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Recipients: Churches in Galatia (Gal 1:2) (Most likely the Southern Region)

Christ in Galatians: Jesus is the Source and Power for the believer's New Life. (Gal 2:20, 5:16)

CONTRAST OF
GRACE AND LAW

LAW

The law prohibits

The law condemns the sinner

The law says DO

The law says, Continue to be holy

The law curses

The law slays the sinner

The law shuts every mouth before God
The law condemns the best man

The law says, pay what you owe

The law says “the wages of sin is death”

The law says, “the soul that sins shall die”

GRACE

Grace invites and gives

Grace redeems the sinner.

Grace says IT IS DONE.

Grace says, It is finished.

Grace blesses

Grace makes the sinner alive.

Grace opens the mouth to praise God.
Grace saves the worst man.

Grace says, | freely forgive you all.

Grace says, “the gift of God is eternal life.”

Grace says, Believe and live.

The law reveals sin Grace atones for sin.

By the law is the knowledge of sin By grace is redemption from sin.

The law was given by Moses Grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.
The law demands obedience Grace bestows and gives power to obey.
The law was written on stone Grace is written on the tables of the heart.
The law was done away in Christ Grace abides forever.

The law puts us under bondage Grace sets us in the liberty of the sons of

God.
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An Outline of Galatians - D Edmond Hiebert
DOCTRINAL: THE EXPOSITION OF JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH (3:1-4:31)
1. The elaboration of the doctrine of justification (Galatians 3:1-4:7)

a. The nature of justification as by faith, not law (3:1-14)
i. The inconsistency of their conduct (Galatians 3:1-5)
a. The question about their turning from the crucified Christ (Galatians 3:1)
b. The question about the beginning of their Christian life (Galatians 3:2)
c¢. The question about their method of perfection (Galatians 3:3)
d. The question about their sufferings as believers (Galatians 3:4)
e. The question about the basis of God's work among them (Galatians 3:5)
ii. The example of Abraham's justification (Galatians 3:6-9)
a. The means of Abraham's justification (Galatians 3:6)
b. The identity of the sons of Abraham (Galatians 3:7)
c. The announcement to Abraham concerning Gentile justification by faith (Galatians 3:8)
d. The sharers in the blessings of Abraham (Galatians 3:9)
The deliverance from law-works through Christ (Galatians 3:10-14)
a. The curse upon those under law-works (Galatians 3:10)
b. The inability of law-works to justify (Galatians 3:11-12)
c. The deliverance from the curse through Christ (Galatians 3:13-14)
1. The fact of our deliverance through Christ (Galatians 3:13a)
2. The means of our deliverance from the curse (Galatians 3:13b)
3. The purpose in our deliverance from the curse (Galatians 3:14)
b. The limitations of the law and its relations to faith (3:15-4:7)
i. The covenant with Abraham unaltered by the law (3:15-18)
a. The illustration of a man's covenant as binding (Galatians 3:15)
b. The fact illustrated is the divine promise to Abraham (Gal 3:16)
c. The application of the principle of an unalterable covenant (Gal 3:17-18)
1. The law did not alter the promise (Galatians 3:17)
2. The inheritance is not through law but promise (Galatians 3:18)
ii. The true place and purpose of the law (3:19-29)
a. The temporary nature of the law (Galatians 3:19-20)
1. The reason for the adding of the law (Galatians 3:19a)
2. The time limit for the law (Galatians 3:19b)
3. The manner of the establishment of the law (Galatians 3:19¢-20)
b. The inability of the law to produce life (Galatians 3:21-22)
1. The law not contrary to the promise (Galatians 3:21a)

2. The law unable to produce life (Galatians 3:21b)
3. The Scripture shut up all to faith in Christ (Galatians 3:22)
c. The law as a child-leader to Christ with His blessings (Galatians 3:23-29)
1. The old position under law (Galatians 3:23-24)
a. The position of confinement under law (Galatians 3:23)
b. The function of the law as child-leader to Christ (Galatians 3:24)
2. The new position in Christ (Galatians 3:25-29)
a. The nature of the new position (Galatians 3:25-26)
b. The entry into the new life (Galatians 3:27)
c. The effect of the new life (Galatians 3:28)
d. The fulfillment of the promise to Abraham (Galatians 3:29)


https://www.amazon.com/Introduction-New-Testament-Vols-1-3/dp/188454374X

TIMELINE OF GALATIANS

Jerusalem 1&2 1&2
Paufs  Cound)Galatians Thesselonians Corinthians  Romans  Paul under house Destruction of
i conversion written written written written arrest at Rome  Paul martyred Jerusalem
— | L e e | . — e,
33 495000 5] 5556 58  60-61 70 i,
IS 47I'43 i ‘!'..5?'152' S 5['53' . 3860 ' a2
Paul’s first Paul's second Paul'sthird  Paul imprisoned
missionary  missionary missionary at Caesarea
journey  jourmey journey

Click to Enlarge
Source: Ryrie Study Bible Notes

Galatians 3:1 You foolish Galatians, who has bewitched you, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as
crucified?

Greek - o anoetoi Galatai tis humas ebaskanen (3SAAI) ois kat opthalmous lesous Christos proegrae
(3SAPI) estauromenos (RPP)

Amplified: O you poor and silly and thoughtless and unreflecting and senseless Galatians! Who has fascinated
or bewitched or cast a spell over you, unto whom—right before your very eyes—Jesus Christ (the Messiah)
was openly and graphically set forth and portrayed as crucified?

Barclay O senseless Galatians, who has put the evil eye on you—you before whose very eyes Jesus Christ
was placarded upon his cross?

Phillips O you dear idiots of Galatia, who saw Jesus Christ the crucified so plainly, who has been casting a
spell over you?

Wouest O, unreflecting Galatians, who bewitched you,12 before whose eyes Jesus Christ was placarded
publicly as the Crucified One? (Eerdmans Publishing)

NET Galatians 3:1 You foolish Galatians! Who has cast a spell on you? Before your eyes Jesus Christ was
vividly portrayed as crucified!

GNT Galatians 3:1 vnrol ToATan, TG PG P OKavev, 0G KOT @BaApO ¢ noo ¢ XpIoT ¢ TTPOEYP ¢Nn
OTOUPWH VOG;
NLT Galatians 3:1 Oh, foolish Galatians! Who has cast an evil spell on you? For the meaning of Jesus Christ's

death was made as clear to you as if you had seen a picture of his death on the cross.

KJV Galatians 3:1 O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth, before
whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified among you?

ESV Galatians 3:1 O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? It was before your eyes that Jesus Christ
was publicly portrayed as crucified.

ASV Galatians 3:1 O foolish Galatians, who did bewitch you, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was openly set
forth crucified?

CSB Galatians 3:1 You foolish Galatians! Who has hypnotized you, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was
vividly portrayed as crucified?

NIV Galatians 3:1 You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? Before your very eyes Jesus Christ was
clearly portrayed as crucified.

NKJ Galatians 3:1 O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you that you should not obey the truth, before
whose eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed among you as crucified?

NRS Galatians 3:1 You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? It was before your eyes that Jesus Christ
was publicly exhibited as crucified!

YLT Galatians 3:1 O thoughtless Galatians, who did bewitch you, not to obey the truth -- before whose eyes
Jesus Christ was described before among you crucified?
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NAB Galatians 3:1 O stupid Galatians! Who has bewitched you, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was publicly
portrayed as crucified?

NJB Galatians 3:1 You stupid people in Galatia! After you have had a clear picture of Jesus Christ crucified,
right in front of your eyes, who has put a spell on you?

GWN Galatians 3:1 You stupid people of Galatia! Who put you under an evil spell? Wasn't Christ Jesus'
crucifixion clearly described to you?

BBE Galatians 3:1 O foolish Galatians, by what strange powers have you been tricked, to whom it was made
clear that Jesus Christ was put to death on the cross?

= Foolish: Ga 3:3 De 32:6 1Sa 13:13 Mt 7:26 Lu 24:25 Eph 5:15 1Ti 6:4 *marg:

= who has bewitched you: Ga 1:6 4:9 5:7,8 Mt 24:24 Ac 8:9-11 2Co 11:3,13-15 Eph 4:14 2Th 2:9-12 2Pe 2:18 Rev 2:20
13:13,14 18:3

= that ye should not obey the truth (Only in Greek Textus Receptus) - Ga 2:14 5:7 Ac 6:7 Ro 2:8 6:17 10:16 2Co 10:5 2Th 1:8
Heb 5:9 Heb 11:8 1Pe 1:22 4:17

= Jesus Christ: 1Co 1:23,24 2:2 11:26 Eph 3:8

= Galatians 3: The Purpose of the Law - John MacArthur

= Galatians 3:1-5 Bewitched - John MacArthur

=« Galatians 3:1-3: Whatever Happened to Holy Spirit?- John MacArthur

= Galatians 3:1-5: Ministries of the Holy Spirit- 1- John MacArthur

= Galatians 3:1-5: Ministries of the Holy Spirit- 2- John MacArthur

= Galatians 3:1-5: Ministries of the Holy Spirit- 3- John MacArthur

= Galatians 3:1-5 Bewitched: An Argument from Experience - Phil Newton
« Galatians 3:1: Men Bewitched - C H Spurgeon

= Galatians Commentary - Kenneth Wuest
=« Galatians 3 Resources - Multiple sermons, commentaries, etc

O FOOLISH
GALATIANS

In Galatians 3-4 we come to thedoctrinal portion of the letter. In this section Paul gives a Scriptural defense of the Gospel. He
does this by addressing the Galatians themselves, using their example of inconsistent conduct to launch into an exposition of
justification by faith. And so we see Paul proceed to show the superiority of the Gospel over Judaism, the Spirit over the flesh (Gal
3:3), faith over works (Gal 3:2), being justified over being held by the law (Gal 3:8, 11), being blessed over being cursed (Gal 3:9,
10) and finally the superiority of the promise in Abraham over the command through Moses (Gal 3:12-14)

O foolish Galatians! (ESV) - Sadly, the NAS omits the very first word of the Greek text which is "O" an interjection discussed below.
The English word foolish means devoid of good sense or judgment, lacking in sense, judgment, or discretion; totally
unsound, lacking or marked by lack of intellectual acuity; unwise; silly | resulting from folly or stupidity | ridiculous or absurd; not

worthy of consideration | weak-minded; simple.

