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Paul Confronts Cephas
Galatians 2:11

““Magna Charta of spiritual emancipation” Favorite epistle of the Reformers.
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Style or Tone: Vigorous, blunt, aggressive, direct, corrective, urgent, brief, righteous anger, strong words
Theme: Justification by Faith and not by Works of the Law
Author: Paul in large letters (Gal 6:11)

Recipients: Churches in Galatia (Gal 1:2) (Most likely the Southern Region)
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Christ in Galatians: Jesus is the Source and Power for the believer's New Life. (Gal 2:20, 5:16)

CONTRAST OF
GRACE AND LAW

LAW

The law prohibits

The law condemns the sinner

The law says DO

The law says, Continue to be holy

The law curses

The law slays the sinner

The law shuts every mouth before God
The law condemns the best man

The law says, pay what you owe

The law says “the wages of sin is death”

The law says, “the soul that sins shall die”

The law reveals sin

By the law is the knowledge of sin
The law was given by Moses

The law demands obedience

The law was written on stone

The law was done away in Christ

The law puts us under bondage

GRACE

Grace invites and gives

Grace redeems the sinner.

Grace says IT IS DONE.

Grace says, It is finished.

Grace blesses

Grace makes the sinner alive.

Grace opens the mouth to praise God.
Grace saves the worst man.

Grace says, | freely forgive you all.

Grace says, “the gift of God is eternal life.”
Grace says, Believe and live.

Grace atones for sin.

By grace is redemption from sin.

Grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.
Grace bestows and gives power to obey.
Grace is written on the tables of the heart.
Grace abides forever.

Grace sets us in the liberty of the sons of
God.

CONTRASTS IN
GALATIANS
(From Irving Jensen & Merrill Unger)
CHAPTER THE LOWER THE HIGHER
Lost in Adam all die Saved in Christ all live
12 Physically in Adam Spiritually in Christ

Another Gospel (false)
Man's Reasoning

Law Works curse of death
Condemnation by Works
3-4 Servants in Bondage (Defeat)
Old Covenant
(Symbolized by Hagar)

Living in the Flesh
Works of the Flesh
5-6 Falling from grace
World or self object
of glorying

The Genuine Gospel
God's Revelation
Grace Faith blessing of
life
Justification by Faith
Sons in Freedom (Victory)
New Covenant
(Symbolized by Sarah)
Walking by the Spirit
Fruit of the Spirit
Standing Firm in Grace
The Cross the sole object
of glorying

An Outline of Galatians - D Edmond Hiebert
2. How his Gospel was confirmed by the apostles at Jerusalem (2:1-10)

a. The circumstances of its presentation to them (Galatians 2:1-2)
i. The journey to Jerusalem (Galatians 2:1-2a)
ii. The presentation made at Jerusalem (Galatians 2:2b)
b. The outcome of his presentation of his Gospel to them (Galatians 2:3-10)
i. The maintenance of his position, as seen in Titus (Galatians 2:3)
ii. The conflict with the false brethren (Galatians 2:4-5)
a. The presence of the false brethren (Galatians 2:4)
b. The refusal to yield to their demands (Galatians 2:5)
iii. The approval of his Gospel by the Jerusalem leaders (Galatians 2:6-10)
a. Their failure to add anything to his Gospel (Galatians 2:6)
b. Their approval of his Gospel in full (Galatians 2:7-10)
1. The basis of their approval (Galatians 2:7-9a)
2. The expression of their approval (Galatians 2:9b)
3. The one request with their approval (Galatians 2:10)
3. How he rebuked Peter's inconsistent conduct (2:11-21)
a. The circumstances when giving the rebuke (Galatians 2:11-13)
i. The fact of his rebuke of Peter (Galatians 2:11)
ii. The reason for his rebuke of Peter (Galatians 2:12)
iii. The effect of the inconsistent conduct of Peter (Galatians 2:13)
b. The justification for giving the rebuke (Galatians 2:14-21)
i. His question of rebuke to Peter (Galatians 2:14)
ii. His explanation of his doctrinal position (Galatians 2:15-21)
a. The insufficiency of the law (Galatians 2:15-18)
1. The discovery of believing Jews about justification (Galatians 2:15-16)
2. The rejection of a conclusion from Peter's action (Galatians 2:17)

3. The significance of a return to law-works (Galatians 2:18)
b. The new life in Christ (Galatians 2:19-21)

1. The effect of the law led to the new life (Galatians 2:19)

2. The nature of the new life (Galatians 2:20)

3. The grace of God nullified by law-keeping (Galatians 2:21)
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Galatians 2:1 Then after an interval of fourteen years | went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus along also.

Amplified: THEN AFTER [an interval] of fourteen years | again went up to Jerusalem. [This time | went] with Barnabas, taking Titus along with [me] also.
Phillips Fourteen years later, | went up to Jerusalem again, this time with Barnabas, and we took Titus with us.
NET Galatians 2:1 Then after fourteen years | went up to Jerusalem again with Barnabas, taking Titus along too.
GNT Galatians 2:1 merro 81 dekaTeoo pwv TV T AIV v Bnv € ¢ £poo Aupa pet Bopvo aupmapohop v ko T Tov-
Greek - Epeita dia dekatessaron eton palin anebén (AAl) eis Hierosolyma meta Barnaba symparalabon (AAP) kai Titon
NLT Galatians 2:1 Then fourteen years later | went back to Jerusalem again, this time with Barnabas; and Titus came along, too.
KJV Galatians 2:1 Then fourteen years after | went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, and took Titus with me also.
ESV Galatians 2:1 Then after fourteen years | went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus along with me.
ASV Galatians 2:1 Then after the space of fourteen years | went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus also with me.
CSB Galatians 2:1 Then after 14 years | went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus along also.
NIV Galatians 2:1 Fourteen years later | went up again to Jerusalem, this time with Barnabas. | took Titus along also.
NKJ Galatians 2:1 Then after fourteen years | went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, and also took Titus with me.
NRS Galatians 2:1 Then after fourteen years | went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus along with me.
YLT Galatians 2:1 Then, after fourteen years again | went up to Jerusalem with Barnabas, having taken with me also Titus;
NAB Galatians 2:1 Then after fourteen years | again went up to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus along also.
NJB Galatians 2:1 It was not until fourteen years had gone by that | travelled up to Jerusalem again, with Barnabas, and | took Titus with me too.
GWN Galatians 2:1 Then 14 years later | went to Jerusalem again with Barnabas. | also took Titus along.
BBE Galatians 2:1 Then after the space of fourteen years | went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus with me.
YLT Then, after fourteen years again | went up to Jerusalem with Barnabas, having taken with me also Titus;
= Then after an interval of fourteen years: Ga 1:18
= | went up again to Jerusalem: Acts 11:27-30+ or Acts 15:2-4
= Barnabas: Ga 2:13 Ac 4:36,37 11:25,30 12:25 13:2,50 14:12 15:25,36-39 1Co 9:6 Col 4:10

= Titus: Ga 2:3 2Co 8:16,23 Titus 1:4
= Galatians 2 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

PAUL'S JERUSALEM JOURNEY
FOURTEEN YEARS LATER

James Montgomery Boice writes that "Chapter 2 begins a significantly different section of Paul's argument. There is a connection, of course. Paul is still speaking of his apostolic authority. But now he wants to
demonstrate the essential unity existing between himself and the Twelve, whereas in chapter 1 his focus was on his independence from them. There are four important differences between the first ten verses of this
chapter and those preceding it: (1) There is a new subject—not the source of Paul's gospel, but the nature of the gospel itself centered in the issue of circumcision for Gentiles; (2) there is a new aspect of Paul's
relationship to the Twelve—not independence from them, as during the early years of his ministry, but harmony and cooperation; (3) there is a new period of Paul's ministry and of early church history; and (4) there
is a new conclusion—namely, that in the essential content of the gospel and of the plan for missionary activity, Paul and the Twelve were one. (The Expositor's Bible Commentary — Volume 10: Romans through
Galatians - 1977)

Donald Campbell - While chapter 2 continues Paul’s defense of his apostolic authority and the gospel he preached, he focused not on the source of his message but on its content. Further, whereas in chapter 1 he
emphasized his independence from the other apostles, he now demonstrated that there was a basic unity between himself and them. (BKC)

Leon Hyatt summarizes Galatians 2:1-10 - The fifth event Paul mentioned that confirmed he received his doctrine from God and not from men was a visit he made to Jerusalem fourteen years after his conversion.
He said he went to Jerusalem on that occasion because God revealed to him he should go. He took Barnabas and Titus with him to confirm his testimony about the results he was having from preaching the Gospel
to Gentiles. In Galatians 2:1-19, Paul says that, when he got to Jerusalem, he presented his doctrine to three key leaders of the church. Those leaders were James, Cephas (Peter), and John, though others also
were present. James was Jesus’ half-brother and pastor of the church in Jerusalem. Cephas and John were two of Jesus’ twelve apostles. Paul met with them in private because they were recognized as pillars in
the church, and he wanted them to be aware of his understanding of the Gospel before he revealed it to the whole church. He wanted to confirm to them that he was not working in vain but was preaching the truth,
as God had revealed it to Him. When he explained to James, Cephas, and John the Gospel he was preaching, he introduced Titus as evidence that Gentiles were responding to the Gospel. Titus was a young
Greek who had not been circumcised but who had accepted Jesus and was assisting with the work in Antioch. When Paul introduced Titus, some intruders, who had come into the meeting uninvited, objected and
said Titus could not be saved because he had not been circumcised. A debate resulted in which Saul and Barnabas did not yield an inch in holding to their convictions. In the end James, Cephas, and John agreed
that Titus was a true believer and did not need to be circumcised. They also agreed that Saul and Barnabas were preaching the same doctrine they were preaching. They had nothing to add to Saul and Barnabas’
doctrine. They only asked Paul and Barnabas to be sure they did not preach God'’s grace in such a way as to eliminate the importance of caring for the poor. Saul and Barnabas assured them they had that same
concern and that they gladly accepted the advice. James, Cephas, and John shook hands with Saul, Barnabas, and Titus to show that they accepted that Saul and Barnabas were called to preach the Gospel to the
nations (Gentiles), while James, Cephas, and John were called to preach the same Gospel to the Jews. (Galatians 2:1-10 Commentary)

Hansen - In the previous section of his autobiography (Galatians 1:17-24) Paul has been describing the nature of his relationship with the original apostles in Jerusalem to show that he had been commissioned
directly by God, not by the apostles, to preach the gospel to the Gentiles. He has worked independently from them; he is not their messenger boy. In fact his contact with them has been minimal. He did not visit
them until three years after his conversion; and then he spent only two weeks with Peter in Jerusalem in order to get acquainted with him. On that trip to Jerusalem, the only other apostle he saw was James. After
that time he remained unknown to the churches in Judea except for the good reports they heard about his evangelistic work in the provinces of Syria and Cilicia. It was a long time before Paul met again with the
apostles in Jerusalem, not until fourteen years after his conversion, or about eleven years after his first visit (Galatians 2:1). (The IVP New Testament Commentary Series — Galatians 2)

Max Anders says: In chapter 2, Paul informs the Galatian Christians "l am a true apostle, and two proofs demonstrate that my gospel of grace is true. First, it is true because the apostles and leaders in Jerusalem
approved my gospel of grace and authenticated my apostleship. Second, my gospel of grace is true because | confronted and corrected the apostle Peter when he was showing preference to the Judaizers and their
false system of legalism. Such a bond and uncontested act validates my apostolic authority and message." (HNTC-Galatians)

SUMMARY OF PAULS
FIVE VISITS TO JERUSALEM

FIRST VISIT - After he left Damascus and stayed with Peter 15 days (Acts 9:26-30+; Galatians 1:18-20+)
SECOND VISIT - Famine visit with no record of meeting other apostles (Acts 11:27-30+; some favor Galatians 2:1-10 referring to this visit)

THIRD VISIT - The Jerusalem Council (Acts 15:1-29+; some favor Galatians 2:1-10 referring to this visit)
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FOURTH VISIT - At the end of the second missionary journey (Acts 18:22+)
FIFTH VISIT - His final resulted in his arrest and taken to prison in Caesarea (Acts 21:15+ to Acts 23:35+)

Then after an interval of fourteen years - The question is fourteen years after what event - Paul's conversion or his first visit to Jerusalem (Acts 9:26-30+; Galatians 1:18-20+)? There is disagreement among
scholars regarding whether this refers to Paul's SECOND VISIT or his THIRD VISIT to Jerusalem.

KJV Bible Commentary summarizes the two interpretations of fourteen years - If fourteen years after his conversion, it could be his visit recorded in Acts 11:27-30+; but if fourteen after his first visit, it would be
the one recorded in Acts 15:1-6+. Scholars are divided. J. B. Lightfoot and others (ED: JOHN MACARTHUR, HENDRIKSEN, ROBERTSON, J VERNON MCGEE, LENSKI, DE HAAN, GAEBELEIN, BARKER,
JAMIESON) hold to the traditional view (Acts 15:1-6+) but Sir William Ramsay and many contemporary scholars (ED: SWINDOLL, CONSTABLE, RYRIE, DONALD CAMPBELL) hold to the other view (Acts 11:27-
30+). The evidence is not conclusive, so we must be tolerant, and not dogmatic (1 Cor 13:12-13). The exact date is important in establishing the chronology of Paul’'s mission but not in the exposition of his
message. (KJV Commentary)

Criswell say "The phrase "after...fourteen years" may be understood as 14 years from the time of Paul'sconversion, in which case this visit would be equated with the visit to Jerusalem mentioned in Acts 11:29,
30+ at the time of the great famine there (A.D. 46-47+). However, the phrase may also mean 14 years after the last event discussed, which is Paul's first visit to Jerusalem after his conversion (Gal 1:1&). If this be
the case, the meeting described in Galatians 2:1-10 corresponds with the Jerusalem Conference recorded in Acts 15:1-29+ (A.D. 49 or 50). If this latter reconstruction is correct, Paul probably omits the visit to
Jerusalem mentioned in Acts 11 from his discussion in Galatians because he is recounting his contacts with the apostles, with whom he probably did not meet at that time. The difference in the meetings in
Galatians 2 and Acts 15, then, may be due to the fact that ch. 2 describes the private meeting Paul had with the church leaders, while Acts 15 describes the meeting held with the entire church over the matter of
Gentile salvation. (Believer's Study Bible)

Leon Hyatt favors fourteen years after his conversion but adds either way "Paul’s point in referring to the length of time between his conversion and this visit to Jerusalem was to show that he had been preaching
his Gospel for a long time before he went to Jerusalem and explained his doctrine to recognized Christian leaders."

Don Anderson also favors Galatians 2 as occurring at the Jerusalem Council and gives us a six point summary to help keep the chronology of events straight...

1. The DAMASCUS ROAD experience.

2. He then went away into ARABIA—some 50 to 75 miles east of Damascus.

3. He came back to DAMASCUS for the rest of the three-year period involved in this whole operation and ministry in the north.

4. He then went to JERUSALEM for a two-week retreat. This was 130 miles southwest of Damascus; and there he met with Peter and James, the brother of our Lord.

5. He then went north and homeward bound to SYRIA and CILICIA. Because of opposition in Jerusalem he went 60 miles northwest to Caesarea and there he took a boat for the 300 mile trip north to his home
territory, Tarsus of Cilicia.

6. After FOURTEEN YEARS, he then returned to JERUSALEM. (Read Acts 14:26-15:4+) (Note)

| went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus along also- The Greek word for 'with" is meta which in context conveys the sense of Barnabas "as colleague and fellow worker, being an equal in age
and experience." (Vine)

= See Map of Paul's Conversion and Post-Conversion events - copyright Holman, do not copy

Spurgeon - He went up to Jerusalem lest he might be misrepresented and thought to be a teacher of some novel doctrine, and not one at heart with the rest of the brotherhood. We must be careful not to create
misunderstandings by holding too much aloof from other believers.

John Phillips has an interesting comment on Barnabas - "Barnabas was a thoroughly likeable man. He was the kind of man for whom the Bible says that other men would die. "Scarcely for a righteous man will
one die," Paul wrote, "yet peradventure for a good man some would even dare to die" (Rom. 5:7). Quite possibly, he had Barnabas in mind when he wrote that verse because Barnabas was "a good man, and full of
the Holy Ghost" (Acts 11:24).....Barnabas knew nothing of jealousy. He must have known that Paul would soon eclipse him, no matter what the enterprise or where the place. Spurgeon once wrote, "It takes more
grace than | can tell, to play the second fiddle well." He could have been describing Barnabas. Barnabas and Paul became the first church-sent foreign missionaries of the gospel age. Together, they pioneered and
suffered and triumphed in Cyprus and Galatia. The Galatians, of course, knew Barnabas as a good, godly, gracious, and gifted brother." (Exploring Galatians: An Expository Commentary)

Went up again to Jerusalem - Why Jerusalem? Jerusalem was the hub of Christianity at that time and all the original Apostle’s were there. Paul knewWillie Sutton's law to "go where the money was" (so to
speak).

Jack Arnold explains that one of the reasons Paul went up to Jerusalem was "to demonstrate that the Gospel he was preaching to the Gentiles was the same Gospel the Apostles were preaching to the Jews." tef)
Earlier Paul had emphasized "the Gospel which was preached by me is not according to man." (Gal 1:11+)

Went up (305)(anabaino from ana = upwards, up, as a pref. denotes up, again, back + basis = a foot) means to go up, to ascend, cause to ascend from a lower to a higher place.Click for full definition at bottom
of page.

A T Robertson says of Titus "his very presence was a challenge to the Judaizers, since he was a Greek Christian."

Martin Luther - Paul chose two witnesses, Barnabas and Titus. Barnabas had been Paul’s preaching companion to the Gentiles. Barnabas was an eye-witness of the fact that the Holy Ghost had come upon the
Gentiles in response to the simple preaching of faith in Jesus Christ. Barnabas stuck to Paul on this point, that it was not necessary for the Gentiles to be bothered with the Law as long as they believed in Christ.
Titus was superintendent of the churches in Crete, having been placed in charge of the churches by Paul. Titus was a former Gentile.

Taking....along (aorist active participle) (4838) (sumparalambano from sun/syn = together [speaks of intimacy] + paralambano = to take to, to join to oneself frompara = alongside, beside + lambano = to take,
receive) means to take along with oneself as a companion on a journey. This is the verb used in Acts 15:37-38+ of the disagreement between Paul and Barnabas about Mark.

W E Vine comments that "taking along" is "one word in original, sumparalamband, used elsewhere only of John Mark, Acts 12:25; 15:37, 38. Paul makes a difference (distinction) thus betweerBarnabas who went
with him, and Titus whom he took with him. The younger man (Titus) was subordinate to the older men, an assistant and attendant, Acts 13:5, rather than a colleague." (Collected Writings)

Sumparalambano - 4x in 3v -
Acts 12:25 And Barnabas and Saul returned from Jerusalem when they had fulfilled their mission, taking along with them John, who was also called Mark.

Acts 15:37 Barnabas wanted totake John, called Mark, along with them also. 38 But Paul kept insisting that they should nottake him along who had deserted them in Pamphylia and had not
gone with them to the work.

Galatians 2:1 Then after an interval of fourteen years | went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus along also.
Sumparalambano - 2x in Septuagint (Lxx) - Ge 19:17, Job 1:4

Genesis 19:17 When they had brought them outside, one said, "Escape for your life! Do not look behind you, and do not stay anywhere in the valley; escape to the mountains, or yowill be
swept away (Lxx = sumparalambano - taken along with the citizens of Sodom and Gomorrah).

TITUS A TRUSTED AND
BELOVED CO-WORKER

Phil Newton explains that "At the heart of the Galatian controversy was the teaching that faith alone in Christ alone was not sufficient for salvation. A Gentile convert must also be circumcised in order to be saved.
The Judaizers obviously claimed that this was the authoritative Gospel taught in Jerusalem. So just in case there was a question mark about the power of the Gospel to save those who were not circumcised, Paul
took Titus along with him to Jerusalem. Teaching circumcision for salvation was not really an issue among Jewish converts because they were already circumcised. But now this addition of Gentile converts created
a problem with those Jews who had superficially embraced the Gospel. They still clung to their circumcision and obedience to the ceremonial law as part of their righteousness before God." (Galatians 2:1-10
Affirming the Gospel Message)

Titus - His name occurs 13x in 12v (below). You can discern a great deal about the character of the manTitus by scanning the following passages and this will help you understand why Paul took him to Jerusalem.
As stated earlier the fact that Titus was an uncircumcised Gentile would also serve as a "test case" to validate that the Gospel message was faith in Jesus, not faith in Jesus plus anything (including circumcision).

2 Corinthians 2:13 | had no rest for my spirit, not finding Titus my brother (BROTHER IN CHRIST); but taking my leave of them, | went on to Macedonia.

2 Corinthians 7:6 But God, who comforts the depressed, comforted us by the coming ofTitus.... 13 For this reason we have been comforted. And besides our comfort, we rejoiced even much
more for the joy of Titus, because his spirit has been refreshed by you all....14 For if in anything | have boasted to him about you, | was not put to shame; but as we spoke all things to you in
truth, so also our boasting before Titus proved to be the truth.

