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Pillar 1 — God’s Pattern for Ministry
1Corinthians 12:4-7

Lord, in my weakness will you be my strength. Will you speak to us? Let this series not just be for information, but for transformation.
May we understand, Father, that ministry is not what we do for you, but what you do in and through us. We love you and praise you
in Jesus name. Amen.

Turn with me, if you will, to 1Cor 12:4-7. We're going to be talking today about God’s Pattern for Ministry. | guarantee you that there
is not a single person in here today who is a believer who doesn’'t want to be usable to God. | promise you that. You may not be
walking after the Spirit right now, in the Spirit; you may be walking after the flesh. But in your heart of hearts, the heart that God gave
you in Christ Jesus, that participation in the divine nature causes us to want to be usable to God, to be about the desires of God. But
here is the question: “How? How do | go about it? What is the ministry all about?” Well, today we begin a seven part series on what
we call the “Seven Pillars of Ministry.” Let me help you see if you can understand that.

The word “pillar” is something that holds something else up. Something rests upon these seven pillars. So therefore, we have to
know what these pillars are, if something rests upon them. Everything that we will do, when it comes to ministry, missions, whatever,
are going to rest on these seven pillars. | hope it is not just a concept of where the church is going. My prayer is that each of us will
understand that anything God does in and through us rests right here on these seven pillars that we are going to be looking at.
These seven pillars define our philosophy of ministry.

Now | hope that you understand there are at least two philosophies of ministry very apparent today. One is that philosophy that says,
“We will do all we can do for Jesus until He comes back and we will ask Him to bless the process.” That's one of the philosophies.
How many of you, besides me, grew up on that philosophy? | grew up that way. “But if it is up to you, son, if you don’t do it, it will
never get done.” As if God is somehow shackled by my unwillingness to obey. The old hymn—and | have to apologize even before |
say it because it probably wasn’t written to irritate me. It is just my flesh that gets irritated with it. Got irritated with it when [ first heard
it and been irritated with it ever since—that old song that says, “We’ll work till Jesus comes; we’ll work till Jesus comes” | got so tired
of that song; no joy, just get out there. And you better work, because in heaven you'll find your joy one day. As if salvation is getting
us into heaven. Salvation is far more than that. Salvation is getting heaven into us, and being able to participate in the divine working
of what God is already doing.

But there is another philosophy; that’'s where we are going to rest. That philosophy flows out of the understanding of living grace.
And that living grace, again, you should know it by now, “Let Jesus be Jesus in me, no longer me but thee; resurrection power, fill me
this hour, Jesus be Jesus in me.” The philosophy, which says, “l can’t do anything for Him, other than surrender to Him and let Him
do, what only He can do through my life.” In other words, | get to join what He is already doing.

That's where we are headed with these seven pillars as a church. This last philosophy of ministry is where we will be as a church.
We, as elders and staff, are committed to lead the church to have an intimate relationship with Christ so that we might be the
conduits through whom the life and work of Christ might flow. We will focus much more on intimacy with Him than we will be focusing
on doing for Him. And sometimes you may think that is an imbalance; if | am imbalanced anywhere, it will be right here. Because if |
have to err, | am not going to err on the side of “do, do, do” | will err on the side of “become —be what God wants you to be.” If



becoming is what God says it truly should be, then the doing will take care of itself.

That is what the book of James is all about. If faith is real, then it will produce the works that it seeks to produce. We will seek to
daily surrender to Him and to His word, knowing that it is only when we are saying “yes” to Him, yielded to Him that we can
participate in that which He is doing already on this earth. We will discover in this series in God’s word that all ministry, no matter
what facet we are talking about, is not achieved for God, but scripturally it is received from God.

Now let me get to the message today, and I'll show you that. In fact this is the passage that nails it as clearly as any passage that
we’ll look at. In our message today, we have to remember that when you think of ministry you have to think of three things:

= The gift, or the ability and motivation to do whatever it is that needs to be done.
= The ministry itself, the actual taking part in that which is going on. That is the second part of it, the ministry.
= The eternal effect that has on the people that are recipients of that ministry.

That is what we want to look at in 1 Corinthians 12, because Paul deals with this. Does it come from man? Does man come up with
it? Does man come up with the ability to do? Does man come up with the ministry? Does man come up with the effect? In many
people’s thinking, they do. Man does. But we are going to see that man doesn’t; God is the one who originates the gift; He originates
the ministry; and God is the one who originates the effect. We will see this, without question, in our passage today. True ministry is a
supernatural activity, not just something that you can do, grit your teeth and bear it, is a supernatural activity. When it originates from
God, and a believer, the results will be eternal. They will be felt for all of eternity. Only God can burden a person’s heart to minister
to somebody else to do good for that person without any thought of credit, of any appreciation from people, applause of men. Only
God can cause this to happen.

So our first text is 1 Corinthians 12:4—7. | have to do this because any text without a context is a pretext. You never want to get into
a text, unless you wrap it around where it comes from so that you know you are hearing from God’s word. In 1 Corinthians 3, Paul
calls them ‘babies.’

| shared with the group last night, | used to have a little barrel, actually a clear container, of pacifiers. | bought them at Sam’s; they
were adult pacifiers. | kept them in the pulpit. When people would come up and just “yak, yak, yak,” | would just say, “Would you take
this and go over and suck on it for a while. When you come out of the nursery will you talk to me?”

Well, the church at Corinth had never come out of the nursery. This is their problem; the indictment of 1Cor 3:1-3. In 1Cor 5, to show
you the results of that kind of thing, there was a man who was sleeping with his father’s wife, which was probably his stepmother,
committing adultery and incest in the same act, and nobody would deal with it as a church. They just let it go, they did not want their
reputation to be harmed, by knowing that someone in their midst was doing it.

In 1Cor 6 they were suing each other over money. At a drop of a hat. Can you imagine two believers suing each other over money,
when we are going to walk on streets of gold? That really got Paul's attention. He wrote the sixth chapter to address that. In the
seventh chapter, they thought physical intimacy in marriage was sinful. This was how far off center they had gotten. Paul sort of
says, “good grief, people!” It took him a whole chapter to work the family out there in chapter seven.

In 1Cor 8-10, they were eating meat sacrificed to idols, and they were using their liberty in Christ to walk all over their weaker
brother who did not understand. In chapter eleven they were desecrating the Lord’s Supper; it was a shame what they were doing to
it. In chapter twelve, they thought that anything that was emotional and experiential must be “spiritual.” In 1Cor 13, it is not a chapter
on love, really, it is a rebuke to a church that had no idea on what Christianity was all about. In chapter 14, not only was their
practice of speaking in an unknown tongue wrong, their whole premise was wrong. It wasn’t for believers, it was for unbelievers. In
chapter 15, they did not believe in the bodily resurrection of Jesus. In chapter 16, he closes the book. Wonderful study! If you lived in
Corinth, you would not want to join this church; it was a totally upside down church.

So, in 1 Corinthians 12, he is not teaching gifts, he is correcting error. In 1Cor 12:1 he says, “| don’t want you to be ignorant,
brethren of spiritual things™—not spiritual gifts, that is written in italics—pneumatikos. | don’t want you to be ignorant when it comes
to spiritual matters. The word is in the present tense; | don’t want you to continue to be ignorant when it comes to spiritual matters.
With that mindset, he comes into verse 4 though verse 6. He wants to show them the same thing God wants to show us today:
Ministry is not something that we come up with in a committee and ask God to bless. Ministry only comes out of a life that is lived in
intimacy with Him, in surrendered yieldness to Christ. Ministry is what He does through us. We can join Him in what He is doing,
when we are willing to say “yes” to Him in our everyday life.

1Cor 12:4-6, he says: “Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same spirit, and there are varieties of ministry and the same Lord;
there are varieties of effects but the same God who works all things in all persons; but to each one is given the manifestation of the
spirit for the common good.” Now let’s look into this context and see the pattern of ministry. Let's see where the gifts come from,



where the ministries come from, where the effects come from. Let’s just see some principles that will help us as we want to be
usable to God. The key is intimacy with Christ, daily, moment by moment, so that true ministry can happen in our lives. If we are not
getting to know him through His word, walking with Him; then ministry is something that is a foreign language to our experience.

These five principles that we want to share today in this message, hopefully, will be a blessing to your heart.

First of all, Paul shows us that all ministry originates from God, and there is no question about it. I'll show you that in a second. It is
interesting how the apostle Paul, with a lot of grace, gently moves these people to thinking sanely in this insane world in which we
live. The Corinthians were focused on man and they were not focused on God. We know that from the text. If you have studied the
first four chapters of 1 Corinthians, they talk about man’s wisdom, man’s ways. Paul has to come against that. In fact, in 1
Corinthians 1:11 he says, “For | have been informed concerning you, my brethren, there are quarrels among you.” Now | mean this,
he is saying: “each one of you is saying, ‘I'm of Paul’ and then others are saying, ‘I'm of Apollos,” and others are saying ‘I'm of
Cephas,” and then there is the worst group, “I'm of Christ.” You would think that would be the best group, but no, they are like that
group in Heaven, when Peter is walking around with us in Heaven and he says, “be real quiet, shhh; there is a group over here that
thinks they are the only ones up here.” But the whole thing was, they were about men. They were men pleasers, they were men
followers they worshiped the wisdom of men; therefore, they were all about what men could do and they were enamored with it.
They were not about what God could and wanted to do in their lives.

In 1Cor 12:4-6, to get into this really deeply, he contrasts two words. You have to see that right away. The word “varieties” and the
word “same” He uses it in all three verses. He says in verse four: “There are varieties of gifts, but the same spirit; there are varieties
of ministries, but the same Lord; there are varieties of effects, but the same God who works all things in all persons.” Now, that word
varieties is the word diairesis. It has to do with the way something is divided up, when you put something into categories, or cutting a
piece of pie, and you give this smaller piece to this one, and this bigger piece to somebody else. It has to do with the way in which it
is cut up or distributed.