THOUGHT - Beloved, any and all of the preceding definitions offoolish might also be applied to us as
believers when we make the foolish choice to futilely attempt to live a supernatural life depending on our
natural power and/or we try to follow a set of rules or regulations to guide our behavior in a way we think will
be pleasing to God. It's called legalism and it will blunt the transforming power of grace and quench the
supernatural power of the Holy Spirit. And then we wonder why we are not experiencing the abundant life of
John 10:10! If that describes your experience beloved, then Paul's wise words in Galatians are for you. Eat
this book for breakfast, lunch and dinner until so you can "digest" its rich truths asking God to set you free in
Christ to live in the power of His Spirit daily, all for the glory of the Father. Amen

O (5599) (o) is an interjection used as a marker of personal address and in some context (as Gal 3:1) to express emotion at the
beginning of a clause. " In context the following section is highly charged emotionally." (NET Note) "O" is used in a similar sense in a
gentle rebuke by Jesus in Luke 24:25. BDAG - 1. marker of personal address O, O ... ! (often before the voc., in accord with the
Koine and with Semitic usage, but never used when calling upon God. a. mostly expressing emotion (at the beginning of a clause; b.
without emotion (in accord w. Attic usage, (Acts 1:1) 2. an exclamatory utterance, O, Oh, How ... ! etc. (in this use it can also be
written w;). In modern versions the term is frequently rendered in some functional equivalent, e.g. ‘I stand amazed at’ (so Phillips: Ro
11:33, or w. the punctuation mark (!) serving as a semantic component.
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O - 20x in 20v - O and Oh. This Greek letter (0) is also translated "Omega" but Strong gave it a different # -5198 in Rev. 1:8; Rev.
21:6; Rev. 22:13 presumably because it was part of the Name of Jesus.

Matt. 15:28; Matt. 17:17 ((ESV = O faithless); Mk. 9:19; Lk. 9:41 (ESV = O faithless); Lk. 24:25; Acts 1:1 (ESV =
O Theophilus); Acts 13:10 (KJV =0 full of all subtilty and all mischief); Acts 18:14; Acts 27:21 (YLT = 'O men -
- having hearkened to me") ; Rom. 2:1 (ESV = O man); Rom. 2:3; Rom. 9:20; Rom. 11:33; Gal. 3:1 (ESV =0
foolish Galatians!) ; 1 Tim. 6:11; 1 Tim. 6:20; Jas. 2:20 (KJV = O vain man); Rev. 1:8; Rev. 21:6; Rev. 22:13

O is used about 37x in the Septuagint often for "Alas" (0162) -

Gen. 27:20; Num. 24:23; 2 Ki. 3:10; 6:5, 15; 20:3; Job 19:21; Ps. 116:4, 16; 118:25; Prov. 2:13; 6:6; 8:4; Isa.
6:5; Jer. 1:6; 4:10; 6:6; 14:13; 22:13, 18; 23:1; 32:17; 34:5; 50:24; Ezek. 22:3; 24:6; 30:2; 34:2; Dan. 5:16;
6:20; Jon. 4:2; Nah. 3:1; Hab. 2:9, 15; Zeph. 3:1; Zech. 2:6; 11:17. My favorite use is in Jeremiah 32:17-note
'Ah (Lxx = O!) Lord GOD! Behold, You have made the heavens and the earth by Your great power and by
Your outstretched arm! Nothing is too difficult for You,

Don Anderson writes that "There is a strong delusion among believers that is so prevalent, and that is the feeling that: FRUIT IN MY
CHRISTIAN LIFE IS BY MY OWN EFFORTS or FRUIT IS BY THE FLESH (SEE HALVERSON'S NOTE BELOW). It is the thought
that if we perform certain things, we will become spiritual. It is LIVING BY THE LAW that PROGRESS COMES BY PERFORMANCE
(cf Jesus' teaching in Jn 12:24-25)....We now come to the DOCTRINAL SECTION where he will teach us of the foolishness of
feeling that we can gain merit in God’s sight and that our relationship to Him is all of grace and not of law. It is as if: REDEMPTION is
2/3 the WORK OF GOD and the remaining 1/3, the LIVING THE LIFE PHASE, is the WORK OF MAN. This DIVISION OF LABOR,
so to speak, is diabolical and destructive of grace. It has prompted Paul’s strongest language in these verses that are before us. In
summary, we must understand theologically that: SALVATION, SANCTIFICATION, and GLORIFICATION are all an act of grace on
God’'s part. That the: CONCEPTION, CONTINUITY, and CONSUMMATION of life is indeed of grace. That time between
regeneration and resurrection is a critical time to understand that we are victorious not by the works of the law but by OUR FAITH IN
THE ADEQUACY OF JESUS CHRIST TO LIVE OUT HIS LIFE IN US. It is NOT: 2/3 a work of God and 1/3 our living the life. You
can say a lot of things but do not touch the grace of God. (Notes)

Gutzke adds the false teachers in Galatia "were saying, “You began your Christian life by believing in the Lord
Jesus Christ, and that was good. Then you received the Holy Spirit of God and you were blessed in Him, and
that was good. But now there are things you must do.” They outlined regulations. If the believer would keep all
these regulations he would be good; then he would be doing what God wanted him to do."

You foolish Galatians - This is the first time Paul has addressed the Galatians personally since Galatians 1:11 and this time he
uses the impersonal name "Galatians" rather than "brethren" which helps set the tone for what follows. They are not lacking in
intelligence but in obedience to the truth of the Gospel! Amplified = "O you poor and silly and thoughtless and unreflecting and
senseless Galatians!" Phillips = "O you dear idiots of Galatia." New English Bible = "You stupid Galatians." In using the term
"foolish Galatians" Paul is not saying that the Galatians were naturally stupid, senseless, but that they hadnot used their mind
(nous), for if they had they would never have allowed themselves to be led away fromthe truth of the Gospel. (Gal 2:5+, Gal

2:14+) "The tone is certainly not that of contempt, nor is it so much that of indignation as ofreproach." (W E Vine) Jesus addresses
the two disciples on the road to Emmaus...

And He said to them, “Ofoolish men and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken! (Luke
24:25+)

MacArthur - Those believers were especially foolish because they had been so carefully and fully taught, having been on many
occasions over the years privileged to sit under the teaching of Paul himself, whose very heartbeat was the gospel of God’s grace.

Vine gives us a preview of coming attractions (so to speak) - Up to this point the apostle had dealt only indirectly with the difficulty in
the Galatian churches. Now he begins to reason with them directly, first from their own experience, Gal 3:1-5, and then from
Scripture, Gal 3:6-29, 4:17, then from their experience, Gal 4:8—-20+, and from Scripture again, Gal 4:21-31+, concerning their
defection, threatened or actual, from the true Gospel.

Wiersbe - Paul used six different arguments to prove that God saves sinners through faith in Christ and not by the works of the law.
He began with the personal argument (Gal. 3:1-5), in which he asked the Galatians to recall their personal experience with Christ
when they were saved. Then he moved into the scriptural argument (Gal 3:6-14), in which he quoted six Old Testament passages to

prove his point. (Bible Exposition Commentary)

Bob DeWaay - In calling the Galatians foolish or stupid, Paul was not casting aspersions on their intelligence. No one can read the
Letter to the Galatians without realizing that Paul presupposed a high level of intellectual ability on the part of his readers. The


http://studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=5598
https://bibleteachingresources.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Galatians-5_study-notes-c.pdf
http://www.preceptaustin.org/2_timothy_36-11#m
https://www.thefreedictionary.com/reproach
https://www.amazon.com/Bible-Exposition-Commentary-Volumes/dp/6125030474

Galatians were not lacking in 1Q but in spiritual discernment. (Galatians 3:13-14 Cursed by Works or Blessed by Faith

The Judaizers had infiltrated the church and were undermining the very core of Christianity, namely,justification by faith alone in
Christ alone. They were teaching that to be Christians, Gentiles had to become Jewish proselytes and obey the Mosaic Law
including circumcision. Appalled that the Galatians would tolerate, much less embrace, such heresy, Paul called them anoetos
or people without understanding, reason, and thought, people who had abandoned the very truth of the glorious Gospel they had
been taught by one of the greatest teachers in the history of the church. The believers in Galatia were not stupid but had simply
failed to use their spiritual intelligence when faced by the unscriptural, Gospel-destroying teaching of the Judaizers . In a word they
had failed to use their heads!