2 Corinthians 8:6 So we urged Titus that as he had previously made a beginning, so he would also complete in you this gracious work as well.... 16 But thanks be to God who puts the same
earnestness on your behalf in the heart of Titus.... 23 As for Titus, he is my partner (koinonos) and fellow worker (sunergos) among you; as for our brethren, they are messengers of the
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churches, a glory to Christ.

2 Corinthians 12:18 | urged Titus to go, and | sent the brother with him. Titus did not take any advantage of you, did he? Did we not conduct ourselves in the same spirit and walk in the same
steps?

Galatians 2:1 Then after an interval of fourteen years | went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus along also.... 3 But not even Titus, who was with me, though he was a Greek,
was compelled to be circumcised.

2 Timothy 4:10+ for Demas, having loved this present world, has deserted me and gone to Thessalonica; Crescens has gone to Galatia,Titus to Dalmatia.

Comment: These are Paul's last recorded words before he was martyred and we see that Titus persevered in the faith in contrast to men like Demas who deserted Paul and presumably the
faith he had once professed.

Titus 1:4+ To Titus, my true child in a common faith: Grace and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Savior. For this reason | left you in Crete, that you would set in order what
remains and appoint elders in every city as | directed you." (In short, Paul entrusted the churches in Crete to Titus!)

TAKING TWO
"SIMPATICOS"

The definition of simpatico means having compatible temperaments and pleasing qualities enabling the individuals to get along and show mutual understanding to one another. When you are going into what could
be a "lion's den” (filled with "Judaizers!") you should consider taking along individuals who are "simpatico!"

Jack Arnold observes that "Paul took two companions with him for a definite purpose. His purpose was to test or to challenge the Apostles in Jerusalem concerning the real meaning of the gospel of grace. Paul
wanted to make sure that false teaching of the Judaizers, who also had their headquarters in Jerusalem, was not rubbing off on the Apostles. One companion was Barnabas who was a Jew and was preaching the
gospel of grace to Gentiles, as was Paul, and with great success. The other companion was Titus, who was an uncircumcised Gentile, converted to Christ through the gospel of grace. Paul took Titus to Jerusalem
as a test case for the whole issue of salvation by grace apart from circumcision. With Titus, Paul was forcing the issue of grace to come out in the open so it could be dealt with by all the Apostles. Paul’s plan was
to have the Judaizers rebuked by all the Apostles for teaching false doctrine. The Judaizers taught that circumcision was necessary for a person to be saved, but Titus was a living example that this belief was
totally false. Paul was a manipulator in a good sense, for he set up the Judaizers by bringing Titus as a litmus test of true salvation. Paul set up a situation which would bring confrontation so the truth of salvation
by grace through faith in Christ alone would refute the false teaching of salvation through the Mosiac Law. Leaders often work behind the scenes to bring about a positive conclusion in a large group. This is why
leaders are often accused of manipulation. This stigma goes with being a leader. (Sermon)

Related Resources at bottom of this page:

= Excursus on Barnabas- Son of Encouragement

= DEVOTIONALS RELATED TO BARNABAS SON OF ENCOURAGEMENT

= BACKGROUND FOR PAUL'S LETTER TO THE GALATIANS Charles Swindoll Insight for Living

= WHO ARE THE RECIPIENTS OF PAUL'S LETTER TO THE GALATIANS? Bruce Wilkinson, Kenneth Boa
= TIMING OF PAUL'S TRIP TO JERUSALEM Phil Newton

= Theological Journal Articles that go into more detail

A SHORT EXCURSUS ON THE VALUE OF OBSERVING AND INTERROGATING WORDS LIKE "THEN"- Let me digress for a moment in the interest of encouraging you to read the Bible inductively. Be alert to
this "time sensitive" word which means subsequently or soon afterward. Then reveals the timing or sequence of events and answers the 5W/H question "When?" And so to reiterate when used as an expression
of time or "time phrase", then marks that which is next in order of time, soon after that, following next after in order of position, narration or enumeration; being next in a series. Observinghen can be very useful in
following the course of events in a section, especially in eschatological (prophetic) passages - e.g., in Nebuchadnezzar's dream there are several occurrences (in the NAS) - Da 2:35, Da 2:39, Da 2:40, Da 2:46, Da
2:48. Compare the uses of then in the Olivet Discourse - Mt 24:9, Mt 24:14, 16, 21, 23, 30 (2 uses!), etc Every time you encounter a TIME PHRASE you should pause and ask "When type" questions like -- "What
time is it? What happens next? Why does this happen now?, etc". Remember that the answer will often be apparent only by examining the context or surrounding passages. Mark expressions of time with a circle
orclock (I use a green clock throughout my Bible and recommend Pigma Micron pens to keep from bleeding through the pages) in your Bible margin. | use Micron 01 size / .25 mm which is a fine point and
excellent for marking the text. The Micron 005 creates an even finer line but the thin tip is easily bent. Several useful colors are available in a six pack of 0.20 mm (Black, Red, Blue, Green, Brown, Purple). These
pens are not cheap but last for many months in my experience.

If I might, allow me to make one more "poetic plea" to emphasize the need of us all to hone our skills ofObservation the foundation of all fruitful Inductive Bible Study. Although Rudyard Kipling was not referring to
Inductive Bible Study when he wrote his poem Six Honest Serving-Men, we can ponder the parallel principle poetically phrased...

| keep six honest serving-men

(They taught me all | knew);

Their names are What and Why and When
And How and Where and Who.

| send them over land and sea,

| send them east and west;

But after they have worked for me,

| give them all a rest.

Kipling gives sound "Biblical" advice, except for his last line. Beloved, make it the goal of your life tonever "give them all a rest but instead daily "Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman
who does not need to be ashamed, handling accurately the word of truth." (2 Timothy 2:15+) Most students of Scripture do not see the "gold nuggets" of truth in passages and paragraphs, because they do not
know what to look for. One way you will learn what to look for is byasking the right questions. Questions will bring details to our attention.

Galatians 2:2 It was because of a revelation that | went up; and | submitted to them the gospel which | preach among the Gentiles, but | did so in private to those who were of reputation, for fear that |
might be running, or had run, in vain.

Amplified: | went because it was specially and divinely revealed to me that | should go, and | put before them the Gospel [declaring to them that] which | preach among the Gentiles. However,
[I presented the matter] privately before those of repute, [for | wanted to make certain, by thus at first confining my communication to this private conference] that | was not running or had not
run in vain [guarding against being discredited either in what | was planning to do or had already done].

Phillips My visit on this occasion was by divine command, and | gave a full exposition of the Gospel which | preach among the Gentiles. | did this first in private conference with the church
leaders, to make sure that what | had done and proposed doing was acceptable to them.

Wuest - And | went up in accordance with a revelation. And | laid before them for their consideration, the gospel which | am preaching among the Gentiles, but privately to those of recognized
eminence, lest by any means | should be running or had run in vain. (Eerdmans Publishing)

NET | went there because of a revelation and presented to them the gospel that | preach among the Gentiles. But | did so only in a private meeting with the influential people, to make sure that
| was not running— or had not run—in vain.

NLT | went there because God revealed to me that | should go. While | was there | met privately with those considered to be leaders of the church and shared with them the message | had
been preaching to the Gentiles. | wanted to make sure that we were in agreement, for fear that all my efforts had been wasted and | was running the race for nothing.

GNT Galatians 2:2 v Bnv d KOT TTOK AUYIV- KX VEB PNV &TO G T € Yy AoV Knp 00w Vv 10 § Bvediv, KaT d av & TO G OOKO OIv, J TTWG E GKEV VTP XW  OPOHOV.

Greek transliterated: anebén (AAl) de kata (according to) apokalypsin kai anethemén (AMI) autois to euangelion ho kérysso (PAl) en (among) tois ethnesin kat' idian de (moreover) tois
dokousin (PAP) mé (lest) pos (hardly) eis kenon trechd (PAS = | should be running) & edramon (AAI - have run).

KJV Galatians 2:2 And | went up by revelation, and communicated unto them that gospel which | preach among the Gentiles, but privately to them which were of reputation, lest by any means
I'should run, or had run, in vain.

ESV Galatians 2:2 | went up because of a revelation and set before them (though privately before those who seemed influential) the gospel that | proclaim among the Gentiles, in order to
make sure | was not running or had not run in vain.

ASV Galatians 2:2 And | went up by revelation; and | laid before them the gospel which | preach among the Gentiles but privately before them who were of repute, lest by any means | should
be running, or had run, in vain.
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CSB Galatians 2:2 | went up according to a revelation and presented to them the gospel | preach among the Gentiles-- but privately to those recognized as leaders-- so that | might not be
running, or have run the race, in vain.

NIV Galatians 2:2 | went in response to a revelation and set before them the gospel that | preach among the Gentiles. But | did this privately to those who seemed to be leaders, for fear that |
was running or had run my race in vain.

NKJ Galatians 2:2 And | went up by revelation, and communicated to them that gospel which | preach among the Gentiles, but privately to those who were of reputation, lest by any means |
might run, or had run, in vain.

NRS Galatians 2:2 | went up in response to a revelation. Then | laid before them (though only in a private meeting with the acknowledged leaders) the gospel that | proclaim among the
Gentiles, in order to make sure that | was not running, or had not run, in vain.

YLT Galatians 2:2 and | went up by revelation, and did submit to them the good news that | preach among the nations, and privately to those esteemed, lest in vain | might run or did run;

NAB Galatians 2:2 | went up in accord with a revelation, and | presented to them the gospel that | preach to the Gentiles-- but privately to those of repute-- so that | might not be running, or
have run, in vain.

NJB Galatians 2:2 My journey was inspired by a revelation and there, in a private session with the recognised leaders, | expounded the whole gospel that | preach to the gentiles, to make
quite sure that the efforts | was making and had already made should not be fruitless.

GWN Galatians 2:2 | went in response to a revelation from God. | showed them the way | spread the Good News among people who are not Jewish. | did this in a private meeting with those
recognized as important people to see whether all my efforts had been wasted.

BBE Galatians 2:2 And | went up by revelation; and | put before them the good news which | was preaching among the Gentiles, but privately before those who were of good name, so that the
work which | was or had been doing might not be without effect.

= It was because of a revelation that | went up Ac 16:9,10 18:9 23:11

= and | submitted to them the gospel which | preach among the Gentiles Ga 2:9 1:16 Ac 15:4,12 1Co 1:23 2:2
= | did so in private to those who were of reputation Ga 2:6,9 Ec 10:1 Ac 5:34 Php 2:29

= for fear that | might be running, or had run, in vain Mt 10:16 1Co 9:26 Php 2:16 1Th 3:5

= Galatians 2 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

PAUL'S MISSION:
A DIVINE REVELATION

It was because of a revelation that | went up- Amplified - " | went because it was specially and divinely revealed to me that | should go." Paul did not go to Jerusalem because he was summoned by men or sent
by men but because of a divine revelation (cp Acts 9:3-6+, Acts 22:17-18+). We see a similar testimony by Paul in Gal 1:12+ explaining "I neither received it (THE GOSPEL) from man, nor was | taught it, but |
received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ."

Hansen - Acts reports that Paul received guidance by revelation in several different ways: through prophets (Acts 11:28; Acts 21:10-11), by the Holy Spirit (Acts 13:2; Acts 16:6-7; Acts 20:22-23; Acts 21:4), in
dream visions (Acts 16:9; Acts 18:9-10; Acts 23:11; Acts 27:23-24) and in estatic trances (Acts 22:17-21; see also 2 Cor 12:2-4). (IVP Galatians 2 Commentary)

Donald Campbell adds that Paul "went because God directed him to, not because the Jerusalem leaders had summoned him or called him “on the carpet” for preaching to the Gentiles." The Bible Knowledge
Commentary)

If this visit refers to Paul's THIRD visit to Jerusalem to attend the "Jerusalem Council," it is another evidence that our Omniscient God knew that the early church was in imminent danger of perverting the Gospel by
adding works to faith. And so in a sense "in the fullness of time", at the right time, God called on His "man Friday" to go and give a defense of the Gospel of grace to co unter "another gospel" that was really not a
Gospel at all (Gal 1:7+). God's timing is always perfect!

MacArthur feels that Paul emphasizes "the divine commissioning of his visit in order to refute any suggestion by thedudaizers that they had sent Paul to Jerusalem to have the apostles correct his
doctrine.....During the previous seventeen years he had preached the Gospel without any human instruction, his message having been given to him entirely by God's direct revelation (Gal. 1:11-12, 16—
17)." (MacArthur New Testament Commentary — Galatians)

John Phillips adds that Paul "had certainly not gone, cap in hand, to seek some kind of authorization for his ministry from the apostles and elders of the church in Jerusalem. He had gone to force the issue and to
fight for Gentile independence from Judaism and the Mosaic Law." (Exploring Galatians: An Expository Commentary)

Revelation (602)(apokalupsis from ap6 = from + kalipto = cover, conceal, English = apocalypse) literally means cover from and so the idea is to remove that which conceals something. Apokalupsis conveys the
idea of "taking the lid off" and means to remove the cover and expose to open view that which was heretofore not visible, known or disclosed. It means to make manifest or reveal a thing previously secret or
unknown. It describes removing of a veil (an unveiling) or covering thus exposing to open view what was concealed. In all its uses, revelation refers to something or someone, once hidden, becoming visible and
now made fully known.

George Duncan - When Paul adds, by way of parenthesis, that this visit was paid [Gal 2:2a] in consequence of a revelation which had come to him, he wants to make it clear that no mere personal motive lay
behind the visit. If he did see the Jerusalem ‘authorities’ and confer with them, it was not to seek any ruling from them that he went. Revelations meant much in the life of the apostle (cf. 2 Cor. 12:1)—not merely as
mystical experiences but as indications of the divine will. Acts shows how many of the great decisions of his missionary career were taken as the result of divine ‘guidance’ (e.g. Acts 13:2; 16:6, 7; 20:22). In
particular we may recall that on his previous visit to Jerusalem he had received a revelation to quit the Holy City, for his witness would not be received there and his destined work was among the Gentiles (Acts
22:17-21); and it was therefore natural that he should not wish to return until another revelation authorized him to do so. (The Moffatt New Testament Commentary. London: Hodder and Stoughton 1934).

Went up (305)see preceding discussion of anabaino. When one goes to Jerusalem (on a hill) the NT almost always says "went up" or "go up." If you have ever been to Jerusalem you remember ascending that
winding road up to the Holy City of God.

And | submitted to them the gospel which | preach among the Gentiles- TDNT says the verb submitted in this context means Paul expounding the Gospel to them "with the request for counsel, approval or
decision.” The point is that he did not go to find out what to preach or to be corrected. He knew he had the truth of the Gospel "through a revelation of Jesus Christ" (Gal 1:12+) and sought their affirmation that it was
the same Gospel which they had been preaching in Jerusalem and beyond.

Martin Luther - “The believing Jews, however, could not get it through their heads that circumcision was not necessary for salvation. They were encouraged in their wrong attitude by the false apostles. The result
was that the people were up in arms against Paul and his doctrine.” (Galatians 2 Commentary)

Submitted (aorist middle indicative)(394)(anatithemi from ana = up, again, back + histemi = to place, put or lay) is a verb which literally means to set up or lay up (literal sense in Lxx of 2 Sa 6:17 = "set it in its
place") or to set apart (this sense in Lxx of Lev 27:28 = "anything which a man sets apart [dedicates] to the LORD"). Anatithemi is only used in the middle voice in the NT and means to set forth or lay a matter
before someone for their consideration or to communicate with a view to consultation. Anatithemi is the root of the noun anathema (334) which refers to a consecrated gift hung up or laid up in a temple (Luke
21:5+) Friberg - (1) as setting forth one’s cause declare, refer to (for counsel) (Acts 25.14+); (2) as giving additional information with a request for consideration explain, communicate, put before (Gal 2.2) (Borrow
Analytical Lexicon of the Greek New Testament) TDNT - “to set forth, impart or communicate one’s cause” (At 25:14+); “to expound with the request for counsel, approval or decision” (Gal 2:2). The only other NT
use of anatithemi is in Acts 25:14+ where Luke records "While they were spending many days there, Festuslaid Paul's case before the king, saying, "There is a man who was left as a prisoner by Felix." There
are 6 uses of anatithemi in the Septuagint - Lev. 27:28, 29; 1 Sa 31:10; 2 Sa 6:17; Mic. 4:13; 7:5

Paul used the related longer form (prosanatithemi - to lay any matter before others with a view to obtaining advice or instruction) of this verb in Gal 1:16.) emphasizing that he "did not immediately consult with
flesh and blood."

Phil Newton - To make such a submission implies that Paul laid the gospel before them for their consideration. It may have been that he had capsuled his gospel in writing and presented it to them. But more than
likely, he outlined verbally to the key apostles the contents of the gospel which he preached. | do not think we should get the idea that Paul went in with fear and trembling. He was quite confident in the gospel
which he preached, for he "received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ." Paul was not concerned about his gospel preaching as much as he was concerned about what was being preached in Jerusalem! He
wanted to make sure that they were "running" together in gospel proclamation. He viewed their task as a race in which they were moving forward in declaring the message of the Kingdom. (Galatians 2:1-10
Affirming the Gospel Message)

Gospel (2098)(euaggelion from et = good + aggéllo = proclaim, tell) is literally good news or glad tidings. In modern secular use Gospel has an interesting meaning of something accepted as infallible truth or as a
guiding principle (e.g., such and such is "the Gospel truth"). This is not a bad Biblical definition either and one for which Paul is writing to Galatians.

Newton adds that "The message of the gospel centers on what God has done in Jesus Christ to deliver sinners from the justice of divine wrath. It points to a holy, sovereign God and sinful, depraved humanity that
exists completely at enmity with God. Then God came to man in the Incarnation. He took on humanity, fulfilled the Law on behalf of sinners so that sinners might receive the imputation of His righteousness for
their standing with God. And more so, Jesus Christ satisfied all of the righteous demands of God toward sinners, bearing His own wrath in His body upon the cross, so that the enmity between us and God might be
removed; that we might be reconciled to God, being made heirs forever. He rose from the dead and unites us with Him in resurrection power, with the promise that one day we will be raised eternally with Him. We


http://www.preceptaustin.org/galatians-1-commentary#1:12
http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/index.php?action=getChapterSections&cid=7&source=1&schap=2
https://www.amazon.com/Bible-Knowledge-Commentary-Exposition-Scriptures/dp/0882078127
http://www.preceptaustin.org/galatians-1-commentary#1:7
https://www.amazon.com/Galatians-MacArthur-Testament-Commentary-Book-ebook/dp/B0039W58H6
https://www.amazon.com/Exploring-Galatians-John-Phillips-Commentary/dp/0825433975
http://studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=602
http://www.preceptaustin.org/1_peter_17#revelation
http://www.studylight.org/lexicons/greek/gwview.cgi?n=305
https://archive.org/details/theologicaldicti0000unse
http://studylight.org/commentaries/mlg/view.cgi?book=ga&chapter=002
http://studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=394
http://www.preceptaustin.org/galatians-2-commentary#submit
http://www.studylight.org/lexicons/greek/gwview.cgi?n=334
https://archive.org/details/analyticallexico0000frib
https://archive.org/details/theologicaldicti0000unse
http://www.preceptaustin.org/galatians-2-commentary#submit
http://www.preceptaustin.org/galatians-2-commentary#submit
http://www.preceptaustin.org/galatians-1-commentary#c
http://www.preceptaustin.org/galatians-1-commentary#1:16
https://web.archive.org/web/20220616061818/http://archive.southwoodsbc.org/sermons/galatians_02.01-10.php
http://studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=2098
http://www.preceptaustin.org/philippians_13-5#gospel%20euaggelion

receive all that Christ accomplished through faith alone in Him and His finished work. Nothing can be added to this, nor is anything necessary, for Jesus Christ finished all that God demanded for our eternal
salvation. Neither circumcision, nor baptism, nor church membership, nor observance of the sacraments, nor adherence to the Law can add one drop of righteousness to our standing with God. For in Jesus
Christ, our standing is complete! Through faith alone in Jesus Christ alone we are justified before God. We can disagree about many things within the local church and within the broader scope of Christian
churches. But we have no room to disagree on the gospel. That was the essence of what Paul was addressing in Jerusalem. There are plenty of wonderful brethren with whom we cannot dot the same
‘i's' and cross the same 't's' on non-essential areas of teaching. But we stand together on the gospel! My great concern is for those who call themselves evangelical Christians and gospel preachers, yet they
convolute the gospel of Jesus Christ. When they substitute some outward movement for faith in Jesus Christ and His atoning death, then they convolute the gospel. When they claim that praying a particular prayer
will save you, they have failed to leave a person with the sufficiency of the cross of Christ to remove our enmity with God. When they claim that your trip down a church aisle at their beckoning is what you need to
do to be saved, then they have detracted from the sufficiency of the gospel and its power to save. When we examine the methods that have confused the message of the gospel in our day, we find much of what
professes to be the gospel lacking the very gospel it professes! Let us not hesitate to examine the message we speak or hear, lest the cross of Christ and the necessity of faith alone be pushed aside for showy
manipulation of carnal minds. (Galatians 2:1-10 Affirming the Gospel Message)

Preach (2784)(kerusso from kerux/keryx = a herald - one who acts as the medium of the authority of one who proclamation he makes kerugma = the thing preached or the message) means to proclaim (publicly)
or to herald or act as a public crier - the town official who would make a proclamation in a public gathering. Kerusso was used of the official whose duty it was to proclaim loudly and extensively the coming of an
earthly king, even as our gospel is to clearly announce the coming of the King of kings and Lord of lords (Rev 19:1G)! Wuest adds that preachin the present tense emphasizes "that Paul was still
(CONTINUALLY) preaching grace." (Galatians Commentary)

MacArthur agrees that this refers to the Gospel which he had always preached among the Gentiles, "the gospel of salvation by God’s sovereign grace through man’s penitent faith-a gospel utterly contrary to the
works-righteous belief of the Judaizers that “unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved” (Acts 15:1)." (MacArthur New Testament Commentary — Galatians)

A T Robertson comments that "The decision reached by this group (OF REPUTATION) would shape the decision of the public conference in the adjourned meeting (HE IS REFERRING TO THE JERUSALEM
COUNCIL - Acts 15:1-29+)....It was of the utmost importance that they should see eye to eye. TheJudaizers were assuming that the twelve apostles and James the Lord’s brother would side with them against Paul
and Barnabas."