For instance, for many people, at first glance they think it's talking about the fact that the gifts are different, varieties of gifts, or the
ministries are different, and the effects are different. And they are, but that's not what the word is talking about. It’s only used two
times in the whole New Testament. The second time it is used is down in verse 11, and it’s talking about how they are distributed,
not how that they are different. We will address that in a minute.

But how they are distributed: what it is talking about is that God does not give the gifts, ministries and effects like man would give
them. If you told me today that | had the power to give everybody in here the gifts, | would make sure that every single person had
exactly the same amount of gifts. | don’t want anybody to go lacking. But that’s not the way God did it. For instance the verb form is
found in verse 11, diaireo. It means to distribute, and it is in the present tense.

Look at 1Cor 12:11, “But one and the same spirit works all of these things distributing to each one individually just as He wills.” So,
in other words, it is totally the prerogative of the Sprit that gives the gifts, or Jesus gives the ministry, the Father that gives the effect.
It is totally at their prerogative as to how they choose to do that. It may not be the same, and rarely is the same from person to
person.

You say, “Why would he bring this up in Corinthians?” Because in Corinth they were jealous over the gifts they thought were the
greater gifts. As a result of that they were overlooking that the other gifts were just as important to the body. And the apostle Paul is
trying to say, “What are you doing?” It is interesting to me, how when we get our eyes off the giver and we put them on the gift and
the ministry and the effect, what happens is we become jealous of gifts or ministries or effects. But when we have our eye on the
giver, I'm just glad to have a slice of the pie; what about you?

Anything less than hell is grace in our life. But when we get our eyes off the giver, that all of sudden floats out of the window.
Suddenly we are jealous of this gift or that gift, this ministry or that ministry. What Paul is trying to do here is to take these carnal
minded, fleshly minded Corinthian believers, get their eyes off men and what men can do and what happens to men and get their
eyes back on the Lord Jesus. They were attached to men, they were not attached to Christ, and he is trying to bring them back to
what normal Christianity really is.

Well, individual believers can get caught up when they are looking at men and not looking at the giver, they can get caught up in
being jealous of other people’s gifts, or their ministry, or their effect. Has anyone ever had a jealousy in their heart that you did not
get a gift like somebody else? Get a life. I've done it.

Dr. Stephen Olford, who | love so much, is in Heaven, rejoicing. Heaven is sweeter, but the earth has a big hole in it, since he has
left us. | had to speak with him several times. | probably spoke with him 15 or 16 times. The first time they ever put me with him,
scared me half to death. They were going to let him speak first and me speak second. What?? He was the greatest preacher | ever
heard; he was the apostle Paul of our day. Don’t put me behind him, put me first, and then everybody will truly appreciate him when
they hear him.



| begin to realize why they put me with him anyway. When Dr. Olford would get up and preach, every preacher and everybody there
that wanted to aspire to what God had called them to do said to themselves, “I can’t do that.” And then they had me come up, and
they would say, “Yeah, | can.” “Wayne can do it, anybody can do it.” He was the prince of preachers.

We were at a men’s conference. About 450 men were there from about 27 different states and | am supposed to go second. | am
sitting back in the back, looking down over the group, sweating. He gets up and starts preaching, oh my goodness, how he literates
every text; there is just a glow on him; there is just something so spiritual about him. I’'m watching him, thinking, “What am | doing
here?”

God brought my eyes down to the group and | looked about three rows down to an old boy from Knoxville, TN, who chewed tobacco
and deer hunted. He is just there because he liked me because | deer hunt. I've been doing this conference 15 years, a lot of
camaraderie build over the years. | looked down here and saw another. | watched all these good old red-necked boys, and | watched
them, watching Dr. Oldford. They were sitting saying “Golly, what's he saying?” Then | looked at the rest of the group. They were
taking notes, tears streaming down their face. God was ministering to them.

It was like God said to me, “Wayne, don'’t ever think that you need to have someone else’s gift or be somebody else. Wayne, there
are people in this room he can'’t touch. | can’t get them through him, but | can get them through you. Now, when you get up, you do
what | tell you to do, you just be who you are, full of Jesus. That’s all I've called you to be.”

That's what Paul is trying to tell these Corinthians: “Quit being jealous of somebody else’s gift; quit being jealous of somebody else’s
ministry; being jealous of somebody else’s effect. Just be who you are, satisfied with Jesus, letting Jesus be Jesus in you. Let God
work through you what He’s chosen to work through you. You got a little piece of the pie? That’s fine. You got a big piece of the pie?
He that's given much, much is required. Maybe you got a little piece. Thank God for the little piece. He’s going to hold all of us
accountable for that.

Well, not only do individuals get caught up in this, but also churches get caught up in this. | think the biggest problem in churches
today in America is a little phrase called, “The Mega-Church.” As a result of it, because of numbers and because of bigness, you've
got little bitty churches in places just dying because they can’t be what that big church is. It is driven by numbers, and it feeds an
ego, in many situations. To me, churches are supposed to be what God wants them to be where they are, just full of Jesus. If that's
big, it's big; if it's small, it's small. It doesn’t mean one’s right and one’s wrong.

It's incredible. Churches get involved in that. “Oh, you must be a spiritual church, because you are big.” Not necessarily. God is not
impressed with numbers. He's impressed with hearts that love Him. Well, ministries get involved in it. Ministries with this wrong
thinking that they have to compete. Everything is measured by bigness and numbers and dollars. It can happen easily.

But Paul is saying, “Would you quit doing that? Would you just be what Godwants you to be? Would you just get your eyes back on
the giver, and let the giver be who He is in your life? And if that's small, thank Him for it every day; if that’s big, thank Him for that
every day. Just be the piece of pie God orchestrated for you to be.”

Well, the Spirit who gives the gifts, see, is the same. There are varieties of gift, ministries, and effects; and God does not distribute
them in the same way. But the Spirit that gives them, He is the same. His character never changes. He loves us just the same.
Anything short of Hell is grace, as we said a moment ago, so whatever He’s given me is out of His beautiful love for me, and out of
His divine understanding of me, and of you, and of all of us here today.

First Corinthians 12:18 says, “But now [[God]] has placed the members, each one of them in the body [How?] just as He desired.”
It's all His business. Then it says in 1Cor 12:11, “But one in the same Spirit” we read a moment ago “works all these things,
distributing to each one individually just as He wills.” So | guess the question would have to be to all of us today, “Who do we think
we are, when we seek to tell [[God]] what we're going to do for Him, and then ask Him to bless it as if it comes from us, and not
Him?” There is no gift; there is no ministry; there is no effect, without Him. He and He alone determines all of these. So all ministries
originate from [[God]].

Secondly, unless love is present, there is no ministry. There are a lot of people who say they are doing a lot of great things for God,
but there is just no love there whatsoever. The love is the key; the love is the clue.

First Corinthians 12:4: “Now there are varieties of gifts but the same Spirit.” That's the Holy Spirit. Varieties of gifts, but the same
Spirit. Now wait a minute. Let’s talk about the Spirit of God. It is the Spirit of God that gives the gifts, and they are different. As we
will see in a moment, they are multi-colored. It’s kind of like, | have a shirt on today, and | guess it's one fabric, they mix them up so
much; let’s just say it’'s one fabric. But it's one color, pretty bland. Looking out amongst you, you have some pretty creative clothing
on today. Some of yours is the same fabric, but multi-colored. Same fabric, the Holy Spirit is the fabric, but the colors; however, in
there are different.



If you want to talk about how the gifts are different, this is where you look at that. For instance, you say, “Wayne, what are talking
about?” Look over at 1 Peter 4:10, and I'll show you. He says it very clearly. He’s talking about gifts. He says, “As each one has
received a special gift, employ it in serving one another.” That's what gifts are for. “As good stewards of the’—and it’s translated
“manifold grace of God.” | don’t know why they translated it that way. Maybe it meant something different in that day, | don’t know,
but the word is poikilos. It means multi-colored grace of God. That's beautiful. Just like our trials are color-coded; the wisdom of God
is color-coded, used over in Ephesians, so are our gifts; they are color-coded. They are different.

Oh, could | give some illustrations of the fact that they are different, big time. My wife has the gift of mercy. She is mercy from her
head to the end of her toes. | believe God put some mercy in me somewhere, but with her, it’s just total mercy. I'm telling you, that
gift of mercy. We’d be on a plane and if you were sick, she’d get sick with you. You die; she’ll die with you. It’s incredible.

Went into a hospital room one day to see a woman who had been in there three weeks. When we walked in, she started groaning.
I’'m thinking, “Now, wait a minute.” | picked up on that, she’s riding this thing far as she can ride it. She wasn’t groaning when we
walking in. | walked over, and | said, “You need to get up out of that bed and get out of here! Other people want this thing; you've
been in it three weeks!” My wife is saying, “No, No” and she went over and fluffed up the little pillows and got her a little glass, put the
straw in her mouth and patted her cheeks and said, “Are you okay?” As if to say, “Don’t pay any attention to him.” | kept saying,
“Come on.” When we got out of the room, we started laughing. You know what we started laughing about? She said, “Why did you
do that?” and | said, “Well, why did you do that?” And it dawned on us, two different gifts.

Now hear what I'm saying, folks. Working together, and she needed both of us. She checked out the next day. But you see, gifts are
different. Gifts are different.