Hendriksen asks rhetorically "is not everyone foolish who barters the truth of God for the lie of Satan, peace for unrest, assurance
for doubt, joy for fear, and freedom for bondage?... Paul was probably not thinking about the sorcerer who had brought the Galatians
under the baleful influence of his evil eye, but rather of the Judaizer who had cast a spell upon them not by means of his eyes but by
means of his words, his teaching; specifically, by telling them that faith in Christ must be supplemented by Mosaic ritualism. And the
Galatians, by yielding to this influence, had failed to understand that a Christ supplemented is a Christ supplanted (New Testament
Commentary)

Wuest on O foolish Galatians - It is an expression of surprise mingled with indignation. The situation in Galatia will help us
understand this outcry. There was on the one hand, the native and national spirit joined to the power of the priesthood and the
temples, the spirit of Orientalism, that of stagnation, ignorance and superstition. On the other hand, there was the desire for
education, the recognition that Greece and Rome stood on a higher intellectual level than was afforded by the native religions and
customs, and in addition to that, a revolt against the ignorant and enslaving native superstitions. The people of the province of
Galatia are those who have shaken off the benumbing and degrading influence of the native magic and superstition. They are those
who judge for themselves as to the real values in life, and lay claim to insight and wisdom. Paul accuses them with failing to use that
insight and wisdom, that appreciation of the better things, when he uses the Greek word translated foolish. The word is anoetos. It
denotes the stupidity that arises from deadness and impotence of intellect. It means “lacking in the power of perception, unwise.” It
refers to one who does not reflect. The word speaks of failure to use one’s powers of perception. The Galatians, Paul says, were
certainly not using their heads. The word is used with an ethical reference as the faculty of moral judgment. Thus the word indicates
a failure to use one’s powers of perception, that failure being due to a moral defect. It is always true, as it was with the Galatians,
that the act of a Christian who embraces false doctrine, is due to sin in his life. The Galatian defection was not due to any fickleness
of the Gauls. They are not prominent in the picture. Paul sends this stinging rebuke therefore, “O Galatians, who fail in the first
characteristic of the Galatians, namely, the ability to use their heads and to appreciate the finer values of life.” (Galatians
Commentary - Verse by Verse online)

Spurgeon - With very great enthusiasm the Galatians received the gospel when Paul preached it to them. They seem to have been
a very warm-hearted but fickle people, and Paul found, to his great grief, that while he was away from them certain false teachers
came in and turned them aside from the gospel that he had delivered to them. Paul does not compliment them on being a very
“thoughtful,” “educated,” “cultured” people; he does not care an atom about that matter. Because they had forsaken the simple truth
of the gospel, he says, “O foolish Galatians, who has bewitched you?” Those are hard words, Paul! Why did he not say, “Who has
led you forward into more advanced views?” No, he calls it witchery, the work of the devil, and it is nothing better. The wisdom of it is
no better than the trickery of some old witch. If you take your eyes off Christ, it must be witchcraft that makes you do it. There is
such glory, such beauty, such perfection, such wisdom, such divinity in Christ crucified that, if you turn from that sight to anything
else—no matter how scientific and learned it may be—you are “foolish” indeed, and somebody has “bewitched you.”

Eadie says foolish "describes acting in a spirit which manifests the absence of wisdom."
Bartlett - In giving head to false teachers, the Galatians had, indeed, shown the grossest stupidity.

Foolish (453) (anoetos from a = alpha-negative = makes following word exact opposite + noéo = comprehend from nous = mind,
intellect, understanding, thought) means literally “not having a mind” or not thought of (not within the province of thought) and thus
describes a person without understanding, dull-witted. Anoetos describes one with a unwillingness to use one's mental faculties to
understand. It is not a lack of intelligence as much as it is a mental laziness and carelessness. It describes a person who can think
but fails to use their power of perception. Trench adds that "in the anoetos there is always a moral fault lying behind the intellectual;
the vo g, the highest knowing power in man, the organ by which divine things are apprehended and known, being the ultimate seat
of the error (Luke 24:25, Gal. 3:1, 3; 1 Tim. 6:9; Titus 3:3)." Anoetos speaks of someone who is lacking in discernment. The
Galatians had been taught the truth of the Gospel and Jesus, but they failed to examine the teachings of the Judaizers in the light of
this truth with the result that the Judaizers led them out of truth and into bondage.
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= Wayne Barber's in depth discussion of foolish

The believers in Galatia (cp Jesus use of anoetos in Lk 24:25) were not stupid but had simply failed to use their spiritual intelligence
when faced by the unscriptural, gospel-destroying teaching of the Judaizers. They were not using their heads!

Vincent - Nous is used by Paul mainly with an ethical reference, as the faculty of moral judgment. See on Rom. 7:23. Anoetos

therefore indicates a folly which is the outgrowth of a moral defect.

Henry Morris - Unlike most of his other epistles, Galatians includes no prayer requests from Paul, nor any commendations of the
church and its ministry. Paul had preached the doctrines of salvation by grace and Christian liberty so clearly and effectively when he
had first established these churches that it was hard for him to understand how they could so quickly and easily be led into false
doctrine. This is a problem today as well. Professing Christians are being "tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of
doctrine" (Ephesians 4:14+), not only with legalism but also with evolutionism, emotionalism, libertinism, and many other unscriptural
heresies. Many, like the Galatians, have been "bewitched" by clever persuasion into such deceptions. The Greek word for
"bewitched" is used only this once in the New Testament, and does not necessarily refer to witchcraft. The connotation is
"fascinated" or "deceived."

Harrison - Law demands works; grace requires faith. As law leaves us helplessly on Our Side, impotent to transfer us to His Side, it
is evident that all works required by law are equally impotent. As grace alone has positioned us on His Side, so faith lays hold of all
the riches that are ours by His saving and sustaining grace. (Galatians 3:2-3 Faith versus Works)

BEWITCHED
BEFUDDLED

Befuddle means to be confusing or perplexing to; to cause to be unable to think clearly; to muddle or stupefy with or as if with drink.
It is as if the Galatians had "drunk" of the Judaizer "cool-aid" and were now confused and perplexed regarding the truth of the
Gospel.

THOUGHT - Beloved, be very careful reading many books other than the Bible (cf Eccl 12:12). Be especially
careful reading so-called "Christian books." Only God's Word is inspired. Only God's Word will keep you on the
straight and narrow path of the truth of the Gospel. Only God's Word can partake of the promise in Isaiah
55:11! And Peter tells us the Bible is enough for God "has granted to us everything (HOW MUCH?) pertaining
to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence." (2
Pe 1:3+). Similarly, be very wary of any "new teaching" that comes into your church making big promises. |
have seen this method used by the evil one to disrupt and divide several churches. In one situation | even tried
to draw the elders attention back to the Word of God to compare with what was being taught. Guess what?
They did not heed the advice! And guess what? Several hundred families ended up leaving the church over
this issue. Punch line? Stay in the Word and keep the Word as your compass and guide and you won't be led
astray or befuddled regarding the truth of the Gospel!

Martin Luther - Although | am a doctor of divinity, and have preached Christ and fought His battles for a long time, | know from
personal experience how difficult it is to hold fast to the truth. | cannot always shake off Satan. | cannot always apprehend Christ as
the Scriptures portray Him. Sometimes the devil distorts Christ to my vision. But thanks be to God, who keeps us in His Word, in
faith, and in prayer.

Who has bewitched you - This is like we might say to someone today “What has gotten into you?” or "Have you lost your wits?"
The pronoun WHO is singular which could allude to a single prominent individual or to the evil one himself as the instigator of the
bewitching teaching. Amplified = Who has fascinated or bewitched or cast a spell over you"Barclay = "who has put the evil eye on
you." Barclay comments that "The Greeks had a great fear of a spell cast by the evil eye. Time and again, private letters end with a
sentence such as this: ‘Above all | pray that you may be in health unharmed by the evil eye and faring prosperously." Wuest adds
bewitched is "from the popular superstition of the evil eye. The word denoted either the fascination of an evil eye or some malignant
influence akin to it. The infatuation of the Galatians is attributed to the baneful effect of some mysterious power of evil." (Ibid)

Ryrie - Gal 3:1-2 To return to law and negate the necessity of the death of Christ (Gal 2:21) was to act as ibewitched. Works of
the law did not give them the Holy Spirit.

