashes of lightning. But
as he watches the approaching storm clouds, it is as if they are the
curtains on a stage, suddenly drawn back to reveal a heavenly scene,
beyond the immediate curtain of earthly reality." (Ezekiel. The Daily
study Bible series Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press)
As you read Ezekiel's description, consider sketching out what he sees, paying
appropriate attention to the details, so that you have an accurate, albeit not necessarily
artistic rendering. You will ﬁnd that a picture is indeed worth a thousand words. You will
not necessarily completely understand Ezekiel's portrayal, but by drawing it out you will
become more involved with the author, who clearly also had diﬃculty describing in

human terms what was gloriously divine.
Liberal scholars have branded Ezekiel as ecstatic, visionary, neurotic, someone who
periodically practiced acts of levitation, and the one who was psychotic and
schizophrenic. However, no other prophet in the Bible is so creative in his presentation
and forceful in his message as the prophet Ezekiel.

EZEKIEL'S VISIONS
1

Ezek 1:3-28

Vision of the Glory of the LORD

2

Ezek 2:9-33

Vision of the Scroll in a "Hand"

3

Ezek 3:22-23

4

Vision of the Glory of the LORD on the Plain

Visions of Jerusalem

4a

Ezek 8:1-18

Deﬁlement of the Holy Temple

4b

Ezek 9:1-11

Destruction of the inhabitants of Jerusalem

4c

Ezek 10:1-22

Destruction of Jerusalem and the temple

4d

Ezek 11:1-25

Departure of God's glory prior to destruction

5

Ezek 37:1-10

Vision of Dry Bones

6

Ezek 40-48:35

Vision of New Temple, New Worship, Restored Land

A GREAT CLOUD WITH FIRE FLASHING FORTH CONTINUALLY: (cloud Ezek 10:2 10:3
10:4; 2Ch 5:13 5:14; 7:1 7:2 7:3; Ps 18:11; 18:12 18:13 50:3; 104:3 104:4; Nah 1:3; 1:4
1:5 1:6 Hab 3:3 3:4 3:5)
Ezekiel's vision of a great cloud should be interpreted in light of the context that of the
Palestinian climate in the summer (remember Ezekiel receives this vision in late July) for
there is hardly a cloud in the sky from early May to the late September. During this
season clouds so seldom appear as to seem phenomenal when they do appear. Not only
that but this wasn't just any cloud but had "ﬁre ﬂashing continually." For just a moment,
close your eyes and imagine the scene. Picture ﬁre ﬂashing forth from the ﬁery cloud.
How would you react?

Moses describes a similar scene preparatory to the giving of the Law at Mt Sinai recording
that
on the third day, when it was morning, that there were thunder and
lightning ﬂashes and a thick cloud upon the mountain and a very
loud trumpet sound, so that all the people who were in the camp
trembled. And Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet
God, and they stood at the foot of the mountain. Now Mount Sinai was
all in smoke because the LORD descended upon it in ﬁre; and its
smoke ascended like the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mountain
quaked violently." (Ex 19:16 17 18 cf Dt 4:11 12)
Ezekiel's vision is also reminiscent of Moses description in Exodus, writing that
the glory of the LORD rested on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered
it for six days; and on the seventh day He called to Moses from the
midst of the cloud. And to the eyes of the sons of Israel the
appearance of the glory of the LORD was like a consuming ﬁre on
the mountain top. And Moses entered the midst of the cloud as he
went up to the mountain; and Moses was on the mountain forty days
and forty nights." (Ex 24:16 17 18)
Solomon speaking of God's glory ﬁlling the newly dedicated Temple reminded the people
that
Jehovah has said that He would dwell in the thick cloud" (2Chr 6:1)
Solomon is clearly alluding to the "Shekinah" glory of Jehovah resting between the
cherubim over the mercy seat of the Ark in the Temple in Jerusalem even as Ezekiel was
receiving this vision. (Click Glory of the LORD)
The description of Jehovah in Psalm 97:1 parallels Ezekiel's description in this chapter, the
psalmist recording that
The LORD reigns. Let the earth rejoice. Let the many islands be glad.
Clouds and thick darkness surround Him. Righteousness and justice
are the foundation of His throne. Fire goes before Him, and burns up
His adversaries round about." (Ps 97:1 97:2 97:3)
Ps 104 says Jehovah "makes the clouds His chariot. He walks upon
the wings of the wind." (Ps 104:3)
Isaiah says
the LORD is riding on a swift cloud and is about to come to Egypt...
(Isa 19:1)
Nahum describing Jehovah says
In whirlwind and storm is His way, and clouds are the dust beneath