But | did so in private to those who were of reputation- Phillips' paraphrase - "I did this first in private conference with the church leaders" "The general communication to the Jerusalem Christians was
accompanied by a private consultation with the leaders. Not that a different subject was discussed in private, but that the discussion was deeper and more detailed than would have befitted the whole body of
Christians." (Marvin Vincent)

Phillips comments that "Paul's first concern, upon arriving in Jerusalem, had been to secure a private meeting with the acknowledged leaders of the Jerusalem church. This was simple common sense. It is far
easier to arrive at a consensus when a few fair-minded and intelligent people sit down together to discuss an issue than it is to carry the day with a crowd. Paul, Barnabas, Peter, John, and James, the Lord's
brother, in conference together, could pray, meditate, wait upon the Holy Spirit, reason, discuss, disagree, and seek calmly and rationally to find common ground." (Exploring Galatians: An Expository Commentary)

Those who were of reputation - That is, the Jewish leaders who were well thought of (see Wuest's note below) and he names three - Cephas, John and James, the Lord’s brother (the other James has been
martyred by Herod Acts 12:1f+).

Wuest explains that this phrase were of reputation is the verb "dokeo which in its intransitive use means, “to seem, to be accounted, reputed.” Thus the phrase could be rendered, ‘to those who were reputed’ men
of recognized position such as James, Peter, and John. The idea is “to men of eminence” We have the idea repeated in Gal 2:6 and Gal 2:9, in the phrases ‘those who were of highreputation” and “who were
reputed to be pillars." (Galatians Commentary)

Vincent on were of reputation - Paul recognises the honorable position of the three and their rightful claim to respect Galatians 2 Commentary - Greek Word Studies)

The preacher of the gospel is pictured as a runner of a race concerned about his eventual success or failure in the race

For fear that | might be running, or had run, in vain.- Amplified - "I wanted to make certain, by thus at first confining my communication to this private conference] that | was not running or had not run in vain
[guarding against being discredited either in what | was planning to do or had already done]." This athletic metaphor of a stadium foot race is a reference to Paul's missionary efforts among the Gentiles and
reminds us of Paul's last words "I have fought the good fight, | have finished the course (RACE), | have kept the faith;" (2 Ti 4:7+).

Jack Arnold - Why did Paul fear running in vain? He preached doing away with circumcision, and Jews and Gentiles had to approach God on the same basis—by faith in Christ. If the apostles did not accept his
Gospel, there would be a separation in the church, making a Gentile and Jewish church, and unity would be impossible. He did not fear his Gospel preaching was in vain, but feared his work of bringing the two
groups together would be in vain. (Sermon)

Campbell explains had run in vain - "If the Jerusalem leaders insisted on circumcision and other requirements of the Law for Gentile converts, Paul’s labor (running) among the Gentiles wasin vain. It was not that
the apostle had any doubts or misgivings about the gospel he had preached for 14 years (Gal. 2:1), but that he feared that his past and present ministry might be hindered or rendered of no effect by the Judaizers."
(The Bible Knowledge Commentary)

Phil Newton on had run in vain - What Paul meant was not that he had failed to understand the gospel or had possibly preached the wrong gospel. But instead, in the joint race of gospel ministry, he might have
found himself alone, with all of the others getting side-tracked by changing the gospel message. He might have found his fruit, the Galatian converts and others, being led away by the Judaizers for a false gospel.
If the heart of the early church, the Jerusalem Christians, could not support his gospel preaching, then the Judaizers would have just what they needed to divert these young converts into their false teaching. So
Paul submits the gospel to the leading apostles for their evaluation and for their confirmation, so that they might be running together in the unity of the gospel....We may have the same tag with them
but we do not have unity with them apart from the gospel. This is why it is a futile effort on the part of some evangelicals to be united with the Roman Catholic Church. A number of leading evangelicals persist in
trying to find some common ground for unity with Catholics. But unless we can agree on the gospel, we have no ground for unity. John Armstrong put it like this: The problem is not that there are no true believers
within the Roman Catholic Church. That has never been the debate. God is the final judge of who, whether Roman Catholic or evangelical, is genuinely trusting Christ alone for salvation. The problem is that those
who affirm the theological beliefs of the Roman Catholic Church do not have a Gospel that is biblical. We must share the Gospel with lost evangelicals but we must make sure it is the Gospel that we are

preaching to them, not the gospel of Rome, which is no gospel at all [Viewpoint. Jan.-Feb., 1998, vol. 2. no. 1. 8. ((Galatians 2:1-10 Affirming the Gospel Message)

Hendriksen on ruin in vain - If, while Paul was preaching the gospel of justification by faith, without the works of the law, the other apostles, though in principle agreeing with him, would have been “soft” in their
attitude toward those who seriously questioned the rightness of his convictions and of his preaching, the cause of mission work among the Gentiles would have been seriously undermined. The effectiveness of that
which Paul had been doing in the past and was still doing would have been decisively weakened.

Luther adds - Not that Paul himself ever thought he had run in vain. However, many did think that Paul had preached the Gospel in vain, because he kept the Gentiles free from the yoke of the Law. The opinion
that obedience to the Law was mandatory unto salvation was gaining ground. Paul meant to remedy this evil. By this conference he hoped to establish the identity of his Gospel with that of the other apostles, to
stop the talk of his opponents that he had been running around in vain.

Wiersbe adds that "Had Paul been unwilling to wage this spiritual warfare, the church in the first century might have become only a Jewish sect, preaching a mixture of Law and grace. But because of Paul's
courage, the Gospel was kept free from legalism, and it was carried to the Gentiles with great blessing. (adding that "had run in vain") "does not mean that Paul was unsure either of his message or his
ministry....What he was concerned about was the future of the Gospel among the Gentiles, because this was his specific ministry from Christ. If the “pillars” (Gal 2:9) sided with the Judaizers, or tried to compromise,
then Paul’s ministry would be in jeopardy. He wanted to get their approval before he faced the whole assembly; otherwise a three-way division could result." (Bible Exposition Commentary)

Compare other allusions by Paul to running or laboring in vain:
= 1 Corinthians 9:26+ Therefore | run in such a way, as not without aim; | box in such a way, as not beating the air;

= Philippians 2:16+ holding fast the word of life, so that in the day of Christ | may have cause to glory because | did notun in vain nor toil in vain.
= 1 Thessalonians 3:5+ For this reason, when | could endure it no longer, | also sent to find out about your faith, for fear that the tempter might have tempted you, andour labor should be in vain.

Peter Kennedy - The Race - Galatians 2:2

When Herb Elliott was sixteen he had run the mile in four minutes, twenty-two seconds. Coach Percy Cerutty saw Elliott run and told him he could help him to knock off a half a minute. "Son," Cerutty said, "do you
know what it takes to run a mile under four minutes? Do you know what it is to run until you can hardly stand up, to suck in hot air until you're almost unconscious? Do you know what it is to run that kind of race?"
Elliott responded, "I don't care what it takes; | want to run the mile under four minutes."

In less than eighteen months of training, Herb Elliott ran his first sub-four-minute mile and in the same year he set a new world record for the mile and the 1,500 meters. In a period of twelve days in 1958 Elliott ran
three 1,500-meter races and two sub-four-minute miles.

It is 1960; Rome, ltaly; the Olympic Games; the 1,500 meter race: Elliott falls in behind the leaders. At 1,000 meters he moves easily in front of the pack. At the backstretch, Elliott sees Cerutty in the stands waving
a white towel. This is the signal that Elliot is on course for a new world record. Elliott responds with a burst of speed and finishes with a world record of 3:35.6.

Do you respond to Christ as you run the r of faith? Today in prayer give thanks that Christ Jesus gives you the grace to run your course and finish the race.

"The gospel preached by Paul in the early years was the gospel still being preached by him years later."—James Montgomery Boice - From Generation to Generation

JUDAIZERS
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R David Rightmire

Judaizers - Those who adopted Jewish religious practices or sought to influence others to do so. The Greek verbioudaizo [ Esther 8:17) and once in the New Testament (Galatians 2:14). In the Septuagint this verb
is used in relation to the Gentiles in Persia who adopted Jewish practices in order to avoid the consequences of Esther's decree (Esther 8:13 ), which permitted Jews to avenge the wrongs committed against them.
The Septuagint not only uses ioudaizo to translate the Hebrew mityahadim ("to become a Jew"), but adds that these Gentiles were circumcised.

In Galatians 2:14 joudaizo means to 'live like Jews" (RSV, neb, NASB, Phillips), "follow Jewish customs" ( NIV'), or "live by the Jewish law" (Barclay). The context for this reference is the episode in Antioch when
Paul condemns Peter's withdrawal from table fellowship with Gentile Christians. Peter's actions are viewed by Paul as a serious compromise of the gospel of salvation by grace through faith alone, lending support
to the position that sought to impose Jewish ceremonial law on the Gentiles. Thus, Paul interprets Peter's withdrawal in terms of its effect in compelling Gentile Christians to live like Jews.

The term "Judaizer" has come to be used in theological parlance to describe the opponents of Paul and Barnabas at the Jerusalem Council (Acts 15) and those who sought to preach "another gospel" in the
churches of Galatia (Galatians 2:4,12; Gal 6:12+; cf. Philippians 3:2). In this sense, 'Judaizers" refers to Jewish Christians who sought to induce Gentiles to observe Jewish religious customs: to judaize." It
appears that these individuals agreed with much of the apostolic kerygma but sought to regulate the admission of Gentiles into the covenant people of God through circumcision and the keeping of the ceremonial
law. Insisting that "Unless you are circumcised ... you cannot be saved" (Acts 15:1+), these "believers who belonged to the party of the Pharisees" (Acts 15:5) posed a serious threat to the gospel of grace and the
uNIVersality of the Christian mission.

Paul's Galatian epistle portrays the Judaizers as having come from the Jerusalem church to his churches in Galatia, stressing the need for Gentiles to be circumcised and keep the law, both for full acceptance by
God (legalism) and as the basis for Christian living (nomism [ Galatians 6:12-13+). Amidst the rising pressures of Jewish nationalism in Palestine during the mid-first century, and increased Zealot animosity against
any Jew who had Gentile sympathies, it would appear that these Jewish Christians embarked on a judaizing mission among Paul's converts in order to prevent Zealot persecution of the Palestinian church. (Baker's
Evangelical Dictionary of Biblical Theology) (bold added)

Judaizers—Legalists: these were Jews who professed Christ but still hung on to their Judaistic religion, in particular to the rite of circumcision and to the law of Moses (see Acts 5:1-35, esp. Acts 5:1, 24-29).
They believed a man became a Christian (1) by first becoming a Jew. The man was to embrace Judaism with all its rituals and ceremonies and be circumcised, and begin to obey the laws of Moses (2) then the man
could accept Christ as his Savior. In the mind of the circumcised, Christianity was a mixture of Judaism and the teachings of Christ.The law was just as important as Christ and Christ was no more important
than the law. They failed to grasp (1) that Christ was the fulfillment of the law (Ed: Mt 5:17+ = "Do not think that | came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; | did not come to abolish, but to fulfill! Ro 10:4+ = "Christ is
the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes."), (2) that Christ had kept the law perfectly, thereby becoming the Ideal Man, the Perfect Pattern of what every man should be, (3) that Christ was not
only the embodiment of the law, but so much more—the very embodiment of God Himself, the Ideal Man, the Perfect Pattern to whom all men were to look for their salvation and standard (4) that Christ, as the Son
of God, as the Ideal Man, and as the Perfect Pattern, was the One to whom all men were now to look and obey. Some Jews were impressed with Christ and professed Him, but they were never able to understand
or else were unwilling to accept Christ as the fulfillment of the law and as the Savior of all men. Therefore, they never turned to Christ alone, never broke away from their legalistic religion or from requiring men
(Gentiles) to become Jews before they could become Christians. (POSB Galatians)

Phillip Ryken adds - These men are sometimes called 'the Judaizers" because they confused Judaism with Christianity. They taught that Gentiles had to become Jews in order to become Christians. Their slogan
was, "Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved" (Acts 15:1+). Since they opposed Paul's law-free gospel, one might call them the Torah police.” But Paul knew them for
what they really were: "false brothers" (Gal. 2:4)—'"brothers" because they claimed to be Christians, but 'false" because they did not follow Christ after all. (Reformed Expository Commentary — Galatians) (Bold
added)

Gotquestions on Who Were the Judaizers? - There have always been those who balk at the idea of God’s salvation being offered freely to those who believe. They reason that such a grand gift as forgiveness
from such a holy God must require some kind of payment from us. We thank God for His grace, but we understand that He expects us to somehow earn that grace—in other words, there must be something that we
can do to pay off the debt we owe to God. In the early church, those who taught a combination of God’s grace and human effort were called “Judaizers.” The word Judaizer comes from a Greek verb meaning ‘to
live according to Jewish customs.” The word appears in Galatians 2:14+ where Paul describes how he confronted Peter for forcing Gentile Christians to ‘Judaize.” A Judaizer taught that, in order for a Christian
to truly be right with God, he must conform to the Mosaic Law. Circumcision, especially, was promoted as necessary for salvation. Gentiles had to become Jewish proselytes first, and then they could come to
Christ. The doctrine of the Judaizers was a mixture of grace (through Christ) and works (through the keeping of the Law). This false doctrine was dealt with in Acts 15 and strongly condemned in the book of
Galatians. (for full article see Who were the Judaizers?) (Bold added)

Related Resources:

Hastings' Dictionary of the NT Judaizing

Watson's Theological Dictionary Judaizing Christians

McClintock and Strong's Bible Encyclopedia Judaizing Christians Semi Judaizers
The Nuttall Encyclopedia Judaizers

The Jewish Encyclopedia Judaizers

Who were the Judaizers?

Do Christians have to obey the Old Testament law?
What is the Sacred Name Movement?

What was the meaning and importance of the Jerusalem Council (Acts 15)?
Christian liberty — what does the Bible say?

Galatians 2:3 But not even Titus, who was with me, though he was a Greek, was pelled to be circt

Greek: all’ oude (not even) Titos ho syn emoi Hellén 6n (V-PPA-NMS) énagkasthé (V-AIP-3S) [e] peritméthénai (V-ANP)

Amplified: But [all went welll] even Titus, who was with me, was not compelled [as some had anticipated] to be circumcised, although he was a Greek.
Phillips Not one of them intimated that Titus, because he was a Greek, ought to be circumcised.

NET Galatians 2:3 Yet not even Titus, who was with me, was compelled to be circumcised, although he was a Greek.

GNT Galatians 2:3 M 08 TTog oV Ho, ANV v, vayk oBn mepimpnd vai-

NLT Galatians 2:3 And they supported me and did not even demand that my companion Titus be circumcised, though he was a Gentile.
KJV Galatians 2:3 But neither Titus, who was with me, being a Greek, was compelled to be circumcised:

ESV Galatians 2:3 But even Titus, who was with me, was not forced to be circumcised, though he was a Greek.

ASV Galatians 2:3 But not even Titus who was with me, being a Greek, was compelled to be circumcised:

CSB Galatians 2:3 But not even Titus who was with me, though he was a Greek, was compelled to be circumcised.

NIV Galatians 2:3 Yet not even Titus, who was with me, was compelled to be circumcised, even though he was a Greek.

NKJ Galatians 2:3 Yet not even Titus who was with me, being a Greek, was compelled to be circumcised.

NRS Galatians 2:3 But even Titus, who was with me, was not compelled to be circumcised, though he was a Greek.

YLT Galatians 2:3 but not even Titus, who is with me, being a Greek, was compelled to be circumcised --

NAB Galatians 2:3 Moreover, not even Titus, who was with me, although he was a Greek, was compelled to be circumcised,

NJB Galatians 2:3 Even then, and although Titus, a Greek, was with me, there was no demand that he should be circumcised;

GWN Galatians 2:3 Titus was with me, and although he is Greek, no one forced him to be circumcised.

BBE Galatians 2:3 But not even Titus who was with me, being a Greek, was made to undergo circumcision:

= Ga 5:2-6 Ac 15:24 16:3 1Co 9:20,21
= Galatians 2 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

TITUS A "TEST CASE"
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FOR FREEDOM FROM THE LAW

But not even Titus, who was with me, though he was a Greek, was pelled to be cir ised- Paul knew that one of the key false teachings of the Judaizers'works based system was the necessity that

anyone who believed in Jesus must also be circumcised. And so Titus was the perfect test case for he had believed in Jesus and being a Greek had not undergone circumcision. Paul reasoned that if some
(possibly some of the sect of the Pharisees who felt it was necessary for Gentiles to be circumcised and to observe the Law of Moses - Acts 15:5) compelled Titus to be circumcised, then other Gentile believers
would have to be circumcised to be in accord with this false teaching, which would be in effect be "another gospel" (Gal 1:6, 7+) which he has stated warranted their being accursed (Gal 1:8+). On the other hand if
Titus were not compelled to be circumcised, then freedom from the law was confirmed Notice that "compel” is used again in Gal 2:14+ in Paul's confrontation of Cephas (Peter) declaring "how can you try to
force the Gentiles to live like Jews?" (NET).

Swindoll explains "The point is that even in the center of Judaism, in the presence of the original Jewish followers of Jesus, surrounded by the most Law-loving Jews in the world, nobody compelled Gentile
believers to be circumcised. What sense would it make, then, for the Judaizers to insist on enforcing the rite of circumcision for Gentile believers living in the remote regions of Galatia?" (Swindoll's Living Insights
New Testament Commentary — Galatians, Ephesians)

Bartlett says: We need to get the full force of this waiving of circumcision in the case of Titus. Paul was not against circumcision as such. He even permitted Timothy to be circumcised (Acts 16:3) because his

mother was a Jewess. But to insist upon Jewish usages for Gentile converts would be to make them essential parts of Christianity. And this Paul would not, and could not, do. The non-circumcision of Titus was
really a decision in favor of Gentile freedom from the yoke of Judaism.

One of the urgent challenges that incited Paul to write Galatians was that Judaizers in Galatia were compelling the Galatians to be circumcised as he describes in chapter 6 where tompel...to be circumcised" is
the very same phrase as in herer in Galatian 2:3.

Those who desire to make a good showing in the fleshtry to compel (anagkazo) you to be circumcised (peritemno), simply so that they will not be persecuted for the cross of Christ. (Gal
6:124)

Compelled (315)(anagkazo from anagke - compelling need requiring immediate action) refers to an inner or outer compulsion for someone to act in a certain manner (Gal 2:3, 14, 6:12, Acts 26:11), and to do so
with a sense of urgency (as a pressing necessity). Anagkazo conveys the idea of to urge strongly in Mt 14:23. It conveys the idea of an inward feeling of obligation in Acts 28:19. This word was used in surgery of
force to reduce dislocations, etc. (Liddell-Scott).

Thayer on anagkazo - to necessitate, compel, drive to, constrain, whether by force, threats, etc., or by persuasion, entreaties, etc., or by other means
Friberg on anagkazo - (1) of compulsion outwardly compel, force (Acts 26.11); of friendly pressure (strongly) urge, constrain (MT 14.22); (2) passive, of compulsion inwardly feel obliged to, feel compelled (Acts
28.19) (Borrow Analytical Lexicon of the Greek New Testament)
In English compel means to force or oblige someone to be or do something
Anagkazo - 9x in 9v - translated - compel(3), compelled(2), force(1), forced(1), made(2).
Matthew 14:22 Immediately He made the disciples get into the boat and go ahead of Him to the other side, while He sent the crowds away.
Mark 6:45 Immediately Jesus made His disciples get into the boat and go ahead of Him to the other side to Bethsaida, while He Himself was sending the crowd away.
Luke 14:23 "And the master said to the slave, 'Go out into the highways and along the hedges, andcompel them to come in, so that my house may be filled.

Acts 26:11 "And as | (Saul prior to his conversion) punished them often in all the synagogues, | tried toforce them to blaspheme; and being furiously enraged at them, | kept pursuing them
even to foreign cities.

Acts 28:19 "But when the Jews objected, | was forced to appeal to Caesar, not that | had any accusation against my nation.

2 Corinthians 12:11 | have become foolish; you yourselves compelled me. Actually | should have been commended by you, for in no respect was | inferior to the most eminent apostles, even
though | am a nobody.

Galatians 2:3 But not even Titus, who was with me, though he was a Greek, was compelled to be circumcised.