Gromacki: "In a sense, the Galatians were victims of an evil spell. They must have been hypotized or awe struck by the forceful

oratory of the key Judaizer." (Stand Fast in Liberty - Exposition of Galatians)

Bartlett - "Who hath bewitched you with his evil eye of sorcery to exchange the priceless Gospel of grace for a worthless
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gospel of works? Many unstable folk are fairly begging for a ride in every newfangled substitute for the Gospel that comes along
(WOE! THAT'S A BIT IN YOUR FACE!). Aimost every day we hear that gullible victims are being swindled out of funds by smooth-
spoken crooks who induce them to invest in worthless enterprises. Put no trust in anyone who seeks to lure you away from a simple
reliance upon your all-sufficient SAVIOUR (AND HIS ALL SUFFICIENT WORD OF TRUTHY!). It cannot be insisted upon too strongly
that subjection to works is rejection of grace. Self-righteousness is spiritually fatal (IT BLUNTS THE WORK OF GRACE AND THE
SPIRIT). He who turns his back upon CHRIST as his one and only Mediator with GOD loses everything." (Galatians 3:1-22 -

Doctrinal Exposition)

Spurgeon - The Galatians wanted to go back to circumcision and to the old sacrifices of the law. Paul calls it witchery, for in his day
it was believed that men could cast an evil eye upon one another and thus work evil upon their fellow men. It seemed to Paul to be
something like that—as if the devil himself were in it and came and turned men away from Christ Jesus, to go back to trusting in the
law and its obsolete ceremonies. These Galatians thought that they had been led by reason and guided by the learning of their
teachers, but Paul calls it witchery. “Who has bewitched you?” he asks, as if anything that led a man to trust in his own works should
be as much abhorred as the incantations of a witch. “Who has bewitched you?” It is a dangerous state, it is a devilish snare to be
brought into—to be led to trust to frames, and feelings, and experiences, and doings, and prayings, or to anything else but Christ. It
is a strange thing that those who have seen Christ should ever go back to these things.....Even those that are converted, or appear
to be so, can become suddenly bewitched with error of one kind or another, just as in families children are suddenly taken ill with
certain complaints that seem incidental to childhood. If parents had never heard of such things before, they would be astonished.
They would suppose that they must lose their children when such unaccountable diseases suddenly appeared in them, and yet they
survive. In the family of Christ, certain epidemics break out at times. We cannot tell why they should come just then. At first,
perhaps, we are puzzled and perplexed to think that such diseases should come at all. But they do come, and hence it is well to be
on our guard against them.

Bewitched meant to bring evil on a person by false praise or to mislead by an "evil eye" and so to charm or "bewitch” (Webster = to
charm, to fascinate, to cast a spell over, to attract as if by the power of the "evil eye") and in the present context to lead into the evil
doctrine of "faith plus something else" (works of the law, circumcision, etc). Remember that believers are set free from
the law (read Ro 6:14-note, Ro 7:4, 5, 6-note, Ro 8:1-note, Ro 8:2, 3-note, Ro 8:4-note) Paul was saying that the Galatian believers
had yielded to these “magicians” and had come under the power of untruth (the law is bondage, the Spirit of Christ is freedom,
liberty, Jn 8:36).

Bewitched (940) (baskaino) originally meant "slander, speak ill of one," to cause harm with unfavorable words. In the NT it came to
mean to subject a person to an occult influence, to "blight by the evil eye," or "cast the evil eye"(see Wikipedia). The thought was
to put a spell on someone. Baskaino means to charm or fascinate in a misleading way, as by flattery, false promises, or occultic
power, and clearly suggests the use of feeling over fact, emotion over clear understanding of truth. “Who tickled your fancy?” Paul
asked rhetorically, fully aware of the answer. “Who could have dragged you away from the truth of the Gospel which | had so clearly
taught?” "How often we feel that way today about vacillating Christians or prospects who suddenly turn away!

BDAG o n baskaino - (1) to exert an evil influence through the eye, bewitch, as with the ‘evil eye’ tina, someone...(in secular
literature it was said) one can ward off baskani,a by spitting 3 times. (2) . to be resentful of something enjoyed by another, envy (Dt
28:54, 56)

NIDNTT adds - The effect of the spell, if the evil eye is detected at the time, could be averted by spitting, and some hold that this
was in Paul’'s mind in his use of ekptuo (literally = to spit out) in Gal. 4:14 (NAS “loathe”).

Thayer on baskaino - 1. to speak ill of one, to slander, traduce him (Demosthenes 8, 19 (94, 19); Aelian v. h. 2, 13, etc.). 2. to
bring evil on one by feigned praise or an evil eye, to charm, bewitch one (Aristotle, probl. 20, 34 (p. 926{b}, 24); Theocritus, 6, 39;
Aelian nat. an. 1, 35); hence, of those who lead away others into error by wicked arts

Baskaino is used elsewhere only 2 times in the Septuagint - Deuteronomy 28:54 (in the context of the Curses specifically when
they are besieged and starved as occurred in 586BC and 70AD) = The man among you who is by nature tender and sensitive will
turn against (Lxx - baskaino - shall look with an evil eye upon) his brother, his beloved wife, and his remaining children." The
second use in Dt 28:56 is in a similar context where "the refined and delicate woman....shall be hostile toward (Lxx = baskaino -
shall look with an evil eye upon) the husband she cherishes and toward her son and daughter."

Baskaino "comes from an early superstition based on “the evil eye”: a person might be enticed to stare at someone who could
bewitch him or cast a spell on him through the magic arts and then would do things totally foreign to his natural behavior. Bruce
suggests the translation, “Who has hypnotized you?” Paul's use of this word does not imply he believed in such a thing; he was
using the word’s association with ignorant superstition to shame them." (Kenneth Boles - College Press NIV Commentary)

Although bewitched can carry the idea of sorcery, that is not the idea in Galatians 3:1. The Galatians were not victims of a magical
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spell or incantation, but were misled pupils of teachings they should have instantly recognized as false. They were willing victims
who succumbed to the flesh-pleasing works righteousness of the Judaizers (cp Paul's clear teaching - Gal 2:16+). They had fall
under the spell of those who had distorted (transformed it into something of opposite character) "the Gospel of Christ." (Gal 1:7+)

Paul had just stated that "if righteousness comes through the Law, then Christ died needlessly" which of course He did not, but that
was the effect of this faith + works heresy which was a Gospel "contrary to that which we have preached." Gal 1:&, see Gal 1:6, 7,
9, 11). There ‘"different Gospel" (Gal 1:6+) was a belief in Christ plus human works and as William Hendricksen said “A
supplemented Christ is a supplanted Christ.”

PAUL'S CRYSTAL CLEAR
PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST CRUCIFIED

Before whose eyes Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as crucified - Amplified = "Jesus Christ (the Messiah) was openly and
graphically set forth and portrayed as crucified" "How could you have missed this truth, which | Paul clearly taught preaching "Christ
crucified, to Jews a stumbling block and to Gentiles foolishness" (1 Cor 1:23). This was always Paul's primary goal in presentation of
the Gospel even as he reminded the saints at Corinth that he had "determined to know nothing among (them) except Jesus Christ,
and Him crucified." The official notice of Christ's death had been posted so to speak (see discussion below on prographo)! And so
the yielding of the Galatians to the false teaching of the Judaizers was inexcusable

Spurgeon adds that Paul had presented the truth of Christ crucified "with great plainness. The Greek word frographo) has to do
with a program or a proclamation. It is as good as to say, ‘l have set Christ before you as plainly as if | had printed a great
notice and stuck it up before your eyes. | have put the letters down in capitals.” Paul says, “As a king, when he makes a
proclamation, puts it on the walls and calls attention to it, so | have set forth Christ before you. | have not talked of Him in a mystical
way, so that you did not know what | meant, but | have set Him forth. | have said of Him that He suffered in our stead (IN OUR
PLACE) and was made a curse for us, as it is written, ‘Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree.””

Bartlett reminds us that practically we must never forget "that it was through His death on Calvary that JESUS has become our
living LORD. Regardless of how many fulsome tributes of praise we bestow on CHRIST as the matchless Teacher, Leader and moral
Example for men to follow, we dishonor Him if we refuse to acknowledge Him as the Son of GOD Who died for sinners. The
CHRIST GLORIFIED is the CHRIST CRUCIFIED. The One to be lifted up BY US must be the One lifted up FOR US and for all who

will put their trust in Him as the atoning Sacrifice. (Galatians 3:1-22 - Doctrinal Exposition)

Wiersbe - "It was 'Christ and Him crucified' that Paul had preached in Galatia, and with such effectiveness that the people could
almost see Jesus crucified for them on the cross.” (Bible Exposition Commentary)

Guzik explains that by using the phrase before whose eyes (of the Galatians) "Paul did not mean that the Galatians literally saw
the crucifixion of Jesus or even that they had a spiritual vision of it. He meant that the truth of Jesus and Him crucified (cf 1 Cor 1:23)
and the greatness of His (atoning) work (on the Cross) for them (as their substitutionary sacrifice) was laid out for them so clearly
(see prographo) that they could see it. In fact watching the death of Jesus on the Cross meant nothing to hundreds, if not thousands,
who saw Jesus dying on the Cross and only mocked Him! (Galatians 3 Commentary)

Publicly portrayed makes us think of a message on a large billboard which is easily seen, clearly displayed and fully
understood! This vision of the Cross and the centrality of the truth of the finished work of Christ had become "fuzzy" to the Galatians
because of the false teaching. Instead of the Gospel message of JESUS ONLY, they had begun to think that the message was
JESUS PLUS, especially works of the law such as circumcision (cf Gal 5:1-4+).

Lightfoot says prographo "is the common word to describe all public notices or proclamations....This placard ought to have kept
their eyes from wandering, and so to have acted as a charm against all Judaic sorceries."

