Mark 5 Commentary

PREVIOUS NEXT
CLICK VERSE
To go directly to that verse

=« Mark 5:1

=« Mark 5:2

=« Mark 5:3

=« Mark 5:4

=« Mark 5:5

= Mark 5:6

=« Mark 5:7

= Mark 5:8

=« Mark 5:9

= Mark 5:10
=« Mark 5:11
= Mark 5:12
=« Mark 5:13
=« Mark 5:14
=« Mark 5:15
=« Mark 5:16
=« Mark 5:17
= Mark 5:18
=« Mark 5:19
= Mark 5:20
=« Mark 5:21
=« Mark 5:22
=« Mark 5:23
=« Mark 5:24
=« Mark 5:25
= Mark 5:26
=« Mark 5:27
= Mark 5:28
=« Mark 5:29
= Mark 5:30
=« Mark 5:31
=« Mark 5:32
=« Mark 5:33
=« Mark 5:34
=« Mark 5:35
=« Mark 5:36
= Mark 5:37
=« Mark 5:38
= Mark 5:39
=« Mark 5:40
=« Mark 5:41
=« Mark 5:42
= Mark 5:43

John Mark

MARK: THE SERVANT JESUS



Click chart to enlarge
Chart from Jensen's Survey of the NT - used by permission
Another Chart from Charles Swindoll-right side of page

THE LIFE OF CHRIST SHOWING COVERAGE BY MARK (SHADED AREA)
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Chart from Jensen's Survey of the NT - used by permission

Mark 5:1 They came to the other side of the sea, into the country of the Gerasenes.

NET Mark 5:1 So they came to the other side of the lake, to the region of the Gerasenes.

GNT Mark 5:1 Ko ABovegT 1 pav TG BOah oongegTVv X pav TV [epaanv v.

NLT Mark 5:1 So they arrived at the other side of the lake, in the region of the Gerasenes.

KJV Mark 5:1 And they came over unto the other side of the sea, into the country of the Gadarenes.
ESV Mark 5:1 They came to the other side of the sea, to the country of the Gerasenes.

NIV Mark 5:1 They went across the lake to the region of the Gerasenes.

ASV Mark 5:1 And they came to the other side of the sea, into the country of the Gerasenes.

CSB Mark 5:1 Then they came to the other side of the sea, to the region of the Gerasenes.

NKJ Mark 5:1 Then they came to the other side of the sea, to the country of the Gadarenes.

NRS Mark 5:1 They came to the other side of the sea, to the country of the Gerasenes.

YLT Mark 5:1 And they came to the other side of the sea, to the region of the Gadarenes,

NAB Mark 5:1 They came to the other side of the sea, to the territory of the Gerasenes.

NJB Mark 5:1 They reached the territory of the Gerasenes on the other side of the lake,

GWN Mark 5:1 They arrived in the territory of the Gerasenes on the other side of the Sea of Galilee.
BBE Mark 5:1 And they came to the other side of the sea, into the country of the Gerasenes.

= Mk 4:35 Mt 8:28-34 Lu 8:26-39
= Mark 5 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

THE MINISTRY OF JESUS
AROUND THE SEA OF GALILEE

Click to enlarge - from the Holman Bible Atlas (digital book; Hardcover)
copyright © 1998 B&H Publishing Group,

Used by permission, all rights reserved.

This is one of the best resources for Bible maps.

Please do not reproduce this map on any other webpage.

Parallel Passages:

Matthew 8:28+ When He came to the other side into the country of the Gadarenes, two men who were
demon-possessed met Him as they were coming out of the tombs. They were so extremely violent that no one
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could pass by that way.

Luke 8:26+ Then they sailed to the country of the Gerasenes, which is opposite Galilee. 27 And when He
came out onto the land, He was met by a man from the city who was possessed with demons; and who had
not put on any clothing for a long time, and was not living in a house, but in the tombs.

JESUS POWER OVER DEMONS

TAMING THE
TOMBSTONE TERRORIST

This title is from Alan Carr. Carr writes " Now, Jesus moves into a new set of impossible situations. He encounters a demon
possessed man. This man possessed was by thousands of demons. He cannot help himself and the people around him are helpless
as well. After this, Jesus will deal with a diseased woman and a dead girl. All four of these situations appear hopeless from a human
perspective. Yet, in each of these cases, Jesus proved that He was the Master of them all. If that demon possessed man were alive
today, he would be sent off to live in a mental institution. That diseased woman would be sent to terminal care ward. The dead girl
would be sent to the cemetery. As we move through this chapter, we are going to discover that Jesus is not just the Master of the
Deep. He is also the Master of the Demonic; the Master of Disease and the Master of Death. He will demonstrate His power over all
situations, problems, difficulties and dangers. Today we will take a trip to the cemetery. We will watch as Jesus demonstrates His
power over the spiritual realm. We will watch Him deliver a man from a hopeless case of spiritual possession and bondage. As we
watch the Lord deliver this poor soul, we need to keep in mind that He can move in our lives with the same power. He can break the

chains that bind us and He can set us free!" (Mark 5:1-20 Taming The Tombstone Terrorist)

Lowell Johnson - These verses shows us what Satan will do with a life and then we will see what Jesus can do with a life. The Day
the Demons Performed a Swine Dive)

They came to the other side of the sea, into the country of the Gerasenes- They refers to Jesus and His disciples. In the
picture above, Gesarenes is on the southeast side of the Sea of Galilee (see also Wikipedia map). Luke 8:26 says it was "over
against" or opposite Galilee, which would be the eastern shore.

NET Note - The region of Gadara extended to the Sea of Galilee and included the town of Sennabris on the southern shore - the
town that the herdsmen most likely entered after the drowning of the pigs.

THOUGHT - Don't miss this! Christ came to the demoniacs, who men would not dare go near! Christ even
braved a storm to come to them! This is a dramatic illustration of Jesus' compassion and heart for the lost, no
matter how deplorable their condition! Is this not also a perfect picture of grace, giving men what they do not
deserve and could never earn, whether they demon possessed or in their right mind, for neither seeks for God
(Ro 3:11b+)!.

The Gadarene Swine Law: Merely because the group is in formation does not mean that the group is on the
right course.
-- Source Unknown

Mark 5:2 When He got out of the boat, immediately a man from the tombs with an unclean spirit met Him,

Wouest - And having come out of the boat, immediately, there met him out of the tombs a man with an unclean
spirit,

NET Mark 5:2 Just as Jesus was getting out of the boat, a man with an unclean spirit came from the tombs
and met him.

GNT Mark 5:2 kot EAB viog xToO K TO TAOOU €6 G T VINOEV T K TV Pvnue wv VvOPWTIOG V TIVE U
koB pT,

NLT Mark 5:2 When Jesus climbed out of the boat, a man possessed by an evil spirit came out from a
cemetery to meet him.

KJV Mark 5:2 And when he was come out of the ship, immediately there met him out of the tombs a man with
an unclean spirit,

ESV Mark 5:2 And when Jesus had stepped out of the boat, immediately there met him out of the tombs a
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man with an unclean spirit.
NIV Mark 5:2 When Jesus got out of the boat, a man with an evil spirit came from the tombs to meet him.

ASV Mark 5:2 And when he was come out of the boat, straightway there met him out of the tombs a man with
an unclean spirit,

CSB Mark 5:2 As soon as He got out of the boat, a man with an unclean spirit came out of the tombs and met
Him.

NKJ Mark 5:2 And when He had come out of the boat, immediately there met Him out of the tombs a man with
an unclean spirit,

NRS Mark 5:2 And when he had stepped out of the boat, immediately a man out of the tombs with an unclean
spirit met him.

YLT Mark 5:2 and he having come forth out of the boat, immediately there met him out of the tombs a man
with an unclean spirit,

NAB Mark 5:2 When he got out of the boat, at once a man from the tombs who had an unclean spirit met him.

NJB Mark 5:2 and when he disembarked, a man with an unclean spirit at once came out from the tombs
towards him.

GWN Mark 5:2 As Jesus stepped out of the boat, a man came out of the tombs and met him. The man was
controlled by an evil spirit

BBE Mark 5:2 And when he had got out of the boat, straight away there came to him from the place of the
dead a man with an unclean spirit.

= When He got out of the boat: Isa 65:4 Lu 8:27
= with an unclean spirit met Him: Mk 5:8 1:23,26 3:30 7:25 Lu 9:42
= Mark 5 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

Parallel Passages:

Matthew 8:28+ When He came to the other side into the country of the Gadarenes, two men who were
demon-possessed met Him as they were coming out of the tombs. They were so extremely violent that no one
could pass by that way

Luke 8:26-27+ Then they sailed to the country of the Gerasenes, which is opposite Galilee. 27 And when He
came out onto the land, He was met by a man from the city who was possessed with demons; and who had
not put on any clothing for a long time, and was not living in a house, but in the tombs.

DIVINE CONFRONTS
DEMONIC

Ray Pritchard - Three worlds meet in this strange story: the underworld of evil spirits, the visible world of human experience, and
the upper world of divine control. Evidently this encounter made quite an impression on the disciples because it is found in three
gospels—Matthew, Mark and Luke. The disciples never forgot how Jesus liberated a man infested with demons. Before we look at
the details of the text, an underlying issue deserves our attention. In reading this story, some people downplay the reality of the
demonic, calling it symbolic of the evil in the world today. Others see it as an ancient way of saying that this man had a severe
mental illness. But we must not say this. Demon-possession was real to this man and it was real to Jesus. It is no compliment to our
so-called enlightened age, if in our thinking we have gone beyond the Bible....This is not a story about Jesus curing mental illness;
it's a story about Jesus defeating the demons....People in Asia and Africa read this story and nod their heads. People in Haiti know
what this is about. What seems alien to us is commonplace and very believable to them. ....A study of the text reveals four different
“prayers” or requests made to Jesus in this passage. The demons make the first two, the townspeople make the third, and the
liberated man makes the fourth. We can group the details of the story around these four “prayers.”(Man from Tombs: Christ on

Problem of Spiritual Bondage)

When He got out of the boat (ploion), immediately a man from the tombs with an unclean spirit met Him- Mark uses his
favorite termimmediately to indicate this demon possessed man was "johnny on the spot' to meet Jesus as He
disembarked. Notice Jesus is in close proximity to tombs and swine (Mk 5:11,12+), both of which were considered unclean by the
Jew! Jewish ceremonialism was no hindrance for Jesus Who "come to seek and to save that which was lost." (Lk 19:10+) “Like a


https://www.preceptaustin.org/mark-5-resources
https://www.keepbelieving.com/sermon/The-Man-from-the-Tombs-Christ-Speaks-to-the-Problem-of-Spiritual-Bondage/
https://www.preceptaustin.org/mark-1-commentary#boat
https://www.thefreedictionary.com/Johnny-on-the-spot

warm front hitting a cold front head on, the forces of good and evil collide.” (Gire)

After mastering a wild sea the Lord Jesus masters a wild man!
-- Vance Havner

Vincent quoting Trench: “The picture of the miserable man is fearful; and in drawing it, each evangelist has some touches which are
peculiarly his own; but St. Mark’s is the most eminently graphic of all, adding, as it does, many strokes which wonderfully heighten
the terribleness of the man’s condition, and also magnify the glory of his cure.”