His feet (Nah 1:3)
The writer of Hebrews exhorts us to
oﬀer to God an acceptable service with reverence and awe for our God
is a consuming ﬁre." (see notes Hebrews 12:28; 29)
Ezekiel's description is a theophany.
Nelson's New Illustrated Bible Dictionary deﬁnes a theophany is
any direct, visual manifestation of the presence of God. The key word
is visual, since God makes His presence and power known throughout
the Bible in a variety of ways. But even in a theophany a person does
not actually see God Himself...What a person sees are the eﬀects of
God’s unmediated presence. Theophanies proper are limited to the
Old Testament. They are most common in the books of Genesis and
Exodus; but they also occur in the writings of the prophets, especially
in connection with the calling of a prophet. The most frequent visible
manifestation of God’s presence in the Old Testament is the “Angel of
the Lord.” (See notes on Angel of Jehovah). Other theophanies are
the burning bush (Ex 3:1–6), the pillar of cloud and the pillar of ﬁre ( Ex
13:21–22), the cloud and ﬁre of Sinai ( Ex 24:16–18), and the cloud of
the glory of the Lord (Ex 40:34–38).The Shekinah glory that dwelt in
the Holy of Holies in the tabernacle and the Temple may also be
thought of as a specialized, permanent theophany. Theophanies are
never given for their own sake, to satisfy a curiosity about God, but to
convey some revelation or truth about Him." (Youngblood, R. F., Bruce,
F. F., Harrison, R. K., & Thomas Nelson Publishers. Nelson's New
Illustrated Bible Dictionary)
A study of OT theophanies reveals that God’s person is never actually described in great
detail, and that there is often a great sense of dread on the part of the human involved. A
proper reverential fear and awe is generated by the power evidenced in God’s “glory”. It
is notable that every major prophet experienced a theophany which marked the
beginning of their ministry (Isaiah’s 6, Jeremiah 1). And so Ezekiel received God's call in
the context of clear evidence that the God of Israel was still in control.
SOMETHING LIKE GLOWING METAL IN THE MIDST OF THE FIRE:
Glowing metal (see Ezek 1:27; 8:2; 10:8 10:9) is the Hebrew word translated in the
Septuagint by the Greek term ēlektron and electrum by the Latin Vulgate. In the
Revelation John describes the Jesus'
feet...like burnished bronze, when it has been caused to glow in a
furnace...." (see note Revelation 1:15)
Wind … bright light … ﬁre were all natural phenomena that had in times past been
associated with divine revelation (Ex 14:24; Dt 4:24; 1Ki 19:1ﬀ; Ps 104:1ﬀ; Isa 10:17; Nah

1:3). The association of these now with the vision of the glory of the LORD would keep
Ezekiel from doubting God's power in comparison to the Babylonian myths of Marduk, the
lord of the storm and Shamash, the god of light.
Note that Ezekiel uses words such as like, likeness, appearance 27 times in this
chapter, emphasizing that he had some diﬃculty in describing the supernatural vision in
terms understandable to natural man. These terms of comparison are especially
concentrated in the last few verses of this chapter. A vision of God's glory is too
magniﬁcent for human words. This is the God we should all desire to come to know...the
omnipotent, transcendent, inﬁnite, holy and just God. This chapter pictures a God Who on
one hand is incomprehensible. Man cannot plumb the depths or limits of God. In Job we
encounter a question we can all relate to -Can you discover the depths of God? Can you discover the limits of
the Almighty? (Job 11:7)
Behold, these (mind stretching pictures in Ezekiel 1) are the fringes of His ways; and
how faint a word we hear of Him! But His mighty thunder, who can understand?" (Job
26:14) (click note on incomprehensible one of the attributes of God)
I agree with Herb Vander Lugt, RBC Senior Research Editor who writes that
A well-known businessman recently said that in spite of all his wealth
and fame he is a troubled man. He worries about the future of our
planet. He fears a nuclear holocaust, a disaster caused by pollution, or
a plague that is resistant to all known medicine. I do not share his fear
that all life will end through a natural catastrophe. I believe the Bible
when it says that an unseen God is in control and that the future will
play out according to the predictions of the prophets of the nation of
Israel. Ezekiel is one of those prophets who speaks strangely but
eloquently to the fears and hopes that mark our day. His words are
both timely and insightful for our generation.
As an aside if you are not familiar with God's sovereign dealings the modern Israel, let me
recommend a secular production which chronicles the incredible events over about the
past 100 years. The name of this thoroughly engrossing 6 hour video series which is now
available on DVD is "Israel: A Nation Is Born With Abba Eban, A Personal Witness". I
assure you that if you watch this video, you will not fail to see the glory of God acting
sovereignly in human history to fulﬁll His covenant promises to Abraham (Ge 12:1 12:2
12:3 12:4) and Ezekiel's prophecies of restoration and reunion of Judah and Israel in the
last 24 chapters. (Also highly recommended Heritage: Civilization and the Jews )
In my opinion Ezekiel was perfectly sane in recording this incredible revelation and the
excerpt below is included not to denigrate or disparage the integrity of this wonderful
plenary inspired, God glorifying, inerrant prophecy but to illustrate why some scholars
have diﬃculty accepting and interpreting the prophecy of Ezekiel.
Anyone reading the book cannot but be impressed with the power and