It is so important to realize that the spirit is the same. The same spirit that gave my wife the gift of mercy did not give it to me, but
gave me the gift of exhortation and teaching. The same Spirit is the fabric. But He didn't give the gifts the same color. So often in our
church, we have people say, “This is wrong, and this is wrong.” But they are beautiful people, they are walking with God; they are
seeing through their strength. Anytime God allows you to see through your strength, usually He wants you to be the solution to
whatever it is He’s been faithful enough to reveal as the problem. But the gifts are different.

Now where am | going with this? You say, “What’s this got to do with love?” Well, if the fabric of the gifts is the Spirit of God, my
friend, He is also the producer of the love and the fruit. He can never act apart from any of His attributes. If He gives the gifts and the
divine ability to trust God in those gifts, then He gives the fruit, which is the wrapping to that gift. He is the same Spirit. When a
person is ministering, and there is no love in him, when a person is ministering, and there is no caring for other people, they walk
over everybody else, there is no ministry being accomplished. It's just whatever they’'ve come up with in a religious mindset, and
have asked God to bless.

The love is the key. You can fake all of the gifts, but you can’t fake the love. That's what God produces, and that's what motivates
others to be drawn to us. Galatians 5:22-23, “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control, against such there is no law.” The key to that whole verse is that first word, love. Everything else in it
characterizes that love in relationships. When are we going to understand that God is not impressed with a good idea we offer to
Him? God already has the idea, and if we bow before Him and say yes to Him and to His will—and that doesn’t mean perfection;
that means when | sin, | run to the cross, and | confess and | chose to trust Him; that’s all built in to it—but when I'm willing to live
predictably that way, then | can get in touch with what He truly is doing and then He uses me just as a conduit to touch other people.
And it will be different because the gifts are different; it will be framed according to the individual gifts He’s given to each person.

What is it that's causing the division in most churches today? It's not the fruit; it's the gifts. It's causing division like you wouldn'’t
believe. Some of you may even get irritated with me this morning, because you have another thought about the gifts. I'm telling you,
| don’t care what another person tells me his gift is. We’ve made it much too important. The key is, where is the fruit? And are we
attached to the Giver and not just the gift? God’s love does not divide the body, it unites it.

So all ministry originates from God without the love produced by the Spirit, there is no ministry. No matter what we think we are
doing, it’s not ministry. He is the fabric of the gifts, but He is also the producer of the fruit.

Thirdly, ministry is not for our benefit. 2Cor 12:5, “And there are varieties of ministries, and the same Lord.” Now, the word Lord here
is referring to the Lord Jesus Christ. In a context, when you have the Spirit and the Lord and God mentioned all together, you are
talking about the Trinity. We'll see God the Father in a moment. It's so interesting how the whole Trinity is involved in what goes on
down here on Earth: The Spirit giving the gift; the Lord Jesus giving the ministry; and the Father taking care of the effect, as we’ll
see. The word ministries in verse 5 tells the whole story. The word is diakonia. We get the word deacon from it. It means to serve
others, no matter what it cost me, is the idea of the word.

This word was never translated into English, it was transliterated, which means they took a word and made a word out of it. That’s



convenient. When the Bible was put into English, the powerful church at that time had deacon as high offices of power who made
decisions for the whole body, which is never in scripture. So they did not translate the word, for fear of getting their heads translated,
they transliterated the word, and made a word out of a word—Can | shine your shoes? | mean, your grass looks like it needs cutting,
can | help you? Uh, is there anything | can do for you?—that’s the word diakonos. So ministry at its very heart is for the benefit of
others. It wouldn’t even be there if it was for our own benefit. It's always, “what can | do for you?” Never for my own benefit.

Ministry is something that has the heart of God in it. Jesus, who initiates all ministry, who lives in us, was the greatest servant of all.
It says over in Mathew 20:28, “Just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for
many.” That's the heart of ministry, because it's His heart in us. The greatest minister, the greatest servant, is the one who patterns
this for us in our life.

2Cor 12:7 really cinches it, “But the manifestation of the spirit is given to every man for the common good.” One translation says “for
the profiting with all.” So everybody is blessed by it, not for somebody’s own personal edification. True ministry does not allow hidden
agendas. True ministry does not allow self-gratification to be figured into it. When we make the mistake that the Corinthians made,
then gifts, ministries and effects becomes all about us, not about others.

Now, | love drama when it is done right. True scriptural, Biblical drama that helps enhance and bring out what you are saying, | don’t
have any trouble with that at all. What | do have trouble with are people that bring drama into the church for their own self-
gratification. They get a bigger kick out of making people laugh than they do edifying and lifting up the Lord Jesus.

Years ago there was a group of about 16 who wanted to have a drama ministry. Well, I've never had any trouble with that, as long
as it doesn’t contradict what we’re doing in the pulpit. Don’t do it while | preach. Well, it got to where it was just going nowhere. |
mean, you could turn on the television set, they could be on it and you wouldn’t even know it was Christian. So | called them all
aside, and | said, “Hey, guys, we're going to have to shut this down. Something is all wrong. In my spirit, it doesn’t resonate.” You
know what they said to me? “Oh, that’s okay, we’ll just take our group and go to some other church and do it.” Now what have they
just told me? What they were doing, calling ministry, was for their own personal gratification. It was not under the accountability and
Lordship of Christ. Because, you see, when God tells me to stop preaching, I'm going to sit down. I'm not going to keep standing up,
because | get a gratification out of doing what I'm doing.

We've got to remember something, joy is not in something that you do, joy is in who He is. The very moment we start fighting for
what we can do, look out. You’re missing the point. If it's received, where He guides, He provides. Where he puts a burden for a
desire, He gives an opportunity for a door. So all ministry originates with God. There is no ministry without the love, whatever people
call it. And ministry is not for us. It is for the benefit of others.

And fourthly we cannot measure the results of ministry. We tapped on that a while ago. Let’s look at it a little further. There is always
an eternal effect when God, through the gift, gives a ministry to other people. There is always an eternal effect. And God is the one
who determines that. 1Cor 12:6, “And there are varieties of effects but the same God who works all things in all persons.” You see,
only the father knows what the effect is going to be. The word effects is the word energema, which means energize. The little -ma at
the end of it means the actual result of what God has energized and empowered in a person’s life. Only the father knows what that
result is going to be. The effects of all gifts that truly come from the Spirit minister to others are energized by God the Father, and
therefore, He determines how it is measured. It won’t be measured here on earth. When we allow God the Father the prerogative of
doing only what He can do, only He knows the eternal effect.

I'll tell you what, to give you a proof text, ask Stephen in the New Testament in Acts, and ask Peter, if they can say amen to that.
Stephen preached the same sermon Peter preached, and they stoned Stephen to death, but Peter saw 5,000 to come to know
Christ. Of course, Stephen was a whole lot better off, because he got to go see Jesus. But | bet you right before he got there, he
was saying “Do what?? Wait a minute.” The effects are going to be different. The effects will be what He chooses. He’s in control.

2Cor 12:6 again: “The varieties of effects, the same [[God]] who works [now watch] all things in all persons.” The term “all things in
all persons” is in italics, why? Because he uses it again at the end of the chapter to refer to the fact that he’s not just in control of
persons, he’s in control of everything. [[God]] is in control of everything that is going on in this world, but He is especially in control of
the believer and the effects of what [[God]] chooses to do in the life of that believer. There’s a tendency that we always have of
measuring everything that we do. I'm telling you that when you are hung up in gifts, ministry and effects, it will be numbers and
noses and nickels. That will be the way that we measure everything that goes on. That’s not the way [[God]] does it.

Roy Hession said to me one day, “Wayne, let me ask you a question.” He said, “You're preaching the same message over here that
I’'m preaching over in England, but you’re gaining people, and I'm losing them. Which one of us is doing it right?” Folks, we’ve got to
get out of this mentality of thinking you can measure everything God does.

You can’t measure everything. Ask Dorie Van Stone. For eight years she never saw a convert. Twenty three years later she finally
found out that those seeds that were planted deeply and watered, God had now finally given the harvest, and 250,000 believers had



come as a result of her work. Twenty-three years later.

You see, God is not on our timetable. He doesn’t have a watch and says “Oh, my, it's 3:00 and | better do something, because
Wayne’s going to get upset.” As a matter of fact, | can’t see anywhere in scripture where it says “Wayne, I'm struggling up here, can
you give me your opinion of what | need to do?” It's incredible how much we think of ourselves. In Romans 12:3, “Let not a man
think more highly of himself than he ought to think.” | tell you what it does to me, and | don’t know how it affects you at all, what
affects me is that every day when | drive home, when | go through the day, it overwhelms me that God would give me even the time
of day. I'm telling you, if you knew me, and my flesh and how wicked it is, and how every day | am desperate for God to replace me
and overcome me.

Hey, crawl off that altar of pride and say let's get good and honest here. God says, “You think | needed your intelligence to bring you
into the Kingdom? You think | needed your creativity? | don’t need anything about you except your surrender, because | didn’t come
to make you better, | came to replace you.” | tell you, the older we get, the more we become conscious of desperate need for Him in
our life; the more this message of grace and the sweetness and the kindness of the love of God means to us. When | was in my 30’s
from time to time needed it. | need it every day.

Finally, the last point. True ministry unifies the body. If you find division in the body, you don’t have true ministry, because true
ministry draws people together and to Christ as a wonderful ending to all of this. When God is in full control, the gifts, and the
ministries through those gifts to others and the eternal effect it just brings the body together. By the way, I'm so encouraged to see
that happening. It blesses my socks off. It's fun to get out of the bed in the morning. I'm seeingGod move; I'm seeing the church
come together. | just want you to know that.

2Cor 12:7 says, “But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.” The word manifestation, phanerosis,
is the idea of being able to see something clearly. How do you know the gifts are working? Somebody asked me the other day in
another setting, “Do you think that we really need to know our gift?” I'm going to answer that, “Not really.” | think it's helpful to some
degree, but | think that we have put so much focus on gifts, ministries and effects that we have completely taken our focus off of the
giver. If we were walking and saying yes to Him, moment by moment, minute by minute, ministry would be flowing like a river that
could hardly stay in its current. But we have somehow made it about us, instead of about him.