Marvin Vincent paraphrases Paul's seeming play on the word 'eye" - "Who could have succeeded in bringing you under the spell of
an evil eye, when directly before your owneyes stood revealed the crucified Christ?"

THOUGHT - "We need to warn people to keep their eyes on Jesus (cf Heb 12:2) in order that they may not
become "fascinated" (Latin for casting a spell by the worldly allurements. When our eyes are filled with the
bright shining of the Light of the World (Jn 8:12), we shall not be captivated by the dazzling neon signs of the
world's pleasures. When we are following the Light, other little flashes may annoy us, but they will not divert us
from the narrow way (Mt 7:13-14+) that leads to life and light eternal." (Ralph Earle in Word Meanings in the
New Testament)

Spurgeon adds "When we see Jesus clearly before us Publicly portrayed), we won’t be deceived. “If
anything contrary to this comes before Him (JESUS), Paul does not timidly say, ‘Everybody has a right to his
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opinion’; but he says, ‘Yes, they may have a right to their opinion, and so have | to mine; and my opinion is
that any opinion which takes away from the glory of Christ’s substitutionary sacrifice is a detestable opinion.
Get the real atonement of Christ thoroughly into your soul, and you will not be bewitched.”

Publicly portrayed (written before) (4270)(prographo from pré = before, openly, plainly + grapho = write) means literally to write
for public reading, publicly portrayed, announced on a poster. To write previously or before. Figuratively prographo means to
announce or prescribe. The word was used to describe all public notices or proclamations and indicates a public announcement in
which the validity of a particular fact or condition is proclaimed. Prographo is used of posting important official notices on a placard
in the marketplace or other public location for citizens to read. Those who were summoned before courts of justice were said to be
progegramménoi, posted up ahead of time, because they were cited by posting up their names in some public place. Even in our
day the cases to be heard by a judge are written beforehand and appended in a public place in the courthouse. The word
prographo is found in early secular documents where a father posted a proclamation that he would no longer be responsible for his
son’s debts (In contrast our Father has posted a proclamation called the Gospel promising to remit our debts completely based on
the work of His Son!). Prographo was also used for putting up the announcement of an auction sale. Paul usesprographo to refer
to what was written before in the Old Testament (Ro 15:4+ cp. "ungodly creepers" in Jude 1:4+ "beforehand marked out").

Vine on prographo- The apostle (in his words "publicly displayed") carries on his metaphor of the evil eye paskaino); as a
preventative of such mischief it was common to post up charms on the walls of houses, a glance at which was supposed to
counteract any evil influence to which a person may have been subjected. Notwithstanding, he says in effect, that the fact that Christ
had been crucified was placarded before your very eyes in our preaching, you have allowed yourselves to be overlooked, you have
been fascinated by the enemies of the Cross of Christ, when you had only to look at Him to escape their malignant influence; cp. the
interesting and instructive parallel in Nu 21:9 = "And Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on the standard; and it came about,
that if a serpent bit any man, when he looked to the bronze serpent, he lived." (Collected Writings)

Wuest notes that Paul's use of prographo "does not here speak of the act of painting the crucified Christ on a placard for public
notice, but of posting a public announcement to the effect that He was crucified. This Paul did in his preaching among the Galatians
(cp 1 Cor 1:23, 2:2). This placarded notice of the crucifixion of the Lord Jesus should have been enough to keep the eyes of the
Galatians from wandering to the enticements of the Judaizers. The word crucified is in the perfect tense. This speaks of the fact that
the apostle is not speaking of the figure of a dead Christ on a crucifix, but of the risen, ascended Christ who had been crucified, who
was alive, whose glorified body still bore the marks of the nails and the scars of the crown of thorns, and who is the living Saviour by
virtue of His atoning work on the Cross. (Galatians Commentary - Verse by Verse online)

Why is the crucifixion important to refute the false teaching of Judaizers who taught one needed to add to the finished work of
Christ? It is the fact that when Christ was crucified, just before he died, He declared the glorious word tetelestai which meansIT IS
FINISHED and the redemption price for sinners has beenPAID IN FULL so that the Gospel doors of salvation have been flung wide
open to anyone who simply believes!

Spurgeon sums it up that the Galatians "had heard the plainest possible preaching from Paul and his companions. Jesus Christ had
been so clearly set forth before them that they might, as it were, see Him as He hung upon the cross of Calvary. Yet, under some
unhallowed spell, they turned aside from the faith of Christ."

Ryken on the perfect tense of crucified - The perfect tense denotes a past event that continues to have significance in the present.
And if ever there was an event that called for the perfect tense, it was the crucifixion of Jesus Christ. Jesus was crucified on a
particular day, by particular men, outside a particular city, on a particular tree. If we had been there to witness his crucifixion, we
could have reached out to touch the cross and picked up a splinter in our fingers. The crucifixion was a factual event in human
history. On the cross, Jesus gave his life as the once-and-for-all atonement for sin. According to God’s strict standard of justice, sin
demanded the death penalty, which Jesus paid. By God’s mercy, the sacrifice Jesus made was accepted as the full price for sin.
This is what it means to portray Jesus Christ as crucified. But there is more. God proved that he accepted the sacrifice Jesus made
by raising him from the dead. Therefore, to preach Christ having been crucified is not simply to preach him crucified; it is also to
preach him risen. Jesus is no longer on the cross. At this very moment he is a risen and living Savior who is able to grant
forgiveness to everyone who believes in him. This forgiveness goes all the way back to the cross, a past event with a present

consequence. (Reformed Expository Commentary - Galatians)

The perfect tense speaks of past completed action with ongoing effect or results. Indeed, will not the saving effect of the Cross of
Christ endure eternally? Of course it will, praise God!

Crucified (4717) (stauroo from stauros = cross, in turn from histemi = to stand) means literally to nail or fasten to a cross and so
to crucify -- literal death by nailing to and hanging from a cross (a stake). Latter in this same letter, in Gal 5:24+, Paul
uses stauroo in a metaphorical sense to refer to crucifixion of the flesh (as a result of the literal crucifixion), of a believer's
renouncing his old sinful way of living. Toward the end of this letter Paul again uses stauroo declaring "may it never be that | should
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boast, except in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and | to the world." (Gal
6:14+)

Stauroo - 46x in 42v -

Matt. 20:19; 23:34; 26:2; 27:22f, 26, 31, 35, 38; 28:5; Mk. 15:13ff, 20, 24f, 27; 16:6; Lk. 23:21, 23, 33; 24:7, 20;
Jn. 19:6, 10, 15f, 18, 20, 23, 41; Acts 2:36; 4:10; 1 Co. 1:13, 23; 2:2, 8; 2 Co. 13:4; Gal. 3:1; 5:24; Gal 6:14;
Rev. 11:8

Matthew Henry summary (Gal 3:1-5) - Several things made the folly of the Galatian Christians worse. They had the doctrine of the
cross preached, and the Lord's supper administered among them, in both which Christ crucified, and the nature of his sufferings, had
been fully and clearly set forth. Had they been made partakers of the Holy Spirit, by the ministration of the law, or on account of any
works done by them in obedience thereto? Was it not by their hearing and embracing the doctrine of faith in Christ alone for
justification? Which of these had God owned with tokens of his favour and acceptance? It was not by the first, but the last. And those
must be very unwise, who suffer themselves to be turned away from the ministry and doctrine which have been blessed to their
spiritual advantage. Alas, that men should turn from the all-important doctrine of Christ crucified, to listen to useless distinctions,
mere moral preaching, or wild fancies! The god of this world, by various men and means, has blinded men's eyes, lest they should
learn to trust in a crucified Saviour. We may boldly demand where the fruits of the Holy Spirit are most evidently brought forth?
whether among those who preach justification by the works of the law, or those who preach the doctrine of faith? Assuredly among
the latter.

Here is a summary of the "arguments" (truth) Paul uses to refute the Galatian heresies (error)...
(1) The Galatian believers' own experience with the Holy Spirit (Gal 3:1,2,3,4)
(2) The example of Abraham's faith and the blessing given to the Gentiles (Gal 3:5, 6, 7, 8, 9, Ge 15:6, 12:3)
(8) The curse of the Law (Gal 3:10, 11, 12, 13, 14, Dt 27:26, Hab 2:4, Lev 18:5, Dt 21:25)
(4) The example of a human covenant ("will") (Gal 3:15, 16, 17, 18).
(5) The purpose of the Law (Gal 3:19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25)
(6) The blessing to children of God (Gal 3:26, 27, 28, 29)

So this is why Paul argues from the OT example of Abraham (Gal 3:6, 7, 8, 9) - it was FAITH plus nothing that resulted in his
justification. The circumcision that was commanded by God in Ge 17:9-11 was not until at least 14 years later (Ge 16:16 =
86yo, Ge 17:1 = 90yo). God had never intended for the physical act of circumcision to be an "end" in itself, but this is exactly what
the Jews did with this command. They made it a "prerequisite” for salvation. They did what so many have done with God's Word
over the years, focusing on the "letter" of the Law and missing the "spirit" of the law. God is primarily concerned about what men are
like on the inside not the outside. He has always desired internal (heart) change over external (works). A good outward act is
validated before God only when it honestly represents what is on the inside. (Cp Jer 17:10, Rev 2:23+). Right external behavior only
pleases Him when it corresponds to right internal attitudes and motives (cp 1 Co 4:4,5, cf Jn 15:5).