Boat (4143)(ploion from pleo = to sail) can refer to a rather large seagoing craft (Acts 20:13, 38; Acts
21:2f, 6; 27 Jas 3:4; Rev 8:9; Rev 18:19) or a small fishing craft boat as used on the Sea of Galilee (Mt
4:21f; Mt 9:1; Mk 1:19f; Mk 6:51, 54; Jn 6:19, 21f; Jn 21:3). See Wikipedia description of the "Jesus
Boat" discovered in 1986. (Picture)

Immediately (2112)(eutheos from euthus = straight, immediate) is an adverb which generally means at once,
right away, forthwith, straightaway, without an interval of time or a point of time subsequent to a previous point

of time. Note that the actual interval of time depends on the nature of the events and the manner in which the
sequence is interpreted by the writer. Eutheos is a "time sensitive" word (see expression of time) and should
prompt questions like "To what time does it refer?" or "What happens in this time?"

Immediately is a key word in Mark (here it is eutheos but more ofteneuthus) - 1 Mk. 1:10; Mk. 1:12; Mk.
1:18; Mk. 1:20; Mk. 1:21; Mk. 1:28; Mk. 1:29; Mk. 1:30; Mk. 1:42; Mk. 1:43; Mk. 2:8; Mk. 2:12; Mk. 3:6; Mk.
4:5; Mk. 4:15; Mk. 4:16; Mk. 4:17; Mk. 4:29; Mk. 5:2; Mk. 5:29; Mk. 5:30; Mk. 5:42; Mk. 6:25; Mk. 6:27; Mk.
6:45; Mk. 6:50; Mk. 6:54; Mk. 7:25; Mk. 8:10; Mk. 9:15; Mk. 9:20; Mk. 9:24; Mk. 10:52; Mk. 11:2; Mk. 11:3;
Mk. 14:43; Mk. 14:45; Mk. 14:72; Mk. 15:1

Tombs (3419)(mnemeion from mneme = memory, remembrance) literally means a memorial and then a
monument to commemorate the dead (Mt 23:29), but most often referred to a tomb, grave or sepulcher. The
first NT use describes "demon-possessed met Him as they were coming out of the tombs" (Mt 8:28), the
second Jesus' rebuke of the Jewish religious leaders who were "hypocrites" building "the tombs of the
prophets and adorn the monuments of the righteous" who they would have willingly murdered,(Mt 23:29, 30),
the third describes the tombs opened and dead rising when Jesus died (Mt 27:52, 53), the fourth describes
Jesus' burial tomb (Mt 27:60). Most uses refer to the tomb in which Jesus' dead body was laid - Mt 27:60; Mt
28:8; Mk 15:46; 16:2, 3, 5, 8; Lk 23:55; 24:1, 2, 9, 12, 22, 24; John 19:42; 20:1-4, 6, 8, 11 Acts 13:29.

Unclean (169)(akathartos from a = without + kathairo = cleanse from katharos = clean, pure, free from the
adhesion of anything that soils, adulterates, corrupts, in an ethical sense, free from corrupt desire, sin, and
guilt) (See study of related word akatharsia) in a moral sense refers to that which is unclean in thought, word,
and deed. It can describe a state of moral impurity, especially especially sexual sin (cf Rev 17:4+) and the
word foulis an excellent rendering. The idea is that which is morally indecent or filthy. It is notable
thatevery use of akathartos in the Gospels (19x out of 30 total NT uses) is applied to filthy demonic
spirits! As noted below, all of the uses of akathartos in the Gospels refer to unclean spirits or demons. In Acts
5:16+ Luke describes "those afflicted with unclean spirits" who were healed (see Acts 8:7+). In
Scripture, akathartos pertains to that which may not come into contact with that which is holy and set apart.
(Acts 10:14, 28+, Acts 11:8+ - these passages refer to acting in accordance with the Levitical laws - see all the
uses below in Leviticus) In the Septuaqgint akathartos refers almost universally to ceremonial uncleanness or

to whatever (or whomever) is ritually defiled .

Unclean spirit - 12x in NT - Matt. 12:43; Mk. 1:23; Mk. 1:26; Mk. 3:30; Mk. 5:2; Mk. 5:8; Mk. 7:25; Mk.
9:25; Lk. 8:29; Lk. 9:42; Lk. 11:24; Rev. 18:2

Met (5221)(hupantao from hupo = by, below +antao = to meet face to face with;antaois from anti=
opposite) means to go to meet and may include an element of hostility or opposition as in Jesus' encounter
with demon possession (Mt 8:28+; Mk 5:2+; Lk. 8:27+) and also in Lk 14:31+ meaning to meet to oppose in
battle which is a good picture of what we see here - the Kingdom of darkness "meets" the Kingdom of light (the
King of that kingdom). Compare the "hostile meeting" in Acts 16:16+.

Related Resources:
= What are unclean spirits? Are unclean spirits demons?

= What does the Bible say about demon possession / demonic possession?
= What does the Bible say about demonic oppression?
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=« Wikipedia article on exorcism of Gadarene demoniac

« Can a Christian today perform an exorcism? What does the Bible say about casting out demons?
« Can a Christian be demon possessed?

=« Questions about Angels & Demons

Mark 5:3 and he had his dwelling among the tombs. And no one was able to bind him anymore, even with a chain;

Wuest - who had settled down and was making his home in the tombs; and no longer was anyone able to bind
him, not even with manacles,

NET Mark 5:3 He lived among the tombs, and no one could bind him anymore, not even with a chain.
GNT Mark 5:3 G TV KOTO KNOIV € XEV V TO G UV POOIV, K& 00 A OEloKTI0de g O vamo oT v O oo

NLT Mark 5:3 This man lived among the burial caves and could no longer be restrained, even with a chain.
KJV Mark 5:3 Who had his dwelling among the tombs; and no man could bind him, no, not with chains:
ESV Mark 5:3 He lived among the tombs. And no one could bind him anymore, not even with a chain,

NIV Mark 5:3 This man lived in the tombs, and no one could bind him any more, not even with a chain.
ASV Mark 5:3 who had his dwelling in the tombs: and no man could any more bind him, no, not with a chain;
CSB Mark 5:3 He lived in the tombs. No one was able to restrain him anymore-- even with chains--

NKJ Mark 5:3 who had his dwelling among the tombs; and no one could bind him, not even with chains,
NRS Mark 5:3 He lived among the tombs; and no one could restrain him any more, even with a chain;
YLT Mark 5:3 who had his dwelling in the tombs, and not even with chains was any one able to bind him,

NAB Mark 5:3 The man had been dwelling among the tombs, and no one could restrain him any longer, even
with a chain.

NJB Mark 5:3 The man lived in the tombs and no one could secure him any more, even with a chain,
GWN Mark 5:3 and lived among the tombs. No one could restrain him any longer, not even with a chain.

BBE Mark 5:3 He was living in the place of the dead: and no man was able to keep him down, no, not with a
chain;

=« Mk 9:18-22 Isa 65:4 Da 4:32,33 Lu 8:29
= Mark 5 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

UNCLEAN SPIRIT
SETTLED IN UNCLEAN PLACE

Mark 5:3-5 is the most detailed account of this event.

And he had his dwelling among the tombs - Dwelling is the word katoikesis used only here and with the prefix kata- (meaning
"down") depicts this as his permanent dwelling or as Wuest says his "settled habitation" but the plural tombs indicates one
after another. Tombs of dead people makes good dwelling places for demons!

Bishop Trench comments that tombs were considered to be "unclean places, unclean because of the dead men’s bones which
were there. To those who did not on this account shun them, these tombs of the Jews would afford ample shelter, being either
natural caves or recesses hewn by art out of the rock, often so large as to be supported by columns, and with cells upon their sides
for the reception of the dead. Being, too, without the cities, and often times in remote and solitary places, they would attract those
who sought to flee from all fellowship of their kind.”

Tombs (3419) see note on mnemeion

And no one was able to bind him anymore, even with a chain- As Robertson says "this demoniac snapped a handcuff as if a
string." Hiebert points out that "literally, “not even with a chain no longer could no one bind him.” This accumulation of negatives,
peculiar to Mark, stresses the great strength of the man....Now his herculean strength rendered all such attempts futile. It recalls the
ancient practice of restraining demented people." (GM) Clearly this demon possessed man possessed supernatural strength from
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the demons. J C Ryle comments that "Prodigious muscular strength has often been remarked as accompanying some cases of
mania." | am not sure what Ryle means here -- do these cases of mania with superhuman strength suggest a superhuman source? |
am not sure.

Spurgeon applies this picture writing "Such cases have we often seen, — young men who have been rescued from a course of
vice, and who have been for a season helped towards virtue; but they have broken loose again. There was no holding them in; they
had not learned self-restraint, and no one else could restrain them."

Chain (254)(halusis from a = negative + luo = loose) literally means "not to loose" or that which cannot be
loosed and thus a chain, bond or manacle. It was also used as a metonym for imprisonment (Eph 6:20, 2Ti

1:164+). Halusis is used especially for handcuffs. Josephus (Ant. 19, 294) and so speaks of binding someone
with chains as in the present passage. Interesting Halusis was used in secular Greek for a woman's
ornament, such as a bracelet. "Paul, in Ephesians 6:20 speaks of himself as an ambassador in bonds, and
uses this word. He refers here to the handcuffs he was wearing, and in 2 Timothy 1:16, to Onesiphorus, who
was not ashamed of his chain." (Wuest)

Mark 5:4 because he had often been bound with shackles and chains, and the chains had been torn apart by him and the
shackles broken in pieces, and no one was strong enough to subdue him.

Wuest - because he had often been bound securely with manacles and fetters, and the manacles were
snapped in two by him, and the fetters crushed together, and no one had sufficient strength to restrain him.

NET Mark 5:4 For his hands and feet had often been bound with chains and shackles, but he had torn the
chains apart and broken the shackles in pieces. No one was strong enough to subdue him.

GNT Mark 5:4 &1 T o7V TTOM KIg TT doig Kax - A oeoiv &ed oBan kKax dieoT 0B T orTO TG A OEIGKG T G 1T 80G
ouvTeETP GBI, KX 0 dE § OXUEV OX T V DO OONI-

NLT Mark 5:4 Whenever he was put into chains and shackles-- as he often was-- he snapped the chains from
his wrists and smashed the shackles. No one was strong enough to subdue him.

KJV Mark 5:4 Because that he had been often bound with fetters and chains, and the chains had been
plucked asunder by him, and the fetters broken in pieces: neither could any man tame him.

ESV Mark 5:4 for he had often been bound with shackles and chains, but he wrenched the chains apart, and
he broke the shackles in pieces. No one had the strength to subdue him.

NIV Mark 5:4 For he had often been chained hand and foot, but he tore the chains apart and broke the irons
on his feet. No one was strong enough to subdue him.

ASV Mark 5:4 because that he had been often bound with fetters and chains, and the chains had been rent
asunder by him, and the fetters broken in pieces: and no man had strength to tame him.

CSB Mark 5:4 because he often had been bound with shackles and chains, but had snapped off the chains
and smashed the shackles. No one was strong enough to subdue him.

NKJ Mark 5:4 because he had often been bound with shackles and chains. And the chains had been pulled
apart by him, and the shackles broken in pieces; neither could anyone tame him.

NRS Mark 5:4 for he had often been restrained with shackles and chains, but the chains he wrenched apart,
and the shackles he broke in pieces; and no one had the strength to subdue him.