“But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.” The word is a Greek word, sumphero. It means
seeing; it means together. It’'s a beautiful thing. Only God can do this. “Phero” means to bring people into a oneness, not only with
themselves, but first of all with God. When that unity of the Spirit is there, and he talks about it in Ephesians, and when that spiritual
fellowship is there, and he talks about it in Philippians, the people of God come together. There is not all this garbage that goes on, it
is beautiful what happens.

The aura of the Holy Spirit is sweet fragrance unto the Father. People can sense it when they walk in a place. They can sense the
power of the Holy Spirit. My prayer is before | die, hopefully that I'll get to see it, that this church will be a church that is not about
themselves, but so much about God that we would do whatever He says in a given second. We'd be a reflex of what He wants us to
be down the road.

Well, when we focus on the Giver, that's what happens. As if to drive his point home, Paul does something here that he doesn’t do in
any other context of gifts. But when he says, “to each one is given,” it's interesting. You see it is in the present passive voice. You
see in every other place you look at it is, they’ve already been given that at the time of salvation. But what it saying here is, He is
continuing to choose how He gives the ministry, the effect, and the gift. What he is saying is He is in control of it. | don’t go
someplace and hang a sign on my door, “this is my gift and | have it and can enact it at any time.” No, sirl What he is saying is this
gift is never active until my heart is surrendered to Him, in abandonment to Him and to His will. Therefore, we must be surrendered
to Him at all times.

When the Sprit of God is moving, it's not about a preacher, it's about a God who lives in all of the people. We're all ministers when
we say yes to God. And where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. The Spirit is free, through the giftedness of people, to affect
the ministry and effect that only God can do.

You want to be usable to God? Then don’t look at ministry, and don'’t look at gifts, and don’t look at effects. Go to the Giver, get your
Word out and get to know Him, and learn to say yes to Him. And ministry and affects, and even gifts, will take care of themselves.
They will flow right out of you like a river. Be careful, be careful when you start defending ministry, and beating up people because of
effects. Be careful. Because when God is doing it, He draws people together, He doesn’t divide them.

Pillar 2 — God’s Power in Ministry

Isaiah 6:1ff



Turn with me to Isaiah 6. We're talking about the Pillars of Ministry. Seven of them. Today, we are on Pillar number 2, and that is
simply God’s Power in Ministry. What God initiates in His power, God anoints with His power. That's what we want to be looking at
today, particularly from Isaiah 6. Studying these seven Pillars of Ministry, | don’t know about you, but they kind of bring us back to
square one. It’s kind of like a refreshing breath of air when we begin to realize what ministry really is all about. These seven
messages on the seven pillars represent the philosophy of ministry that we have in this church.

Last time we saw that all the gifts, all the ministries, all the effects totally come from God. They originate only from Him. They are
God-given. | asked last week how many of you grew up, like | did, in that work mentality; that performance mentality; that “we needed
to work harder because it is all up to us; if it doesn’t get done, then poor old God, He can’'t do anything”. Three fourths of the
congregation raised their hands. That's exactly the way we grew up. | just want to help you understand what we are going through is
like deprogramming the mind. It's doing what Romans 12 says we have to do. It is renewing our minds so that the Spirit might
transform our life.

Well, in our pillar today, number 2, what God initiates—the gift, the ministry, the effect—God anoints. We're going to talk about this,
the power that God has in ministry. Now that word “anoint” needs to be understood. You need to know where I'm coming from, when
| use the word anoint. It's been made a mystical word in many circles—"he has the anointing” —and, of course, sometimes people
act as if it is something way out there somewhere. But it is not that way at all if you understand the word.

Actually in the New Testament, there are two words for anoint. There is the word that was used for massaging someone. It was a
physical thing. For instance, they did not have a lot of doctors in the New Testament. How many can you name? “Well, Luke.” That's
good, now who else? They did not have a lot of doctors, elders, in the day that the scriptures were put together. They ministered
physically, as well as, spiritually to the people they would come to. So the word, as used in James 5:16, “the elders anoint” is the
word for massage. It was a therapy they would use. Today we would call it Christian doctor.

But there is another word for anoint. It always has a spiritual connotation; that's the word we are looking at as we talk about “He
anoints;” that's what I'm talking about. The word has to do with enablement; God’s empowering us to do what He has gifted us to do.
See, God initiates ministry. He sets apart a man or a woman, and He has a gift there, He has a ministry he wants to effect. But he
also empowers. He anoints, He enables, that person to do what he’s called to do. It has to do with, first, setting apart, and then
through the giftedness, and then the empowering.

Now it is spoken of Jesus. The word anoint is used of Jesus in His humanity. Obviously we know He was God, the God-Man. He
said Himself in Luke 4:18, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,” quoting out of Isaiah 61. He says, “Because he anointed me to preach
the gospel to the poor.” He “anointed me.” In other words, He was not just man, He was the God-man, and within Him was the power
to do what He came to do. “He has sent me to proclaim release to the captive, recovery of sight to the blind, to set free those who
are oppressed.” And then it is even clearer in Acts 10:38. He says, “You know of Jesus of Nazareth how God anointed him with the
Holy Spirit and with power. And how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the Devil, for God was with
him.”

It's not only spoken of Jesus, having that anointing upon Him, being the God-Man to accomplish that which He came to do, but it is
also spoken of believers. In 2 Corinthians 1:21, the apostle Paul says, “Now he who establishes us with you in Christ and anointed
us is God.” The “establishes with” and “anointed” have to, in the Greek construction, have to be put together. So what he is saying is
that we don’t just have the anointing to do what God’s called us to do, you also have that anointing if you are a believer.

The apostle John is even clearer in his epistle. In 1 John 2:20, “But you have an anointing from the holy one, and you all know.” In
1Jn 2:27 he says, “As for you, the anointing which you received from him abides in you and you have no need for anyone to teach
you; but as his anointing teaches you about all things and is true and is not a lie and just as it has taught you, you abide in him.” The
anointing that John is talking about there is the Holy Spirit that has come to live with us.

It says in 1Jn 2:20, “your anointing from the Holy One” the “Holy One” is the Lord Jesus Christ. You find that Jesus is the Holy One.
In Mark 1:24, Luke 4:34,John 6:69, Acts 2:27, Acts 13:35, 1 Peter 1:15. Everyone of those identifies Jesus as being the Holy One.
So, Jesus, in the person of the Spirit, sets us apart to Himself; He anoints us with His power, the power of the Holy Spirit to
accomplish what He has assigned for us to be about on this earth.

So the Holy Spirit who gives the gifts is the anointing. You see, this is where people mess up. They pray that God will give them the
anointing. No, if you are a believer, you already have the anointing. The Anointed One lives within you. The key is not getting Him;
the key is learning to release Him in your life, by surrender to Him.

Now as 1 John tells us, “He teaches us.” That's who reveals scripture to us, the Holy Spirit, the anointing that the Holy One gave to
us. The Spirit of Christ that lives within us. We also know from Ephesians 5:18, “He empowers us as he fills us.” He must fill us daily,
as we yield to Him. We know from Galatians 5:22 that He “produces the character of Christ in us.”



So the anointing from the Holy One is the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Christ. He is the anointing. He is the enabling. God initiates, and
God anoints. He not only sets a man aside, He not only gives him the gift and the ministry and the effect, but He gives him the
enablement, the power to be about the things He’s told him to do. As the priests of old were set apart unto God and anointed with
the power of God, we have to remember that we are priests in the Kingdom of God. Now, that may go against some people’s
religious understanding, but that’s the word of God.

Peter says in 1 Peter 2:9, “But you are a chosen race you are a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own possession
so that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous life.” So it is God who initiates
ministry. That is one of the pillars we are going to stand on. It is not something that we achieve for Him out of our own ability and
desire and creativity, it is something that we receive from Him. He initiates, but He also anoints that which He has initiated.

Today, we want to look at an example of this initiation and anointing in scripture. There is not a clearer example of it than what we
are going to look at in Isaiah 6. The first five chapters, if you have ever studied Isaiah, he pronounces, particularly in chapter 5, the
woes of God’s judgment among the people. Judah has gone the route of her big sister, Israel and the Ten Northern tribes, and they
have just desecrated everything that God has given to them. So therefore, he pronounces some woes, “woe be unto you; woe be
unto you” in chapter five.

In chapter 6, however, he goes back—it’'s not chronological—he jumps back and he wants the people to understand “the only reason
I’'m able to stand here” he says “and pronounce judgment on you is because those woes fell on me first.” Chapter 6 is the calling of
Isaiah as the prophet of God. He wants them to understand that he’s already been broken, and he does what he does out of a
tender heart. He pronounces the woes out of a heart that's already been broken in the presence of God. God initiated the call on
Isaiah’s life. It was at a very low time for Judah with the call came, the anointing to be His prophet, one of the greatest prophets of
the Old Testament.

Well, the picture of God’s initiating and God’s anointing, as | said, could not be clearer than what we are going to look at today. Isaiah
6. The four things that | want you to see in this are how God raised up a man, set him apart, initiated this ministry and how God
anoints this man by even giving him the ability to say yes back to Him.

Isaiah 6 begins with, “In the year of King Uzziah’s death, | saw the Lord.” King Uzziah reigned over Israel for 52 years. His name
indicates that he really started well. He started off trusting God in everything that he did. Uzziah is the name mentioned in
Chronicles, but in Kings he’s called Azariah. It's the same person. Both names show his spiritual character at the very beginning.
Azariah means “the Lord has helped;” Uzziah means “my strength is in the Lord.” So we see that both names characterize this man
as being a man who depended upon God when he began his reign as king over Judah. He’s the tenth king over Judah.