LAW AND GRACE
THE FUNCTION THE EFFECT
OF LAW OF GRACE OF LAW OF GRACE
Works put us under
Based on works Based on faith putus u Justifies us by faith
curse
Gal 3:10 Gal 3:11,12 Gal 3:3, 24
Gal 3:10
Our Guardian Centered in Christ Keeps us for Faith Christ lives in us
Gal 3:23, 4:2 Gal 3:24 Gal 3:23 Gal 2:20
o Adopts us as sons and
Our Tutor Our Certificate of Freedom  Byings us to Christ heirs
Gal 3:24 Gal 4:30, 31 Gal 3:24

Gal 4:7
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The Law functions to:

1. Declare our guilt
2. Drive us to Christ
3. Direct us in a life of obedience

But is powerless to save

**Source: Believer's Study Bible - W A Criswell

Oliver Greene - Law and Grace
1. Under Law there was a dividing veil (Exodus 26:33) - Grace brought a rent veil (Hebrews 10:19-22).
2. Law blots out the sinner (Exodus 32:33) - Grace blots out the sinner's sin (Colossians 2:14).
3. The Law curses the offender (Galatians 3:10) - Grace covers the offender (Romans 4:7).

4. The Law cries out, "Do - and live!" (Deuteronomy 8:1) - Grace cries out, "It is done! It is finished! Receive
Jesus and live!" (John 19:30; John 1:12).

5. The Law cries out, "Every mouth... stopped.” (Romans 3:19) - Grace invites, "Every mouth opened." "That if
thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus" (Romans 10:9). "Whosoever shall call upon the name of the
Lord" (Romans 10:13).

6. The Law showed favor to the good (Proverbs 12:2) - The grace of GOD shows mercy and favor to the bad,
the ungodly (Ephesians 2:1-6).

7. The Law was graven upon stone . . . outward (Il Corinthians 3:3) - Grace is graven on the heart . . . inward .
.. CHRIST in you (Colossians 1:27; Colossians 3:3; Il Corinthians 3:3).

8. The Law says, "He added no more" (Deuteronomy 5:22) - Grace assures us, "Hath... spoken... by His Son"
(Hebrews 1:2).

9. Law is inexorable in its demand (Joshua 7:25) - The grace of GOD is inspirational in its blessing (Il
Corinthians 5:17).

10. The Law brings judgment (Romans 5:18) - Grace brings justification (Romans 3:24).

11. Law cries out, "Keep the Commandments - all of them, in every minute detail" (James 2:10) - Grace
assures us we are kept by the power of GOD (I Peter 1:5).

12. The Law demands love (Deuteronomy 6:5) - The grace of GOD exhibits love (John 3:16).

13. The Law moves the sinner to sin (Romans 7:8) - The grace of GOD removes sin from the sinner (Matthew
1:21).

14. According to the Law, nearness to GOD is impossible (Exodus 20:21) - In Grace, nearness to GOD is
guaranteed (Ephesians 2:13).

15. The Law demands obedience - or no blessing (Deuteronomy 28:1-2) - Grace brings obedience because of
the blessing (I John 4:19).

16. The Law cries out, "Stone the prodigal” (Deuteronomy 21:20-21) - Grace cries out, "Put the best robe on
the prodigal . . . kill the fatted calf! Let us feast and be merry!" (Luke 15:20-23).

17. Law brings death (Deuteronomy 21:22-23) - Grace gives to us the quietness and assurance of peace
(Romans 5:1).

18. The Law retaliates (Exodus 21:24) - The grace of GOD redeems (Galatians 3:13).
19. The Law demands sanctification (Leviticus 11:44) - Grace bestows sanctification (I Corinthians 1:30).

20. Because of the Law, three thousand were slain (Exodus 32:28) - Because of the grace of GOD, three
thousand were saved (Acts 2:41).

21. The Law is unsatisfying to the conscience (Hebrews 10:1-2) - The grace of GOD is unfailing in its
forgiveness and remedy for sin (Hebrews 9:12-14; Hebrews 10:10-14).



22. The Law is the voice of consternation (Hebrews 12:18-21) - The grace of GOD is the voice of covenant,
blessing, peace and assurance (Hebrews 12:22-24).

23. When the Law was given, Moses' face shown, and the people feared (Exodus 34:30) - Grace brought by
JESUS CHRIST attracted the people to the face of JESUS (Mark 9:15).

24. The Law was a yoke of burdensome weight (Galatians 5:1) - Grace is to be in the yoke with JESUS, which
makes the yoke easy and the burden light (Matthew 11:29-30).

25. The Law produced zeal (Romans 10:1-2), but no salvation (Philippians 3:6; Romans 10:1-8) - Grace
imparts zeal, and brings joy unspeakable and full of glory because we are saved (Titus 2:14; | Peter 1:8).

Bob DeWaay comments on what he interprets as a modern day repetition of the Galatian problem - "I have personally seen
chronically troubled saints pouring over the book (Neil Anderson's "The Bondage Breaker"), for years, hoping to find relief from such
things as promised on the cover: "negative thoughts, irrational feelings, and habitual sins." This is abusive to these dear saints who
are blessed in Christ but are told that their symptoms prove they have more to do. They must do a veritable survey of the flesh to
find the walk of the Spirit. Thus the Galatian error is repeated. In regard to Galatians 3:1-3, the Holy Spirit does not bring past sins to
our minds. The accuser of the brethren (Revelation 12:10) keeps busy with that task. Colossians 2:13, 14 tells us that the debt is
cancelled, the decrees against us nullified, and our sins forgiven. The work of the Holy Spirit is to remind us of what Christ has done,
once for all, through the cross and point us to our future hope. Yet Anderson tells his readers to ask the Holy Spirit to bring to mind
past sins: "If something comes to mind and you are not sure what to do about it, trust that the Spirit of God is answering the prayer
you just prayed, and go ahead and renounce it"(Anderson: Bondage, 202). The reader is directed to a long checklist (there are
others in the book) and told to pray a prescribed prayer of renunciation of things that "the Holy Spirit has prompted you to renounce."
The checklist has nearly 60 items (and whatever might be associated with them) plus whatever else comes to mind. What are they?
They are religions, magic, spells, curses, astrology, superstitions, and anything else that pagans typically get involved with. The last
box to be checked is telling: "Movies, TV shows, music, books, magazines, or comics that the Lord is bringing to your mind."
(Anderson: 204). Having gone through the checklist and listened for special prompting from God, the reader is to repeat prescribed
prayers of confession and renunciation "out loud." There is a checklist for bad motives and sins of the heart (Anderson: Anderson:
230). The confessions and renunciations have no logical end. Thus, Galatians 3:1-3 is violated, abrogated, and transgressed, all in
the name of recognizing the reality of the stoicheia as demonic and not just the ABC's of religion." (You may or may not agree with
DeWaay but if you would like more of his discussion see Galatians 3:13-14 Cursed by Works or Blessed by Faith)

Vance Havner - Paul asked the Galatians, who hath bewitched you (Gal. 3:1).

This is a day of sorcery, demonic deception in the end of time. The world is tricked, fascinated, under the spell
of a thousand evil eyes. The weird, the uncanny, the occult, psychedelic drugs, hallucinations with these
humanity is being swept into an orgy of induced insanity. The church is attacked, and Satan would deceive the
very elect. Good men are led astray by the liberal gospel, the secular gospel, the social gospel. Jannes and
Jambres imitate Moses. The Great Deceiver as an angel of light imitates every work of God, and thousands of
poor souls cannot distinguish wheat from tares. Fortune-tellers, necromancers, magicians, are small fry
compared to the new witchery let loose upon the world. Men we never dreamed would weaken are giving way,
and Satan has so cleverly maneuvered his strategy that it appears un-Christian to lift a voice against his wiles
and devices. This procedure is so skillfully executed, that many are afraid to express even doubt of it-much
less opposition. We had better take some special courses in Ephesians Six, and learn the true nature of
spiritual conflict. We have been provided full equipment for this warfare, and we had better learn how to
evaluate both our adversaries and our allies.

Misunderstanding the Value of the Cross Some years ago, a 14-foot bronze crucifix was stolen from Calvary Cemetery in Little
Rock, Arkansas. It had stood at the entrance to that cemetery for more than 50 years. The cross was put there in 1930 by a Catholic
bishop and had been valued at the time at $10,000. The thieves apparently cut it off at its base and hauled it off in a pick-up. Police
speculate that they cut it into small pieces and sold it for scrap. The thieves figured that the 900-pound cross probably brought about
$450. They obviously didn’t realize the value of that cross. That is the problem, of course—understanding the value of the cross. As
the gospel writers relate the story of Jesus’ crucifixion, the theme that runs through all the details is rejection. Not only did people not
see the value of Jesus, they also didn’t understand the value of his death. May we not be so blind! Lee Eclov, in the sermon “The
Agony of Victory,” PreachingToday.com

The Power Of Influence
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Read: 2 Chronicles 22:1-9
Who has bewitched you that you should not obey the truth? —Galatians 3:1

All those years of training in good grammar couldn’t stand up to a few hours of being with a friend who mangles the language. That
was my observation recently as | overheard my second-grade son Steven talking with one of his friends.

| had listened as Steven'’s buddy used poor English again and again. | was surprised by his word choices, but | was really taken
aback when | heard Steven talking the same way. He doesn’t usually talk like that—at least he didn’t until a little peer pressure got
to him.