YLT Mark 5:4 because that he many times with fetters and chains had been bound, and pulled in pieces by
him had been the chains, and the fetters broken in pieces, and none was able to tame him,

NAB Mark 5:4 In fact, he had frequently been bound with shackles and chains, but the chains had been
pulled apart by him and the shackles smashed, and no one was strong enough to subdue him.

NJB Mark 5:4 because he had often been secured with fetters and chains but had snapped the chains and
broken the fetters, and no one had the strength to control him.

GWN Mark 5:4 He had often been chained hand and foot. However, he snapped the chains off his hands and
broke the chains from his feet. No one could control him.
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BBE Mark 5:4 Because he had frequently been prisoned in chains and iron bands, and the chains had been
parted and the bands broken by him: and no man was strong enough to make him quiet.

= to subdue him: Jas 3:7,8
= Mark 5 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

THE DEMONIAC'S
SUPERHUMAN POWER

Because - Mark now gives evidence regarding why they could not bind or subdue him (no one was strong enough).

He had often been bound with shackles and chains, and the chains had been torn apart by him and the shackles broken
(suntribo) in pieces - Boundis in the perfect tense which signifies a fixed condition or state, indicating that it was "a well-done,
complete piece of work." (Wuest) One has to wonder how they were even able to bind him at alll Shackles refers to fetters for his
feet indicating this demon possessed man had been bound hand and foot, but it was to not avail. Chains could be metal bonds, but
either way clearly emphasizes the strength of the material used in an attempt to restrain this man. Luke adds that the unclean spirit
"had seized him many times; and he was bound with chains and shackles and kept under guard, and yet he would break his bonds
and be driven by the demon into the desert." (Lk 8:29+) Torn apart (rubbed together) and broken (crushed, smashed, shattered)
are both in the perfect tense indicating past completed action with ongoing result (that he was no longer bound). As Hiebert phrases
it "The perfect tenses picture the past circumstances which explain his present untamable condition."

Bound (1210)(deo) literally meant to tie objects together. To be secured by a restraint. Figuratively it could
refer to confining someone in prison (Mk 15:7) or to cause someone to be under authority of someone or
something else (Ro 7:2+).

Torn apart (1288)(diaspao from dia = separation + spao = to draw) to pull apart or asunder, tear to pieces.
Describes demon possessed man breaking chains (Mk 5:4). Figuratively of God tearing off bonds from Judah
(Lxx of Jer 2:20).

Broken (4937) (suntribo from sun = together or intensification of meaning of the root word +tribo = wear
away, rub, break in pieces; see cognate word suntrimma) means to crush completely, to shatter, or to break
in pieces. In Ro 16:20 Paul writes "The God of peace will soon crush (suntribo) Satan under your feet. The
grace of our Lord Jesus be with you." So the demon might break the shackles for a time, but would be
eventually shackled for eternity. God lets Satan and his demons have their day, but their day of judgment is
coming and will be forever and ever. Amen.

And no one was strong enough to subdue him- This detail of his supernatural power serves to accentuate the even greater
power of the Savior! The verb subdue was used of subjugating animals (horses, mules, etc), and the inability to subdue him again
emphasizes his Herculean strength! "He roamed at will like a lion in the jungle." (Robertson)

Strong (2480)(ischuo from ischus = might) means to be strong in body or in resources. Ischuo can speak of
physical power as in this passage in Mk 5:4 (cf Mk 2:17+ = "healthy", Mt 9:12+ = "healthy"). In Php 4:13+ Paul
uses it to describe having the required personal resources to accomplish some objective. When Paul said that
he could do all things, he meant all things which were God’s will for him to do. He had learned that the Lord’s
commands are always the Lord’s enablements. Where the finger of God points, the hand of God provides the
way. In a negative sense it speaks of that which is good for nothing (Mt 5:13+). Ischuo is the equivalent of to
have efficacy, to avail or to have force. Uses in Mark - Mk. 2:17; Mk. 5:4; Mk. 9:18; Mk. 14:37

Subdue (1150)(damazo) means literally to subdue or tame. "To reduce from an uncontrolled to a controlled
state of persons and animals: a possessed person, uncontrollable debtors...of a part of the body (tongue).”
(BDAG) This verb is widely used in classical Greek for gaining control of animals, people, nature, or anything
requiring effort to master. The -az6 ending in the verb indicates action and causation, hence to “make tame, to
get control over, to subdue.” Figuratively James uses it to describe bring the tongue under control or restraint
(James 3:7,8+). Used in Daniel 2:40+ (Lxx); Mk. 5:4+; Jas. 3:7+; Jas. 3:8+.

Liddell-Scott - |. of animals, to tame, break in, to bring under the yoke: Med. to do so for oneself, Hom.,
Xen. Il. of maidens, to make subject to a husband, II.: Pass. to be forced or seduced, Hom. Ill. to subdue
or conquer, Id.: Pass. to be subject to another, Id. 2. to strike dead, kill, Od. 3. of wine and the like, to
overcome, overpower, Hom.: Pass. to be overcome
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Mark 5:5 Constantly, night and day, he was screaming among the tombs and in the mountains, and gashing himself with
stones.

Wuest - And throughout the night and the day, in the tombs and in the mountains, he was continually
screaming and shrieking, and was constantly lacerating himself all over with stones.

NET Mark 5:5 Each night and every day among the tombs and in the mountains, he would cry out and cut
himself with stones.

GNT Mark 5:5 kK&t O TTOVT § VUKT G K& [ POG V TO G PV PHOOIV K&V TO G PECIV V KP {WV K& KOTOK TTITWV
ouT v A Boig.

NLT Mark 5:5 Day and night he wandered among the burial caves and in the hills, howling and cutting himself
with sharp stones.

KJV Mark 5:5 And always, night and day, he was in the mountains, and in the tombs, crying, and cutting
himself with stones.

ESV Mark 5:5 Night and day among the tombs and on the mountains he was always crying out and cutting
himself with stones.

NIV Mark 5:5 Night and day among the tombs and in the hills he would cry out and cut himself with stones.

ASV Mark 5:5 And always, night and day, in the tombs and in the mountains, he was crying out, and cutting
himself with stones.

CSB Mark 5:5 And always, night and day, he was crying out among the tombs and in the mountains and
cutting himself with stones.

NKJ Mark 5:5 And always, night and day, he was in the mountains and in the tombs, crying out and cutting
himself with stones.

NRS Mark 5:5 Night and day among the tombs and on the mountains he was always howling and bruising
himself with stones.

YLT Mark 5:5 and always, night and day, in the mountains, and in the tombs he was, crying and cutting
himself with stones.

NAB Mark 5:5 Night and day among the tombs and on the hillsides he was always crying out and bruising
himself with stones.

NJB Mark 5:5 All night and all day, among the tombs and in the mountains, he would howl and gash himself
with stones.

GWN Mark 5:5 Night and day he was among the tombs and on the mountainsides screaming and cutting
himself with stones.

BBE Mark 5:5 And all the time, by day and by night, in the place of the dead, and in the mountains, he was
crying out and cutting himself with stones.

= screaming among the tombs: 1Ki 18:28 Job 2:7,8 Joh 8:44
= Mark 5 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

A SOUL SELF-MUTILATING:
SHRIEKING AND SLASHING

Constantly, night and day - These time phrases emphasize this man's incessant misery and suffering. Remember this was a
human being, but he had no power to control what was happening to him night and day! Horrible picture of demon possession, and
a perfect picture of the power of a habitual sin like drug addiction, etc. Drug addicts may not be demon possessed but they function
in effect as if they were because of the controlling power of their drug of choice! | know all too well for my son was addicted to
opioids for 20 years until Jesus set him free, just like He did to this poor demon possessed man!

Hiebert paints a pathetic picture "His restlessness spurred him to action during the night as well as during the day, leaving no long
intervals between his frenzied actions. At times, he would sit moodily in the tombs, but soon he would be excitedly roving around in
the mountains of that area."


https://www.preceptaustin.org/mark-5-resources

Robertson - Night and day his loud scream or screech could be heard like other demoniacs (cf. Mk 1:26-; Mk 3:11+; Mk 9:26+).

He was screaming among the tombs and in the mountains, and gashing himself with stones- Screaming is in the present
tense describing him crying out continually! Hiebert says this verb depicts "an unearthly yell or scream under strong emotional
excitement." Gnashing (katakopto - only here) is also in the present tense indicating he was continually cutting himself, hacking,
cutting up, slashing his body with stones. Think of self-mutilation! What a sad sight this man was!Stones would inflict not just

superficial scratches but deeper wound, very likely leaving his body covered with scars (remember he was also nude)!

Was screaming (2896)(krazo) refers to a loud cry or vociferation, and is a strong word expressing deep
emotion. Krazo is one of those onomatopoeic words, the very pronunciation of which imitates the hoarse
cry of the raven (listen), and can be an inarticulate and brutish sound or an exclamation of fear or pain. Abbott-
Smith says "generally used of inarticulate cries, to scream, cry out (Aesch., etc.)" It is used of the cry of an
animal, the barking of a dog and two men in a quarrel, trying to bawl each other down (so Aristophanes,
Knights, 1017)" 'The prophet in awful earnestness, and as with a scream of anguish, cries over Israel
(Morison)" Krazo was also a technical, rabbinic term to refer to the loud summons of a prophet, needing to be
heard. In Lk 18:39+ the blind beggar cried "to cry clamorously; to scream or shriek.” (You can almost hear hid
shrieking! He is motivated because he is blind and thinks this Man might help him see!)

Tombs (3418)(mnema from mnaomai = to remember) is literally a memorial, a sign of remembrance” for the
dead, and so monument for the dead; more generally grave, tomb, sepulcher. A monument intended to
preserve the memory of some person or thing.

Gilbrant - The Jews commonly used at least two types of tombs. First, there was the common burying
ground used for the poor or stranger. Not every town had its own such burial place, resulting in funeral
processions to carry the dead some distance (Luke 7:12ff.). Second, there were private family tombs in a
cave, usually located in a garden of the rich or moderately well-to-do. Inscriptions were made on stones
placed over the vaults and were thus “a sign of remembrance.” The grave or tomb was marked by a stone
and kept whitened in order to warn the passerby against defilement (Matthew 23:27; see Edersheim, Life
and Times of Jesus the Messiah, 2:316). In Mark 5:3 (and parallel Luke 8:27) the demoniac of the
Gerasenes was living among the tombs. This was considered a sign of madness. Also, uncleanness and
unclean spirits were thought to rule over the dead (Michel, “mnéma,” Kittel, 4:680).

Stones (3037)(lithos English - lithograph; monolith) is a mass of hard consolidated mineral matter (English
definition) which in Scripture refers to literally and figuratively.

Related Resource - Tombs:

= Fausset's Bible Dictionary - Tombs
=« Nave Topical Bible Tomb

= American Tract Society Tomb

= Bridgeway Bible Dictionary Tomb
= Easton's Bible Dictionary Tombs

= Hastings' Dictionary of the NT Tomb
= Smith Bible Dictionary Tomb

Mark 5:6 Seeing Jesus from a distance, he ran up and bowed down before Him;

NET Mark 5:6 When he saw Jesus from a distance, he ran and bowed down before him.
GNT Mark5:6 kax dvTv noov m Pokp Bev OpopeV K& TTPOCEK VNOEV O T

NLT Mark 5:6 When Jesus was still some distance away, the man saw him, ran to meet him, and bowed low
before him.