Well, in both Chronicles and in Kings it says he did what was right in the eyes of the Lord. The best way that most people figure this
out is that Azariah was probably his given name and Uzziah was his throne name. He came to the throne at the age of 16, in very
difficult circumstances. His daddy had committed apostasy; therefore, was put to death by rebellion so he had to come immediately
and take the throne. Under Uzziah, Judah had prospered; in fact, more so than they had known before.

He was a military genius. Matter of fact, we think we started the draft system, in the Army; no, he used the draft system back in that
day. There’s nothing new under the sun. Got an army of over 370,000 fighting men, broke down the walls. The biggest thing he did
was to defeat the Philistines. He broke down the walls of Gath, Ashdod and Jabneh. He even built his own cities in Philistia. The
Philistines were the fiercest enemies that Israel had. He also loved to work the land. Some of the historians say that he loved to pick
up the dirt and say, “Ah, how | love the dirt.” He loved to work the land. Therefore, he taught them cultivation, farming. Judah
prospered greatly under his leadership: militarily, economically, every way you can think of.

But here is the problem: all of that prosperity went to his head, and he became proud and arrogant. Proverbs 16:18 says, “Pride
goes before... a fall.” And boy, did he ever fall. Uzziah was so audacious that he went into the temple and said, “I'm going to offer
incense to the Lord.” What? You can'’t offer incense to the Lord. That's a priest responsibility. The High Priest stood in his face and
rebuked him in front of everybody, and God struck him with leprosy. He had to move into exile and shame. He died in exile because
of having sinned before the Lord.

Jotham, the next King, actually had to step in. Just like Uzziah had to do with his daddy, he had to step in and take over the throne
until the time that he could actually be King. You know, some interesting things happen. God was taking His hand of blessing off of
Judah. He'd already taken it off Israel and the ten Northern Tribes. And now He’s taking His hand of blessing off of Judah.

In fact, only a short time after Uzziah was born, there was another man born, and his name was Romulus. And Romulus was the
legendary founder of Rome. Just after Uzziah died, the Roman Empire came into being. Remember, if you study history, the
Romans were the ones who caused the greatest affliction upon the Israelites. It was a bad time for Israel politically, nationally, every
way you can think of. It was a bad time. It seemed God was taking His hand of blessing off of His people.



But in the midst of that very bad time God, being rich in mercy, was raising up a prophet. He was initiating a man, setting him aside.
He was going to give him a ministry and anoint him with that ministry. He was going to be one of the greatest prophets that Israel
had ever known. What happened when King Uzziah died? Very bad time for Israel. God lifted the fog from Isaiah’s eyes. Why did He
do that?

You see, when God moves in our lives, folks, when ministry becomes what it really ought to be and not something that we have
fabricated and asked God to bless; when God lifts the fog right off our eyes. Back in Romans 12 when he says, “l beseech you,
therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God that you will present your bodies a living sacrifice,” and he goes on. Then he says on
down just a few verses later, now let me show you what the church is really all about, it is not an organization it is an organism. It is
made up of gifts that must function together.” God has to lift the fog from our eyes. He did the same thing with Isaiah. You see, God
wants to show Isaiah who is really in control.

Several years ago, | spoke on the International Congress on Revival Team for about ten years. My wife got to go with me quite a bit,
and we were able to go to Slovenia. When we landed in Slovenia, the only way | knew we were in Slovenia, was because they said
we were in Slovenia. And | took their word for it. It was foggy, it didn’t look very good to me. We went to the hotel where we were
having the conference. | could tell there was a lake out back with ice on it, because every now and then | could see somebody go
across it, walking across that lake. But | thought, “What does this place look like?” For a whole three days we were in the fog; |
mean, in the fog. We could not see what was really there. Oh, my goodness, on that fourth day, when that fog lifted, it took
everybody’ breath. Oh, my goodness, there’s the Alps, right there right on the flip side is Austria, Switzerland. | mean it was the most
beautiful country | had ever seen in my entire life. That lake that was frozen over looked like a Christmas card. There was a foot and
a half of snow everywhere and people right on the lake skating, ice skating across, and holding hands. It was just like one of those
Christmas cards that you get. What a beautiful place, but we couldn’t see what was already there because we were in the fog.

Understand what | am saying. If you are not walking, yielded to the Anointed One who lives within you, you are living in the fog. You
can’'t see what reality is all about. You hear what we say from the pulpit, and it sounds like a foreign language until God lifts the fog.
And then, then, you see what ministry is all about. God had to lift the fog for Isaiah; and when He did, it changed his life forever. God
lifted Isaiah’s eyes from the fog of uncertainty of what was going on in that country in that day. He lifted the fog to see the One, the
reality of sovereignty of who was really in control of what was going on. Isaiah needed to see that because down on this earth it was
foggy and looked pretty chaotic. But when God lifted the fog, then Isaiah was able to see what he couldn’t see before.

Isa 6:1: “In the year of Uzziah’s death, | saw the Lord sitting on a throne, lofty and exalted with the train of his robe filling the temple.
Seraphim stood above him, each having six wings: with two he covered his face, with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew.”

Do you realize what God did? God took Isaiah into the throne room of heaven. In order to do what God had set Isaiah apart to do,
Isaiah had to have this understanding. He had to lift the fog. He had to show him the majesty, the sovereignty and the holiness of
God, so that everything that Isaiah would do from that point on would be based on what realness really was.

He “saw the Lord sitting on a throne, lofty and exalted, with the train of his robe filling the temple.” Only a few in scripture have been
able to see that. The apostle Paul was able to see it, but couldn’t speak about it for 14 years. John was able to see it and even to
pen what he saw; and therefore, we have as the last book of our Bible the book of the Revelation, not the book of Revelations; no,
sir, the book of The Revelation of the Apostle John.

When he saw the Lord sitting on the throne, the word “sitting” indicates total rest and total control. God was not standing up, wringing
His hands and saying, “Oh, my goodness, look what's happening to Judah. | don’t know what | am going to do.” Even though the
times were chaotic and bad on earth, God was at rest in Heaven, because He was totally in control of what was going on.

He was sitting on the throne; it says “high and lifted up.” The throne was evidently elevated. A better translation would be “a lofty and
an exalted throne.” He’s looking up at the one sitting on the throne. It’s as if he was standing there in amazement. It had to be a
ways back, because the scripture tells us in the New Testament that God dwells in unapproachable light. The brightness of His
being on that lofty and exalted throne must have been something he had to contend with as he tried to get a grasp of what he had
been allowed to see.

The temple in which God was seated was the original of the copy that was made and dedicated down here in the Old Testament.
The actual word for temple in Isa 6:1 is the word palace. It is the word that signifies this is where God rules in the Holy of Holies of
the heavenly tabernacle.

My first trip to Albuquerque, NM, was when | was 15 years old. | was with the Boy Scouts, and | was going to Philmont Scout Ranch.
We stopped in Albuquerque and stayed at Kirkland Air Force Base. They were so nice to us, back in those days and the let two of
us at a time—listen to this—we got to go up into the Control Tower. | never realized how chaotic that looked when you were up
there. Here is a big screen, and planes everywhere with little numbers or something on them, little boxes indicating the plane. |
looked at that and said, “Man, that is the biggest mess I've ever seen in my life; this is chaotic. Somebody is going to fly into



somebody.” | mean, every little space there represented an altitude. The guy, who was in control, was just sitting there talking to
each one as if he knew them personally. And he says, “Okay, number such and such, yeah that's good; and number such and such,
down a little bit. Yeah, okay.” And he would bring them in right on time. It was as if in all that chaotic mess somebody was sitting
there absolutely in control.

And that's what God allowed Isaiah to see. “Isaiah, it's a big mess down there, isn’t it?” | might say that you and |, we’re coming into
an election year, “big mess down here, isn’t it?” | don’t know what party you have, that's between you and God. But I'll tell you one
thing, when you look around, it's not good. Lines are clearly drawn. Oh, my goodness, God, do you know what’s going on down
here? And God just leans over and says, “What are you wringing your hands for? I'm the one who is in control. | raise up kings, |
establish kingdoms. I'm in control. Isaiah had to see that or he’d never be the prophet God wanted him to be.

God'’s robe was so magnificent that the train of it filled the whole temple. Can you imagine that? Can you imagine a robe that filled
this whole auditorium?

In Isa 6:2 it says “seraphim, stood above him, having six wings: and with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet,
and with two he flew.” The word “flew” there has more the idea, yes, he could fly, but it was more like hovering. They hovered. They
hovered above the throne.

Actually, they would not have hovered above Him on the throne. As you will see in a moment, there was much more reverence for
Him than we’ve ever had down here on earth. They would have hovered over His train of His robe. Their humility before God is
breathtaking. They hovered there, but with their other two wings, their upper two wings, they covered their face, because they did
not feel worthy to look upon the one who sat upon the throne.

And with two wings they covered their feet. These angels who hovered around the throne were so in respect of who God is. Don'’t
you wish, just for one day that we could have a church full of people with this kind of respect for who God is? That they wouldn’t
even dare to look upon Him because of who He is and the holiness that He is?

Well, the angels were mentioned as Seraphim and that's the only place in Scripture they are mentioned, Seraphim. Not the
Cherubim, but the Seraphim. The word Seraph is the word in Hebrew that comes from flame or fire. There are many who suggest
that their wings were flames of fire, as they would hover; and the flames cover their eyes and the flames cover their feet.