It was another illustration of the power of others to change the way we think. We carefully guide our children to use proper speech
patterns, but the influence of one friend can undo all that.

Think about how this principle affects much more important choices. Consider Ahaziah in 2 Chronicles. He was influenced by his
mother to do wrong (2 Chr 22:3). As a result, “He did evil in the sight of the Lord” (2 Chr 22:4). His godly grandfather Jehoshaphat
surely had some influence on Ahaziah, but it was the evil persuasion of Athaliah that marked his course.

We can be manipulated! So we must be careful about who or what influences us and stay close to our Father, the source of all that

is good and right. By Dave Branon (Qur Daily Bread, Copyright RBC Ministries. Grand Rapids, MI. — Reprinted by permission. All
rights reserved)

Be sure that those in whom you trust
Are led by God each day;

For if they let the devil guide,

They could lead you astray.

—JDB

Choose your companions with care—
you may become what they are.

Maxie Dunnam - How could you miss it?—you “before whose eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed among you as crucified” (v.

1),

During a visit to the Peoples’ Republic of China, | was using Barclay’s Daily Bible Study of Galatians for my daily devotional reading,
and | came to this third chapter the day | entered that country. This verse might not have struck me with such power had | read it in
another setting. “You before whose very eyes Jesus Christ was placarded upon His cross.” China is the land of posters, and
placards were everywhere. Great crowds gather around the walls where posters are displayed. A primary means of communication,
posters have been used to share the message of liberation and revolution for thirty years in this vast land. Not only are posters used
for the current propaganda, there are some omnipresent ones. Pictures of Chairman Mao, Premier Hua, Marx, Lenin, and Stalin
were in every school we visited, every factory, and in every reception room of every commune. The thinkers, planners, and leaders
of the socialist revolution are constantly before the eyes of the people of China. The Greek word which Barclay translates
“placarded” in this verse is phrographien. One of the words Paul used for preaching, it meant “post a notice,” as on a bulletin board
in a public square. This is why it came through to me with such power in China. Barclay reminds us that in New Testament times the
word was used to describe what a father did when he proclaimed publicly that he would no longer be responsible for his son’s debts.

Richard C. Halverson points out: When Paul says, “by grace you are saved,” he is not referring just to a fraction of salvation—two
thirds, for example—as though justification and glorification, but not sanctification, depended upon grace. He is referring to the total
work of God in the Christian: the past, the continuing present, and the future; the beginning, the end, and all in between. Grace is as
necessary for the continuity of the Christian life as it is for its conception and consummation. One has little difficulty in apprehending
the fact that the new birth is a work of grace. There is nothing one can do to be born anew. “The wind blows where it desires to blow
and you hear the sound of it, but canst not tell whence it cometh and whither it goeth; so is everyone that is born of the Spirit” (John
3:8). The mystery of spiritual birth, it is relatively easy to me, must be a work of grace. Furthermore, there is a little difficulty in
understanding the resurrection of the body to be a work of grace. It is quite obvious that man can do nothing to expedite this event.
But when it comes to the interlude between regeneration and resurrection the inclination is to think of it as man on his own, or at
least man doing his best with token help from God. It is at this point that the Christian is constantly in danger of developing a
doctrine of works that will defeat the very thing he is desiring in his life.

A famous story tells of the tight-rope walker Charles Blondin (1824-97), who set up a rope across Niagara Falls and walked across
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several times. So confident did he become that he made the journey backwards as well as forwards, and performed various tricks on
the way, like sitting on a small stool and eating a meal. But the most famous trick was when he asked for a volunteer to be carried
over on his back. In what must be one of the most supreme acts of physical trust ever placed by one human being in another, a
brave, or perhaps foolish, man stepped forward, and was carried over on the great man's shoulders. Now supposing, halfway
across, the man had said to Blondin: 'Look here, this is all very well, but | really don't trust you any more. | think I'd better do the rest
by myself. Let me down and I'll walk from here without you." One can only imagine the retort he would have got, not only from the
professional, but from any watching friends or family. Had he taken leave of his senses? How did he suppose he would get across by
himself? That is exactly the reaction Paul has on hearing that his beloved Galatians are thinking of getting circumcised. (Paul for
Everyone: Galatians and Thessalonians)

Galatians 3:2 This is the only thing | want to find out from you: did you receive the Spirit by the works of the Law, or by
hearing with faith?

Greek - touto monon thelo (1SPAI) mathein (AAN) a humon ex ergon nomou to pneuma elabete (2PAAl)e ex
akoes pisteos

Amplified: Let me ask you this one question: Did you receive the [Holy] Spirit as the result of obeying the Law
and doing its works, or was it by hearing [the message of the Gospel] and believing [it]? [Was it from observing
a law of rituals or from a message of faith?]

Barclay Tell me this one thing—did you receive the Spirit by doing the works the law lays down, or because
you listened and believed?

Phillips | will ask you one simple question: did you receive the Spirit of God by trying to keep the Law or by
believing the message of the Gospel?

Wouest This only am | desiring to learn from you. By means of law works did you receive the Spirit or by means
of the message which proclaims faith? (Eerdmans Publishing)

NET Galatians 3:2 The only thing | want to learn from you is this: Did you receive the Spirit by doing the works
of the law or by believing what you heard?

GNT Galatians 3:2ToTOo pvovB Aw pobev ¢ pv- & pywv v pouT Tve pox A Bete & KO G 1T OTEWG;

NLT Galatians 3:2 Let me ask you this one question: Did you receive the Holy Spirit by obeying the law of
Moses? Of course not! You received the Spirit because you believed the message you heard about Christ.

KJV Galatians 3:2 This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the
hearing of faith?

ESV Galatians 3:2 Let me ask you only this: Did you receive the Spirit by works of the law or by hearing with
faith?

ASV Galatians 3:2 This only would | learn from you. Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the
hearing of faith?

CSB Galatians 3:2 | only want to learn this from you: Did you receive the Spirit by the works of the law or by
hearing with faith?

NIV Galatians 3:2 | would like to learn just one thing from you: Did you receive the Spirit by observing the law,
or by believing what you heard?

NKJ Galatians 3:2 This only | want to learn from you: Did you receive the Spirit by the works of the law, or by
the hearing of faith?

NRS Galatians 3:2 The only thing | want to learn from you is this: Did you receive the Spirit by doing the
works of the law or by believing what you heard?

YLT Galatians 3:2 this only do | wish to learn from you -- by works of law the Spirit did ye receive, or by the
hearing of faith?

NAB Galatians 3:2 | want to learn only this from you: did you receive the Spirit from works of the law, or from
faith in what you heard?

NJB Galatians 3:2 There is only one thing | should like you to tell me: How was it that you received the Spirit --
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was it by the practice of the Law, or by believing in the message you heard?

GWN Galatians 3:2 | want to learn only one thing from you. Did you receive the Spirit by your own efforts to
live according to a set of standards or by believing what you heard?

BBE Galatians 3:2 Give me an answer to this one question, Did the Spirit come to you through the works of
the law, or by the hearing of faith?

= Receive: Ga 3:5,14 Acts 2:38 Acts 8:15 Acts 10:44-47 Acts 11:15-18 Acts 15:8 Acts 19:2-6 1Co 12:7-13 2Co 11:4 Eph 1:13,14
Heb 2:4 6:4 1Pe 1:12

= by the hearing: Ro 1:17 10:16,17

= Galatians 3: The Purpose of the Law - John MacArthur

= Galatians 3:1-5 Bewitched - John MacArthur

= Galatians 3:1-3: Whatever Happened to Holy Spirit?- John MacArthur

= Galatians 3:1-5: Ministries of the Holy Spirit- 1- John MacArthur

= Galatians 3:1-5: Ministries of the Holy Spirit- 2- John MacArthur

= Galatians 3:1-5: Ministries of the Holy Spirit- 3- John MacArthur

= Galatians 3:1-5 Bewitched: An Argument from Experience - Phil Newton

« Galatians 3:2: The Hearing of Faith- C H Spurgeon

= Galatians Commentary - Verse by Verse - Kenneth Wuest
=« Galatians 3 Resources - Multiple sermons, commentaries, etc

THEY RECEIVED THE
SPIRIT BY FAITH

This is the only thing | want to find out from you "Let me ask you this one question" (Amplified); "l will ask you one simple
question” (Phillips) "It is not that he is uninterested in anything else but that this one issue is of supreme importance, crowding out all
other considerations." (Osborne) Although Paul asks 5 questions in Galatians 3:1-5, this question should have been sufficient to
convict the Galatians of the folly of their drifting from the truth of the Gospel that initially saved them! As Lenski says Paul "pours out
question upon question. He wants no answer for himself, he needs none; the Galatians need them for themselves. It is high time
they did a little plain Christian thinking." And Christian conviction!