intensity of the prophet’s experience. By modern Western standards
the prophet’s behavior is often judged as pathological. He lies
motionless for protracted periods (Ezek. 4:4-7), is dumb, or mute
(Ezek 3:24-27; 24:25-27; 33:22), does not mourn at the death of his
wife (Ezek 24:15-27), has visionary transports (Ezek 8:1-4), reports
extraordinary stories and visions (Ezek 1-3; 8-11; 15-18; 21; 23-24;
37-48), and engages in almost bizarre conduct (Ezek 4:12; 5:1-4; 12:35). Psychoanalysis is diﬃcult at best when dealing with a living patient
who is a product of one’s own culture, but this has not dissuaded
people from making a variety of eﬀorts to assign a clinical diagnosis
to Ezekiel’s behavior from a vantage culturally far removed and
twenty-ﬁve hundred years later. The common language of daily life
used by the prophet to describe his experiences in the book gives way
to the textbook vocabulary of psychoanalysts, and Ezekiel is identiﬁed
as psychic, schizophrenic, epileptic, catatonic, psychotic, or paranoid
or given other such labels, depending on the particular school of
psychoanalysis in vogue at the time. Perhaps the most notorious
example of this sort of approach to the prophet was the Freudian
analysis oﬀered by E. C. Broome (1946, 291-92), who concluded that
Ezekiel was “a true psychotic” characterized by “a narcissisticmasochistic conﬂict, with attendant phantasies of castration and
unconscious sexual regression,” “schizophrenic withdrawal,” and
“delusions of persecution and grandeur.” However, similar behavior to
that of Ezekiel is reported in other prophetic books (e.g., Jer 16:2;
27:2; 28:10; 32:8-15), but scholars have not felt compelled to regard
such behavior as symptomatic of mental pathology. The book of
Ezekiel is diﬀerent from other prophetic books primarily in the
frequency with which such actions are encountered. While modern
preachers tend to illustrate their sermons with stories, Israel’s
prophets more often used props and presented their sermons in
symbolic actions. Their behavior was the culturally expected and
symptomatic behavior of those possessed by God’s Spirit. The prophet
so identiﬁed with the fate of his people as vicariously to take their
suﬀering on himself and to dramatize their fate in his own agony.
Rather than ﬁnd his behavior peculiar or appalling, we ought to see in
it the depths of his commitment to God and to his people and to
appreciate the way in which the prophet was bearing the shame that
so often accompanied proclaiming God’s Word. Ezekiel became “a
prophetic symbol of his people even in his bodily life, as it were
submerged in their dying, overwhelmed by the destructive power of
the divine wrath which he himself proclaimed, anticipating the
punishment of his fellow countrymen by willingly bearing their guilt”
(Eichrodt 1970, 33). (Source: AN

INTRODUCTION

to

the

OLD

TESTAMENT by Raymond B. Dillard and Tremper Longman III.