Well, Isaiah is being set apart. But to be set apart, he had to see the holiness of the God who gives him the gifts, and gives him the
ministry and gives him the effect. The absolute purity of God. Before Isaiah could ever begin to be a prophet, he had to understand
who was in control every moment of every day. God was raising up a man who would be one of the greatest prophets in scripture.
To do so, God had to set him apart. He was set apart as a man who had seen and been in the presence of God. God was initiating a
ministry.

Ministry will only occur in your life and in my life—and you think about it for a second—think about how we play games with ministry:
| want it this way, and | want it that way, and if you don’t do it the way | want it, I'll go someplace else; and all of the stuff that comes
out of the people who are supposed to have a respect for God. And | want you to know that when you get in His presence you'll
never again try to hold on to a ministry with your hands. You’ll understand the purity of the one it flowed from, who initiated it, who
anoints that ministry.

My prayer is today, “Oh, God, lift the fog; oh, God, lift the fog. People can’t see for looking. God lift the fog.

Second thing, not only did he lift his eyes so that he could see, he opened his ears so that he could sense. Now you say, you don’t
sense with your ears, even though it's one of the senses; you hear with your ears. Oh, no, | haven't finished yet. He wanted him to
hear something, but by hearing something, and seeing something, there was going to be a sense of the holiness and the humility
and the respect that the heavenly creatures had for God. He had to get that down, he had to understand that. God was initiating a
ministry in his life. He had to understand the respect God would desire from him and command from him, because in Heaven it was
there; but on earth it was rare to be seen, especially in Judah, who had completely walked away from who God is. Ministry will only
occur in your and my life when God has opened our eyes to realize how holy and how pure He is. He wants him to hear something.

What Isaiah was allowed to hear was respect of all the beautiful creatures in Heaven and what they were singing. It says in Isa 6:3,
“and one called out to another and said, ‘Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord of Hosts. The whole earth is full of his glory.” And the foundation
of the threshold trembled at the voice of him who called out, while the temple was filling with smoke.” Theologians tell us that this an
antiphonal response here. Antiphonal simply means that one group is saying one thing, and another group is saying back, they
responded back.

When it's written it looks as if there is only one angel, but actually what's happening here is there is a whole chorus of angels,
sounding as if it is one. As they are hovering there above the train of His robe, they are singing back and forth, one to the other. One



group sings “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of Hosts.” Then the other one sang out, “The whole earth will be filled with His glory.” “Holy,
Holy, Holy is the Lord of Hosts,” “and the whole earth shall be filled with His glory.” In one study on angels | came across when | was
studying this, says there are nine choruses of angels. They say the first rank was the Seraphim, that we’re looking at, and the
cherubim and throni. I'm not sure how all that works out, but one group, in reverence and humility, were singing, “Holy, holy, holy is

the Lord of Hosts.” The other one would sing out, “And the whole earth shall be filled with His glory.”

You know what they were doing? It’s a different song when John went into heaven, because it was a different day. What they were
doing was giving a prophecy to Isaiah. Isaiah needed to hear this prophecy. “Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord of Hosts.” He'd seen and
witnessed that. But the second part of that, “The whole earth shall be full of His glory.” At the time he was taken into Heaven, this
earth was surely not full of the glory of God, with all the chaotic things that were going on in Judah, and all the things that were going
on in the world; Rome coming to exist as a powerful, pagan nation. But God would bring it to pass. This is the piece of prophecy that
Isaiah had to understand.

You see, Isaiah was going to be given a message that nobody would ever listen to, and he needed to know that some time in God’s
divine prophetic future there would be a time when the whole earth would be full His glory. The design of the perfect one, the whole
earth would be filled with His glory.

And, by the way, His glory is His manifested presence. And what the angels were singing was a prophecy they already knew from
being in Heaven. They were saying to Isaiah, “Isaiah, one day, the one you see on the throne will be down here on this earth and the
whole earth will be full of His glory. So when you are giving your judgment and you are pronouncing your woes, understand that it's
going to be bad for a long period of time. But there is going to come a day that the whole earth will be filled with His glory.”

Well, “holy, holy, holy” is a Hebrew way of making a point, singing it three times. Some theologians also say it represents God the
Father, God the Son and Godthe Holy Spirit; the whole Trinity is being heralded as a reverenced the one sitting on the throne. The
words of the chorus of angels, think about it for a second. | love to hear our music and I'm so grateful for it ,but the words of the
chorus of the angels was so profound, it shook the very temple where he stood. It was so awesome to hear this myriad’s of angels
singing and reverencing Godand prophesying about the future that would come.

Isa 6:4 says, “And the foundations of the threshold tremble at the voice of Him who called out.” And then it says, “while the Temple
was filling with smoke.” Have you ever studied Revelation? Right before the last judgment, how the holy of holy fills with smoke. It's
almost as if he is saying the day will come when the whole earth can be filled with His glory. The Temple will be filled with smoke.

When | was studying Revelation, | had a thought, | can never prove it, but you know why | think it’s filled with smoke? | think the
Father is weeping because He desires that none should perish, none should not come to know His Son. There’s going to come a
day when the Temple fills with smoke and the judgment will fall upon this earth but after that, it says the whole earth will be filled with
His glory.

Well, Isaiah had a vision. God let him see, opened his eyes, lifted the fog, and he saw the holiness and the majesty and the
sovereignty of God who is absolutely in control. He heard the reverence and the humility of the angels as they sung about the one
who set on the throne and what He was going to do in the future.

Well, Isaiah would never be the same again. And, again, my prayer for us, “Oh,God, lift the fog. Help us to see you and in seeing
you, Father, help us to see the wickedness of our flesh. Help us to understand why the confession of sin is important. Help us to
understand the way we talk about each other and the things that we say callously as if you are not there, as if you don’t even exist.
Oh, God, lift the fog.”

He opened his eyes that he might see, he opened his ears so he could sense. But the third thing | want you to see is that God
opened his lips so that he could speak. God had to cleanse him. Once he saw the Lord, he saw himself. Isaiah was to be a prophet.
Prophets proclaimed a pure message from God, but God had to purify his lips.

Look what happens, when Isaiah saw the holiness of God, when he witnessed the reverence of the holy creatures, look what he
said: Isa 6:5, “Then | said”—he wouldn’t have said this before then; he didn’t even see it, didn’t even recognize it before then—*
‘Woe is me, for | am ruined! Because | am a man of unclean lips, and | live among a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen
the King, the Lord of Hosts.”

In that moment of having seen God for who He is, in that moment he saw the sickness of what he was apart from God. | wonder,
when he said “I'm a man of unclean lips,” | wonder if he had been criticizing God for the chaotic experience that he’s having to go
through down here on earth. You remember another prophet did that, Habakkuk. “Lord, what do you make me see these things for?”
| wonder if he’d been criticized. | wonder if he’d been bemoaning the political situation. | wonder if he’d been bemoaning the
economic downfall that was going on in his country.



| wonder if he had been a man who suddenly, when he suddenly saw the purity of the praise that flowed out of the heavenly
creatures for the one who set upon the throne, | just wonder, | wonder if he didn’t then see what came out of his mouth that revealed
the sickness of his life. He says, ‘Woe is me, I'm a man of unclean lips.” Boy, that would be a tough situation, wouldn’t it? To be in
heaven and suddenly realize what you’re not and the fact that you don’t even belong there.

But look at the mercy of God, Isa 6:6: “Then one of the seraphs flew to me with a burning coal in his hand which he had taken from
the altar with tongs, touched my mouth with it, and said ‘Behold, this has touched your lips and your iniquity has been taken away
The angel in that act was purifying his mouth, his lips. The angel was enabling him now to be the prophet

and your sin is forgiven.
of God. It was the enabling through cleansing.

Do you realize when God lifts the fog, every one of us is going to be on the floor? Every one of us is suddenly not going to be
pointing fingers at everybody else. Suddenly we're going to realize the overwhelming message of grace; we’re going to understand
what sin really is. Before we can ever be usable to God, it's going to have to be through an act of cleansing through the blood of
Christ. For us to be what God wants us to be, there has to be a cleansing; God has to purify our lives if ministry is ever going to take
place. So many people are seeking to do for God, with unclean lips, which reveal nothing more than unclean lives. That's what
religion propagates. God opened his eyes to see, his ears to sense and he opened his lips to speak.

But there is one more. Finally, God opened his heart to serve. When Isaiah had been cleansed, humbled and changed, that’s the
first time he could hear God’s call. You know, there is a scripture in the New Testament that says, “Where the Spirit of the Lord is,
there is liberty.” To me that means the gifts are free to operate, the service gifts in the body. Why? Because people are finally
hearing the call. They are understanding what it is God’s put them on this earth for; they are beginning to understand they were
gifted in the body of Christ and there is a function for them and they begin to hear his call.

When God intervenes in a believer’s life, perhaps in the study of God’s word, perhaps in a service where God’s word is being
preached, perhaps in a difficult circumstance, like in the days of Uzziah’s death, He humbles that believer with the understanding
that it's not about you. I imagine that when Isaiah stood in Heaven, in the presence of God and the holy angels, | imagine that when
he stood there, he felt about as insignificant as he had ever felt in his entire life. Until a man has that kind of attitude toward God—as
a matter of fact, there’s a word tapeinophrosune in the New Testament means, the attitude a person has. It is a man who has been
in the presence of God and now has seen himself for what he really is.

And the word tapeinos means that he gets down on the floor and he gets down as far as he can get and if he can find another hole,
he’ll dig it a little deeper, because he knows that there is not one single thing about himself that is impressive to God. Not one single
thing; not his business experience and how well he built his company, not the money he has in his bank or his retirement portfolio.
That is not at all impressive to God. When he is in the presence of God, he understands ministry is in the hands of God and
whatever he does must be handled carefully, because God initiates ministry and God anoints ministry.