Ridderbos adds that their answer to this question "is in principle determinative of the issue between them and him.Their own
witness must convince them of their error." (NICNT - Galatians - 1953)

Want (2309)(thelo see thelema; synonyms boule and boulomai) is a very common NT verb (208x) which primarily refers to
exercising of one's will with the underlying sense of to be willing, to desire, to want or to wish (in Jn 15:7 in context of prayer).

Find out (learn) (3129) (manthano related to noun mathetes = disciple, literally a learner! The shut mind is the end of discipleship!)
has the basic meaning of directing one’s mind to something and producing an external effect. The NET translation is probably a
more accurate rendering of the Greek word manthano, the passage reading "The only thing | want tolearn from you is this."
(HCSB, NIV, NRS also translate it "learn").

Bartlett - This query ushers in a series of questions skillfully designed, by the honest answers evoked, to build up an indisputable
argument from Christian experience in support of the thesis that men are justified by faith alone. The question immediately before us
in verse 2 points to the manner in which the Galatian believers had become children of GOD through the miracle of the new birth
and the reception of the Holy Spirit. "If any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his" (Romans 8:9+). If, then, regeneration
was wrought in their hearts through the mighty work of GOD in response to their simple faith in JESUS as Savior, how can there
possibly be any place for works, either alone or in addition to faith, so far as the obtaining of salvation is concerned? (Galatians

3:1-22 - Doctrinal Exposition)

Gerald L. Borchert - In typical diatribe fashion, this statement opens the way to a question with an answer that Paul knows will be

obvious to his readers....the experience of the Spirit was, for the early Christians, proof positive that they were regenerated people of
God (see Gal 4:6+; Acts 10:45+; Ro 5:5+). (Cornerstone Biblical Commentary — Volume 14: Romans and Galatians)

Did you receive the Spirit by the works of the Law or by hearing with faith? This is the first of four rhetorical questions in Gal
3:2-5 (Not counting the rhetorical question in Gal 3:1 "Who has bewitched you?"). Works of the Law refers to obedience to the
Mosaic Law. He is basically asking them how were they saved - by works or by faith? How did your Christian life begin? As he
explains in Ro 8:9+ if one does not have the Spirit, he is not saved and so he focuses on the Spirit. Notice that he assumes they do
in fact possess the Spirit and thus he is not questioning whether or not they are saved. He assumes they are saved. And the answer
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to his question is simple and straightforward. How did you receive the Spirit? (As an aside notice it is not something they EARNED
but Someone they RECEIVED, as one would a gift). Did you have to work for the Spirit of God to take up residence in your body, His
temple (1 Cor 3:16, 1 Cor 6:19+)? "Of course not" would be the expected response. Or did He come in when you put your faith in
Christ? "Yes, of course" would be the expected response. And so Paul is challenging them to remember how they were saved, and
the answer they would have or should have given is by hearing the Gospel Paul had preached and accepting itwith faith. And
when did they receive the Spirit? The moment they placed their trust in Jesus and His death, burial and resurrection on their behalf.
Stated another way the Holy Spirit came to indwell them only after they believed the message they heard about Christ, and

independent of performing any works of the Law.

In sum Paul has presented works of the lawand the hearing with faith in the gospel of Christ (cf Gal 2:16+) which are two
diametrically opposed ways of salvation, and only faith in the Gospel leads to true salvation. As polar opposites faith in the Gospel
and works of the Law cannot tolerate each other. It must be one or the other, and not a combination of both. These two ways are
like oil and water and they do not mix! The Law says "Do this." The Gospel says "Christ has done it all."

John Stott adds that "The law requires works of human achievement; the gospel requires faith in Christ’'s achievement. The law
makes demands and bids us obey; the gospel brings promises and bids us believe. So the law and the gospel are contrary to one
another. They are not two aspects of the same thing, or interpretations of the same Christianity. At least in the sphere of justification,
as Luther says, ‘the establishing of the law is the abolishing of the Gospel."

Notice that Galatians 3:2 connects with Galatians 3:5 which says " So then, does He who provides you with theSpirit and works
miracles among you, do it by the works of the Law, or by hearing with faith?" Clearly the miracles Paul describes are occurring
among them because of the presence and power of the Holy Spirit, further evidence of course that they are genuinely saved.

Spurgeon writes the Galatian believers "had gone off into legality; they were trying to be saved (ED: AND | WOULD ADD "TRYING
TO BE SANCTIFIED" cf Gal 3:3) by ceremonies and by works of their own. “Well,” asks Paul, “how did you receive the Spirit—the
Spirit by which miracles were wrought among you (Gal 3:5), the Spirit by which you spoke with unknown tongues, the Spirit that
changed and renewed your hearts? If you did indeed receive Him, did you receive Him by the works of the law or by the hearing of
faith?” There was only one reply to the question: The Spirit came to them as the result offaith."

Maxie Dunnam comments that "With his tenacious argumentative skills, Paul gets the Galatians in the steel vise of their own
experience (ED: DOES THIS NOT SOUND A LITTLE LIKE PETER WHEN OPPOSED BY PAUL "STOOD CONDEMNED" Gal
2:11+) . There could be no middle ground. The Spirit came either by hearing with faith, or by law. The Galatians had only one
answer from their experience: the Spirit came by the hearing with faith. It is everlastingly so, Paul would say. We are ‘begraced’ not
according to our merit, our accomplishments, our keeping the law, living the “good” life, obeying the commandments, abiding by the
Golden Rule, but by obedient trust. (Ed: | like that - "obedient trust' because "trust" that is genuine faith will obey, not out of
legalistic constraint and reliance of natural energy, but our of love and supernatural energy from the Holy Spirit).

Hendriksen comments that "It is as if Paul were asking, “My dear Galatians, does the course which you are now following make you
more happy and contented than that which you previously selected? By what avenue were you first made conscious of having the
Holy Spirit in your hearts? Was it by the avenue of rigorous bondage to ceremonial ordinances or was it by the exercise of faith in
Christ, so that you listened and listened and eagerly took to heart the marvelous message of the gospel?™ (Exposition of Galatians,
Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon)

John Phillips on Paul's question about their salvation - This, indeed, is the Great Divide between the Old Testament and the New
Testament. The Law said, "Do!" Grace says, "Done!" The Law said, "Try!" Grace says, "Trust!" The Law says, "Behave!" Grace says,
"Believe!" Law points to the commandments; grace points to the Christ. The weakness of the Law is the flesh; the wonder of grace is
the Holy Spirit...This was the crucial point. When Paul appeared among them on his first missionary journey, what had he preached?
Had he told them to be good and keep the Ten Commandments? Had he told them to be circumcised and keep the Sabbath? Had
he told them to become proselytes of the Jewish religion and join the local synagogue? Is that how they were saved? Is that how
they had received the regenerating Holy Spirit of God? Of course not! He had preached Christ to them. They had believed and had
been regenerated, indwelt, baptized, sealed, and filled by the Holy Spirit. Simply to ask the question was its own answer. (Exploring
Galatians)

ESV Study Notes - Received the Spirit refers to the new covenant work of the Holy Spirit that comes after saving faith, at the
beginning of the Christian life, to sanctify and to empower the believer in life and various kinds of ministry. Paul knew this experience
was so real for the Galatians that they would remember it.

John MacArthur on the Spirit - The gift of the Holy Spirit is the believer's most unmistakable evidence of God’s favor, his greatest
proof of salvation and the guarantee of eternal glory. “The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of
God” (Ro 8:16+), Paul assured the Roman Christians. Conversely, “lIf anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not
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belong to Him” (Ro 8:9+). John writes, ‘By this we know that we abide in Him and He in us, because He has given us of His
Spirit” (1 John 4:13+; 1 Jn 3:24+). It is therefore ludicrous to maintain, as some Christians do, that the full gift of the Holy Spirit
comes through an additional work of experience. A person who does not have the fullness of the Holy Spirit does not need a
second blessing; he needs salvation. The indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit is inseparable from the new birth. At no time before
salvation can a person have the indwelling Spirit, and at no time after salvation can he not have Him. “Having also believed” in
Christ, Paul explained to the Ephesians, “you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is given as a pledge of

our inheritance” (Eph. 1:13-14+). (MacArthur New Testament Commentary — Galatians)

Earle on Spirit - The Greek word is pneuma, from which we get "pneumonia,” "pneumatic," etc. It originally meant "a movement of
air, wind, breath." But when a person's breath leaves his body, he is dead; that is, his spirit is gone. So the word for "breath" was
also used for "spirit."

Note Paul's emphasis on the Holy Spirit in these first 5 verses (Gal 3:2, 3, 5), which are the first time the Spirit is mentioned in this
letter. Holy Spirit (pneuma) in Galatians (based on the NAS translation as some uses in KJV are not capitalized) is used a total of
16x in 13 verses - Gal 3:2,3, 5, 14; Gal 4:6, 29; Gal 5:5, 16, Gal 5:17 (twice) Gal 5:18, 22, Gal 5:25 (twice); Gal 6:8 (twice). The two
uses of pneuma which refer to the human spirit and not the Holy Spirit are Gal 6:1, Gal 6:18.

Works of the Law - 8x in 6v - Ro 3:20, 28; Gal. 2:16; Gal 3:2, 5, 10

Spurgeon on works of the Law makes a