Zondervan Publishing House)
Ezekiel 1:5 Within it there were ﬁgures resembling four living beings. And this
was their appearance: they had human form. (NASB: Lockman)
GWT: In the center of the cloud I saw what looked like four living creatures. They were
shaped like humans, (GWT)
NLT: From the center of the cloud came four living beings that looked human, ( NLT Tyndale House)
WITHIN IT THERE WERE FIGURES RESEMBLING FOUR LIVING BEINGS: (see notes
Revelation 4:6; Revelation 6:6) (See Torrey's Topic Cherubim or ISBE article on cherubim )
The well known Greek and Hebrew scholar W E Vine has an interesting discussion of
cherubim here).
The Hebrew word (demuwth) translated resembling in this verse is ﬁrst used in Ge 1:26
referring to man as being according to God’s “likeness.”
Demuwth occurs 9 times in the ﬁrst chapter of Ezekiel (1:5 [twice], 10, 13, 16, 22, 26
[twice], 28, Click all 12 uses in Ezekiel ).
Ezekiel 10:15 identiﬁes the 4 supernatural creatures as cherubim. Cherub (-im) is used
90 times in the OT with 22 of the uses in Ezekiel (Click these 22 occurrences).
The Bible Knowledge Commentary notes that cherubim
have special access to God (cf Ezek 28:14 28:16) and are bearers of
God’s throne-chariot. On the tabernacle’s ark of the covenant, gold
images of cherubim, with outstretched wings, guarded the mercy
seat where the glory of the Lord dwelt (Ex 25:18-20 ; Nu 7:89). God
was ”enthroned between the cherubim“ of the ark of the covenant ( 1
Sa 4:4; 2 Sa6:2 Ps 80:1; 99:1; 1Ki 8:6,7; 2Ch 5:7,8 ; 2 Ki 9:15). This
place where God was enthroned was called ”the chariot“ (1Chr
28:18). Since the earthly tabernacle and temple were a copy of the
heavenly reality (see note Hebrews 8:5), Ezekiel’s vision was of the
actual throne-chariot of God, borne by cherubim. (Walvoord, J. F.,
Zuck, R. B., et al: The Bible Knowledge Commentary. 1985. Victor or
Logos)
After the fall, the LORD God
stationed the cherubim, and the ﬂaming sword which turned every
direction, to guard the way to the tree of life." (Ge 3:24)
Their likeness was embroidered on the curtain of the tabernacle to guard the holy of
holies against unauthorized entry (Ex 26:1,31). Within the holy of holies their likeness was

placed atop the ark bearing the tablets of covenant (Ex 25:18-20). A pair of colossal
cherubim overshadowed the mercy seat in Solomon’s temple with the canopy of their
their wings...touching each other in the center of the house. ( 1 Ki
6:27)
Easton's Bible Dictionary says that the cherubim
on the ark are called the " cherubim of glory" (see note Hebrews 9:5),
i.e., of the Shekinah, or cloud of glory, (Click discussion of the glory of
the LORD), for on them the visible glory of God rested. They were
placed one at each end of the mercy-seat, with wings stretched
upward, and their faces "toward each other and toward the mercyseat.
There is a fascinating parallel between Easton's description of the position of the
cherubim and the Ark of the Covenant and their position beneath the expanse over which
Ezekiel saw the (Shekinah) glory of the LORD. (See also Overview: The Glory of the LORD )
Scoﬁeld adds that
the eﬀect (of this passage) was the revelation to the prophet of the
Shekinah glory of the Lord. Such revelations are connected invariably
with new blessing and service. Cf. ; Ex 3:2-10; Isa 6:1-10; Da 10:5-14;
Rev 1:12-19.
Ezekiel 1:6 Each of them had four faces and four wings. (NASB: Lockman)
NIV: but each of them had four faces and four wings. ( NIV - IBS)
EACH OF THEM HAD 4 FACES: (see other descriptions of them Ezekiel 1:10 15; 10:10
14 21 22)
Some of the early Church Fathers connected the four faces with the four Gospels, and
although I cannot totally discount that possibility, I think that manner of interpretation
leads to speculation which cannot be Scripturally veriﬁed. There are many aspects of this
vision which will and probably should remain a mystery until we see our LORD face to
face. And yet even then God will remain the inﬁnite, incomprehensible One.
Ezekiel describes the four living creatures in a later vision adding that
As for the likeness of their faces, they were the same faces whose
appearance I had seen by the river Chebar. Each one went straight
ahead. (Ezek 10:22)
AND 4 WINGS: (Ezek 1:8 1:9 1:10 1:11; 1Ki6:24-27)
In the description of the Ark Moses writes that
the cherubim shall have their wings spread upward, covering the
mercy seat with their wings and facing one another; the faces of the