Isa 6:8 says, “Then | heard the voice of the Lord say, ‘Whom shall | send, and who will go for us?”” And then Isaiah said, “Here am |,
send me.” Boy, the marvelous anointing that happening right now. God even gave him the ability to say yes to Him.

Now, here is a man of unclean lips who had to go through the cleansing in Heaven, and now he is able to stand up on his own two
feet and say, “Here am |, Lord. Send me,” when He says “Who will go for us.” Certainly the Trinity, but also the heavenly host: They
couldn’t come down; it had to be a man down here on earth that God was looking to raise up. The message that Isaiah would
proclaim would never be heard. If you read on in the chapter, he says, “For how long, Lord, do | have to preach a message that
people will not listen to?” And God says, “Till the end, son; till the end.” Tradition is that he was sawn in half as he was martyred for
his stand for God. But God would enable him. What God initiates, God anoints. Don’t ever, ever miss this.

We’re in a different covenant than Isaiah. You see, God anointed us with His power by sending the Holy One, the anointed one to
come and live in us. You realize the better covenant that we’re in? Built on better promises. And do we all understand this morning
that all we have to do is bow before Him and He will overwhelm us with who He is. And then He begins to raise ministry up in our
life. He lives in us to enable everything He commands us to do. He sets us apart in the uniqueness of our gifts, and the uniqueness
of ministries and effects. And we can actually be usable to Him in our day. All the ingredients are there. All that God is looking for is
our willingness to yield to Him and He will divinely use us for His purposes. What God initiates, God anoints.

Can | ask you a question this morning, what's God doing in your life? Is the fog still setting in there? Everything is chaotic? Nobody is
right in the body of Christ, but you; and if people would just listen to you, things would be better? Or have you finally come to the
place that God has lifted the fog. There is not one single thing He’s impressed with about us, except when He looks at us and sees
Himself. | want you to capture this moment this morning. | want you to capture this message:

In the year that King Uzziah died, | saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted, and the train of his robe filled the temple.
Above him were seraphs, each with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with



two they were flying. And they were calling to one another:

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty;
the whole earth is full of his glory.”

At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled with smoke.

“Woe to me!” | cried. “| am ruined! For  am a man of unclean lips, and | live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen
the King, the Lord Almighty.”

Then one of the seraphs flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with tongs from the altar. With it he touched my
mouth and said, “See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.”

Then | heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall | send? And who will go for us?”

And | said, “Here am |. Send me!”

Pillar 3 — God’s Platform for Ministry
John 11
True Ministry Flows from our Walk with God

Turn with me to John 11. That's where we are going to be camping out today. We're going to be talking about the platform of
ministry. What is that platform? That ministry is received from God, not achieved for God. Can | just ask you a question, if you're like
me, how many of you grew up the exact opposite? We've been achieving for a long time, haven’t we? Isn’t it awesome, we don’t
have to achieve. God takes that burden off of us. We simply receive. We join Him in what He’s doing in this world.

Well, we’ve been studying the seven pillars that make up our philosophy of ministry. I'm so encouraged by so many of you. Matter of
fact, | got a little note the other day that said, “the deprogramming is going great.” And that’s exactly what we are doing, we are being
deprogrammed. Because if you will look in scripture, it's not about what we can do for God, it's about what He can do through us.
Galatians 2:20, “It's not me who lives but” what? “Christ who lives” where? “in me” It’s all about Him, it's not about us.

Each week we’ve been adding one more piece to this puzzle. Now, | want to emphasize, don’t try to figure it all out based on one
message. Each message builds on the one previous.

For instance, we looked at Pillar number one, which was the Pattern of Ministry. Now when you have a pattern, everything is cut
according to that pattern. That's why we started there. In 1 Corinthians 12:4-7, we discovered the gift, the ministry and the effect all
originate from God. They don't originate from men who sit around a table on a committee. They are born in the heart of God, they
come from Him. Now, ministry doesn’t come from man’s ability, doesn’t come from his creativity, it doesn’t come from his
intelligence. That’s not where ministry is born. But true ministry flows out of a believer's walk with God. That's why our emphasis is
on being, so that the doing can take care of itself. It springs forth; true ministry springs forth out of our availability to God. Pillar
number one shows, as | said, the pattern, and everything comes from that.

Pillar number two shows that what God initiates—the gift, the ministry, and the effect—God anoints with His divine enablement. We
move from the source of true ministry to the force of true ministry. God initiates it; God anoints it. We looked at Isaiah, how God
initiated the ministry of his being a prophet in Israel at that time. Now, granted none of us will ever, probably before the Lord comes,
be taken into the throne room of heaven; unless we die and get to see Jesus first. None of us will be taken like Isaiah was. That was
not the point of the message. It's not where God took him, it's what God did to him when he got there. That was the point of the
message. What did God do? He revealed His holiness, and in that revelation, Isaiah saw the sinfulness of his own flesh. | want to
make sure that we understand this. True ministry comes out of the one who understands the holiness of God; and therefore,
understands the sinfulness of his flesh, which will be religious if given a chance. We must understand that.

God broke Isaiah of ever thinking that he could do anything apart from God’s empowering him in his life. It was there in that throne
room, when he saw the Lord sitting on a throne high and lifted up. He heard the chorus of the angels. It was there that Isaiah made
the statement, “Woe is me, for | am a man of unclean lips, and | dwell among a people of unclean lips.” How could he be a prophet
with unclean lips? So the angel went over to the altar and took a coal and touched it to his mouth. In the cleansing of that moment,
God opened his lips so that he could be the prophet He wanted him to be, and could speak the things that God wanted him to speak.
God cleansed him.

But you say, “I'm not Isaiah. | haven’t been in the throne room of heaven. How isGod going to reveal to me His holiness and the
sinfulness of my flesh?” Oh, listen, we so often overlook this; we overlook that God, today, doesn’t have to take us into the throne
room. He takes us into His word and in His word His spirit reveals to us what we need to see. Paul says in 1 Thessalonians 2:13,



“For this reason, we also constantly thank God that when you receive the word of God that you heard from us, you accepted it, not
as the word of man, but for what it really is, the word of God, which also performs its work in you who believe.” The word of God
performs a work in us. And God uses it to reveal to us what He had to take Isaiah into Heaven to show him. He shows us right in His
word. Through preaching, the teaching and the studying of the word of God, God can clearly reveal to any heart that's open to hear
the sinfulness of our flesh and the holiness of God. We don’t have to be taken into Heaven to see this.

At a conference, when Dr. Stephen Olford, our dearly beloved man, who has gone on to be with the Lord, was preaching, the
anointing of the Lord was so on him, the passage was so real and so alive that a man in the midst of it, a preacher, stood up and
cried out, “Oh, dear God, there is sin in my life.” Dr. Olford stopped his message and said, “Oh, my dear brother, bow down and pray
‘Oh, God, bend me, bend me.” I'm telling you, a touch of glory; we didn’t have to go into Heaven. Heaven came into that place. He
saw exactly what Isaiah saw. When you preach these passages out of the Old Testament it doesn’t mean that we have to have their
exact experience. God does the same thing, if we will just avail ourselves to Him and to get into His word.

Dr. Jerry Vines preached a message once called “The Ascended Christ.” I'll tell you what, when | heard it the first time, and every
time I've heard it since, | wore the tape completely out. I've had to pull off the road at times to just weep before God, as he talked
about Jesus going back into heaven when he ascended off the Mount of Olives and when He saw His Father for the first time. It was
the most awesome message I've ever heard.

| didn’t have to be Isaiah and go into Heaven. God took me there by listening to His word being faithfully preached. That's how God
does it. He doesn’t have to give us Isaiah’s experience, or Paul’'s experience, or John’s experience. Oh, no, when man realizes the
holiness of God and he understands the sinfulness of his own flesh, at that moment he approaches ministry in a totally different way.
He doesn’t want to touch it unless God is a part of it. He understands whatever his hands touch is going to be impure. It's got to be
the hands of God. It's got to be a Spirit of God doing through him.

It like they said about the Titanic, when it was built. It will never sink. And a man said, “Yes, it will. It was built by the hands of man, it
can sink.” That’s exactly what happened. What man does, it burns one day at the judgment seat of Christ.

Men who understand this do not approach ministry lightly. He understands he is about to enter that which God is up to. The
reflection of who'’s doing it is God, and not himself. Until a man has seen himself in the light of who God is, there is no humility in that
person’s life; no matter if he’s a Christian, no matter how religious or how spiritual he is. To an unbroken man, life is all about
himself or herself. Ministry is something he can and will endeavor for God. That's his arrogance. That's why in Romans 12:3 Paul
says, “Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought to think.” Then he begins to show how God’s orchestrated ministry in the
church. Sadly, most of what we see in Christianity today is nothing more than man’s pride. It is man, in his element, doing for God
out of his own ability.

Well, today, we are going to look at Pillar number three. Now that we've seen Isaiah and what God had to in his life and how he can
do that in our life, we’ve seen where ministry comes from. Today we’re going to talk about the Platform of Ministry. The platform is
that true ministry is not achieved for God, it is received from God. It is joining Him. You say, “Where is that in scripture? | just wish
you’d be a little bit more clear.”

I’'m so glad you said that. Acts 20:24, the apostle Paul says, “l do not consider my life of any account as dear to myself so that | may
finish my course and the ministry which | received from the Lord Jesus. | testify solemnly of the grace of God.” He said again in 2
Corinthians 4:1, “Therefore, since we have this ministry” and then he says when he received it, “as we received mercy” —in other
words, at the moment he was saved, is the moment that ministry began in his life—“we do not lose heart.”

And then writing to the Colossians, he said in Colossians 4:17, “Say to Archippus, take heed to the ministry which you have
received in the Lord that you may fulfill it.” There’s so many passages, as | was studying this | was thinking, “Where in the word am |
going to camp out?” Every one of them has a text behind it and this could be a series right in itself, just in this one pillar we're
looking at.