Galatians 2:14 But when | saw that they were not straightforward about the truth of the gospel, | said to Cephas in the presence of all, "If you, being a Jew, live like the Gentiles and not like the
Jews, how is it that you compel the Gentiles to live like Jews?

Galatians 6:12 Those who desire to make a good showing in the flesh try tocompel you to be circumcised, simply so that they will not be persecuted for the cross of Christ.

Anagkazo in the OT is used only once in the Septuagint and 19x in the Apocrypha - 1 Esdras 3:24; 4:6; Judith 8:30; 1 Macc. 2:25; 2 Macc. 6:1, 7, 18; 7:1; 8:24; 11:11, 14; 4 Macc. 4:26; 5:2, 27; 8:2, 9; 15:7; 18:5;
Bel 1:30.

Pr 6:7 Which, having no chief, Officer or ruler, (LXE = For whereas he has no husbandry, nor any one to compel him, and is under no master)

Phil Newton makes an interesting point on the desire of the Judaizers to have Gentile converts circumcised - "Teachingcircumcision for salvation was an issue among Jewish converts because they were already
circumcised. But the addition of Gentile converts created a problem with those Jews who had superficially embraced the Gospel. They still clung to their circumcision and obedience to the ceremonial law as part of
their righteousness before God....Paul explains that being Jews by nature meant that circumcision was part of the national heritage (Gal 2:15¢). It was a sign of their covenant relationship with God initiated with
Abraham. Over time, the Jews became over-reliant upon circumcision and the sacrificial system to the neglect of weightier matters. They had faced persecution and even death for practicing circumcision during the
reign of the brutal Antiochus IV (175-163 BC). For the price paid, the practice of circumcision was elevated in the eyes of the Jews. It was considered an indispensable part of their identity with the covenant
community and the worship of the Lord God [cf. George. 142-145 for excellent treatment on circumcision]. (Galatians 2:1-10 Affirming the Gospel Message)

To be circumcised (4059) (peritemno from peri = around + témno = cut off - see study of peritome) means literally to cut something off or away ("to cut off around"), signifying a removal of that which has been
cut away.

While belief in Jesus does not require physical circumcision, it is associated with figurative circumcision in both the Old and New Testaments. For example in Col 2:11-12+ Paul using the well known procedure
of circumcision to describe spiritual circumcision ("without hands") that is wrought by the Spirit and results in spiritual rebirth. We see a similar use in Romans 2:24-2%, where Paul addressed the Jews (his
primary audience in Romans 2) who possessed the Law of Moses and who had undergone physical circumcision and yet were still considered "uncircumcised" because they had not been spiritually circumcised
"of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter (law)." (Ro 2:29+) Spiritual circumcision should have been something with which Jews were familiar for it is repeatedly alluded to in the Old Testament - Deut 10:16 could
not have been more clearly stated! Deut 30:6+, cf Jer 4:4, Jer 9:26, Ezek 44:7, 9

Spurgeon on circumcision in Deut 30:6 - HERE we read of thetrue circumcision. Note the author of it: “The Lord thy God.” He alone can deal effectually with our hearts and take away their carnality and
pollution. To make us love God with all our hearts and souls is a miracle of grace which only the Holy Ghost can work. We must look to the Lord alone for this and never be satisfied with anything short of it. Note
where this circumcision is wrought: it is not of the flesh, but of the spirit. It is the essential mark of the covenant of grace. Love to God is the indelible token of the chosen seed; by this secret seal, the election of
grace is certified to the believer. We must see to it that we trust in no outward ritual, but are sealed in heart by the operation of the Holy Ghost. Note what the result is: “that thou mayest live.” To be carnally minded
is death. In the overcoming of the flesh we find life and peace. If we mind the things of the Spirit, we shall live. Oh, that Jehovah, our God, may complete His gracious work upon our inner natures, that in the fullest
and highest sense we may live unto the Lord.

Related Resource:

= In depth discussion of the Spiritual Circumcision =Circumcision of the Heart

Galatians 2:4 But it was because of the false brethren secretly brought in, who had sneaked in to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, in order to bring us into bondage.

Greek: dia de tous pareisaktous pseudadelphous, hoitines pareiselthon (3PAAI) kataskophesai (AAN) ten eleutherian hemon en echomen (1PPAIl) en Christo lesou, hina hemas
katadoulosousin (3PFAI)

Amplified: [My precaution was] because of false brethren who had been secretly smuggled in [to the Christian brotherhood]; they had slipped in to spy on our liberty and the freedom which we
have in Christ Jesus, that they might again bring us into bondage [under the Law of Moses].

Phillips In fact, the suggestion would never have arisen but for the presence of some pseudo-Christians, who wormed their way into our meeting to spy on the liberty we enjoy in Jesus Christ,
and then attempted to tie us up with rules and regulations.

Wuest: Now it was because of the false brethren who had been surreptitiously brought in, those of such a character that they sneaked in for the purpose of spying out our liberty which we are
having in Christ Jesus, with the expectation of reducing us to abject slavery. (Eerdmans Publishing)

NET Galatians 2:4 Now this matter arose because of the false brothers with false pretenses who slipped in unnoticed to spy on our freedom that we have in Christ Jesus, to make us slaves.
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NLT Galatians 2:4 Even that question came up only because of some so-called Christians there-- false ones, really-- who were secretly brought in. They sneaked in to spy on us and take
away the freedom we have in Christ Jesus. They wanted to enslave us and force us to follow their Jewish regulations.

KJV Galatians 2:4 And that because of false brethren unawares brought in, who came in privily to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into bondage:
ESV Galatians 2:4 Yet because of false brothers secretly brought in-- who slipped in to spy out our freedom that we have in Christ Jesus, so that they might bring us into slavery--

ASV Galatians 2:4 and that because of the false brethren privily brought in, who came in privily to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into bondage:
CSB Galatians 2:4 This issue arose because of false brothers smuggled in, who came in secretly to spy on the freedom that we have in Christ Jesus, in order to enslave us.

NIV Galatians 2:4 This matter arose because some false brothers had infiltrated our ranks to spy on the freedom we have in Christ Jesus and to make us slaves.

NKJ Galatians 2:4 And this occurred because of false brethren secretly brought in (who came in by stealth to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into
bondage),

NRS Galatians 2:4 But because of false believers secretly brought in, who slipped in to spy on the freedom we have in Christ Jesus, so that they might enslave us--

YLT Galatians 2:4 and that because of the false brethren brought in unawares, who did come in privily to spy out our liberty that we have in Christ Jesus, that us they might bring under
bondage,

NAB Galatians 2:4 but because of the false brothers secretly brought in, who slipped in to spy on our freedom that we have in Christ Jesus, that they might enslave us--
NJB Galatians 2:4 but because of some false brothers who had secretly insinuated themselves to spy on the freedom that we have in Christ Jesus, intending to reduce us to slavery-
GWN Galatians 2:4 False Christians were brought in. They slipped in as spies to learn about the freedom Christ Jesus gives us. They hoped to find a way to control us.

BBE Galatians 2:4 And that because of the false brothers let in secretly, who came searching out our free condition which we have in Christ Jesus, so that they might make servants of us;

= But it was because of the false brethren: Ga 5:10,12 Ac 15:1,24 20:30 2Co 11:13,17,26 1Jn 4:1

= secretly brought in who had sneaked in: 2Ti 3:6 2Pe 2:1,2 Jude 1:4

= to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus Ga 3:23-26 5:1,13 Ps 51:12 119:45 Joh 8:31-36 2Co 3:17 1Pe 2:16 2Pe 2:19
= n order to bring us into bondage Ga 4:3,9,10,25 Isa 51:23 2Co 11:20

= Galatians 2 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

SPURIOUS SAINTS SNEAK IN
AND SPY OUT OUR FREEDOM

But it was because of the false brethren secretly brought in- Amplified - "[My precaution was] because of false brethren who had been secretly smuggled in [to the Christian brotherhood]" The New English
Bible has "sham Christians"; Phillips paraphrase has "pseudo-Christians." NLT has "some so-called Christians." God's Word Translation has "False Christians." They were "professors" who claimed allegiance to
Christ, but who demanded circumcision and obedience to the Mosaic Law for salvation.

MacArthur rightly reminds us that "Satan, as always, was the primary instigator of the subterfuge. The Judaizers were first of all the devil's agents, whatever their human associations and loyalties." MacArthur New
Testament Commentary — Galatians)

Donald Campbell - No doubt these were Judaizers, whose chief slogan is found in Acts 15:1: “Unless you are circumsized according to the custom taught by Moses, you cannot be saved.” These “false brothers
(“sham Christians,” NEB) were like spies or fifthcolumn agents who penetrated to search out weak areas of enemy positions.(BKC)

Boice has an interesting comment on this passage - Paul's references to the false brothers in Gal 2:4 entail a military metaphor, used to indicate the subversive and militant nature of the evil that Paul was fighting.
The term “false brothers” (pseudadelphos) is used only twice in the NT (here and in 2 Cor 11:26). In each case Paul uses the term of those who are not in fact Christians, though pretending to be so. The overtone
is that of a traitor or spy. “Infiltrated” (pareisaktous) is used in the same way, as in 2 Peter 2:1, where we are told of those who will “secretly introduce” destructive heresies to weaken and ruin the church. In the LXX
reading of 2 Samuel 10:3, “spy” (kataskoped) is used of the servants of David who, according to his enemies, had come “to search the city, and to spy it out, and to overthrow it.” Similarly, Paul speaks of the desire
of the legalizers “to make us slaves” (katadouldsousin), in the manner of those who would take a city by stealth or force in order to place the inhabitants in chains. (The Expositor's Bible Commentary)

Swindoll adds this comment on the words Paul uses in this passage - "'Secretly” . . . "sneaked" . . . "spy" . . . 'bondage.” Paul saw himself in the midst of a life-and-death battle, striving to protect a priceless
treasure: the gospel of Jesus Christ. Judaizing spies whose loyalty remained with the old Law of Judaism were merely playing the part of followers of Christ, having infiltrated the ranks of the church in order to
destroy the doctrine of grace from the inside out. And the best way to destroy grace is to enslave believers with a strenuous religious system including prerequisites for meriting salvation; rituals to receive salvation;
and righteous works to maintain salvation." (Swindoll's Living Insights New Testament Commentary — Galatians. Ephesians)

False brethren (5569)(pseudadelphos from pseudes = false + adelphos = brother) refers to those who pretend to be a believers ostentatiously professing belief in Jesus but destitute of the authenticating down

payment of the Spirit. This noun is used here and in 2Co 11:26, so that in both NT uses it describes those who are not genuine believers. These men look true but in truth are staunch adversaries of the truth of the
Gospel. They may have professed Christ, but they did not possess Christ (Ro 8:9+).

THOUGHT - Have you professed Christ? Good. Then let me ask have you possessed Christ, or better, has He possessed you? There are many people sitting in pews in American churches
who have professed Christ (prayed a prayer, walked an aisle, etc), but they have never been possessed by Him, by His Spirit (Ro 8:9+) and are still deceptively dead in their trespasses and
sins and are headed tragically for a Christ-less eternity. How do you know if you are a professor who has been possessed? Does 2 Cor 5:17+ describe your life? "Therefore if anyone is in
Christ, he is a new (kainos = brand new, a spiritual "new born"!) creature; the old things passed away; behold, new (kainos = brand new desires, new likes, new habits such as desire to read
the Word of God, etc) things have come." Paul is not speaking of perfection in this passage, but he is speaking of a "new direction," "Heavenward," not "Hellward!" Has your life significantly
changed since you professed Christ? The places you go, the things you say, the things you watch, the things you buy, etc, etc? If so you are born again and eternally secure in Christ! If not,
you need to soberly ponder the words of the Lord Jesus Christ in Mt 7:21-23 "Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord, will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does (present tense) the
will of My Father who is in heaven will enter. 22 “Many (NOT A FEW SADLY WILL BE DECEIVED!) will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name
cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?’ 23 “And then | will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE (present tense = as a lifestyle,
habitually, still living like an "old creature" in Adam) LAWLESSNESS." (Mt 7:21+, Mt 7:22-23+)

In context the false brethren are surely the so-called Judaizers. By calling them "false" Paul is saying he had absolutely no confidence in their profession of faith because of their steadfast insistence on the need of
circumcision for salvation. "Though they might have professed a belief in the gospel, they did not do so without an addition to the gospel. In Paul's assessment, this was "another gospel" (Gal. 1:6)." (Newton)

Wiersbe - The fact that Paul calls them false brethren indicates that they were not true Christians, but were only masquerading as such so they could capture the conference for themselves. Bible Exposition
Commentary)

Machen says: Paul here calls the Judaizers “false brethren,” and the meaning of that term is clear. “Brother” in Paul's Epistles means “fellow-Christian,” and thus a “false brother” is a man who claims to be a
Christian or is thought to be a Christian and yet is not, or does not show himself by his present actions to be, a Christian at all. It is not a pleasant term, but the reason why it is not a pleasant term is that the thing
that it designated was not a pleasant thing. These Judaizers might have seemed to a superficial observer to be true disciples, but in their heart of hearts, Paul seems to mean, they were Pharisees rather than
disciples of Jesus Christ. They were depending upon their own works for salvation, and according to the apostle Paul a man cannot possibly do that if he is to be saved. So Paul calls them false brethren. Unlike the
leaders of the modern Church the apostle Paul believed in calling things by their true names.

Timothy George identifies three main "parties" in this chapter - First, there is the Pauline party, consisting of Barnabas, Titus, and the apostle himself. Second, there are the “false brothers” who agitated for Titus to
be circumcised and later imported their Judaistic tendencies to Antioch itself. ....The third party that plays a prominent role in the narrative are the leaders of the Jerusalem church, namely, James, Peter, and John,
whose prominence had given them the name “pillars.” (NAC)

Who brought these false brethren in to the young church? W E Vine suggests "Presumably these false brethren had been introduced into the church by “them that were of the circumcision,”Gal 2:12, mentioned in
Acts 15:5. Party zeal often leads to unholy alliances."

Stott on secretly brought in: “This may mean either that they had no business to be in the church fellowship at all, or that they had gate-crashed the private conference with the apostles.” The Message of
Galatians)

Secretly brought in (3920)(pareisaktos from pareisago = smuggle in = bring in along side of - para = alongside + eisago = bring in, introduce) is a noun which literally describes something (someone) that has
been brought in by the side of something else (in this context the false brought in next to the true believers). To smuggle in or sneak in alongside of. This word conveys the sense of brought in secretly,
craftily, surreptitiously, or under false pretenses. Pareisaktos is used only in Gal 2:4 in the NT. One translation has "they wormed their way into our meeting."

Note the root verb pareisago is used by Peter to describe
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"false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also befalse teachers among you, who will secretly introduce (pareisago) destructive (apoleia) heresies, even denying the
Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction (apoleia) upon themselves." (2 Peter 2:1+)

The word pareisaktos was used of spies or traitors who infiltrate an opposing camp (Longenecker) or it could simply mean “alien” or “foreign” (Eadie; MM).

NET Note - The adjective pareisaktous, which relates to someone joining a group with false motives or false pretenses, applies to the false brothers." Although the expression "false brothers with false pretenses"
is somewhat redundant, it captures the emphatic force of Paul's expression, which labels both these "brothers" as false (pseudadelphous) as well as their motives.

Vine note on pareisaktos - from para = “by the side,” i.e., not straightforwardly, eis = “into,” and ago = “to bring.” The word is used by Strabo, a Greek historian contemporary with Paul, of enemies introduced
secretly into a city by traitors within (the walls).

SECRET SNEAKY SPIES
"CLOAK AND DAGGER LANGUAGE!"

Who had sneaked in to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus- NIV = "Some false brothers had infiltrated our ranks to spy on the freedom we have in Christ Jesus." They were not invited to the
private conference but came anyway. Why did they "sneak in"? (1) To spy on our liberty and (2) make us slaves to the Law's rules and ceremonies. This is one of Satan's tactics, to subtly infiltrate a body of
believers and bring them into bondage by adding some legal requirements for salvation. Thomas Jefferson who was apparently not a genuine believer (see his Jeffersonian "bible" where he cut out all the
supernatural passages) did have a wise saying “The price of freedom is eternal vigilance.”

IEEUSTRATIONIOF SATAN'S TACTIC OF SNEAKING IN - During one of the Billy Graham crusades in Los Angeles several years ago, a number ofdehovah’s Witnesses made false
counselor badges and went in to deal with people who were coming forward to receive Christ. This is a picture of what is actually happening here. These false brethren were “SPY[ING] OUT
OUR LIBERTY

Who had sneaked in (3922)(pareiserchomai from para = alongside + eisérchomai = to enter) means literally to come in beside. And so it means to slip in or come in as a side issue, for example as did the law in
Ro 5:20 since it had no direct efficacious role in salvation by grace through faith. Yes the Law was good and was a tutor to lead us Christ but only faith could join us to Christ (cp Gal 3:24, 25+). In John 10:1 the
Lord Jesus describes such men as “thieves and robbers." The word usually implies stealth (Burton). The metaphor is that of spies or traitors introducing themselves by stealth into the enemy’s camp (Lightfoot).

Eadie - Their work was that of spies-inspection for a sinister purpose.
Jude describes a similar scene of subtle enemy infiltration into the church warning that

"certain persons have crept in unnoticed (pareisduno), those who were long beforehand marked out for this condemnation, ungodly persons who turn the grace of our God into
licentiousness and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ." (Jude 1:4+)

To spy out (2684)(kataskopeo from kata = intensive + skopos = distant mark looked at) means to view closely and then to spy out, i.e., to learn about something (the believer's freedom in Christ) by secret
observation. Kataskopeo thus means to view closely or examine carefully.

Paul is using vocabulary from the world of espionage, because the opponents were conducting covert operations. "Like undercover agents, they had sneaked into the church to see what the Gentile Christians were
up to. But they were more than informants; they were slave-traders. They were conspiring to hold the church hostage to the law." (Ryken)

Kataskopeo is used in NT only in Ga 2:4 and in the Lxx only in 1 Chr 19:13 and 2 Sa 10:3 = "the princes of the Ammonites said to Hanun their lord, “Do you think that David is honoring your father because he has
sent consolers to you? Has David not sent his servants to you in order to search the city, to spy it out and overthrow it?"

Paul explains that freedom is found in Christ Jesus not in keeping the law.

Phil Newton applies the spy picture to the modern church asking "Should churches be on guard for the same kind of "spies" who have ill-motives to turn the church away from the purity of the gospel for a man-
centered gospel? Indeed, we must be vigilant! Just how easy is it for a person of this stripe to "infiltrate” a church? In Baptist churches there is a little piece of paper called a "church letter," that in most cases can
give a person carte blanche opportunity to join any other Baptist church. They can come from a Baptist church that does not preach the gospel, but with the "church letter," they expect to be accepted without
question. In the earlier days when this practice was instituted, there was much more examination of those who made professions of faith in Christ. But now that is rarely the case. | know of two different people
who, a few years ago, were interested in being church members. | had talked with them concerning the gospel and their salvation. One did not understand the gospel, while the other refused to receive the gospel
on Christ's terms. They were interested in being church members but did not have an equal interest in the gospel. So, what did they do? They left attending our church and immediately joined two different Baptist
churches in our city! | hope they both came to faith in Christ! But my real concern, having spent considerable time explaining the gospel to them, is that they satisfied their emotions by joining a church, being
baptized, then ignoring the issue of the gospel. Now, unless a church has some means of examination set in place, these people can move to another city or within our city, join another Baptist church without
question, and begin to infiltrate them with their false understanding of the gospel. The spies can still infiltrate our churches and cause immeasurable damage." (Galatians 2:1-10 Affirming the Gospel Message)

Liberty which we have in Christ Jesus- Have (echo - hold, possess) is in the present tense signifying continual possession! And | would add everlasting possession. Hallelujah! "It isours, (hemon), for we are
having it in Christ Jesus. It is our present, our asserted possession." (Eadie) Christians are not under and in bondage to the Mosaic Law but are under a new law which Paul described in Romans 8...

For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free (eleutheroo) from the law of sin and of death. (Ro 8:2+)

And because you belong to him, the power of the life-giving Spirit has freed you from the power of sin that leads to death. (Ro 8:2NLT)

for the law of the Spirit, that of the life in Christ Jesus, freed you once for all from the law of the sinful nature and of death (Ro 8:2 Wuest)Eerdmans Publishing)
For the new spiritual principle of life "in" Christ lifts me out of the old vicious circle of sin and death. (Ro 8:2 Phillips)

Liberty (freedom) (1657)(eleutheria from eleutheros = that which is capable of movement, freedom to go wherever one likes, unfettered; seeeleutheroo) describes the state of being free and is the antithesis of
enslavement or bondage. The believer's freedom is found in a Person, in Christ, and is experienced as we daily learn to abide in Him and thus receive the life giving flow of power from His Spirit. In the present
context eleutheria speaks especially of freedom from the yoke of the Mosaic Law, including freedom from the Judaizer's requirement of physical circumcision.

Freedom in Christ is not the right to do as you please but
The power to do as you should!

Paul uses eleutheria three more times in this short letter in Galatians 5:1+ declaring "It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery." Notice
the juxtaposed contrast - Freedom X Slavery. Again Paul declares "you were called tofreedom (eleutheria), brethren; only do not turn your freedom (eleutheria) into an opportunity (see aphorme) for the flesh, but
through love serve one another." (Gal 5:13+). Here note the juxtaposed contrast of freedom/flesh for it is the fallen flesh that seeks to keep us in bondage to the law.