KJV Mark 5:6 But when he saw Jesus afar off, he ran and worshipped him,
ESV Mark 5:6 And when he saw Jesus from afar, he ran and fell down before him.
NIV Mark 5:6 When he saw Jesus from a distance, he ran and fell on his knees in front of him.

ASV Mark 5:6 And when he saw Jesus from afar, he ran and worshipped him;
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CSB Mark 5:6 When he saw Jesus from a distance, he ran and knelt down before Him.

NKJ Mark 5:6 When he saw Jesus from afar, he ran and worshiped Him.

NRS Mark 5:6 When he saw Jesus from a distance, he ran and bowed down before him;

YLT Mark 5:6 And, having seen Jesus from afar, he ran and bowed before him,

NAB Mark 5:6 Catching sight of Jesus from a distance, he ran up and prostrated himself before him,
NJB Mark 5:6 Catching sight of Jesus from a distance, he ran up and fell at his feet

GWN Mark 5:6 The man saw Jesus at a distance. So he ran to Jesus, bowed down in front of him,

BBE Mark 5:6 And when he saw Jesus from far off, he went quickly to him and gave him worship;

= he ran up and bowed down before Him: Ps 66:3 Ps 72:9 Lu 4:41 Ac 16:17 Jas 2:19
= Mark 5 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

Parallel Passage

Luke 8:28+ Seeing Jesus, he cried out and fell before Him, and said in a loud voice, “What business do we
have with each other, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? | beg You, do not torment me.”

BOWING BEFORE
JESUS

NAS leaves out and (kai) which is present in the Greek and about which Hiebert says "and connects the description of the man’s
past with his conduct on this occasion. The account now picks up the summary met of verse 2 and records the details of the
encounter. That he could see Jesus from afar indicates that it was now daylight, the morning after the storm." (Gospel of Mark: An

Expositional Commentary)

Seeing Jesus from a distance (makrothen), he ran up and bowed down before Him- The creature recognizes the Creator (and
Judge), something sadly most of the Jews failed to recognize. It is interesting that he ran toward Jesus and not away from Him, even
though he clearly knew the power that Jesus wielded over him. Matthew records that the demons "were so extremely (lian) violent
that no one could pass by that way" (Mt 8:28+) and Luke 8:27+ adds that he habitually was naked. Now ponder a moment what
the disciples must have thought to see a shrieking, naked man barreling toward them! The most often speaks of an act of worship in
the NT, so it is conceivable that this demon possessed man was doing that or simply that he did so as an acknowledgement of
Jesus' supreme authority (Lk 8:28+ has the verb prospipto which does not necessarily convey a sense of worship.)Hiebert
comments that "The worship was not willing worship but rather a forced confession of Jesus’ true nature and of demonic impotence
before Him."

Bowed down (4352)(proskuneo from pros = before + kuneo = kiss or adore) means to prostrate oneself in
homage before another and most of the NT uses describe worship, and not mere reverence or courtesy. When
Jesus Christ was born into this world, He was attended and worshipped by angels. (Lu 2:13f).

Wuest adds - “Worship” is proskuned, “to prostrate one’s self, to kiss the hand to (towards) one in token
of reverence, to fall upon the knees and touch the ground with the forehead as an expression of profound
reverence (to make a salam), by kneeling or prostration to do homage to one or make obeisance, either in
order to express respect or make supplication.” It is used of homage shown to men of superior rank, or of
homage shown to God. Here it speaks of homage to God, the act of worship, for the demon recognizes
our Lord as the Son of God. Here we have a being, incorrigible in his nature, destined to be damned for
all eternity, one of the cohorts of Satan, bending the knee to God the Son. This is that of which Paul was
speaking when he referred to the universal adoration of the Lord Jesus, even by beings under the earth
(Phil. 2:10). They are even now bending the knee to the Son of God. In the last analysis, it was not the
demoniac who was prostrating himself before the Lord Jesus. He was under the control of the demon, and
the latter was the source of the homage paid the Son of God.

MATTHEW 8:28-34 (cf. Mark 5:1-20; Luke 8:26-39)—Where were the demoniacs healed?

PROBLEM: The first three Gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke) each give an account of Jesus healing demoniacs. Matthew states
that the place where the healing took place was the country of the Gadarenes. However, Mark and Luke say it was in the country of
the Gerasenes.
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SOLUTION: There is a textual problem here. The critical text of the Greek NT (Nestle-Aland/United Bible Societies) renders Mark
and Luke the same as Matthew, namely, in the country of the “Gadarenes.” However, some manuscripts give the name of the
country as the Gerasenes. It is possible to account for the variant reading in these manuscripts as a scribal error. Gadara may have
been the capital of the region, and Matthew therefore referred to the area as the “country of the Gadarenes” because the people of
that region, whether they lived in Gadara or not, were identified as Gadarenes. Mark and Luke were perhaps giving a more general
reference to the country of the Gerasenes, which was the wider area in which the incident occurred. However, a scribe, confusing
the reference in Matthew as a reference to the town instead of the people of the region, may have attempted to correct the
manuscripts and altered the references to make them uniform. It seems that the best textual evidence is in favor of Gadara, although
there are varying opinions among commentators. There is no contradiction or error here, because the problem developed as a result
of transcription, and there is no evidence to demonstrate that there was a conflict in the original manuscripts.

MATTHEW 8:28-34 (cf. Mark 5:1-20; Luke 8:26-39)—How many demoniacs were healed?

PROBLEM: Matthew reports that two demoniacs came to Jesus, while Mark and Luke say that only one demoniac approached Him.
This appears to be a contradiction.

SOLUTION: There is a very fundamental mathematical law that reconciles this apparent contradiction—wherever there are two,
there is always one. There are no exceptions! There were actually two demoniacs that came to Jesus. Perhaps Mark and Luke
mentioned the one because he was more noticeable or prominent for some reason. However, the fact that Mark and Luke only
mention one does not negate the fact that there were two as Matthew said. For wherever there is two, there is always one. It never
fails. If Mark or Luke had said there was only one, then that would be a contradiction. But, the word “only” is not in the text. The critic
has to change the text to make it contradict, in which case the problem is not with the Bible, but with the critic. (Norman Geisler -
When Critics Ask)

= See also - Why are there two demon-possessed men in the Gerasene tombs in Matthew, but only one in Mark and Luke?

Mark 5:7 and shouting with a loud voice, he said, “What business do we have with each other, Jesus, Son of the Most High
God? | implore You by God, do not torment me!”

NET Mark 5:7 Then he cried out with a loud voice, "Leave me alone, Jesus, Son of the Most High God! |
implore you by God— do not torment me!"

GNT Mark 5:7 kax kp oG @wv pey A Ayel, T po kx 00, noo U To Be0 TO Y OTOU; PK C{w O TV Bev, Y
pe Boooav O Q.
NLT Mark 5:7 With a shriek, he screamed, "Why are you interfering with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High

God? In the name of God, | beg you, don't torture me!"

KJV Mark 5:7 And cried with a loud voice, and said, What have | to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of the most
high God? | adjure thee by God, that thou torment me not.

ESV Mark 5:7 And crying out with a loud voice, he said, "What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the
Most High God? | adjure you by God, do not torment me."

NIV Mark 5:7 He shouted at the top of his voice, "What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High
God? Swear to God that you won't torture me!"

ASV Mark 5:7 and crying out with a loud voice, he saith, What have | to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of the
Most High God? | adjure thee by God, torment me not.

CSB Mark 5:7 And he cried out with a loud voice, "What do You have to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most
High God? I beg You before God, don't torment me!"

NKJ Mark 5:7 And he cried out with a loud voice and said, "What have | to do with You, Jesus, Son of the
Most High God? | implore You by God that You do not torment me."

NRS Mark 5:7 and he shouted at the top of his voice, "What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most
High God? I adjure you by God, do not torment me."

YLT Mark 5:7 and having called with a loud voice, he said, 'What -- to me and to thee, Jesus, Son of God the
Most High? | adjure thee by God, mayest thou not afflict me!'


https://www.gotquestions.org/one-two-demoniacs.html

NAB Mark 5:7 crying out in a loud voice, "What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? |
adjure you by God, do not torment me!"

NJB Mark 5:7 and shouted at the top of his voice, 'What do you want with me, Jesus, son of the Most High
God? In God's name do not torture me!'

GWN Mark 5:7 and shouted, "Why are you bothering me now, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? Swear to
God that you won't torture me."

BBE Mark 5:7 And crying out with a loud voice he said, What have | to do with you, Jesus, Son of the Most
High God? In God's name, do not be cruel to me.

=« What business: Mk 1:24 Ho 14:8 Mt 8:29 Lu 4:34

= Son of the Most High God: Mk 3:11 14:61 Mt 16:16 Joh 20:31 Ac 8:37 16:17

« | implore You by God: 1Ki 22:16 Mt 26:63 Ac 19:13

= do not torment me: Ge 3:15 Mt 8:29 Lu 8:28 Ro 16:20 Heb 2:14 2Pe 2:4 1Jn 3:8 Jude 1:6 Rev 12:12 20:1-3
= Mark 5 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

Parallel Passage:

Matthew 8:29+ And they cried out, saying, “What business do we have with each other, Son of God? Have
You come here to torment us before the time?”

Luke 8:28+ Seeing Jesus, he cried out and fell before Him, and said in a loud voice, “What business do we
have with each other, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? | beg You, do not torment me.”

WHEN DEMONS
PRAY TO JESUS!

And shouting with a loud voice (megas phone - cf "megaphone") - Shouting (shrieking) before he speaks, the shrieking clearly a
manifestation of the man's demon possession. The shrieks may have been intelligible, but then he shifts to intelligible interchange.

Shouting (2896) see note on krazo

He said, “What business do we have with each other- The NET translates it "Leave me alone, Jesus, Son of the Most High
God!" NET Note adds that this is more literally "What to me and to you?" (an idiom). The phrase ti emoi kai soiis Semitic in origin,
though it made its way into colloquial Greek (BDAG). The equivalent Hebrew expression in the OT had two basic meanings: (1)
When one person was unjustly bothering another, the injured party could say "What to me and to you? meaning, "What have | done
to you that you should do this to me?" (Jdg 11:12, 2 Chr 35:21, 1 Ki 17:18). (2) When someone was asked to get involved in a
matter he felt was no business of his own, he could say to the one asking him, "What to me and to you? meaning, "That is your
business, how am | involved?" ( 2 Ki 3:13, Hos 14:8). These nuances were apparently expanded in Greek, but the basic notions of
defensive hostility (option 1) and indifference or disengagement (option 2) are still present. BDAG suggests the following as glosses
for this expression: What have | to do with you? What have we in common? Leave me alone! Never mind! Hostility between Jesus
and the demons is certainly to be understood in this context, hence the translation: "Leave me alone...."

Jesus, Son of the Most High (hupsistos) God? - Notice the demon's accurate theology Jesus, Son of the Most High God,
something even the disciples had yet to fully comprehend, an understanding they would not come to until after His resurrection. The
description of God as the Most High goes back to Genesis 14 (Gen. 14:18; Gen. 14:19; Gen. 14:20; Gen. 14:22).