But there was something as | was praying | want you to see about joining God in what He’s doing. | want us to understand why this
truth is so difficult for the human brain to comprehend. | want us to see why. We're going to see ourselves today. We're going to see
ourselves in a story in John 11. We’re going to see ourselves in Mary and Martha. We’re going to see ourselves in the disciples.
Why it is that we fail so often to join Him in what He’s doing. Why is it we would rather do what we think we can do and ask Him to
bless it? | think we’ll understand ourselves better, hopefully, after today. Why is it such a foreign language to preach this message?
Why is it that people hear it and say, “Why haven't | heard this before?”

Well, let’s look into the story. | think these characters will help us all to understand the difficulty. I'm telling you this message is not
something that is just taught, it's caught. Until the Holy Spirit reveals it to the heart it's not comprehended in a good way.

There are four things | want you to see from the characters in John 11. First of all, here’s the first thing that is a reason why it is so



difficult for us: We haven'’t yet learned the difference between the obvious and the actual. You say, “What are talking about?” Well,
hang on.

John 11:1-3: “Now a certain man was sick, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. It was the Mary who
anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped His feet with her hair whose brother Lazarus was sick. So the sisters sent word to Him
saying, ‘Lord, behold he whom you love is sick.”

None of the characters in this story, not one of them, could have realized that the event that was going to take place with Lazarus
was going to be the event that was going to pull the trigger on Jesus being crucified. None of them could have understood that.
Matter of fact, chapters 10, 11 and 12 of John depict the events that lead to the Upper Room discourse, but ultimately to the
crucifixion of the Lord Jesus Christ. Christ had the big picture all the time. Everything He does in chapter 11 is working out of a
bigger picture, the actual. He’s not going to be caught up in the tyranny of the obvious. He’s not going to do that. He has the big
picture. Mary and Martha have the little picture. They see what they think is obvious. They don’t understand there is a much bigger
picture involved.

Well, Mary and Martha knew that Lazarus was sick to death. Isn’t that obvious? So they immediately sent a message to the Lord
Jesus to tell Him about it. Now, Mary and Martha were sisters of Lazarus.

John takes great pains in making sure that we understand this family. In Jn 11:1 he says, “Mary and her sister, Martha.” Jn 11:2
says, “It was Mary whose brother was sick.” So you see a little family here, Lazarus and his two sisters, Mary and Martha. John
even identifies Mary as the one who anointed Christ’s feet with oil. That doesn’t even pop up until the 12th chapter of John.

So here is a little family who has a real problem. In their minds it is the actual situation. They want Jesus to know about it. More than
that, they want Jesus to do something about it, now. So they send a message to Jesus. Now, obviously, somebody had to go and tell
Him. Whether it was written or spoken, | don’t know. But they sent a message to Him. The message said, “Lord, he, whom you love,
is sick.” The word love there is an interesting word. The word is phileo, and it means to cherish somebody. In other words, “he whom
you cherish, Lord, your dear friend is sick.”

Now at first glance there is nothing wrong with the message. | mean, my goodness, they just want Him to be aware of it. But after
reading the whole passage through, if you read the whole chapter, there is definitely something they were saying, without saying it,
by sending Him this message. Not one time did they ask Him to come. But, buddy, they were saying that big time. You say, “You're
reading that into scripture.” Now , wait a minute, wait a minute. You're saying to me, ‘Maybe they are like the centurion, who had a
servant that was paralyzed and he came to Jesus. He said to Jesus, ‘You don’t have to go there, just speak the word and it will
happen. And certainly it took place. That's what they were doing. That’s why they didn’t ask Him to come. They just wanted Him to
speak or do something from where He was, and that would cause Lazarus to be well, to be saved from death.”

Well, that sounds logical, and I really wish | could believe it. But when He gets there He runs into Martha. Listen to what Martha says
to Him in Jn 11:21, “Martha, then said to Jesus, Lord, if you had been here my brother would not have died.” In Jn 11:31, Mary says
the very same thing. Ah, no, Mary and Martha wanted Jesus there. When the message was delivered they fully expected Him,
because that’s His cherished friend, to come immediately and to heal Lazarus. “Lord, if you don’t come Lazarus will die.”

To them that was the obvious; they really thought that was the problem, and they were so very wrong. This is where we miss it.
When God is in charge of something, He does things His way, not our way. They had assessed the situation; they had come to the
conclusion that Jesus needed to be there right when they wanted Him.

But Jesus knew exactly what was going on. In fact, | think John 11:4 is a message He sends back to them—It doesn’t say that; |
cannot prove it. But he says, “When Jesus heard this He said,” and, by the way, “heard this” | guess that tells us it was spoken.
“This sickness is not to end in death, but for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified by it.”

Now, can you imagine, let’s just think for a second. Maybe it was a message he sends back: Somebody had to come and tell Him.
He responds, and they go back and say, “Oh, don’t worry about it, Jesus said this sickness is not going to end in death.” They forgot
all about the last part “it’s for the Son of God to be glorified.” We never hear that when we are caught in the trauma of the moment.
We’re only interested in what's going on as far as what we think God ought to do in our life.

Lazarus’ being sick was a situation that would be used to glorify Christ. It would fulfill His purpose on this earth. Jesus knew how this
specific situation fit into a bigger plan, but Mary and Martha were emotionally attached at a moment. What they thought was the
obvious, was not the actual, of what was going on.

The reason we fail so often in joining Him in what He’s doing is that we’re always looking at the obvious. We never seem to back
away and say “What's the bigger picture of what God is doing in this circumstance? Why is this being allowed for us to go through in
our life?” What was going on with Lazarus was far bigger than what appeared to be the obvious to Mary and to Martha. Our problem



is the same that they had. We do the same thing. We ought to all see ourselves in this from time to time. Matter of fact, daily I'm
reminded of this truth. Because what you expect God to do isn’t on our timetable.

Years ago, we were trying to raise some money to build an auditorium. A man in the church felt led to give us an 80-acre farm, the
house, swimming pool, everything that went with it. It was paid for, but he just gave us the deed. Well, that was great, except now
we had the problem of selling an 80-acre farm. He didn’t sell it and give us the money, he gave us the farm, so we had to sell it and
get the money.

Ten months, at least, went by trying to sell that farm. So we didn’t know what to do. We prayed, and we did everything that we could
do. We just did everything that we could do.

One night we had a meeting of our leadership, the Deacons, the Pastor and everybody was there. As we got together in that
leadership meeting, a man brought up an issue that wasn’'t on the agenda. “Now come on, folks, get with the agenda. You got
something, bring it next time. Don’t bring it this time.” But, he was an influential man, and he got his way, and so he started
speaking, “We’ve got a man in our church that needs a van, and we have a van we don’t use that much. Why don’t we give him our
van?”

| never will forget the response of one of the guys there, “Hey, listen, let’s talk about that next time. We've got a problem, and our
problem is we’re trying to sell a farm, and we’re trying to decide how we do this. Do we lower the price? What do we do?” Boy, he
was just adamant that we need to deal with it. So finally, we all consented and said, “Okay.” We went around the room, and you
could see a lot of confusion. “Okay, let's get on our knees and pray.” Everybody got on their knees and we prayed; talked about it a
little longer. And suddenly the wisdom began to come.

And that's the way God works, by the way; it doesn’t come in with the men, it comes up among the men when they are praying. And
the wisdom begins to come to the surface, “Give the man the van.” We were totally unanimous with it. We did, called him that night.
Didn’t come to any conclusion on how to sell the farm.

The next morning he came and picked up the van at 10:00 a.m. At 1:00 p.m. the farm sold.

You see, we fail to connect the dots. “Wait a minute, that’s not on our agenda. Come on, we're dealing with this over here.” God sees
the big picture. And here we are praying for something over here, which we think is the obvious; and the actual is right back over
here. And we miss it. This is why it is such a foreign language to us, when you start connecting with Him and what He’s doing. His
ways are not our ways; He doesn’t do things the way we do them. When ministry is pure and flows out of His heart, it takes a whole
different dimension in the way it's treated and the way it's experienced. So we must learn the difference between the obvious and
the actual.

But the second thing, God’s delays are not always denials. It's an interesting thing that Jesus does in the next two verses. It’s
incredible. Jn 11:5, “Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. So when He heard that he was sick, he stayed two days
longer in the place He was.” I'm so glad Jn 11:5 came before Jn 11:6, aren’t you? The word “love” in verse 5 is agapao, and it
means to do what is best for somebody no matter how much pain or cost may come in doing it. Jesus knew they were going to be
upset with Him. Jesus understood that, but He was doing what was best for them. He was doing what was not just best for them, but
best for all men.

Jesus was loving them in what he did next. Jn 11:6 was a result of His loving them in Jn 11:5. When we join Jesus in what He’s
doing, we must realize it’s not going to happen according to our time clock. Why? Because we don’t have the big picture. He has the
big picture, and it’s not just going to be for us. It's going to be for the benefit of everyone. God will move when He is ready. He’s
slow, in our calculation, but He’s never late. Have you discovered that yet? He’s right on time, but His timing and ours is rarely ever
the same. He has the greater plan. Therefore, His delays are not necessarily denials. He’s waiting for all the pieces to fit before he
brings them together.

What did He do in loving Martha and Mary? Jn 11:6, “So when He heard he was sick He ran immediately to be with them because
he loved them”? No, “He then stay two days longer in the place where He was.” | just know something about Martha from reading
about her in scripture. I'm sure the anxiety level is very high at this point, maybe almost to the point of an antidepressant. | mean
she is upset, “Jesus now did you hear me when | pray, do you love him? Certainly you love him.” One day, two days, three days,
“Where is He? | thought He cared, He didn’t answer my