cherubim are to be turned toward the mercy seat. (Ex 25:20)
Isaiah records that the related but apparently distinct
Seraphim stood above Him (Jehovah), each having six wings; with
two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with
two he ﬂew. (Isa 6:2)
In Revelation John describes
the four living creatures, each...having six wings..." like in Isaiah's
vision. (see note Revelation 4:8)
Ezekiel 1:7 Their legs were straight and their feet were like a calf's hoof *, and
they gleamed like burnished bronze. (NASB: Lockman)
NLT: Their legs were straight like human legs, but their feet were split like calves' feet and
shone like burnished bronze. (NLT - Tyndale House)
THEIR LEGS WERE STRAIGHT AND THEIR FEET WERE LIKE A CALF'S HOOF:
Feet...like a calf's hoof may picture stability and ﬁrm stance, but remember it is
important in studying visions not to get too "focused" on minutiae. Clearly even Ezekiel
had diﬃculty in describing what he saw, so it should not surprise us that we would have
diﬃculty in completely understanding what he meant by what he saw! The Septuagint
has a "curious" translation, recording that "their feet were winged"!
AND THEY GLEAMED LIKE BURNISHED: (Ezekiel 1:13; Ps 104:4; Da 10:6)
Like Burnished bronze is the same phrase John uses to describe the risen, gloriﬁed
Lord Jesus in the Revelation writing that
His feet were like burnished bronze, when it has been caused to glow
in a furnace... (see note Revelation 1:15)
Ezekiel 1:8 Under their wings on their four sides were human hands. As for the
faces and wings of the four of them (NASB: Lockman)
UNDER THEIR WINGS ON THEIR FOUR SIDES WERE HUMAN HANDS: (Ezekiel 8:3;
10:2 10:7 10:8 10:18 10:21 Isa 6:6)
In this verse and verse 9, Ezekiel explains how the four creatures functioned as a unit.
Ezekiel 1:9 their wings touched one another; their faces did not turn when they
moved, each went straight * * forward. (NASB: Lockman)
THEIR WINGS TOUCHED ONE ANOTHER: (1Co 1:10)
Touched one another is a description similar to that of the wings of the cherubim over
the ark in the Most Holy Place of the temple (2Chr 3:11 3:12). As described later (v11, 24)

two of the wings were always down and when the living moved, two were extended
upwards, so that their tips touched, and were in this sense "joined." When at rest, these
were let down again (v24). Since the creatures have a face looking in all four directions
whatever direction they move they’re headed forward.
THEIR FACES DID NOT TURN WHEN THEY MOVED: (Ezekiel 10:11 10:22; Pr 4:25-27
4:26 4:27; Lu 9:51 62)
Note the emphasis of the threefold repetition of this fact (v12, 17).
Ezekiel 1:10 As for the form of their faces, each had the face of a man; all four
had the face of a lion on the right and the face of a bull on the left, and all four
had the face of an eagle. (NASB: Lockman)
AS FOR THE FORM OF THEIR FACES: (Ezekiel 10:14)
In the Revelation John has a similar description of the 4 living creatures who were in the
center and all around God's throne
the ﬁrst creature was like a lion and the second creature like a calf,
and the third creature had a face like that of a man, and the fourth
creature was like a ﬂying eagle. And the four living creatures, each
one of them having six wings, are full of eyes around and within; and
day and night they do not cease to say, "HOLY, HOLY, HOLY, is THE
LORD GOD, THE ALMIGHTY, WHO WAS AND WHO IS AND WHO IS TO
COME." (see notes Revelation 4:7; 4:8)
Bible Knowledge Commentary adds that
Some interpreters feel that these represent intelligence (man), power
(lion), service (ox), and swiftness (eagle). However, it seems better to
see the faces as representing the highest forms of life in God’s created
realm. Man was mentioned ﬁrst because he was the acme of God’s
creative work. He was followed by the lion, ”king“ among wild beasts;
the ox, one of the strongest of domestic animals; and the eagle, the
”lord“ of the birds." (Walvoord, J. F., Zuck, R. B., et al: The Bible
Knowledge Commentary. 1985. Victor or Logos)
Ray Stedman writes that
We can't interpret all of this, because there is a mystery about the
person of God. But what Ezekiel sees is, generally speaking, the power
and the majesty of God. It is interesting that the four living creatures
setting forth the character of God are always described as having the
faces of a lion, a man, an ox, and an eagle. And throughout all of
history these things have symbolically represented certain qualities. A
lion is always a picture of sovereignty, of supremacy -- "the king of the
beasts." A man is the picture of intelligence, of understanding. An ox