Luther says: Human reason can think only in terms of the Law. It mumbles: “This | have done, this | have not done.” But faith looks to Jesus Christ, the Son of God, given into death for the sins of the whole world.
To turn one’s eyes away from Jesus means to turn them to the Law. True faith lays hold of Christ and leans on Him alone. Our opponents cannot understand this. In their blindness they cast away the precious
pearl, Christ, and hang onto their shabby works. They have no idea what faith is. How can they teach faith to others?

MacArthur adds "Christian freedom is not license. When we become free in Christ we lose our freedom to sin, of which we were once a slave. In Christ, "having been freed from sin, [we] become slaves of
righteousness" (Ro 6:18+). "For you were called to freedom, brethren," Paul explains; "only do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh" (Gal. 5:13). Peter expresses the same truth in these words:
"Act as free men, and do not use your freedom as a covering for evil, but use it as bondslaves of God" (1 Pet. 2:16+). (MacArthur New Testament Commentary — Galatians)

THE SINISTER MOTIVE OF
THE PSEUDO BRETHREN

In order to bring us into bondage- In order to speaks of purpose and we should always be alert toterms of purpose or result which are usually identified by phrases such as so that, in order that, that, as a
result. When you encounter a term of purpose, pause and propose a simple question "What is the purpose?" and let the context and the Spirit will be your Teacher. You may be pleasantly surprised at what He
reveals! In the present context the purpose of these false brethren was very clear - BONDAGE! Absolute bondage to an impossible system of works righteousness.

Notice Paul says US. In other words not only would the Gentiles be impacted but these wolves in sheep's clothing might bring US into bondage. So it was not just an issue between the false brethren and Gentiles.
Guzik writes "It might be easy for Paul to say, “This doesn't affect me. After all, | am a Jew and have been circumcised under the Law of Moses. I'll let Titus or other Gentiles deal with this problem, because these
false brethren have a problem with them, not me.” Paul realized that if the message of the Gospel was compromised, it wasn't just bondage for the Gentiles, but it was bondage for everyone who named the name

of Jesus." (Galatians 2 Commentary)
F F Bruce - As the gospel of grace liberates (cf. Gal 4:26+; Gal 5:1a+), so legalism enslaves (cf. Gal 4:24f+.; Gal 5:1b+, Gal 5:3+). (NIGTC: Galatians)

Bring us into bondage (“in order that they might bring us into utter bondage") (2615)(katadouloo from kata = intensifies meaning but also can convey sense of "down” which suggests domination [cp "according
{kata} to the law" - Ro 8:4+] + douloo = to enslave, bring into bondage) means to enslave utterly, absolutely, completely and without qualification. Can you get a picture of what Paul is saying by using this rare

verb? Katadouloo is used only twice in the NT, here and in 2 Cor 11:20 "For you bear with anyone if heenslaves you, if he devours you, if he takes advantage of you, if he exalts himself, if he hits you in the
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face." Katadouloo is the antithesis of the verb eleutheroo which means to make free.
Katadouloo - 7x in the Lxx - Gen. 47:21 Exodus 1:14 ("they rigorously imposed [Lxx = katadouloo] on them"); Exodus 6:5. ; Ezra 7:24; Jer. 15:14 (" | will make you serve your enemies" NET); Ezek. 29:18; 34:27
Here in Gal 2:4 Paul uses katadouloo in the middle voice (reflexive sense) which signifies they desire to make others a slave for themselves!

Phillip Ryken - Freedom has as many joys and struggles in the spiritual realm as it does in human society. Dr. King knew this, for he borrowed his famous words from an old Negro spiritual: "Free at last! Free at
last! Thank God Almighty, we're free at last!" The song's first and primary meaning was about freedom from sin through Jesus Christ. Freedom in Christ was the apostle Paul's concern as he wrote Galatians, a
letter sometimes known as the Magna Carta of Christian liberty. Paul knew how precious spiritual freedom is. He knew the price that Jesus paid on the cross to gain it. He also knew how easy it is to squander that
freedom and return to spiritual bondage. This is why Paul wrote to the Galatians with such urgency. They believed the gospel of the cross and the empty tomb. They had gained true spiritual freedom by putting their
faith in Christ crucified and Christ risen. But now they were under the spell of teachers who wanted to add the law of Moses to the gospel of Christ (see Gal. 3:1+). As a result, they were in danger of becoming
enslaved all over again (see Gal. 5:1+). (Reformed Expository Commentary — Galatians)

Phil Newton notes that bring us into bondage "implies the slavery of the Law that has no power to justify. It was that yoke which the Jews bore for hundreds of years, that yoke of trying to position themselves
before God in righteousness by their works of the law. The Law never justified anyone during that period, nor could it during Paul's day, nor does it in our own day. As we have noted previously, the hardest thing for
a person to accept is that he can do absolutely nothing to justify himself before God. Man wants to do something. Particularly, in our society of rugged individualism, people are easily swayed into thinking that 'God
helps those who help themselves', so they must help God out. They must add to the work of Christ their own works of service or their baptism or their following particular liturgies or their membership in particular
churches. 'Oh, if | can just teach or preach or sing in the choir, then God will be pleased so that he just cannot reject me!' 'If | can just go on a mission trip or be on a church committee or be a church officer, then |
will have what | need to be right with God!" My brethren, | have only one word for such thoughts: "BONDAGE!" Yes, the whole motive of those who creep into churches without truly being justified is to tie others up
with the same bondage that has enslaved them. Miserable sinners love the company of more miserable sinners. They despise the company of the saints! They will work tirelessly and deceitfully, to persuade
others that Jesus Christ and His finished work is just not enough. We stand with the Apostle to reject such false gospel!" (Galatians 2:1-10 Affirming the Gospel Message)

Norman Bartlett - The future tense (of bring us into bondage) tells us that it was not merely their intention, but that they thought they had assured hopes of success in bring the Gentile believers under the yoke of
Judaism. "Eternal vigilance is the price of liberty." We may depend upon it that Satan and his minions will do everything within their power to induce believers to substitute a Gospel of works for trust in the all-
sufficient merits of JESUS' blood shed upon the Cross of Calvary. Let not the enemies of the Gospel spike our guns by robbing us of reliance upon grace alone to save and keep us saved. (Galatians 2:1-10 -
Personal Explanation)

SPIRITUAL FREEDOM:
ELEUTHERIA

A short digression of eleutheria or spiritual freedom - It is paramount to understand that spiritual freedom does not equate with licence. Freedom never means the right to do as we please. To the contrary, true
spiritual freedom is the power to do as we should.

Stated another way true liberty is living as we should not as we please. In no NT passage does this concept refer to political freedom nor to the Stoic'sfallacious idea of freedom of the flesh from emotion and desire.
Freedom does not equal license. In the NT, freedom takes its meaning from the fact that unredeemed human beings are locked in terrible bondage which is beyond their ability to overcome.

Freedom is attractive to sinful human nature, especially when misunderstood. Mankind's view of freedom is distorted, for true freedom is found in responsible discipline rather than in reckless dissipation. Peter
warns, "Live as free men, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as servants of God" (1 Peter 2:16).

False teachers lure followers with promises of the freedom that our fallen flesh craves. The Bible describes these teachers "By appealing to the lustful desires ofsinful human nature, they entice people who are just
escaping from those who live in error. They promise them freedom, while they themselves are slaves of depravity--for a man is slave to whatever has mastered hint' (2 Pe 2:18-19). The false promise of
freedom that we can have a license to indulge ourselves is an invitation to sure spiritual disaster and ultimately to eternal death if one never experiences repentance and belief in Christ.

The freedom that Scripture offers does not include independence, or release from restriction. Instead, genuine Biblical freedom is to be found only in willingly choosing to submit to our new Master, the Lord
Jesus Christ. We are His by right of blood purchase (1 Cor 6:19, 20, Rev 5:9) and yet we need to make the daily choice to obey Him but not as under law but under grace (for the Spirit energizes even our desire -
Php 2:13NLT), and in so doing to prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable, and perfect (Ro 12:2). The believer's freedom in Christ allows us the privilege of entering into the wonderful will of
the Father, which is only place we can experience genuine rest and perfect blessing. And so we have a spiritual paradox, for as a bondservants of Jesus -- on the one hand we are bound to Him but on the other we
are free in Him! As Jesus Himself promised

"If you abide in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine; and you shall know the truth, and the truth shallmake you free (eleutheroo).....If therefore the Son shall make you free
(eleutheroo), you shall be free (eleutheros) indeed." (John 8:31-32, 36)

How can slavery to Christ be true freedom? In several significant ways.
(1). Only by submitting to our Master Jesus and living by His words are we free to experience Truth. Only then are we guided away from what hurts to what is truly beneficial.

(2). Only by submitting to Master Jesus can we experience the immense power for true goodness that is provided for us in the Holy Spirit Who indwells us. What we could never do in our own
strength, the Spirit can enable us to do. In a real sense, freedom is freedom to achieve exceeding abundantly more than we could ever ask or even think possible (Eph 3:20).

(3). The kind of freedom that would release us from all restraint could never free us from the consequences of our actions (Gal 6:7, 8). The Christian knows that the consequences of his or her
actions carry over even into eternity. Any freedom that is meaningful must release us from actions that lead to corruption.

A commitment to serve Jesus promises us holiness, and the consequences of a holy life are blessings now and forever. The blessing that being a bondservant of Jesus produces helps us
realize that servitude provides the most real and wonderful freedom there can be.

Finally, we human beings are creatures. We have been shaped by God to love Him and to enjoy Him forever. Only by choosing to serve God can we become the people we were created to be.
This freedom to experience our destiny is a wonderful freedom indeed! Little wonder that spies try to sneak in and steal our freedom in Christ!

IEEUSTRATIONI- ON MEANING OF ELEUTHERIA - Back in the nineteenth century our sixteenth president realized something radical must be done about slavery in our country. Unwilling to look the other way any
longer, on September 22, 1862, he presented what came to be known as the Emancipation Proclamation, an official document condemning human slavery. Abraham Lincoln, realizing that slavery is completely
against human dignity, officially abolished it from the United States on that day. Tragically, little changed in the daily life of our nation, even though the slaves were officially declared free. You know why; you've read
the stories. The Civil War was still going on. The plantation owners never informed their slaves. The vast majority of the former slaves couldn'’t read, so they had no idea what the news was carrying. There was no
mass media then to announce those kinds of presidential pronouncements. And so for the longest time, slavery continued even though it had been officially brought to an end. The war ended in April 1865. Do you
know when Lincoln’s declaration was officially enacted? When the people finally began to leave their enslaved lives and make their way toward freedom? December 18, 1865—more than three years after he first
released his proclamation. Lincoln had been dead for months. The word traveled out of the streets of Washington and down into the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia, across the back roads of the Carolinas and into
Georgia, then Alabama, then Mississippi, then Louisiana, then Texas, then Arkansas, announcing what had been true for more than a thousand days. Even then the word somehow either wasn't believed or wasn't
acted upon. Those officially emancipated people, thinking slavery was the way they were condemned to exist, continued to live in bondage though they had been declared free men and women since the fall of
1862. (Churck Swindoll - Embraced by the Spirit The Untold Blessings of Intimacy with God)

Galatians 2:4 Don Fortner-Grace for Today ‘Our Liberty’ - Gal 2:4

The Lord Jesus Christ has given us true liberty. In Christ we have been freed from sin, Satan and the law. In him we are free from all religious traditions, customs and superstitions. And in Christ we are free to use
every creature of God for food, happiness, comfort and satisfaction. Neither the church nor those who preach the gospel have any authority to bring God'’s people under bondage again, by making their own rules,
dogmas and covenants for Christian conduct. | offer these suggestions with the prayer that they may help you to honor the Lord in the exercise of your liberty in Christ.

1. Do not make the use or non-use of indifferent things a point of merit before God. Indifferent things become idolatrous when you make the use or non-use of them a means of obtaining favor with God, a means of
religious devotion, or a means of obtaining a peaceful conscience.

2. Use all things in moderation. The believer’s principle of conduct is not total abstinence, but temperance, moderation and self-control. Eating is not wrong, but gluttony is. A glass of wine is not wrong (our Lord did
provide the wine for the marriage feast of Cana), but drunkenness is wrong. Entertainment is not wrong, but reveling is. Our principle is ‘Use all things wisely, abusing none.’

3. Carefully avoid offending your brother. | do not mean that you must submit to the self-righteous notions of men. But we must not be the cause of a brother acting contrary to his own conscience. This is what Paul
means by offending the brethren. We must avoid it at all costs. My brother’s conscience is more important than my personal desires.

4. Make your use of all things subservient to the glory of God, the gospel of Christ and the welfare of the church. In all things, make your love for Christ and his people the basis of your actions. Use your liberty in
Christ for the honor of Christ, and you will not go far astray. We must avoid both licentiousness and legalism. Both are dreadful evils. God’s people are called into liberty!

lan Paisley - Glorious Liberty

"Our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus." Galatians 2:4
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The liberty which we have in Christ Jesus is the glorious liberty of the sons of God.
I. The Liberty of the Acquittal by God

To be acquitted at the bar of God from all our sins, not by a mere pardon, but by an act of justification, through the full payment by another of all our transgressions, brings a liberty which no man understandeth
but he who possesses it.

This is freedom indeed, the liberty with which Christ makes the sinner free. All sins fully paid for and their penalty met by the bloodshedding of Christ.
Il. The Liberty of Approach to God
Sin has erected a barrier between the sinner and God. The sinner cannot get near to God. His sins have separated him from his God.

But Christ has removed the barrier and demolished forever sin's wall of separation. He has broken down the middle wall of partition between us. "Having boldness therefore brethren to enter into the Holiest of all
by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way." Oh walk that perfect way of liberty today, the liberty of approach to God.

lll. The Liberty of Acceptance by God
To be accepted by God, what a liberty is that!
"Accepted in the Beloved."

No fear! No darkness! No separation! Embraced! Cleansed! Perfect in Christ! That is the liberty of the saints in light. It can be yours today by the gift of God. Call on Christ to liberate your soul by the acquittal by
God, the approach to God and the acceptance of God. (A Text A Day Keeps the Devil Away)

lan Paisley - Spy Mastering
"And that because of fake brethren unawares brought in, who came in privily to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into bondage." Galatians 2:4
Gospel Liberty

The Gospel is the Gospel of liberty, it delivers us from the tradition of the elders. There are those who would chain God's people with the goading bondage of the yoke of that tradition. They
manufacture rules and condemn those who do not conform to their commandments. This unholy legalism must be clearly distinguished from lawfulness which is the keeping of God's holy
commandments.

The Spies

Paul was a spy exposer, and he uncovered the working of such a devil inspired emissary.

Note his language. He condemned them as "false brethren”, who work "privily and unawares" "to bring the free people of God into bondage".
The Counteraction

Paul moved ruthlessly against them, "To whom we gave place by subjection, no, not for an hour; that the truth of the gospel might continue with you." Galatians 2:5. He was not even afraid to
take on Peter, himself withsanding him to the face because he was to be blamed (verse 11).

Gospel liberty must be preserved at whatever cost.
We who have begun in the Spirit cannot perfect ourselves in the flesh. (A Text A Day Keeps the Devil Away)

Galatians 2:5 But we did not yield in subjection to them for even an hour, so that the truth of the gospel would remain with you.

Greek: ois oude pros horan eixamen (1PAAI) te hupotage, hina e aletheia tou euaggeliou diameine (3SAAS) pros humas.
Amplified: To them we did not yield submission even for a moment, that the truth of the Gospel might continue to be [preserved] for you [in its purity].
Phillips We did not give those men an inch, for the truth of the Gospel for you and all Gentiles was at stake.

Wuest To whom not even for an hour did we yield with reference to the particular voluntary submission (demanded), in order that the truth of the gospel might abide for you. Eerdmans
Publishing)

NET Galatians 2:5 But we did not surrender to them even for a moment, in order that the truth of the gospel would remain with you.
GNT Galatians 250G00 mp g pov e &apev T moTay , Vot A Belx To € ayyeA ou dicue v TP G p G
NLT Galatians 2:5 But we refused to give in to them for a single moment. We wanted to preserve the truth of the gospel message for you.
KJV Galatians 2:5 To whom we gave place by subjection, no, not for an hour; that the truth of the gospel might continue with you.
ESV Galatians 2:5 to them we did not yield in submission even for a moment, so that the truth of the gospel might be preserved for you.
ASV Galatians 2:5 to whom we gave place in the way of subjection, no, not for an hour; that the truth of the gospel might continue with you.
CSB Galatians 2:5 But we did not give up and submit to these people for even an hour, so that the truth of the gospel would be preserved for you.
NIV Galatians 2:5 We did not give in to them for a moment, so that the truth of the gospel might remain with you.
NKJ Galatians 2:5 to whom we did not yield submission even for an hour, that the truth of the gospel might continue with you.
NRS Galatians 2:5 we did not submit to them even for a moment, so that the truth of the gospel might always remain with you.
YLT Galatians 2:5 to whom not even for an hour we gave place by subjection, that the truth of the good news might remain to you.
NAB Galatians 2:5 to them we did not submit even for a moment, so that the truth of the gospel might remain intact for you.
NJB Galatians 2:5 people we did not defer to for one moment, or the truth of the gospel preached to you might have been compromised.
GWN Galatians 2:5 But we did not give in to them for a moment, so that the truth of the Good News would always be yours.
BBE Galatians 2:5 To whom we gave way not even for an hour; so that the true words of the good news might still be with you.

= we did not yield in subjection: Ga 3:1,2 Ac 15:2 Col 2:4-8 Jude 1:3

= So that the truth of the gospel would remain with you: Ga 2:14 4:16 Eph 1:13 Col 1:5 1Th 2:13
= Galatians 2 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

NO CAVING IN OR COMPROMISE
CONCERNING THE GOSPEL

But we did not yield in subjection to them for even an hour- "We did not cave in to their demands." Phillips paraphrases it "We did not give those men an inch." Notice thewe which indicates Paul and
Barnabas (the leaders) and Titus (the test case) did not budge. The Greek uses oude indicating absolute negation. It never crossed their mind to yield on the essential truth of the Gospel.

Barclay has an interesting comment suggesting that "There is a battle behind this passage; and it seems likely that the leaders of the Church urged Paul, for peace’s sake, to compromise, and to give in, in the case
of Titus. But Paul stood like a rock. He knew that this was a test case, and he would not yield one inch for one moment. To yield would have been to accept the slavery of the law and to turn his back on the
Christian freedom which is in Christ. In the end Paul's determination won the day."

McGee says: Paul stood by his guns. These false brethren said, “This man Titus who is here meeting with the church (and it was practically all Jewish then) has not even been circumcised!” Paul says, “No, and
he’s not going to be circumcised. He is as much a believer as any of you. He has been saved by faith apart from the Law. He is not about to follow any part of the Law for salvation.” This is a tremendous stand that
Paul is taking.


https://www.eerdmans.com/Products/0882/the-new-testament.aspx

Swindoll comments "If Paul and Barnabas had sought peace at any price, the brilliant light of the glorious gospel of grace would have been eclipsed by the waning, reflected glory of an obsolete covenant of works.
And if the Judaizers had won a victory at the Christian command center in Jerusalem, the outposts of the true faith would have suffered similar attacks at the hands of an emboldened insurgency of self-righteous
frauds. This is why Paul and his associates refused to yield to the demands of the false teachers "for even an hour" (2:5). The survival of the truth of the gospel itself was at stake, and Paul wasn't willing to give
even an inch." (Swindoll's Living Insights New Testament Commentary — Galatians. Ephesians)

Spurgeon - It is impossible for us to estimate how much we owe to the apostle Paul. Of all who have ever lived, we who are Gentiles owe more to him than to any other man. See how he fought our battles for us.
When our Jewish brethren would have excluded us because we were not of the seed of Abraham according to the flesh, how bravely did he contend that, if we were partakers of the same faith, Abraham is the
father of all the faithful that he was loved of God, and the covenant was made with him, not in circumcision, but before he was circumcised, and that we are partakers of that covenant.

Not...for even an hour - an idiom for a very short period of time for "hour" was the smallest increment of time in the Greek language. . Paul did not compromise with them oneiota! Stated another way Paul gave
them no time at alll He brushed off their false teaching! And expression of time is at the beginning of the Greek sentence for emphasis, specifically in this context an emphatic contrast (i.e., an opposite idea - what
is emphatically not intended). Vine adds that this "expression implies prompt resistance to a formal demand, and excludes the notion that Titus had been circumcised.”

Newton - It was not even a casual thought in the Apostle's mind to compromise the truth of the gospel for the bondage of Jewish legalism. He had lived in that kind of legalism. He understood its enslaving power.
Now he would not rest until the truth of the gospel glowed brightly among the Galatians. (lbid)

As Donald Campbell notes "To impose circumcision on Titus would be to deny that salvation was by faith alone and to affirm that in addition to faith there must be obedience to the Law for acceptance before God.
Thus the basic issue of the gospel was involved and Paul would not deviate or yield for a moment.” (The Bible Knowledge Commentary)

A T Robertson (we did not yield) - The compromisers pleaded for the circumcision of Titus “because of the false brethren” in order to have peace.