Other uses of the Most High - Old Testament - Num. 24:16; Deut. 32:8; 2 Sam. 22:14; Ps. 7:17; Ps. 9:2; Ps.
18:13; Ps. 21:7; Ps. 46:4; Ps. 47:2; Ps. 50:14; Ps. 57:2; Ps. 73:11; Ps. 77:10; Ps. 78:17; Ps. 78:35; Ps. 78:56;
Ps. 82:6; Ps. 83:18; Ps. 87:5; Ps. 91:1; Ps. 91:9; Ps. 92:1; Ps. 97:9; Ps. 107:11; Isa. 14:14; Lam. 3:35; Lam.
3:38; Dan. 3:26; Dan. 4:2; Dan. 4:17; Dan. 4:24; Dan. 4:25; Dan. 4:32; Dan. 4:34; Dan. 5:18; Dan. 5:21; Dan.
7:25. New Testament - Mk. 5:7; Lk. 1:32; Lk. 1:35; Lk. 1:76; Lk. 6:35; Lk. 8:28; Acts 7:48; Acts 16:17; Heb. 7:1

Related Resource -

= El Elyon: Most High God - Sovereign Over All

| implore You by God, do not torment me!”- What irony -- the tormentor asking (actually adjuring!) not to be tormented! He is
seeking to annul God's basic law of reaping what you sow! As discussed in the word study below the verb implore can also be
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translated adjure which in English means "to charge or command earnestly, often under the threat of a penalty." AsHiebert
explains "Mark alone put this formula of exorcism into the mouth of the demoniac here. The demon apparently resorted to this
adjuration in an effort to influence Jesus. While capitulating to His divine authority, the demon sought to soften the fate awaiting him
at the word of Jesus." (Ibid) Luke 8:28+ says the demon begged (deomai in the present tense) Jesus. The demons knew the Bible
and prophecy and knew their future fate, for in Lk 8:31+ "they were imploring Him not to command them to go away into the abyss."

In Mt 8:29+ we read the demon's insightful question "Have You come here to torment us before the time?' In contrast to many
men and women today, the demons believed in future judgment! They know that their ultimate fate will be eternal torment. It is sad
that the demons are more sensitive to the finite amount of time they have to do their damage and as a result diligently seek to
"redeem the time" (in a negative sense), while most believers have little appreciation of the preciousness of each day and the
opportunities that are letting slip away (see Redeem the Time).

Implore (present tense)(3726)(horkizo from horkos = oath) means to put under an oath, to insist that one
take an oath. BDAG - to give a command to someone under oath. In Mk. 5:7 the demoniac adjures Jesus by
God in an effort to rob him of His power, but to no avail, since Jesus is the Son of God. The irony is that when
demons were adjured, they refused to obey, Luke recording "some of the Jewish exorcists, who went from
place to place, attempted to name over those who had the evil spirits the name of the Lord Jesus, saying, “I
adjure you by Jesus whom Paul preaches....And the evil spirit answered and said to them, “I recognize Jesus,
and | know about Paul, but who are you?” And the man, in whom was the evil spirit, leaped on them and
subdued all of them and overpowered them, so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded. (Acts
19:13, 15-16+)

Torment (928)(basanizo from basanos - English basanite indicates basically, a touchstone to test gold and
other metals. Basanite was used in this way - If you use one thing as a touchstone of another, you use it as a
test by which you judge the second thing = a 'Lydian stone' used for testing gold because pure gold rubbed on
it left a peculiar mark]; [b] Basanos described the instrument of torture by which slaves were tortured; i.e.,
were forced to reveal the truth by torturing them [see metaphor]; and [c] forment or acute pain) means literally
to rub on the touchstone (basanos) or to test by means of the touchstone and then to test or make proof of
anything. The word means first “to test metals,” then “totest one by torture.” Figuratively, the
verb basanizo refers to any severe distress, and so means to afflict, to harass, to vex, to
torment. Basanizo then can mean to subject one to severe torment or distress, as with diseases (Mt 8:6+),
with birth pangs (Re 12:2+), by the threat of Jesus' punishment of unclean spirits of the Gadarene demoniac
(Mt 8:29+, Mk 5:7+, Lk 8:28+), by prophetic warnings (Rev 11:10+), of the torment associated with God's
righteous judgment (Rev 14:10+). John describes the fate of the HEAD DEMON, SATAN, writing that "the devil
who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are
also; and they will be tormented (basanizo) day and night forever and ever." (Rev 20:10+)

Mark 5:8 For He had been saying to him, “Come out of the man, you unclean spirit!”

NET Mark 5:8 (For Jesus had said to him, "Come out of that man, you unclean spirit!")
GNT Mark 5:8 Aeyevyp T, ENOe T mve paxT K BopTov KTO VvOp TTOU.

NLT Mark 5:8 For Jesus had already said to the spirit, "Come out of the man, you evil spirit."
KJV Mark 5:8 For he said unto him, Come out of the man, thou unclean spirit.

ESV Mark 5:8 For he was saying to him, "Come out of the man, you unclean spirit!"
NIV Mark 5:8 For Jesus had said to him, "Come out of this man, you evil spirit!"

ASV Mark 5:8 For he said unto him, Come forth, thou unclean spirit, out of the man.
CSB Mark 5:8 For He had told him, "Come out of the man, you unclean spirit!"

NKJ Mark 5:8 For He said to him, "Come out of the man, unclean spirit!"

NRS Mark 5:8 For he had said to him, "Come out of the man, you unclean spirit!"

YLT Mark 5:8 (for he said to him, '‘Come forth, spirit unclean, out of the man,’)

NAB Mark 5:8 (He had been saying to him, "Unclean spirit, come out of the man!")

NJB Mark 5:8 For Jesus had been saying to him, '‘Come out of the man, unclean spirit."
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GWN Mark 5:8 He shouted this because Jesus said, "You evil spirit, come out of the man.’

BBE Mark 5:8 For Jesus had said to him, Come out of the man, you unclean spirit.

= Mk 1:25 9:25,26 Ac 16:18
=« Mark 5 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

JESUS' COMMANDS
DEMON TO COME OUT

For He had been saying to him - Jesus addressing the demon.Saying is in the imperfect tense which "may mean that Jesus was
repeatedly ordering the demon out of the man, but more probably the open-ended imperfect was used to intimate that something
was to follow. Having been ordered to leave, the demon delayed to parley for more favorable treatment." (Hiebert)

Come out of the man, you unclean spirit- Notice Jesus invoked no "exorcism formula" but simply declaredCome out, a
command from Christ in the aorist imperative calling for the demon(s) to leave the possessed man immediately!

Unclean (169) see note on akathartos
Related Resource:
= Can a Christian today perform an exorcism? What does the Bible say about casting out demons?

= Can demons attach themselves to non-living/inanimate objects?
= What does the Bible say about demonic oppression?

J C Ryle - Let us mark/// the absolute power which the Lord Jesus Christ possesses over Satan. We are told that he “commanded
the unclean spirit to come out of the man,” whose miserable condition we have just head described. At once the unhappy sufferer
was healed. The “many devils” by whom he had been possessed were compelled to leave him. Nor is this all. Cast forth from their
abode in the man’s heart, we see these malignant spirits beseeching our Lord that He would “not torment” them, or “command them
to go out into the deep,” and so confessing His supremacy over them. Mighty as they were, they plainly felt themselves in the
presence of One mightier than themselves. Full of malice as they were, they could not even hurt the “swine” of the Gadarenes until
our Lord granted them permission.

Our Lord Jesus Christ’s dominion over the devil should be a cheering thought to all true Christians. Without it, indeed, we might well
despair of salvation. To feel that we have ever near us an invisible spiritual enemy, laboring night and day to compass our
destruction, would be enough to crush out every hope, if we did not know a Friend and Protector. Blessed be God! The Gospel
reveals such an One. The Lord Jesus is stronger than that “strong man armed,” who is ever warring against our souls. The Lord
Jesus is able to deliver us from the devil. He proved his power over him frequently when upon earth. He triumphed over him
gloriously on the cross. He will never let him pluck any of His sheep out of His hand. He will one day bruise him under our feet, and
bind him in the prison of hell. (Rom. 16:20; Rev. 20:1, 2.) Happy are they who hear Christ’s voice and follow Him! Satan may vex
them, but he cannot really hurt them! He may bruise their heel, but he cannot destroy their souls. They shall be “more than
conquerors” through Him who loved them. (Rom. 8:37.)

Mark 5:9 And He was asking him, “What is your name?” And he said to Him, “My name is Legion; for we are many.”

NET Mark 5:9 Jesus asked him, "What is your name?" And he said, "My name is Legion, for we are many."
GNT Mark 5:9 kot mnpToeaxTv, T vop ool; Ko Ayel T, /Aeylv vou oI, TI TTOMO Opev.

NLT Mark 5:9 Then Jesus demanded, "What is your name?" And he replied, "My name is Legion, because
there are many of us inside this man."

KJV Mark 5:9 And he asked him, What is thy name? And he answered, saying, My name is Legion: for we are
many.

ESV Mark 5:9 And Jesus asked him, "What is your name?" He replied, "My name is Legion, for we are many."

NIV Mark 5:9 Then Jesus asked him, "What is your name?" "My name is Legion," he replied, "for we are
many."
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ASV Mark 5:9 And he asked him, What is thy name? And he saith unto him, My name is Legion; for we are
many.

CSB Mark 5:9 "What is your name?" He asked him. "My name is Legion," he answered Him, "because we are
many."

NKJ Mark 5:9 Then He asked him, "What is your name?" And he answered, saying, "My name is Legion; for
we are many."

NRS Mark 5:9 Then Jesus asked him, "What is your name?" He replied, "My name is Legion; for we are
many."

YLT Mark 5:9 and he was questioning him, 'What is thy name?' and he answered, saying, 'Legion is my name,
because we are many;'

NAB Mark 5:9 He asked him, "What is your name?" He replied, "Legion is my name. There are many of us."

NJB Mark 5:9 Then he asked, 'What is your name?' He answered, 'My name is Legion, for there are many of
us.

GWN Mark 5:9 Jesus asked him, "What is your name?" He told Jesus, "My name is Legion Six Thousand,
because there are many of us."

BBE Mark 5:9 And Jesus said, What is your name? And he made answer, My name is Legion, because there
are a great number of us.

= What is your name: Lu 8:30 Lk 11:21-26
« Legion: Mt 12:45 26:53
= Mark 5 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

Parallel Passages:

Luke 8:30+ And Jesus asked him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Legion”; for many demons had entered
him.

SOME DEMONS
HAVE NAMES

And He was asking him, “What is your name?”- Asked is in the imperfect tense which may reflect Christ's repeatedly asking,
suggesting the demon was hesitating to disclose his identity (as if Christ did not already know!) It is interesting that in Jesus' day, the
popular opinion was that one had to know the name of a demon in order to undertake exorcism successfully. Clearly that was not the
case with Jesus Who had the power to expel the demon independent of the revelation of the demon's identity.

Asking (1905)(eperotao from epi = an intens. + erotao = to ask, inquire of, beg of) in the NT means "to
interrogate, inquire" (Zodhiates).

Name (3686)(onoma) means that by which something or someone is called or known. Thus a name
constitutes the distinctive designation of a person or thing. We use a hame as little more than a distinguishing
mark or label to differentiate one person from another. But in the ancient world the name signified not only the
person's identity but the inherent character of the person designated by the name. Stated another way, in
ancient times, one's whole character (title, reputation, person) was implied in the name.