is always the symbol of servitude, of sacriﬁce. And an eagle is the
symbol of power and deity, of soaring over all creation. Now the
signiﬁcant thing is that the four gospels present exactly these same
qualities in Jesus Christ. He appears ﬁrst in the Gospel of Matthew as
the king -- the lion, the king of beasts, the sovereign of all. He appears
in the Gospel of Mark as the servant, the ox. In the Gospel of Luke, he
is man in his intelligence, in his insight, in his understanding of life.
And in the Gospel of John he is deity. These four reﬂect the character
of Jesus Christ. Now, even though Ezekiel doesn't understand this,
even though he doesn't perceive the signiﬁcance of his vision; he saw
nonetheless the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. (2 Cor. 4:6)
That is because God reveals himself through Christ. Ezekiel saw as
clearly as he could the revelation of God in Jesus Christ. (see full
sermon Ezekiel: Wheel, Bones, and Restoration )
Ezekiel 1:11 Such were their faces. Their wings were spread out above *; each
had two touching another being, and two covering their bodies. (NASB: Lockman)
SUCH WERE THEIR FACES. THEIR WINGS WERE SPREAD OUT ABOVE: (10:16
10:19) (23)
Ezekiel 1:12 And each went straight * * forward; wherever * * the spirit was
about to go, they would go, without turning as they went. (NASB: Lockman)
AND EACH WENT STRAIGHT FORWARD: (Ezekiel 1:9, 17; 10:22)
WHEREVER THE SPIRIT WAS ABOUT TO GO THEY WOULD GO WITHOUT TURNING
AS THEY WENT: (Ezekiel 1:20 ,21; Heb1:14)
In a similar description Ezekiel records that
Wherever the spirit was about to go, they would go in that direction.
And the wheels rose close beside them; for the spirit of the living
beings was in the wheels." (Ezekiel 1:20)
They were directed in their motion by the spirit, probably God’s Spirit. The Pulpit
Commentary agrees, adding that
The description passes on to the originating force of the movement of
the mysterious forms. The Hebrew noun may mean "breath," "wind,"
or "spirit," the meanings often overlapping one another. Here the
higher meaning is probably the true one. The "Spirit" is the Divine
Source of life in all its forms, especially in its highest form, moral,
intellectual, spiritual. It is this which gave unity and harmony to the
movements of the "living creatures," as it gives a life, harmony, and
unity to all the manifold manifestations of the might of God of which
they were the symbols."

Ezekiel 1:13 In the midst of the living beings there was something that looked
like burning coals of ﬁre, like torches darting back and forth among the living
beings. The ﬁre was bright, and lightning was ﬂashing from the ﬁre. (NASB:
Lockman)
GWT: Among the creatures there was something that looked like a blazing torch,
constantly moving. The ﬁre would blaze up and shoot out ﬂashes of lightning.
NIV: The appearance of the living creatures was like burning coals of ﬁre or like torches.
Fire moved back and forth among the creatures; it was bright, and lightning ﬂashed out
of it.
NLT: The living beings looked like bright coals of ﬁre or brilliant torches, and it looked as
though lightning was ﬂashing back and forth among them.
Burning coals of ﬁre are an element of other visions of God (cf 2Sa 22:9, 13; Ps 18:8).
Note however that Ezekiel does not say that these were literal burning coals but that
there was something that looked like burning coals. So again one must be careful in trying
to interpret too much into this aspect of his vision. From other Scripture, we know that
burning coals from the altar brought cleansing to Isaiah in ( Isa 6:6–7), and that burning
coals upon the altar were used to burn the sacriﬁces which atoned for sins. But in the
present context (especially the subsequent chapters), since Judah stubbornly refused to
repent and be cleansed and healed, it is reasonable to suggest that something like
burning coals presages judgment.
Ezekiel 1:14 And the living beings ran to and fro like bolts of lightning. (NASB:
Lockman)
(Ps 147:15; Da 9:21; Zec 2:3 2:4; 4:10; Mt 24:27 24:31; Mk 13:27)