And to the end of his life with his last written words Paul commanded his young disciple Timothy, to Retain (present imperative = only possible as we rely on the enabling power of the Holy Spirit) the standard of
sound ("health”, spiritual health giving) words (in context refers to the truth of the Gospel) which you have heard from me, in the faith and love which are in Christ Jesus." (2Ti 1:13)

Yield (1502) (eiko) means to give place, to yield, to give way, to obey, to submit. BDAG says eiko means to yield to someone, "to give way before expression of force or argument." This word was used in secular
Greek meaning to give the horse the rein. It is found only in Gal 2:5.

Subjection (5292) (hupotage from hupotasso = to submit, be under obedience) is a noun which means subordination, subjection, submission, obedience.Wuest adds that hupotage "denotes a voluntary act, not
one imposed from without." BDAG - "only passive the state of submissiveness, subjection, subordination, as opposed to setting oneself up as controller.”

Vine - hupotagé, used again in 2 Corinthians 9:13 of the submission of Christians to Christ; in 1 Timothy 2:11 of the position of women in the church; and in 1 Timothy 3:4 of the relationship between children and
their parents. “Submission” is to be preferred to “subjection” here, inasmuch as to submit is to yield oneself, whereas to subject is to cause another person to yield.

Hupotage - 4x in 4v (no uses in Septuagint): control(1), obedience(1), subjection(1), submissiveness(1)

2 Corinthians 9:13 Because of the proof given by this ministry, they will glorify God for yourobedience to your confession of the gospel of Christ and for the liberality of your contribution to
them and to all,

Galatians 2:5 But we did not yield in subjection to them for even an hour, so that the truth of the gospel would remain with you.
1 Timothy 2:11 A woman must quietly receive instruction with entiresubmissiveness.

1 Timothy 3:4 He must be one who manages his own household well, keeping his children undercontrol with all dignity

THE TRUTH
OF THE GOSPEL

So that the truth of the gospel would remain with you- "Paul’s defense of the Gospel he had received from God was not made for any personal or selfish reasons" (Boice) Preservation of the integrity of the
Gospel was of paramount importance in the mind of Paul! So that (hina) introduces a purpose clause. What is the purpose? Paul stated why he yielded absolutely no ground to the Judaizers regarding the Gospel.
There was absolutely no room for compromise when lives and eternity hang in the balance!

As an aside the truth of the Gospel is the best way to expose the lies "the false brethren secretly brought in" in the previous passage. They offered a "false gospel" (really not a gospel - cf Gal 1:6-%) and here
Paul emphasizes the true Gospel.

What is the truth of the gospel? Martin Luther wrote, "Now the truth of the gospel is, that our righteousness cometh by faith alone, without the works of the law. The corruption, or the falsehood of the gospel is,
that we are justified by faith, but not without the works of the law." (Galatians).

Phil Newton comments that "There are plenty who say they believe in being justified by faith, but they refuse to qualify that with by faith alone. For they will add to the gospel something of their own making. To this
we must stand against without flinching. | agree with Martin Luther, "For a true and steadfast faith must lay hold upon nothing, but Christ alone, and in the terrors of conscience it hath nothing else to lean upon,
but this diamond Christ Jesus".

The truth of the Gospel speaks not so much of the "true Gospel" but of the "true teaching of the Gospel." True teaching stands in contrast to perversion by adulteration of elements such as necessity of obedience
to the Law of Moses.

John Calvin - The truth of the gospel denotes its genuine purity, or, which means the same thing, its pure and entire doctrine. For the false apostles did not altogether set aside the gospel, but mixed up with it
their own notions, so as to give it a false and disguised aspect, which it always has when we make the smallest departure “from the simplicity that is in Christ.” (2 Cor. 11:3.)

Eadie adds "The truth of the gospel” is not simply the true gospel, but truth as a distinctive element of the gospel,-opposed to the false views of its cardinal doctrine which the reactionary Judaists propounded.
That truth was, in its negative aspect, the non-obligation of the Mosaic law on Gentile believers,-in its positive aspect, justification by faith." (Galatians 2 Commentary)

Wuest - This was a grave crisis. The entire status of Gentile Christianity was involved in the case of Titus. The question as to whether Christianity was to be merely a modified form of legalistic Judaism or a system
of pure grace, was at stake. Justification by faith was on trial. Circumcision would have set it aside. (Galatians Commentary)

A T Robertson on the truth of the gospel - It was a grave crisis to call for such language. The whole problem of Gentile Christianity was involved in the case of Titus, whether Christianity was to be merely a
modified brand of legalistic Judaism or a spiritual religion, the true Judaism (the children of Abraham by faith). The case of Timothy (CIRCUMCISION IN Acts 16:1-3+) later was utterly different, for he had a Jewish
mother and a Greek father. Titus was pure Greek. (Galatians 2 Commentary )

Anders says: Paul stood absolutely firm because the truth of the gospel was at stake. To impose circumcision on Titus would be to deny that salvation was by faith alone and to affirm the law as the means to God’s
acceptance.(HNTC-Galatians)

Paul never budged from his position of salvation by grace alone through faith alone. This is what Jude means to contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints" (Jude 1:3+)
Paul says he absolutely did not yield to assaults on the integrity of the message that one is to believe in in order to be saved. Writing to Titus who was going into the isle of Crete where there were false teachers
Paul instructed him to appoint leaders who would be "holding fast the faithful word which is in accordance with the teaching, that he may be able both to exhort in sound doctrine and to refute those who
contradict." (Titus 1:9+)

MacArthur adds this note on Paul's circumcision of Timothy - He was not making a concession to the Judaizers, but rather was giving Timothy closer identity with Jews to whom they might witness. Timothy was
circumcised as a Jew not as a Christian. His circumcision had no relationship to his salvation but simply gave him entrance to Jewish synagogues, from which he would otherwise have been excluded. Titus,
however, was a full Gentile, and to have had him circumcised would have undercut the gospel of grace and made him a monument of victory for the Judaizers. (MacArthur New Testament Commentary — Galatians)

Phil Newton explains how to stand firm on the truth of the Gospel - How do we take such a stand? (1) | believe it begins with spending our lives studying the gospel of Jesus Christ, so that by knowing "the truth of
the gospel," we can easily recognize error. The main reason that error spreads through churches comes right back to a neglect of studying the rich truths of the gospel. (2)Then we need to use every opportunity
God gives for proclaiming the truth of the gospel to unbelievers,"seeing that | have been entrusted with the gospel." Our unbelieving friends hear plenty of 'false gospel' from the world and unfortunately, sometimes
from organized churches. So we must know what constitutes the gospel and not hesitate to explain it with authority to others, always with a view that God might be pleased to use our gospel explanations to bring a
sinner to faith in Christ. (3) | believe we must also be willing to take a stand in discussions on the gospel among professing Christians. There are those who are genuinely saved, but who are weak in the faith.
They may be facing some confusions, so graciously, patiently, and tenderly, help them through in grasping the glorious truth of the gospel. (Ibd)

Truth (225)(aletheia) speaks of the certainty, validity, truthfulness, dependability, uprightness of the good news of God in contrast to the lie of law keeping propagated by the false brethren.
Gospel (2098)(euaggelion) is the good news that God has provided in Christ a way of escape from the overwhelming death-dealing flood of sin, self and Satan.

The truth of the Gospel is a like multifaceted precious jewel...
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the Gospel of the kingdom (Mt 4:23)

the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God (Mk 1:1) - it centers in Christ

the Gospel of God (Mk 1:14) - it originates with God and was not invented by man
the Gospel of the kingdom of God (Lk 16:16)

the Gospel of the grace of God (Acts 20:24+),

the Gospel of His Son (Ro 1:9+)

the Gospel of Christ (Ro 15:19+)

the Gospel of the glory of Christ (2Co 4:4)

the Gospel of your salvation (Ep 1:13+)

the Gospel of peace (Ep 6:15+)

the Gospel of our Lord Jesus (2Th 1:8)

the glorious Gospel of the blessed God (1Ti 1:11)

In Ro 16:25, 26+ Paul called it “my Gospel” indicating that the special emphasis he gave the Gospel in his ministry.

Wiersbe says: Ever since Paul’s time, the enemies of grace have been trying to add something to the simplegospel of the grace of God. They tell us that a man is saved by faith in Christ plus something—good
works, the Ten Commandments, baptism, church membership, religious ritual—and Paul made it clear that these teachers are wrong. In fact, Paul pronounced a curse on any person (man or angel) who preaches
any other gospel than the gospel of the grace of God, centered in Jesus Christ.

Remain with you - The idea of remain (diameno) is remain unchanged, to remain continually with the Galatain saints. Wuest adds that "The idea of firm possession is present in the compound verbdiameno."
NET Note - "Paul evidently viewed the demands of the so-called "false brothers" as a departure from the truth contained in the gospel he preached. This was a very serious charge (see Gal 1:&)" (NET Note)

Remain (1265)(diameno from dia = intensifies meaning + meno = to remain) remain permanently (of God the Son - Heb 1:11) or to continue in the same place. To stay the same (mute in Lk
1:22). When diameno is used to describe people it means to remain constant or to stand by (as those did with Jesus in Lk 22:28). It is used to describe a circumstance, state or condition that continues and thus

remains the same (2Pet 3:4). In Hebrews 1:11 the idea is that it continues to exist. Here in Galatians 2:5 diameno is used figuratively of the Gospel continuing in association with the Galatians. Diameno is a
stronger way of saying it than if one used just the root verb meno, abide.

Diameno is used in the Septuagint (Lxx) of Psalm 119:89 to describe God's Word - "Forever, O LORD, Thy word is settled (Heb = natsab = to take one's stand, to appoint, to erect; Lxx = diameno) in heaven."
Don't you love that truth! It also means God's Word of the Gospel is forever and our salvation based on that Gospel is settled forever in Heaven!

Wuest on remain (rest) with you - With you is from pros humas. The idea is not that of simple rest. The preposition expresses the relation of an active bearing on life. One could translatefor you, and paraphrase
by the words with a view to your welfare. (Galatians Commentary)

Galatians 2:5 Don Fortner-Grace for Today
‘To whom we gave no place by subjection’ Gal 2:5

In the early days of the Church there were some self-appointed, freelance preachers who came from Jerusalem to Antioch, perverting the gospel of Christ and subverting the souls of men. They were preaching the
law of Moses, telling God’s people that faith in Christ is not sufficient; you must also keep the law of Moses. Paul and Barnabas refused to tolerate their heresy. Paul calls these legalists ‘false brethren’ and ‘spies’.
His choice of terms was not accidental. Usually those who preach and promote the law of Moses spend a great deal of time spying on others, so that they may bolster their own claims to ‘righteousness’ by sitting
in, judgment upon others. Paul shows us by his example that the spirit and doctrines of legalism must not be tolerated by the people of God. It matters not whether men preach the law of Moses as a basis for
justification, as the measure of sanctification, as a rule of life, as a motive for Christian service, or as the grounds of reward in heaven—all preaching of law works is an intolerable evil. Let no one confuse the issue.
The issue is not godliness or ungodliness of life. The issue is not what the believer does, or how the believer lives in this world. The issue is the motive and attitude of the heart. The legalist is motivated by fear. The
believer is motivated by love. The legalist hopes to be rewarded for his work. The believer hopes to honor God in his work. All law service is looked upon and performed as a matter of duty. Prayer, Bible reading,
attendance at public worship and tithing always have an element of either the fear of punishment or the promise of reward, as they are performed by the legalist. The believer prays because his heart longs to
commune with God, reads the Word because he wants to know God, attends worship because he desires to hear from God and gives because he loves God. The service and work of love is considered a privilege
by the one who performs it. And you can be sure of this: God will never accept anything except that which is done with a willing heart (2 Cor. 8:12).

Galatians 2:6 But from those who were of high reputation (what they were makes no difference to me; God shows no partiality)--well, those who were of rep ion contributed nothing to me.

Greek: apo de ton dokounton (PAP) einai (PAN) ti 110 oi pote ésan ouden moi [e] diapherei (PAl) prosopon ho Theos anthropou o lambanei (PIA-3S) emoi gar hoi dokountes (V-PPA-NMP)
ouden prosanethento (V-AIM-3P)

Amplified: Moreover, [no new requirements were made] by those who were reputed to be something—though what was their individual position and whether they really were of importance or
not makes no difference to me; God is not impressed with the positions that men hold and He is not partial and recognizes no external distinctions—those [l say] who were of repute imposed
no new requirements upon me [had nothing to add to my Gospel, and from them | received no new suggestions].

Phillips And as far as the leaders of the conference were concerned (I neither know nor care what their exact position was: God is not impressed with a man's office), they had nothing to add to
my Gospel.

Wuest But to be something from (at the hands of) those who were of repute, whatever they were aforetime, is of no importance to me. God accepts not man’s person. For those who were of
repute imposed nothing on me. (Eerdmans Publishing)

NET Galatians 2:6 But from those who were influential (whatever they were makes no difference to me; God shows no favoritism between people)— those influential leaders added nothing to
my message.

GNT Galatians 2:6 ™ 6 TV O0KO VTWV € Vo TI,- TTO O TIOTE OOV 0 O V oI Bl pel- TP owtiov [ ] Be ¢ vBp mou 0 Ao vel- po y p o Goko vTeg 0 O v Tpocav BevTo,
NLT Galatians 2:6 And the leaders of the church had nothing to add to what | was preaching. (By the way, their reputation as great leaders made no difference to me, for God has no favorites.)

KJV Galatians 2:6 But of these who seemed to be somewhat, (whatsoever they were, it maketh no matter to me: God accepteth no man's person:) for they who seemed to be somewhat in
conference added nothing to me:

ESV Galatians 2:6 And from those who seemed to be influential (what they were makes no difference to me; God shows no partiality)-- those, | say, who seemed influential added nothing to
me.

ASV Galatians 2:6 But from those who were reputed to be somewhat (whatsoever they were, it maketh no matter to me: God accepteth not man's person) -- they, | say, who were of repute
imparted nothing to me:

CSB Galatians 2:6 Now from those recognized as important (what they really were makes no difference to me; God does not show favoritism)-- they added nothing to me.

NIV Galatians 2:6 As for those who seemed to be important--whatever they were makes no difference to me; God does not judge by external appearance--those men added nothing to my
message.

NKJ Galatians 2:6 But from those who seemed to be something-- whatever they were, it makes no difference to me; God shows personal favoritism to no man-- for those who seemed to be
something added nothing to me.

NRS Galatians 2:6 And from those who were supposed to be acknowledged leaders (what they actually were makes no difference to me; God shows no partiality)-- those leaders contributed
nothing to me.

YLT Galatians 2:6 And from those who were esteemed to be something -- whatever they were then, it maketh no difference to me -- the face of man God accepteth not, for -- to me those
esteemed did add nothing,

NAB Galatians 2:6 But from those who were reputed to be important (what they once were makes no difference to me; God shows no partiality)-- those of repute made me add nothing.

NJB Galatians 2:6 but those who were recognised as important people -- whether they actually were important or not: There is no favouritism with God -those recognised leaders, | am saying,
had nothing to add to my message.

GWN Galatians 2:6 Those who were recognized as important people didn't add a single thing to my message. (What sort of people they were makes no difference to me, since God doesn't
play favorites.)

BBE Galatians 2:6 But from those who seemed to be important (whatever they were has no weight with me: God does not take man's person into account): those who seemed to be important
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gave nothing new to me;

= Those who were of high reputation: Ga 2:2,9 6:3 2Co 11:5,21-23 12:11 Heb 13:7,17

= What they were makes no difference to me: Ga 2:11-14 Job 32:6,7,17-22 Mt 22:16 Mk 6:17-20 12:14 Lu 20:21 2Co 5:16
= God shows no partiality: Job 34:19 Ac 10:34 Ro 2:11 1Pe 1:17

= who were of rep ion contributed nothing to me: Ga 2:10 Ac 15:6-29 2Co 12:11

= Galatians 2 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

NON-CONTRIBUTION FROM
THOSE OF REPUTATION

Campbell - "Having completed his discussion of Titus, Paul resumed the narrative relating to his conference with the apostles in Jerusalem." (BKC)
Those who were of high reputation ("the influential men") - The apostolic leaders of the church at Jerusalem.

Reputation is the verb dokeo which Paul uses 4 times in this section - Gal 2:2 "those who were ofreputation”, Gal 2:6 "those who were of highreputation,” Gal 2:6 those who were ofreputation,” and Gal 2:9
"James and Cephas and John, who were reputed.”

Wauest - Not only did Paul successfully maintain his position with regard to the matter of Gentile immunity from the obligation of circumcision at the Jerusalem council, but the persons of eminence in the church
there, imposed no restrictions nor commands upon him relative to the matter. (Galatians Commentary)

What they were makes no difference to me - At first glance, this sounds a bit arrogant, but that is by no means meant todenigrate or deprecate the esteemed apostles!

Don Anderson - He certainly is not degrading the Jerusalem leadership here. He is just emphasizing the fact that really the message of no Christian worker is right just simply because of the greatness of the
worker. God is not accepting man’s person—He uses man as a mere vehicle to communicate His message, even as the apostle has referred to this in Galatians 1:11-12. (Notes)

As Wuest explains "Paul means no disrespect. He is merely asserting his own independence of them, thus by contrast setting off his apostolic authority in the light of their's. He says that it made no difference with
him what their former position was, referring to their former intercourse with the Lord Jesus. The knowing Christ after the flesh (2 Cor. 5:16) gives one no position of preeminence in the Church. Furthermore, he
says that God is no respecter of persons, literally, “God does not receive the face of a man.” He shows no partiality because of a man’s natural ability, his position or possessions in the various departments of
human society." (Eerdmans Publishing)

John Stott - “Paul’s words are neither a denial of, nor a mark of disrespect for, their apostolic authority. He is simply indicating that, although he accepts their office as apostles, he is not overawed by their person as
it was being inflated (by the false teachers).” (Stott The Message of Galatians)

John Butler - The Bible presents to us an impartial God. God can never be factually accused of unjust favoritism. God is always fair, impartial and equitable. His blessings and His curses are not without good
reasons which substantiate his impartiality towards people.

In his comments on Romans 2:11 John Piper observes that impartiality "is such a major truth about God that the New Testament seems to invent a word for it—several words. Before the New Testament there are
no instances of the word used here for “partiality” or “respecter of persons.” The idea was there in the Old Testament: God does not “receive face,” they would say, that is, he is “impartial™—he is not moved by
irrelevant external appearances. He sees through them and goes to the heart of the matter and is not partial to appearance and circumstance. Nobody breaks the rules and gets away with it, no matter how powerful
or clever or wealthy or networked. All are judged by the same measure.In the New Testament this was so important to make clear that the writers took these two words, “receive face” and combined them into a new
verb in James 2:9—*be-a-face-receiver” (prospolempteo)—and two new nouns—-a-face-receiver” (prosopolemptes, Acts 10:34+) and “face-receiving” (prosopolempsia, Romans 2:11; Ephesians 6:9; Colossians
3:25, James 2:1+). There is no “face-receiving” with God, Paul says." (There Is No Partiality With God. Part 1)

MacArthur explains why Paul said God shows no partiality - The unique privileges of the twelve therefore did not make their apostleship more legitimate or authoritative than Paul's.
Lange on God shows no partiality - He makes no such distinction, to Him the senior Apostles are not “of repute” in contrast with Paul; he has chosen Paul to be an Apostle as much as them.

God shows no partiality - More literally this reads "the face of man God does not accept" God does not play favorites a truth echoed throughout Scripture. Indeed, impartiality is one of God's great attributes $ee
impartial)...

For the LORD your God is the God of gods and the Lord of lords, the great, the mighty, andthe awesome God Who does not show partiality, nor take a bribe. (Dt 10:17)

Now then let the fear of the LORD be upon you; be very careful what you do, forthe LORD our God will have no part in unrighteousness, or partiality or the taking of a bribe." (2 Chr
19:7)

(God) shows no partiality to princes, nor regards the rich above the poor, for they all are the work of His hands (Job 34:19)

And they *sent their disciples to Him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that You are truthful and teach the way of God in truth, and defer to no one; forYou are not partial
to any. (Mt 22:16)

Comment - They conclude their introduction by saying (again literally according to a Greek and Hebrew idiom), “For you do not look at the face of men,” in other words, “You are impartial.”
See 1 Sam. 16:7

And opening his mouth, Peter said: "I most certainly understand now thatGod is not one to show partiality, (Acts 10:34)
For there is no partiality with God. (Romans 2:11+)

And if you address as Father the One who impartially judges (literally, “the non-face showing judge”) according to each man's work, conduct yourselves in fear during the time of your stay
upon earth; (1Pe 1:174)

PAUL'S MESSAGE -
NO MODIFICATIONS!
Those who were of reputation contributed nothing to me- The NIV says "those men added nothing to my message." The Amplified has "those [I say] who were of repute imposed no new requirements

upon me [had nothing to add to my Gospel, and from them | received no new suggestions." The apostles had contributed nothing to Paul's knowledge or understanding of the Gospel or to his authority to
preach the Gospel.

Anderson comments "This is an amazing statement because you would expect that the key leaders—or the top brass—would add something in addition to the ministry of the Apostle Paul or at least would
endeavor to correct him some way." (Notes)

Paul had received the Gospel message and his call to be a Gospel messenger from God...