And he said to Him, “My name is Legion; for we are many”- My name is Legion seems to be the name of the "head" demon,
with the implication being that he had other unclean spirits under his leadership. Notice that as is often the case in Scripture a name
is followed by a description that relates to the meaning of the name (Legion...many). For example, in Ex 2:10 Pharaoh's daughter
"named him Moses ("something drawn out"), and said, “Because | drew him out of the water.” Similarly, in Mt 1:21+ we read "you
shall call His name Jesus ("Jehovah is Salvation"), for He will save His people from their sins." As noted below a Roman legion was
about 6000 and Mk 5:13 mentions 2000 swine as the demonic "hosts." So either way, clearly there were many demons in this
many! Hiebert commenting on Legion says that "As the representative of the foreign power that dominated them, the term had
impressed itself upon the Jewish mind as signifying vast numbers, complex organization, invincible strength, and relentless
oppression. The man was possessed by a veritable army of militant spirits." (Ibid) The use of the name Legion a common Roman
military term congers up the idea of a military battle, and indeed there were two opposing forces represented, the Kingdom (and
King) of light (and God) and the Kingdom of darkness (and Satan).
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Related Passages:

Mt 12:45+ Then it goes and takes along with it seven other spirits more wicked than itself, and they go in and
live there; and the last state of that man becomes worse than the first. That is the way it will also be with this
evil generation.”

Lk 11:26+ “Then it goes and takes along seven other spirits more evil than itself, and they go in and live there;
and the last state of that man becomes worse than the first.”

Remember that the battle we face today as Christians is not a power struggle with the demons but a truth struggle, for Satan is the
father of lies (Jn 8:44) and if the demons can shoot lying fiery missiles into our minds (cf Eph 6:16+), they can potentially deceive
and delude us. This is just another reason to let the Word of Christ (daily) dwell in you richly (Col 3:16+, Lk 4:4+), so that the Spirit
might use the Word of Truth to renew our mind, transform us from glory to glory and set us apart (Eph 4:23+, 2 Cor 3:18+, Jn
17:17).

Legion (3003)(legion is related to a Latin loanword legio) is literally a Roman military unit of about 6,000 foot
soldiers and 120 on horse, plus auxiliaries. Figuratively in the NT, as powerful supernatural forces, whether
angels (Mt 26.53) or demons. " The underlying idea is that of extremely powerful demonic or angelic forces.
But Jesus, as the Son of God, can drive out the demonic legion and has the angelic legions at his command."
(TDNT) Vine - otherwise spelled legeon, "a legion," occurs in Matthew 26:53 , of angels; in Mark 5:9,15 ,
and Luke 8:30 , of demons. Among the Romans a "legion" was primarily a chosen (lego, "to choose") body of
soldiers divided into ten cohorts, and numbering from 4,200 to 6,000 men (Gk. speira). In the time of our Lord
it formed a complete army of infantry and cavalry, of upwards of 5,000 men. The "legions" were not brought
into Judea till the outbreak of the Jewish war (A.D. 66), as they were previously employed in the frontier
provinces of the Empire. Accordingly in its NT use the word has its other and more general significance "of a
large number." Legion - 4x in 4v - Matt. 26:53; Mk. 5:9; Mk. 5:15; Lk. 8:30. No uses in the Septuagint.

Related Resources on Legion:

= American Tract Society Legion

« Easton's Bible Dictionary Legion

= Fausset Bible Dictionary Legion

« Holman Bible Dictionary Legion

= Hastings' Dictionary of the Bible Legion
= Hastings' Dictionary of the NT Legion

= Kitto - Legion

=« Wikipedia Roman Legion

Question: "What does it mean that the name of the demon was Legion?

Answer: In Mark 5, Jesus visits the region of the Gerasenes and is immediately confronted by a demon-possessed man who lived
among the tombs, cut himself with stones, and could not be kept in captivity (Mark 5:1-5). When Jesus asked the demon what its
name was, the demon replied, “My name is Legion . . . for we are many” (verse 9).

In common usage, alegion was the largest unit in the Roman army. At that time, alegion averaged about 5,000 fighting men,
though it could have thousands more or fewer. So the term legion refers to any large number of beings; a multitude. When the
demon in Mark 5 said that its name was Legion, it meant that the demoniac of the Gerasenes was possessed by a large number of
unclean spirits.

Scripture does not say exactly how many demons comprised the Legion within the man. However, when Jesus cast them out, they
entered a herd of pigs feeding nearby. Legion caused the pigs to rush down a hillside and into the sea, where they were all drowned
(Mark 5:13). The number of pigs killed was “about two thousand.” That detail suggests that Legion was composed of about two
thousand demons. The large number of demons may account for the afflicted man’s untamable nature and great strength—strength
that was no match for God, of course.

There is one other mention of a ‘legion” in the context of spirit beings, this time of good angels. When Jesus was being arrested,
Peter pulled out a sword and wounded a nearby member of the mob. Jesus healed the wound (Matthew 26:51) and told Peter to put
away his sword. The Lord reminded Peter that, if He needed help, He could have God send “more than twelve legions of angels”
(verse 53). That might total 60,000 angels, but the exact number wasn’t the point Jesus was making. Rather, it was to remind the
terrified disciples that God is always in control of all circumstances, even during the horrible injustice of the murder of his own Son.
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It is interesting that the Bible refers to both holy angels and demons as forminglegions. Legion is a military term, one that fits the
Bible’s descriptions of spiritual warfare in several places (Daniel 10:13; Ephesians 6:12; Revelation 12:7). (See What was a Roman

legion?)

How can we stand against such numerous and powerful foes? God completely equips believers for battle against satanic forces:
“Put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground” (Ephesians 6:13). As
Christians, we are “more than conquerors” through Christ (Romans 8:37). Jesus is our Commander. He is the One who dispatched
the demons named Legion with just a word. He it is who will some day throw Legion and all the other demons “into the eternal fire
prepared for the devil and his angels” (Matthew 25:41; cf. Revelation 20:10). (Gotquestions)

Mark 5:10 And he began to implore Him earnestly not to send them out of the country.

NET Mark 5:10 He begged Jesus repeatedly not to send them out of the region.
GNT Mark 5:10 kot TTopek Ael kT v TTOM vy oo T TooTe A &w T Q X POG.
NLT Mark 5:10 Then the evil spirits begged him again and again not to send them to some distant place.
KJV Mark 5:10 And he besought him much that he would not send them away out of the country.
ESV Mark 5:10 And he begged him earnestly not to send them out of the country.
NIV Mark 5:10 And he begged Jesus again and again not to send them out of the area.
ASV Mark 5:10 And he besought him much that he would not send them away out of the country.
CSB Mark 5:10 And he kept begging Him not to send them out of the region.
NKJ Mark 5:10 Also he begged Him earnestly that He would not send them out of the country.
NRS Mark 5:10 He begged him earnestly not to send them out of the country.
YLT Mark 5:10 and he was calling on him much, that he may not send them out of the region.
NAB Mark 5:10 And he pleaded earnestly with him not to drive them away from that territory.
NJB Mark 5:10 And he begged him earnestly not to send them out of the district.
GWN Mark 5:10 He begged Jesus not to send them out of the territory.
BBE Mark 5:10 And he made strong prayers to him not to send them away out of the country.

« Mk 5:13 3:22

= Mark 5 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

Parallel Passages:

Matthew 8:31+ The demons began to entreat Him, saying, “If You are going to cast us out, send us into the
herd of swine.”

Luke 8:32+ They were imploring Him not to command them to go away into the abyss.

A PRAYING
DEMON

And he beganto implore Him earnestly not to send them out of the country(chora) - Imploreis in the imperfect tense
indicating the demon was repeatedly begging Him. He kept on pleading with Jesus. Earnestly (polus - much) serves to emphasize
the intensity of the demon's request. One has to wonder what the disciples were thinking as they listened to this dialogue between
good and evill NLT says he "begged Him again and again." Notice he is singular (supporting thought that "Legion" was the speaker
for the demons) and them is plural indicating there were other demons.

Some think that Mark's phrase out of the country is the parallel of Luke's phrase into the abyss (Lk 8:31+), but that seems less
likely than that the demons simply wanted to be dispatched to the country of the Gerasenes (Mk 5:1), the area of Decapolis. They
had experienced "success" in this area!
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Implore (3870) see note on parakaleo

Send (649)(apostello from apo = from, away from + stello = to withdraw from, avoid) means to send off, to
send forth, to send out. This is the same verb referring to sending out the disciples (Mk 3:14+, Mt 10:5).

Mark 5:11 Now there was a large herd of swine feeding nearby on the mountain.

NET Mark 5:11 There on the hillside, a great herd of pigs was feeding.

GNT Mark 5:11 v® ke mp QT pel y An X0 pwv pey An Bookop vn-

NLT Mark 5:11 There happened to be a large herd of pigs feeding on the hillside nearby.
KJV Mark 5:11 Now there was there nigh unto the mountains a great herd of swine feeding.
ESV Mark 5:11 Now a great herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside,

NIV Mark 5:11 A large herd of pigs was feeding on the nearby hillside.

ASV Mark 5:11 Now there was there on the mountain side a great herd of swine feeding.
CSB Mark 5:11 Now a large herd of pigs was there, feeding on the hillside.

NKJ Mark 5:11 Now a large herd of swine was feeding there near the mountains.

NRS Mark 5:11 Now there on the hillside a great herd of swine was feeding;

YLT Mark 5:11 And there was there, near the mountains, a great herd of swine feeding,
NAB Mark 5:11 Now a large herd of swine was feeding there on the hillside.

NJB Mark 5:11 Now on the mountainside there was a great herd of pigs feeding,

GWN Mark 5:11 A large herd of pigs was feeding on a mountainside nearby.

BBE Mark 5:11 Now on the mountain side there was a great herd of pigs getting their food.

= herd: Lev 11:7,8 De 14:8 Isa 65:4 66:3 Mt 8:30 Lu 8:32
= Mark 5 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

Parallel Passages:
Matthew 8:30+ Now there was a herd of many swine feeding at a distance from them.

Luke 8:32+ Now there was a herd of many swine feeding there on the mountain; and the demons implored
Him to permit them to enter the swine. And He gave them permission.

PREPARATION FOR
"DEVILED HAM"

Deviled ham is a favorite dish of many people, and in Mark 5 the porkies were the dish preferred by the devils over their alternative
destination which would be their future abode.

Now there was a large herd of swine feeding nearby on the mountain- Mark says nearby and Matthew says at a distance
(Mt 8:30+). Either way, the large herd was close enough to be visible to Jesus. Since swine were unclean, there would not have
been a herd on the eastern side (Jewish territory). The gospel writers do not divulge the identity of the owners of this heard, which
could have been Gentiles, but could have been Jews who lived on the eastern side who raised the swine to sell to the Gentiles in
the cities of Decapolis (deca = 10 + polis = city).

Swine (5519)(choiros) refers to a pig, a hog, a poker, a young swine. Swine were detestable creatures being
classified with the dog (cf. Lk 8:32ff.; Lk 15:15). They were considered unclean according to the laws of
purification - Lev 11:7-8+, Dt 14:8. The ancient Canaanites sacrificed and ate swine before their so-called
"gods." Despite their being a popular sacrificial animal among the Greeks at special events, the Old
Testament paints them as destructive, undesirable creatures (Ps 80:13; Pr 11:22). Most of the NT uses are in
the story of Jesus casting out the demons and sending them into the swine (Mt 8:30, 31, 32, Mk
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5:11, 12, 13, 16, Lk 8:32, 33+) To protect themselves from defilement for worship on the Sabbath day, Jews
would not even touch pigs.