"For | would have you know, brethren, that the gospel which was preached by me is not according to man. For | neither received it from man, nor was | taught it, but | received it through a
revelation of Jesus Christ....But when God, who had set me apart even from my mother’'s womb and called me through His grace, was pleased to reveal His Son in me so that | might preach
Him among the Gentiles, | did not immediately consult with flesh and blood," (Gal 1:11-12, 15-16+)

Paul had no doubts about his calling and his revelation. Since Paul received his message and authority from Christ, how could men, even those of "high reputation" add anything to his message of salvation in the
Gospel?

Newton adds that Paul "was not being cocky by such a statement, but rather his understanding of the gospel was on the same par as theirs. They did not make any additions, in this case circumcision, to his gospel
message. Instead, they all recognized that God had entrusted them with the gospel and that the Lord Himself had sent them to their respective territories of gospel ministry."

John Eadie - God is impartial in the bestowment of His gifts and in the selection of His instruments. The apostle takes God for his model, and he judges and acts accordingly. I acted,” as if he had said, “in my
estimate of these men, and in my conference with them, without regard to such external elements as often influence human judgments and occasionally warp them.” He showed no undue leaning on them, though
they justly stood so high in the esteem and confidence of the mother church in Jerusalem. (Galatians 2 Commentary)

Wuest - In these words (contributed nothing) Paul says what he began to say at the beginning of the verse. The Jerusalem apostles imposed on him no burden of doctrine or practice, and imparted to him nothing
in addition to what he knew. (Galatians Commentary)

Contributed (4323) (prosanatithemi from prés = towards, in addition to + anatithemi from ana = up + tithemi = to put) means to lay up in addition, to impart or communicate further (as here in Gal 2:6) or by way
of consultation, to confer with, consult as in the present passage. The idea is the leaders could not communicate any additional facts or truths regarding the basic Gospel message of salvation by faith plus nothing.

Prosanatithemi is used only in Gal 1:16 and Gal 2:6.
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The root verb anatithemi means to set forth one's cause (Acts 25:14), to expound with a request for counsel, approval, or decision, to communicate @natithemi in Gal. 2:2). The shorter form anatithemi, is the less
intensive word simply signifying the imparting of information, rather than conferring with others to seek advice.

In Gal 1:16 the idea is “to lay a matter before others so as to obtain counsel or instruction.” (Vine) To present one's cause to another as for approval or judgment. To go to someone for advice something Paul
absolutely did not (ouden = absolute negation) do in this visit to Jerusalem!

Galatians 2:6-10 TODAY IN THE WORD
In his album ""Present Reality,"" musician and writer Michael Card explores the Christ-centered heart of Paul. Introducing the album, he writes: ""Paul was caught up in the transforming power of the realization that
Christ is both living and present. The mystery of Christ, he called it, the hope of glory."" One song contains these gospel lyrics, based on Galatians 3:

[God] made a better way

When the moment was right He sent His own Son
And He opened the way so that everyone

Could have hope.

As Paul continues in today's reading to defend his apostleship, his commitment to the gospel is a constant theme. The greatness of the other apostles' reputations didn't matter to him--his gospel came from God
Himself (v. 6). The message of a Christian worker is not superior or right because of the greatness of the worker. From the context it is clear that Paul does not mean to degrade the position of the Jerusalem
leadership. The respect he gives them is evident from the very fact that he comes to them for a definitive solution to a knotty problem.

James, Peter and John recognized that Paul had been made an apostle to the Gentiles as Peter had been to the Jews (v. 7). They also recognized that Paul had not launched into a ministry to the Gentiles on his
own; God had entrusted it to him (1 Cor. 9:17). The other apostles reached the conclusion that Paul had a commission equal to Peter's because they saw that God had wrought just as great spiritual works through
the one as through the other (Gal. 2:8).

APPLY THE WORD

When Paul was commissioned and sent off (vv. 7-9), he became the forerunner for world missions. How much do you know about the missionaries supported by your church or denomination? Are you up-to-date on
their ministries and prayer requests? Here are several ideas for becoming more involved with your church's missions program: (1) Browse the bulletin board for recent prayer letters. Sign up to receive one. (2) As a
family, adopt a missionary family to pray for and correspond with. (3) Begin financially supporting one missionary or missionary family on a regular basis.

Galatians 2:6-10 TODAY IN THE WORD
There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. - Galatians 3:28

Until just two years ago, tensions between minority Tamils and majority Sinhalese had plunged Sri Lanka into a decades-long civil war. Now that the war has ended, Tamils and Sinhalese are overcoming ethnic
barriers and finding commonalities around two surprising things: cricket and cuisine. Once-bitter enemies have found themselves cheering for the same teams and enjoying the same food.

Tragically, ethnic conflicts have simmered across the globe, from the distant past continuing to the present day. Ethnic identity can comprise an important part of who we are, but sometimes it is twisted into a
dividing line to separate “us” from “them.” Even the church has suffered from this tendency.

In the first-century, new Christian believers didn’t automatically lose the ethnic labels of “Jew” and “Gentile.” Jews who had converted to the Christian faith still retained a strong sense of their Jewish-ness. Gentiles
struggled to overcome the “outsider” status that had been theirs in the worship of Yahweh for many centuries. The Galatian churches found themselves at the center of these ethnic tensions. Did identifying oneself
with Jesus and choosing to follow Him mean shedding the ethnic distinctions of centuries past? What did it mean to be a Jew or Gentile in the light of the cross?

In Galatians 2, Paul shares details of his second trip to Jerusalem, which turned out to be a very amicable meeting with Peter. They affirmed each other’s calling by God: Peter had been commissioned to take the
gospel to the Jews, Paul to the Gentiles. Paul affirmed that God was indeed at work through the ministry of Peter, and despite their later disagreements, he did not seek to discredit Peter’s ministry in any way.

But for all the respect and honor that Paul pays to Peter and to his ministry, there is no sign of Paul’s subordination to Peter. Paul knew that the false teachers had accused him of being a second-tier apostle with a
second-rate gospel. But he will not back down from the defense of his apostleship.

APPLY THE WORD Today’s reading paves the way for Paul to discuss the later disagreement he had with Peter. He models for us what constructive disagreement can look like in the church. Disagreement does
not have to be synonymous with personal attack. Paul respected Peter and believed they were partnering together in the work of the gospel. And on the other hand, Paul didn’'t assume any kind of false humility. He
unapologetically confronted a fundamental compromise of the gospel.

Galatians 2:7 But on the contrary, seeing that | had been entrusted with the Gospel to the uncir ised, just as Peter had been to the circumcised

Greek: alla tounantion idontes (V-APA-NMP) hoti pepisteumai (V-RIM/P-1S) to euangelion tés akrobystias kathds Petros tés
peritomés

Amplified: But on the contrary, when they [really] saw that | had been entrusted [to carry] the Gospel to the uncircumcised [Gentiles, just as definitely] as Peter had been entrusted [to proclaim]
the Gospel to the circumcised [Jews, they were agreeable];

Phillips In fact they recognised that the Gospel for the uncircumcised was as much my commission as the Gospel for the circumcised was Peter's.

Wouest But on the contrary, when they saw that | had been entrusted with (the responsibility of preaching) the gospel to the uncircumcised as Peter with (the responsibility of preaching) the
Gospel to the circumcised. (Eerdmans Publishing)

GNT Galatians 2:7 A T0 vavT ov 0 VTEG TI TIETT OTEUPXI T € Ayy AoV T ¢ KpoBUOT oG ko G I Tpog T § TTEPITOY G,

NLT Galatians 2:7 Instead, they saw that God had given me the responsibility of preaching the gospel to the Gentiles, just as he had given Peter the responsibility of preaching to the Jews.
KJV Galatians 2:7 But contrariwise, when they saw that the gospel of the uncircumcision was committed unto me, as the gospel of the circumcision was unto Peter;

ESV Galatians 2:7 On the contrary, when they saw that | had been entrusted with the gospel to the uncircumcised, just as Peter had been entrusted with the gospel to the circumcised
ASV Galatians 2:7 but contrariwise, when they saw that | had been intrusted with the gospel of the uncircumcision, even as Peter with the gospel of the circumcision

CSB Galatians 2:7 On the contrary, they saw that | had been entrusted with the gospel for the uncircumcised, just as Peter was for the circumcised,

NIV Galatians 2:7 On the contrary, they saw that | had been entrusted with the task of preaching the gospel to the Gentiles, just as Peter had been to the Jews.

NKJ Galatians 2:7 But on the contrary, when they saw that the gospel for the uncircumcised had been committed to me, as the gospel for the circumcised was to Peter

NRS Galatians 2:7 On the contrary, when they saw that | had been entrusted with the gospel for the uncircumcised, just as Peter had been entrusted with the gospel for the circumcised
YLT Galatians 2:7 but, on the contrary, having seen that | have been entrusted with the good news of the uncircumcision, as Peter with that of the circumcision,

NAB Galatians 2:7 On the contrary, when they saw that | had been entrusted with the gospel to the uncircumcised, just as Peter to the circumcised,

NJB Galatians 2:7 On the contrary, once they saw that the gospel for the uncircumcised had been entrusted to me, just as to Peter the gospel for the circumcised

GWN Galatians 2:7 In fact, they saw that | had been entrusted with telling the Good News to people who are not circumcised as Peter had been entrusted to tell it to those who are
circumcised.

BBE Galatians 2:7 But, quite the opposite, when they saw that | had been made responsible for preaching the good news to those without circumcision, even as Peter had been for those of
the circumcision

= seeing that | had been entrusted: Ga 2:9 Ac 15:12,25,26 2Pe 3:15
= the Gospel to the uncircumcised: Ga 1:16 Acts 13:46-48 Acts 18:6 Acts 28:28 Ro 1:5 Ro 11:13 1Th 2:4 1Ti 2:7 2Ti 1:11
= Galatians 2 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

AU CONTRAIRE
Au contraire is a French phrase which means contrary to expectations

But on the contrary- What is he contrasting? The fact that the leaders communicated nothing additional to the Gospel Paul proclaimed. For seventeen years he had preached the gospel without their having had
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the least part in it. In sum Paul writes that James and Cephas and John acknowledged that his message was of divine origin and affirmed it as truth without reservation.

Wuest - Paul states here that instead of the Jerusalem apostles championing the case of the Judaizers as certain had hoped, they came boldly over to Paul’s side after they had heard the issue discussed in private
conference (Eerdmans Publishing)

Eadie writes "They not only gave me no instructions, as if my course had been disapproved by them, “but on the contrary™ A\ To voavTiov (alla tounantion) - their conduct was the very opposite; neither jealousy, nor
disparagement of me-far from it,—“but on the contrary, they gave me the right hand of fellowship.” (Ibid)

Seeing that | had been entrusted with the Gospel to the uncircumcised- The point here is that the apostles in Jerusalem fully recognized that Paul was entrusted by God to preach the Gospel. | like the Phillips
paraphrase "In fact they recognised that the Gospel for the uncircumcised was as much my commission as the Gospel for the circumcised was Peter's."

Entrusted is in the perfect tense which implies that Paul's commission was permanent, as long as there was breath in his lungs, there was a Gospel message for any Gentile willing to listen! O, to be so focused on
this incredible privilege we have to proclaim the Gospel that sets captives free, now and forever. Amen!

| had been entrusted (4100)(pisteuo) in active voice means to believe but here is in the passive voice which means to be entrusted with something as for example the Jews who "were entrusted with the oracles
of God." (Ro 3:2) Here Paul a Jew has been entrusted with taking the Gospel to the uncircumcised, a metaphorical description of the Gentiles. Paul uses pisteuo 3 more times in Galatians but all of these are in
the sense of believing in Christ Jesus for salvation (Gal 2:16, 3:6, 22).

Wuest explains that "entrusted" (pisteuo) "was also a technical word used in the imperial government of Rome. The imperial secretary used the technical expression pepisteumai, | have been entrusted, the
qualifying word being added which would designate the matter with which he was entrusted. The apostles were the imperial secretaries of the King of kings, the Lord Jesus, to whom was entrusted the writing and
propagation of the New Testament message." (Galatians Commentary)

Paul used entrusted (pisteuo) in the same "technical sense current in the Roman world at that time" (as discussed in previous paragraph) in several passages -

= 1 Cor 9:17 - "l have a stewardship entrusted (perfect tense) to me"

= 1Th 2:4 - "we have been approved by God tobe entrusted (aorist passive infinitive) with the Gospel"

= 1Ti1:11 - "according to the glorious Gospel of the blessed God, with whichl have been entrusted. (aorist passive indicative)"

= Titus 1:3 - "at the proper time manifested, even His word, in the proclamation [the Gospel] with whichl was entrusted (aorist passive indicative).

In Paul's letter to the saints at Thessalonica, Paul wrote that "we (cp "Paul and Silvanus and Timothy" - 1 Th 1:1) have been approved by God to be entrusted with the Gospel (1Th 2:4).

With the Gospel (euaggelion), the good news.

THE SAME GOSPEL
TO TWO GROUPS

Wuest - Paul speaks of the gospel of the circumcision and the gospel of the uncircumcision. His thought is not that there are two different gospels, two different types of messages adjusted to the needs of the Jews
and the Gentiles respectively. He means that to him was committed the responsibility of taking the gospel of grace to the Gentiles, and that to Peter was given the commission of taking it to the Jews. (Galatians
Commentary)

Burton says that the context demonstrates that Paul regarded the distinction between the gospel entrusted to him and that entrusted to Peter as not one of content but of the persons addressed.

Luke records "And Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly and said, “It was necessary that the word of God should be spoken to you first (Jews - cp Ro 1:16); since you repudiate it, and judge yourselves unworthy of
eternal life, behold, we are turning to the Gentiles. 47 “For thus the Lord has commanded us,‘l HAVE PLACED YOU AS A LIGHT FOR THE GENTILES, THAT YOU SHOULD BRING SALVATION TO THE END
OF THE EARTH.” 48 And when the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and glorifying the word of the Lord; and as many as had been appointed to eternal life believed. (Acts 13:46-48)

Comment - Quoting Isa 42:6, Paul showed that he clearly understood God's intention for the Jewish nation to be a light to the Gentiles Instead of quoting his own commission to the
Gentiles given to him on the road to Damascus, he chose to quote God's commission of all Jews as found in the Old Testament. In rejecting that commission, the Jewish leaders who listened
to Paul not only rejected the Gentiles and Paul but in effect rejected God Himself. As a result, Paul turned to the Gentiles, who immediately "began rejoicing and glorifying the work of the Lord."
The result? "The Word of the Lord spread through the whole region." Yes, the nations are responsive to the gospel, if we will only bring it to them! Beloved, you may not be called to go to
foreign soil but you can still go "vicariously" by praying for missionaries and for hidden people groups daily - see Joshua project unreached of the day and Global Prayer Digest.

Writing to the saints at Rome Paul declared "through Whom (Jesus Christ our Lord - Ro 1:4) we have received grace (Note he mentions grace first and then his title) and apostleshipto bring about the obedience
of faith among all the Gentiles, for His name’s sake. (Ro 1:5)

Paul reminded Timothy "I was appointed a preacher and an apostle (I am telling the truth, | am not lying) asa teacher of the Gentilesin faith and truth.” (1 Ti 2:7)

Just as Peter had been to the circumcised - Peter was to go to the Jews. Of course this did not exclude proclamation of the Gospel to a Gentile named Cornelius in Acts 18- and Acts 11+! They had just ONE
MESSAGE but TWO DIFFERENT MISSION FIELDS.

McGee says: Let's understand that there were not two gospels in the sense of Peter's gospel and Paul’'s gospel. These men were in complete agreement. The gospel of the circumcision and the gospel of the
uncircumcision refer to the groups the gospel was going to.

Circumcised (4061)(peritome) refers to one who is literally circumcised, which in the ancient world was virtually always the Jews. Circumcised is used in a figurative sense to refer to ethnicity in Ro 3:30; 4:9, 12;
15:8; Gal 2:7-9; Eph 2:11; Col 3:11.

As we have noted above the most important circumcision is not physical but spiritual by the Spirit - see Dt 10:16, 30:6, Jer 4:4, 9:26, Ezek 44:7, Col 2:11; Ro 2:28,29, Php 3:3. SeeCircumcision of the Heart.

Galatians 2:8 (for He who effectually worked for Peter in his hip to the cir Ily worked for me also to the Gentiles),

Greek: ho gar energésas (V-APA-NMS) Petrd eis apostolén tés peritomés enérgésen (V-AIA-3S) kai emoi (in me) eis ta ethné

Amplified: For He Who motivated and fitted Peter and worked effectively through him for the mission to the circumcised, motivated and fitted me and worked through me also for [the mission
to] the Gentiles.

Phillips For the God who had done such great work in Peter's ministry for the Jews was plainly doing the same in my ministry for the Gentiles.

Wuest For He who worked effectively for Peter with respect to (his) apostolate to the circumcision, also worked effectively for me with respect to the Gentiles. Eerdmans Publishing)
NET Galatians 2:8 (for he who empowered Peter for his apostleship to the circumcised also empowered me for my apostleship to the Gentiles)

GNT Galatians 2:8 y p vepy cog M Tp £G TTOOTOA V T G TEPITOY § V PyNOEV K& HO €GT Ovn,

NLT Galatians 2:8 For the same God who worked through Peter as the apostle to the Jews also worked through me as the apostle to the Gentiles.

KJV Galatians 2:8 (For he that wrought effectually in Peter to the apostleship of the circumcision, the same was mighty in me toward the Gentiles:)

ESV Galatians 2:8 (for he who worked through Peter for his apostolic ministry to the circumcised worked also through me for mine to the Gentiles),

ASV Galatians 2:8 (for he that wrought for Peter unto the apostleship of the circumcision wrought for me also unto the Gentiles);

CSB Galatians 2:8 since the One at work in Peter for an apostleship to the circumcised was also at work in me for the Gentiles.

NIV Galatians 2:8 For God, who was at work in the ministry of Peter as an apostle to the Jews, was also at work in my ministry as an apostle to the Gentiles.
NKJ Galatians 2:8 (for He who worked effectively in Peter for the apostleship to the circumcised also worked effectively in me toward the Gentiles),

NRS Galatians 2:8 (for he who worked through Peter making him an apostle to the circumcised also worked through me in sending me to the Gentiles),

YLT Galatians 2:8 for He who did work with Peter to the apostleship of the circumcision, did work also in me in regard to the nations,

NAB Galatians 2:8 for the one who worked in Peter for an apostolate to the circumcised worked also in me for the Gentiles,

NJB Galatians 2:8 (for he who empowered Peter's apostolate to the circumcision also empowered mine to the gentiles),
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GWN Galatians 2:8 The one who made Peter an apostle to Jewish people also made me an apostle to people who are not Jewish.

BBE Galatians 2:8 (Because he who was working in Peter as the Apostle of the circumcision was working no less in me among the Gentiles);

= he (KJV): Ac 1:8 2:14-41 3:12-26 4:4 5:12-16 8:17
= the same (KJV): Ga 3:5 Ac 9:15 13:2-11 14:3-11 15:12 19:11,12,26 21:19 22:21 Ac 26:17,18 1Co 1:5-7 9:2 15:10 2Co 11:4,5 Col 1:29
= Galatians 2 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

ONE MESSAGE
TWO DIFFERENT MISSION FIELDS

(for He who effectually worked for Peter in his apostleship to the circumcised effectually worked for me also to the Gentiles) Note the use of the "parenthesis" marks in most of the translations. Paul is
saying that it is the same Spirit of God Who energized the work of Peter and himself, to two different mission fields both giving forth the same message.

MacArthur says "The same Holy Spirit (He) who energized (worked, from energeo, to be at work, to produce results) and empoweredPeter energized and empowered Paul, and the Spirit has but one gospel."

Wuest explains that Gal 2:8 "is a parenthetical statement. It confirms the contents of the preceding verse, namely that God delegated to Paul the responsibility of giving the Gospel to the Gentiles, and to Peter,
the responsibility of giving the same message to the Jews. Paul’s reasoning is as follows. He recognizes without hesitation Peter's apostleship and its divine source. Then he proves that the recognition of his
apostleship given by the Jerusalem apostles was merited, because his experience in preaching the Gospel among the Gentiles was equal to and like in character to their efforts among the Jews. He says that God
who wrought effectually in Peter's work among the Jews, did the same with reference to his work among the Gentiles. All of which means that both Peter and Paul were recipients of the blessing of God in their work
for Him, which is tantamount to saying that He gave recognition to each one as an apostle by divine appointment.” (Galatians Commentary!

And continuing Wuest's logic, the implication is that the Gospel of Paul and the Gospel of Peter both effectually worked because they were the very same Gospel independent of ethnicity and not two different
Gospels. In addition "it speaks of God’s seal of approval resting upon the work of both Peter and Paul, and thus upon their apostleship." (Eerdmans Publishing)

John Eadie has a similar remark - This parenthetical verse gives the ground of the preceding statement. The same God who wrought effectually for Peter wrought effectually for Paul too; therefore the mission of
Paul, divine in its source and sustentation, could not but be recognised....The inworker is God, and that inworking comprehends every element of commission and qualification-outpouring of the Spirit, working of
miracles, and all the various endowments and adaptations which fitted both men so fully for their respective spheres. (Acts 15:12).

For (gar) is a term of explanation which should always prompt the simple question "What is being explained?"

Effectually worked (energized) (1754) (energeo fromen = in + érgon = work. English = energetic) means to work effectively to cause something to happen or produce results (in this context bringing about
salvation of those who heard them preach the Gospel). In the NT energeo is used only of superhuman power.

Gary Hill adds that "energeo ("energizing") generally refers to believers as divinely-energized by the Lord (His Spirit) working in (and through) them (Eph 1:11, 10, Eph 3:20, Php 2:13, Col 1:29, 1Th 2:13, James
5:16). The focus is on the internal transformation of the believer, i.e. God's energy at work in the inner-man." (Discovery Bible)

God's Spirit supernaturally energized Peter and Paul to work to effectively and efficiently. Peter and Paul were "conduits" of the Gospel of grace, respectively to the circumcised Jews and to the
uncircumcised Gentiles.

Conduits work most effectively when they are empty of obstructing contents. Are you like Peter and Paul, a "conduit" of God's grace allowing the Gospel to flow through your body? What do you need to do to clear
our obstructions so that you might redeem the time God has alloted you in this short life (Eph 5:16+)? Let me encourage you (as | need to do to myself) to "lay aside every encumbrance, and the sin which so easily
entangles (you so that you can)....run with endurance the race that is set before (you)." (Heb 12:1+) And remember is a grace race, not a works race.

Apostleship (651)(apostole from verb apostello - from apo = from + stello = withdraw from; related = apostolos) means a sending forth, a sending off or away, a dispatching. In secular Greek it was used of an
expedition. While not every believer is an apostle in the technical NT sense, every believer is in a real sense "sent forth" from God and privileged to be an ambassador for "we are ambassadors for Christ, as though
God were making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God." (2 Cor 5:20) Are you fulfilling your purpose beloved? (cp Eph 2:10+)

Galatians 2:9 and recognizing the grace that had been given to me, James and Cephas and John, who were reputed to be pillars, gave to me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship, so that we
might go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised.

Greek: kai gnontes (V-APA-NMP) charin tén dotheisan (V-APP-AFS) moi lakdbos kai Képhas kai Idannés hoi dokountes (V-PAP) styloi einai (V-PNA) dexias eddkan emoi kai Barnaba koindnias
hina hémeis (we [should go]) eis ta ethné autoi de eis tén peritomén

Amplified: And when they knew (perceived, recognized, understood, and acknowledged) the grace (God’s unmerited favor and spiritual blessing) that had been bestowed upon me, James and
Cephas (Peter) and John, who were reputed to be pillars of the Jerusalem church, gave to me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship, with the understanding that we should go to the
Gentiles and they to the circumcised (Jews).

John Eadie And coming to the knowledge of the grace which was given to me, James and Cephas and John, who are reputed pillars, gave to me and Barnabas right hands of fellowship; that
we should go or preach to the Gentiles, but they to the circumcision.

Phillips When, therefore, James, Peter and John (who were the recognised "pillars" of the church there) saw how God had given me his grace, they held out to Barnabas and me the right hand
of fellowship, in full agreement that our mission was to the Gentiles and theirs to the Jews.

Wouest And having come to perceive the grace which was given to me, James, and Kephas, and John, those who in reputation were looked upon as pillars, gave to me and Barnabas the right
hands of fellowship, to the end that we should preach the gospel to the Gentiles and they themselves to the circumcision. (Eerdmans Publishing)

NET Galatians 2:9 and when James, Cephas, and John, who had a reputation as pillars, recognized the grace that had been given to me, they gave to Barnabas and me the right hand of
fellowship, agreeing that we would go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised.

GNT Galatians 2:9 kot yv vIeGTV X pIv TV 806 0 v pol, kmBog kot Kng g K  w vvng, o 8oKo vTeg 0T Aol € vai, de§l § dwkav po ko BopvaB Kovwv oG, voo peGeGT Bvn, 1o & £QTV
TIEQITOH V-

NLT Galatians 2:9 In fact, James, Peter, and John, who were known as pillars of the church, recognized the gift God had given me, and they accepted Barnabas and me as their co-workers.
They encouraged us to keep preaching to the Gentiles, while they continued their work with the Jews.

KJV Galatians 2:9 And when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that was given unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of fellowship;
that we should go unto the heathen, and they unto the circumcision.

ESV Galatians 2:9 and when James and Cephas and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that was given to me, they gave the right hand of fellowship to Barnabas and me,
that we should go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised.

ASV Galatians 2:9 and when they perceived the grace that was given unto me, James and Cephas and John, they who were reputed to be pillars, gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of
fellowship, that we should go unto the Gentiles, and they unto the circumcision;

CSB Galatians 2:9 When James, Cephas, and John, recognized as pillars, acknowledged the grace that had been given to me, they gave the right hand of fellowship to me and Barnabas,
agreeing that we should go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised.

NIV Galatians 2:9 James, Peter and John, those reputed to be pillars, gave me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship when they recognized the grace given to me. They agreed that we
should go to the Gentiles, and they to the Jews.

NKJ Galatians 2:9 and when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that had been given to me, they gave me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship,
that we should go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised.

NRS Galatians 2:9 and when James and Cephas and John, who were acknowledged pillars, recognized the grace that had been given to me, they gave to Barnabas and me the right hand of
fellowship, agreeing that we should go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised.

YLT Galatians 2:9 and having known the grace that was given to me, James, and Cephas, and John, who were esteemed to be pillars, a right hand of fellowship they did give to me, and to
Barnabas, that we to the nations, and they to the circumcision may go,

NAB Galatians 2:9 and when they recognized the grace bestowed upon me, James and Kephas and John, who were reputed to be pillars, gave me and Barnabas their right hands in
partnership, that we should go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised.
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NJB Galatians 2:9 and when they acknowledged the grace that had been given to me, then James and Cephas and John, who were the ones recognised as pillars, offered their right hands to
Barnabas and to me as a sign of partnership: we were to go to the gentiles and they to the circumcised.

GWN Galatians 2:9 James, Cephas, and John (who were recognized as the most important people) acknowledged that God had given me this special gift. So they shook hands with
Barnabas and me, agreeing to be our partners. It was understood that we would work among the people who are not Jewish and they would work among Jewish people.

BBE Galatians 2:9 When they saw the grace which was given to me, James and Cephas and John, who had the name of being pillars, gave to me and Barnabas their right hands as friends
so that we might go to the Gentiles, and they to the circumcision;

recognizing the grace that had been given to me: Ro 1:5 Ro 12:3,5,6 Ro 15:15 1Co 15:10 Eph 3:8 Col 1:29 1Pe 4:10,11
James and Cephas and John: Ac 15:7,13,22-29

who were reputed to be pillars: Ga 2:2,6,12-14 Mt 16:18 Eph 2:20 Rev 3:12 21:14-20

gave to me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship: 2Co 8:4 1Jn 1:3

so that we might go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised Ac 15:23-30

Galatians 2 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

PILLARS OF FAITH
IN FULL AGREEMENT WITH PAUL

And recognizing the grace that had been given to me- That the good hand of the Lord was on Paul was clear to thesepillars of the Church. So here we see Paul was doctrinal harmony the grace that had
been given) with these pillars and then he says they were in personal harmony with him (right hand of fellowship). In sum we see their oneness in Christ, reminiscent of Paul's words about unity in Ephesians
exhorting the believers to be...

diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit, just as also you were called in one hope of your calling; 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6
one God and Father of all who is over all and through all and in all. (Eph 4:3-6+)

MacArthur adds "There is only one gospel, and those five men (who wrote 21 of the 27 New Testament books) demonstrate that truth."

Lovett points out: RIGHT HANDS. What a moment in Gospel history! James, Peter, John and Paul stand with hands clasped in official fellowship. The other apostles give full sanction to Paul's ministry,
acknowledging his commission, received by revelation, to be identical with the one they received from Jesus in Person. Can you picture those four writers of most of the N.T. standing there in such perfect accord!
The clasping of hands signifies compactual agreement in receiving Paul into the apostleship. (Lovett's lights on Galatians Through Il Thess)

Recognizing ("when they perceived and acknowledged" - Amp) (1097)(ginosko) means to come to know by experience. The pillars had themselves experienced that grace which was sufficient to save through
faith and that this grace needed no "addendum" for it to be efficacious!

Paul summarizes this grace given to him - "But by the grace of God | am what | am, and His grace toward me did not prove vain; but | labored even more than all of them, yet not I, but thegrace of God with
(sun/syn - speaks of intimate interrelationship) me." (1 Cor 15:1Q)

Ridderbos says "The grace comprises in one word what has been said in verses 7 and 8, that is, the ministry of the gospel and the divine power manifesting itself in this ministry, qualified, both of them, as an
undeserved gift."

Grace (favor) (5485)(charis) which John Eadie explains as "that goodwill on God's part which not only provides and applies salvation, but blesses, cheers, and assists believers."Grace is God's unmerited favor
and supernatural enablement for salvation the first time and for salvation daily, i.e., daily sanctification. Grace is everything for nothing to those who don't deserve anything. Grace is what every man needs, what
none can earn and what God Alone can and does freely give (see Ro 8:32+ where "freely give" is charizomai from charis = a grace gift!)

John Piper - “Grace is not simply leniency when we have sinned. Grace is the enabling gift of God not to sin. Grace is power, not just pardon.”

The grace of God is described as...Glorious (Ep 1:6+) Abundant (Acts 4:33+) Rich (Ep 1:7+) Manifold (many-sided, multi-colored, variegated) (1Pe 4:10+) Sufficient (sufficing, enough, adequate - there is never
a shortage) (2Cor 12:9+)

James and Cephas and John - James, Cephas, and John are the subjects in Galatians 2:6-10 and in this passage they are specifically named.

Wuest has an interesting comment - James is mentioned first by Paul, and for four possible reasons. First, Paul showed his respect to the mother-church at Jerusalem and its highly esteemed leader. Second, this
James was the brother of our Lord. Third, he had presided at the Council. Fourth, his well-known strictness as to the observance of the Mosaic law gave special weight to his support of Gentile freedom from the
law. (Galatians Commentary)

Who were reputed to be pillars - Pillarliterally refers to a tall vertical cylindrical structure standing upright and used to support a structure. A pillar is a firm upright support for a superstructure. These men were
pillars of the "superstructure” of "the gospel of the grace of God." (Acts 20:24+). Pillar was used figuratively in Classical Greek in the same sense as Paul uses it in this passage, to refer to their stabilizing character.

MacArthur adds pillars was "a Jewish term used to refer to great teachers. As already mentioned, the somewhat sarcastic reference does not reflect against these men but against the Judaizers. Because those
false teachers apparently used the term pillars (emphasizing their role in establishing and supporting the church) when referring to the three Jerusalem leaders, Paul throws the term back in their faces. He
demonstrates to them and to the Galatian believers they were trying to turn against him that he was in perfect doctrinal harmony with those three pillars and with all the other apostles and elders at Jerusalem."

Spurgeon - Paul says that James and Cephas and John seemed to be pillars; that is to say, they were upholders of the good cause.

Gave to me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship- Don't miss the picture Paul is painting! Five men joined hands apparently in front of all - Peter, James John, Paul and Barnabas. It is a dramatic
conclusion to their pact for cooperation in independent spheres of ministry. The Judaizers were put out of the picture and Christianity was firmly distinguished from Judaism. Gaebelein says "This confirmation of
Paul and the gospel he preached was a complete answer to the false claims and accusations of the enemies of the apostle.”

Gave...the right hand - An idiom meaning make an agreement usually with shaking of hands. The was a clear sign to all who were present that the pillars of the Church fully endorsed God's work in and through
Paul.

"In the Near East, to claspthe right hand of a person was to make a solemn vow of friendship and was a markof fellowship, or partnership." (MacArthur) This action also can include the sense of making a
covenant. By way of application the good hand of the LORD has been extended to all believers and we have "clasp hands" (see "Striking of hands" in covenant), as it were, with God when we entered into His New
Covenant of Grace. (See picture of striking hands) In this case it was not just a shaking of hands but a sharing of mission and purpose, the proclamation of the Gospel to all mankind.

Blest Be the Tie That Binds
John Fawcett

Blest be the tie that binds

Our hearts in Christian love;
The fellowship of kindred minds
Is like to that above.

Before our Father’s throne

We pour our ardent prayers;

Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one
Our comforts and our cares.

Wuest on gave...the right hand of fellowship - The custom of giving the hand as a pledge of friendship or agreement has been found among both the Hebrews and the Greeks. It was probably derived by the
Hebrews from some outside source. The custom appears as early as Homer. It is found in an inscription from Pergamum (98 B.C.), where the people of that city offer to adjust the strife between Sardis and
Ephesus and send a mediator to give hands for a treaty. The custom is found among the Persians. Images of right hands clasped were often exchanged in token of friendship. An extract from Tacitus says, “The
state of the Lingones had sent, according to an ancient institution, right hands, as gifts to the legions, a signal of good will.” On Roman coins there often is seen two hands joined, with various inscriptions speaking
of concord and agreement. The details of the compact are found in the words “that we should go unto the heathen, and they unto the circumcision.” The agreement therefore was that Paul and Barnabas should go
as apostles to the Gentiles, and the Jerusalem apostles were to go as apostles to the Jews, both groups taking the same Gospel. The state of things which existed hitherto remained undisturbed. Two nationally
different spheres were to be evangelized with one and the same message. But the agreement was more than this. It was an acknowledgment of apostolic equality. Paul would not be content with the mere
approbation of the Twelve upon his missionary labors. He needed to show the Galatians that he was an apostle equal in rank to the apostles at Jerusalem. In addition to that, he deemed it necessary to show them
that his contention for Gentile freedom from the obligation of circumcision was sustained in the Jerusalem council. However, this mutual understanding did not forbid Paul to minister to the Jews on occasion or
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prevent Peter from ministering to the Gentiles should the opportunity arise. Paul began his ministry in each new place by preaching to the Jews (Acts 13:5, 14, 14:1, 17:1-3, Acts 18:4, Acts 19:8). Peter preached to
the Gentiles in the house of Cornelius (Acts 10:1-48), and ministered at the Gentile church in Syrian Antioch. (Galatians Commentary)

To me and Barnabas - Titus not mentioned here supporting the premise that he was not a leader but had come as an example of God's grace given to Gentiles.

Wuest points out the significance of their clasping hands - The wordkoinonia defines the compact recognized and sealed by the right hands of fellowship as a partnership, in this case, a partnership in the
preaching of the same Gospel. It was a mutual alliance, for Paul and Barnabas grasped the proffered hands of James, Kephas, and John. (Eerdmans Publishing)

Fellowship (partnership)(2842)(koinonia from koinos = that which is in common, belonging to several) describes the experience of having something in common and/or of sharing things in common with others. It

describes a close association involving mutual interests and sharing or to have communion (Which Webster defines as "intimate fellowship"). Koinonia denotes the active, joint participation, cooperation and/or
sharing in a common interest or activity. So clearly in this context Paul and the "pillars" share a mutual interest in the integrity and propagation of the Gospel.

McGee adds that "koinonia, one of the great words of the gospel and the highest expression of a personal relationship. It means sharing the things of Christ."

Swindoll sums up this last section writing that "On that epochal day, rather than being scolded in front of their opponents, put in their places, and then sent back to Antioch stripped of their ministry, Paul and
Barnabas received a threefold endorsement. First, the apostolic leaders saw Paul's distinctive contribution to the work of the ministry. They realized that Paul and Barnabas represented not a competing message
but a complementary ministry (Gal 2:7). Peter had been sent to the Jews, Paul to the Gentiles.Second, they put Paul's ministry on par with Peter's. The church leaders saw that although Peter and Paul had
different ministries, their empowerment and authority came from the same source—God (Gal 2:8). Because both ministries had clear evidence of God's miraculous confirmation, it was clear that God had shown
favor to each of them. The only solution was to view the situation from God's perspective: Paul and Peter represented unity and diversity in the body of Christ.Third, they recognized the grace given to Paul and
encouraged him to press on. Seeing that Paul had the gifts, skills, training, and experience to minister to the Gentiles, the apostles urged him to keep at his God-given task (Gal 2:9). (Swindoll's Living Insights New
Testament Commentary — Galatians, Ephesians)

So that we might go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised- So that (hina) introduces another purpose clause. What's the purpose? The Gospel would go via Paul to the Gentiles and via the "pillars" to
the Jews. It reminds me of the old adage "Divide and conquer!"

Gentiles ("heathen" KJV, "nations" YLT) (1484)(ethnos gives us our word ethnic) generally refers to a multitude (especially persons) associated with one another, living together, united in kinship, culture or
traditions and summed up by the words nation, Gentiles (especially when ethnos is plural), people (much like "people groups" in our modern missionary vernacular). Eadie says ethnos "is used in its broad sense,
of all the nations beyond Palestine, as nations in want of a free and unclogged offer of the gospel."

The circumcised (4061)(peritome) in this context is used figuratively as a description of the Jews.Eadie asks "Are not the Jews so named here on purpose, as if the reference were not only to the covenant rite,
but also to what had been the theme of dissension at Antioch and the subject of present consultation in Jerusalem?"

David Guzik comments that "These distinctions were not absolute; each did minister to the other groups." “For the partition was not one that fixed hard and fast boundaries that they must not pass, like those of
kingdoms, principalities, and provinces.” (Calvin) Yet, the distinction is interesting, especially because Roman Catholics claim that the Pope is the successor of Peter—but where through history is the Pope’s
ministry to the Jews? “But if Peter's apostleship pertained peculiarly to the Jews, let the Romanists ask by what right they derive from him their succession to the primacy. If the Pope of Rome claims the primacy
because he is Peter’s successor, he ought to exercise it over the Jews. Paul is here declared to be the chief apostle of the Gentiles; yet they deny that he was the bishop of Rome. Therefore, if the Pope would enter
into the possession of his primacy, let him assemble Churches from the Jews.” (Calvin)

Selywn Hughes - Touching the Intangible

When James, Cephas, and John ... acknowledged the grace that had been given to me, they gave the right hand of fellowship to me and Barnabas, agreeing that we should go to the Gentiles and they to the
circumcised. —GALATIANS 2:9

Truly, in making an effort to go outside of ourselves and relate to others, we receive a wider awareness and a deeper understanding of God. This has been one of the greatest and most exciting discoveries of my
life. The more | have given myself to my brothers and sisters in Christ, the greater has been my awareness and understanding of God. | am not saying that in order to know God, we first have to get to know each
other. That would be blatant error. We can know about Him through such means as creation, providence, and so on, but we can only know Him through His Son Jesus Christ. "No one has ever seen God. The One
and Only Son—the One who is at the Father's side—He has revealed Him" (Jn 1:18). However, once we know Him in this way, our fellowship with Him and our understanding of Him can be deepened by our
relationship with others who know Him. How does this work? The more | have focused on learning to listen—really listen—to my brothers and sisters in Christ, the more | have found that the effort | have made to do
this has resulted in a heightening of my ability to listen to God. And the more | have sought to understand the mystery of His dealings in their lives, the more | have come to know the depth and beauty of His
character. Although down the years | have come to know Him intimately in prayer, | believe | can say that | know Him even better because | have met Him in others.

O Father, how can | sufficiently thank You for the fellowship we have with one another in Christ. In the tangible | see the Intangible, and through the visible | see the Invisible. | am eternally grateful. Amen.

Further Study : Jn 14:20; Gl 2:1-20; Col 1:27; 1Jn 3:24 How does God make His riches known? Are those riches being made known to others through you?

Galatians 2:10 They only asked us to remember the poor--the very thing | also was eager to do.

Greek: monon ton ptochon hina mnémoneudmen (V-PSA-1P) ho kai espoudasa auto touto poiésai (V-ANA)

Amplified: They only [made one stipulation], that we were to remember the poor, which very thing | was also eager to do.

the poor; the same which | also was forward to do.

Phillips The only suggestion they made was that we should not forget the poor - and with this | was, of course, only too ready to agree
Wuest Only that we should keep on remembering the poor, which very thing | have made a diligent and eager effort to do. Eerdmans Publishing)
NET Galatians 2:10 They requested only that we remember the poor, the very thing | also was eager to do.

GNT Galatians 2:10 p vov TV TITWYX V VO PVNPOVE WUEV, K& OTI0 000X & T TO TO TTOI OO,

NLT Galatians 2:10 Their only suggestion was that we keep on helping the poor, which | have always been eager to do.

KJV Galatians 2:10 Only they would that we should remember the poor; the same which | also was forward to do.

ESV Galatians 2:10 Only, they asked us to remember the poor, the very thing | was eager to do.

ASV Galatians 2:10 only they would that we should remember the poor; which very thing | was also zealous to do.

CSB Galatians 2:10 They asked only that we would remember the poor, which | made every effort to do.

NIV Galatians 2:10 All they asked was that we should continue to remember the poor, the very thing | was eager to do.

NKJ Galatians 2:10 They desired only that we should remember the poor, the very thing which | also was eager to do.

NRS Galatians 2:10 They asked only one thing, that we remember the poor, which was actually what | was eager to do.

YLT Galatians 2:10 only, of the poor that we should be mindful, which also | was diligent -- this very thing -- to do.

NAB Galatians 2:10 Only, we were to be mindful of the poor, which is the very thing | was eager to do.

NJB Galati