In an act of brazen disrespect to the Jews, the despicable ruler Antiochus Epiphanes raided the Jewish
Temple in Jerusalem, stealing its treasures, setting up an altar to Zeus, and sacrificing swine on the
altar. When the Jews expressed their outrage over the profaning of the temple, Antiochus responded by
slaughtering a great number of the Jews and selling others into slavery. He issued even more draconian
decrees: performing the rite of circumcision was punishable by death, and Jews everywhere were ordered
to sacrifice to pagan gods and eat pig flesh.

Feeding (1006)(bosko) is used only in the Gospels and most often describe literal feeding of animals (especially the feeding of
the swine) and twice is used figuratively where people are compared to lambs and sheep (Jn 21:15, 17).

Related Resources:

= Torrey Topical Textbook Swine
= Easton's Bible Dictionary Swine

= Holman Bible Dictionary Swine

= Hastings' Dictionary of the Bible Swine

= Hastings' Dictionary of the NT Swine

= Smith Bible Dictionary Swine

= International Standard Bible Encyclopedia Swine

= Kitto Biblical Cyclopedia Swine

=« McClintock and Strong's Bible Encyclopedia Swine
« The Jewish Encyclopedia Swine

Mark 5:12 The demons implored Him, saying, “Send us into the swine so that we may enter them.”

NET Mark 5:12 And the demonic spirits begged him, "Send us into the pigs. Let us enter them."

GNT Mark 5:12 kax Trapek Aecov oo T v A yovTteg, 1 pyov U g€ QTO G X0 POUG, VX E QO TO G € 0 ABwpev.

NLT Mark 5:12 "Send us into those pigs," the spirits begged. "Let us enter them."

KJV Mark 5:12 And all the devils besought him, saying, Send us into the swine, that we may enter into them.
ESV Mark 5:12 and they begged him, saying, "Send us to the pigs; let us enter them."

NIV Mark 5:12 The demons begged Jesus, "Send us among the pigs; allow us to go into them."

ASV Mark 5:12 And they besought him, saying, Send us into the swine, that we may enter into them.

CSB Mark 5:12 The demons begged Him, "Send us to the pigs, so we may enter them."

NKJ Mark 5:12 So all the demons begged Him, saying, "Send us to the swine, that we may enter them."
NRS Mark 5:12 and the unclean spirits begged him, "Send us into the swine; let us enter them."

YLT Mark 5:12 and all the demons did call upon him, saying, 'Send us to the swine, that into them we may
enter;'

NAB Mark 5:12 And they pleaded with him, "Send us into the swine. Let us enter them."
NJB Mark 5:12 and the unclean spirits begged him, 'Send us to the pigs, let us go into them.’
GWN Mark 5:12 The demons begged him, "Send us into the pigs! Let us enter them!"
BBE Mark 5:12 And they said to him, Send us into the pigs, so that we may go into them.
= Job 1:10-12 2:5 Lu 22:31,32 2Co 2:11 1Pe 5:8
= Mark 5 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries
Parallel Passages:

Matthew 8:31+ The demons began to entreat Him, saying, “If You are going to cast us out, send us into the
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herd of swine.”

Luke 8:32+ Now there was a herd of many swine feeding there on the mountain; and the demons implored
Him to permit them to enter the swine. And He gave them permission.

UNCLEAN SPIRITS
SEEK "SWINE DIVE"

They sought a "swine dive" to commit "suey-cide." (Bad joke! Sorry!)

The demons implored Him, saying, “Send us into the swine so that we may enter them.” - Notice from now on in this story the
demons are described in the plural (us...we). Send is in the aorist imperative a command, but these unclean creatures could hardly
in truth command the Creator, so the sense is that this was an urgent, even frantic request by the demons calling for a specific act.
This is the first of three strange "prayers" (so to speak) in this section, the second recorded only by Mark where the man delivered of
demons "was imploring Him that He might accompany Him" (asking to be a disciple!) and the third being the horrible prayer of
the whole city in Mt 8:34+ where they implored Jesus to leave. He answered the first and third "prayers" affirmatively and the
second He denied, telling the man to return to Decapolis and "report to them what great things the Lord (JESUS) has done for you
and how He (Jesus) had mercy on you." Notice that Jesus was in essence telling this man to tell them He was the Lord! How often |
hear the lame excuse from skeptics that Jesus never claimed to be God! Clearly they have never really read the Scriptures!

Spurgeon - So, you see, dear friends, that devils can pray: “They besought him that he would not command them to go out into the
deep;” that is, to their place of torment in hell. They would sooner go to the bottom of the sea than go to their own dreadful home;
and, if we are half as wise as devils are, we shall dread beyond all things to be driven there. May God grant that no soul among us
may ever lift up his eyes in torment, and find himself in that awful deep!

Warren Wiersbe - Demons have faith (James 2:19), but it is not saving faith. They believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God with
authority to command them. They believe in a future judgment (Matt. 8:29) and in the existence of a place of torment to which Jesus
could send them ("the abyss," Luke 8:31). They also believe in prayer, for the demons begged Jesus not to send them to the abyss.
They asked to be sent into the pigs, and Jesus granted their request. (BEC)

Implored (3870)(parakaleo from para = side of, alongside, beside + kaleo = call) means literally to call one
alongside, to call someone to oneself, to call for, to summon. Parakaleo can include the idea of giving help or
aid but the primary sense is to urge someone to take some action. All uses in Mark - Note 5 times in Mark 5 -
Mk. 1:40; Mk. 5:10; Mk. 5:12; Mk. 5:17; Mk. 5:18; Mk. 5:23; Mk. 6:56; Mk. 7:32; Mk. 8:22. See note on the
repeated use of the verb parakaleo in strikingly different contexts (and contrasts).

Swine (5519) see note on choiros

Mark 5:13 Jesus gave them permission. And coming out, the unclean spirits entered the swine; and the herd rushed down
the steep bank into the sea, about two thousand of them; and they were drowned in the sea.

Wouest - And having gone out, the unclean spirits entered into the swine, and the herd rushed impetuously
down the steep place into the sea, about two thousand, and were drowned, one after another, in the sea.

NET Mark 5:13 Jesus gave them permission. So the unclean spirits came out and went into the pigs. Then the
herd rushed down the steep slope into the lake, and about two thousand were drowned in the lake.

GNT Mark 5:13 kax 11 Tpewev orT0 Q. KOt EEAB vIax T TIve ot T K BopTax € 0 ABov € § TO § X0 pOUG, KO
ppnoev Y An KoT To Kpnpvo € G TV 0 Aaooav, ¢ 010X Aiol, kax TV yovTo v T Bo\ 00 .

NLT Mark 5:13 So Jesus gave them permission. The evil spirits came out of the man and entered the pigs,
and the entire herd of 2,000 pigs plunged down the steep hillside into the lake and drowned in the water.

KJV Mark 5:13 And forthwith Jesus gave them leave. And the unclean spirits went out, and entered into the
swine: and the herd ran violently down a steep place into the sea, (they were about two thousand;) and were
choked in the sea.

ESV Mark 5:13 So he gave them permission. And the unclean spirits came out and entered the pigs; and the
herd, numbering about two thousand, rushed down the steep bank into the sea and drowned in the sea.

NIV Mark 5:13 He gave them permission, and the evil spirits came out and went into the pigs. The herd, about
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two thousand in number, rushed down the steep bank into the lake and were drowned.

ASV Mark 5:13 And he gave them leave. And the unclean spirits came out, and entered into the swine: and
the herd rushed down the steep into the sea, in number about two thousand; and they were drowned in the
sea.

CSB Mark 5:13 And He gave them permission. Then the unclean spirits came out and entered the pigs, and
the herd of about 2,000 rushed down the steep bank into the sea and drowned there.

NKJ Mark 5:13 And at once Jesus gave them permission. Then the unclean spirits went out and entered the
swine (there were about two thousand); and the herd ran violently down the steep place into the sea, and
drowned in the sea.

NRS Mark 5:13 So he gave them permission. And the unclean spirits came out and entered the swine; and
the herd, numbering about two thousand, rushed down the steep bank into the sea, and were drowned in the
sea.

YLT Mark 5:13 and immediately Jesus gave them leave, and having come forth, the unclean spirits did enter
into the swine, and the herd did rush down the steep place to the sea -- and they were about two thousand --
and they were choked in the sea.

NAB Mark 5:13 And he let them, and the unclean spirits came out and entered the swine. The herd of about
two thousand rushed down a steep bank into the sea, where they were drowned.

NJB Mark 5:13 So he gave them leave. With that, the unclean spirits came out and went into the pigs, and the
herd of about two thousand pigs charged down the cliff into the lake, and there they were drowned.

GWN Mark 5:13 Jesus let them do this. The evil spirits came out of the man and went into the pigs. The herd
of about two thousand pigs rushed down the cliff into the sea and drowned.

BBE Mark 5:13 And he let them do it. And the unclean spirits came out and went into the pigs; and the herd
went rushing down a sharp slope into the sea, about two thousand of them; and they came to their death in
the sea.

= Jesus gave them permission: 1Ki 22:22 Job 1:12 2:6 Mt 8:32 1Pe 3:22 Rev 13:5-7 20:7
= and the herd rushed down the steep bank Joh 8:44 Rev 9:11
= Mark 5 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

Parallel Passages:

Matthew 8:32+ And He said to them, ‘Go!” (present imperative) And they came out and went into the swine,
and the whole herd rushed down the steep bank into the sea and perished in the waters.

Luke 8:32-33+ Now there was a herd of many swine feeding there on the mountain; and the demons implored
Him to permit them to enter the swine. And He gave them permission. 33 And the demons came out of the
man and entered the swine; and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and was drowned.

Matthew 28:18 And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven
and on earth.

THE AUTHORITY OF JESUS
OVER THE UNCLEAN SPIRITS

Jesus gave them permission and coming out, the unclean spirits entered the swine;- Mt 8:32+ alone tells us Jesus gave a
specific command to “Go!” And they came out and went into the swine."

Gave permission (2010)(epitrepo from epi = upon + trepo = to turn) means to turn to, entrust, hence to
permit. In Mark 5:13, John 19:38, and Acts 21:39 it carries the sense of release from restraint in order to have
freedom of choice. For example, in Mark 5:13 Legion gained freedom from being sent away, and instead was
permitted to enter a herd of swine (see Mark 5:8-13).

Unclean (169) see note on akathartos

And the herd rushed down the steep bank into the sea, about two thousand of them; and they were drowned in the sea
Only Mark tells us there were 2000 swine. Note that while one could not see the unclean spirits leave the possessed man, the
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effects of the demonic departure were clearly visible. Mark and Luke (Lk 8:33+) say the swine drowned and Matthew adds that they
perished (apothnesko = died). Hiebert notes that drowned paints a gruesome picture for they “Were choked in the sea” where the
imperfect tense describes the sinking of the pigs as one after the other they plunged into the water and were suffocated." Wuest
adds "The verb is imperfect, describing the disappearance of pig after pig into the sea."

David Guzik writes that "Some protest that this was unfair to the owner of the pigs. “ ‘But the owners of the swine lost their property.
Yes, and learn from this how small value temporal riches are in the estimation of God. He suffers them to be lost, sometimes to
disengage us from them through mercy; sometimes out of justice, to punish us for having acquired or preserved them either by
covetousness or injustice.” (Clarke) Spurgeon had several wise comments on the way the demons affected the swine: “Swine
prefer death to devilry; and if men were not worse than swine, they would be of the same opinion.” “They run hard whom the devil

”

drives.” “The devil drives his hogs to a bad market.” (Enduring Word Commentary)

Alan Carr - This one man could tolerate a “legion” of demons, v. 9. A Roman legion consisted of around 6,000 soldiers! If you do the
math, there were 2,000 swine in that herd. That comes out to three demons per pig. They couldn’t tolerate the presence of the devil
and they committed “suey-cide”. Those pigs couldn’t stand just a few demons, yet this man was able to live with thousands. This
just illustrates the human capacity for evil!

Lowell Johnson - Jesus cast the demons into the pigs and creates the firstdevil's ham. The pigs go hog wild and take a swine
dive into the lake and commit soo-ey-cide. And you'll be glad to know that that is all the pig jokes | have. (The Day the Demons
Performed a Swine Dive)

J C Ryle on the herd rushed down...and drowned - The extraordinary malice, hatred of God’s creation, and love of mischief,
which are attributes of Satan, appear strikingly in this fact. Satan must be doing harm. If he cannot harm man he will harm swine.
Well would it be for the world, if Christians were as unwearied and zealous in doing good, as devils are in doing evil.

Wikipedia notes an inaccurate interpretation of this story writing "The story was interpreted by SaintsAugustine of
Hippo and Thomas Aquinas to mean that Christians have no duties to animals."

Rushed (3729)(hormao from horme = violent impulse from ornumi = to excite, arouse) means to set out, to
rush headlong, violently, impetuously. It describes a "swift and violent forward motion uncontrolled by reason.”
(Friberg) It is so fitting that while here hormao describes a herd of Sanhedrin controlled by their rage rushing
at Stephen in Acts 7:57+, all three synoptic accounts Mk 5:13+, Mt 8:32+ and Lk 8:33+ us hormao
to describe the herd of swine controlled by evil spirits rushing to their death! There is not much difference
between these two pictures, because the "religious" mob was also controlled by evil spirits and had destruction
on their mind!

Drowned (4155)(pnigo) is used only 3x in the NT and means to choke or strangle (Mt 13:7, Mt 18:28) and
here to drown. In classic Greek pnigo meant “stifle,” as from exposure to great heat, and “drown. Used twice in
the Septuagint - 1 Sa 16:14; 1 Sa 16:15 describes metaphorically the torment of Saul after the evil spirit came
to him.

And though this world, with devils filled,
Should threaten to undo us,

We will not fear for God hath willed

His truth to triumph through us.

The Prince of Darkness grim,
We tremble not for him,

His rage we can endure,

For lo! His word is sure;

One little word shall fell him.

Question: Why did Jesus allow the demons to enter the herd of pigs?

Answer: The story of Jesus casting the legion of demons into a herd of pigs is found in Matthew 8:28-34; Mark 5:1-20; and Luke
8:26—39. Only Matthew mentions the more prominent of the two demoniacs involved. Demoniacs were persons whose minds came
under the control of an evil spirit or spirits. That such phenomena were especially prominent during the days of Christ’s earthly
ministry is consistent with Satan’s efforts to counteract God’s program. It also allows us to witness the spiritual warfare in which our
Savior was constantly engaged. Demons knew exactly who Jesus was—"Son of God"—and were aware of their ultimate doom
(Matthew 8:28-29).
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As Jesus was traveling in the hilly region east of the Jordan River, the path of this man who was controlled by demons and lived
among the tombs crossed that of Jesus. Because of the physical strength the demons gave the man, he was able to break and
throw off the chains with which people tried to bind him. When the demons begged Jesus to let them go into a herd of pigs, He gave
them permission. They entered the pigs, rushed down the steep bank into the lake, and were drowned. Jesus thereby made known
His authority and thwarted whatever evil purpose the demons had.

Why the demons begged to be allowed to enter the swine is unclear from the account. It could be because they didn’t want to leave
the area where they had been successful in doing their mischief among the people. Perhaps they were drawn to the unclean
animals because of their own filthiness. The demons may have made this strange request because it was their last chance to avoid
confinement in the Abyss, the place of confinement to which evil spirits are doomed (Revelation 9:1-6). Whatever their reasoning, it
is clear from the account that demons had little power of their own and were unable to do anything without Jesus’ permission. As
Christians, we can take comfort in the knowledge that the forces of the enemy of our souls are under the complete control of God
and can only act in ways He allows.

The Bible doesn’t explain to us Jesus’ reasoning, but displaying His sovereign power over demons could be one reason why Jesus
sent them into the pigs. If the pigs’ owners were Jews, Jesus could have been rebuking them for violating Mosaic law which forbids
Jews from eating or keeping unclean animals such as swine (Leviticus 11:7). If the swineherds were Gentiles, perhaps Jesus was
using this miraculous event to show them the malice of evil spirits under whose influence they lived, as well as displaying His own
power and authority over creation. In any case, the owners were so terrified to be in the presence of such spiritual power that they
made no demand for restitution for the loss of their property and begged Jesus to leave the region. The people were awe-struck but
unrepentant—they wanted no more of Jesus Christ. This shows the hardness of their hearts and their desire to remain in sin. The
healed demoniac, on the other hand, demonstrated the true faith and repentance of a changed heart and begged to be allowed to
follow Jesus. Perhaps the unmistakable difference between the saved and the unsaved was an object lesson for the disciples and all
who witnessed the event. Jesus sent the healed man away, giving him a commission that he joyfully obeyed: "Go home to your
family and tell them how much the Lord has done for you, and how he has had mercy on you" (Mark 5:17-20). (Gotquestions)

Mark 5:14 Their herdsmen ran away and reported it in the city and in the country. And the people came to see what it was
that had happened.

Wuest - And those feeding them fled away and brought away tidings into the city and into the farms. And they
came for the purpose of seeing what it was that had taken place.

NET Mark 5:14 Now the herdsmen ran off and spread the news in the town and countryside, and the people
went out to see what had happened.

GNT Mark 5:14 Kx 0 [ OKOVTEG X TO § PUYOV K& TT YYEIAOV €TV TTAIV KX €GTO G YPO G- K& ABov dev T
OTIVT YEYOV G

NLT Mark 5:14 The herdsmen fled to the nearby town and the surrounding countryside, spreading the news as
they ran. People rushed out to see what had happened.

KJV Mark 5:14 And they that fed the swine fled, and told it in the city, and in the country. And they went out to
see what it was that was done.

ESV Mark 5:14 The herdsmen fled and told it in the city and in the country. And people came to see what it
was that had happened.

NIV Mark 5:14 Those tending the pigs ran off and reported this in the town and countryside, and the people
went out to see what had happened.

ASV Mark 5:14 And they that fed them fled, and told it in the city, and in the country. And they came to see
what it was that had come to pass.

CSB Mark 5:14 The men who tended them ran off and reported it in the town and the countryside, and people
went to see what had happened.

NKJ Mark 5:14 So those who fed the swine fled, and they told it in the city and in the country. And they went
out to see what it was that had happened.

NRS Mark 5:14 The swineherds ran off and told it in the city and in the country. Then people came to see
what it was that had happened.


https://www.gotquestions.org/Jesus-demons-pigs.html

YLT Mark 5:14 And those feeding the swine did flee, and told in the city, and in the fields, and they came forth
to see what it is that hath been done;

NAB Mark 5:14 The swineherds ran away and reported the incident in the town and throughout the
countryside. And people came out to see what had happened.

NJB Mark 5:14 The men looking after them ran off and told their story in the city and in the country round
about; and the people came to see what had really happened.

GWN Mark 5:14 Those who took care of the pigs ran away. In the city and countryside they reported
everything that had happened. So the people came to see what had happened.

BBE Mark 5:14 And their keepers went running and gave an account of it in the town and in the country. And
people came to see what had taken place.

=« Mt 8:33 Lu 8:34
= Mark 5 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

Parallel Passages:

Matthew 8:33+ The herdsmen ran away, and went to the city and reported everything, including what had
happened to the demoniacs. 34 And behold, the whole city came out to meet Jesus; and when they saw Him,
they implored Him to leave their region.

Luke 8:34+ When the herdsmen saw what had happened, they ran away and reported it in the city and out in
the country. 35 The people went out to see what had happened; and they came to Jesus, and found the man
from whom the demons had gone out, sitting down at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind; and they
became frightened.

PIG FEEDERS FLEE
IN FEAR

Their herdsmen ran away and reported it in the city and in the country- The Greek word for fear is derived from the verb to
flee, and undoubtedly the herdsmen fled in fear, not only of the supernatural scene, but the natural loss of revenue (and loss of their
job!). Notice that they spread the news far and wide (city...country).

Ran away (escaped) (5343)(pheugo) means to flee away in the sense of to take to flight in order to seek
safety. To flee in the sense of to escape something, being made safe from danger by eluding or avoiding
it. Pheugo is the root of our English word "fugitive" defined as one who escapes from something or someone.

Reported (312)(anaggello/anangello from ana = up to, again, back {like our English prefix "re-"= again thus
"re-port" or "re-hearse" = to say again} +aggéllo = tell, declare related to aggelos = messenger) means to
bring back word, to announce, to report. Anaggello can also mean to inform someone of someone else's
message.

And the people came to see what it was that had happened- Matthew 8:34+ alone tells us it was the whole city. This event
drew the people so that they could see it with their own eyes and discern what had really taken place. Two thousand swine running
down a cliff to drown was so bizarre that it needed to be verified.

Mark 5:15 They came to Jesus and observed the man who had been demon-possessed sitting down, clothed and in his
right mind, the very man who had had the “legion”; and they became frightened.

Wuest - And they come to Jesus, and view with a critical, searching eye the demoniac sitting, clothed, and in
control of himself. And they became afraid.

NET Mark 5:15 They came to Jesus and saw the demon-possessed man sitting there, clothed and in his right
mind— the one who had the "Legion"— and they were afraid.

GNT Mark 5:15 kx pyxovtou TP G TV NOOV K& Bewpo OIv Tv dXIPOVIC JEVOV KOO PJEVOV  POTIOH VOV KX
OWQPPOVO VTQ, TV OXNK TO T V AEyI VO, K&t QO Bnoawv.
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NLT Mark 5:15 A crowd soon gathered around Jesus, and they saw the man who had been possessed by the
legion of demons. He was sitting there fully clothed and perfectly sane, and they were all afraid.

KJV Mark 5:15 And they come to Jesus, and see him that was possessed with the devil, and had the legion,
sitting, and clothed, and in his right mind: and they were afraid.

ESV Mark 5:15 And they came to Jesus and saw the demon-possessed man, the one who had had the legion,
sitting there, clothed and in his right mind, and they were afraid.

NIV Mark 5:15 When they came to Jesus, they saw the man who had been possessed by the legion of
demons, sitting there, dressed and in his right mind; and they were afraid.

ASV Mark 5:15 And they come to Jesus, and behold him that was possessed with demons sitting, clothed and
in his right mind, even him that had the legion: and they were afraid.

CSB Mark 5:15 They came to Jesus and saw the man who had been demon-possessed by the legion, sitting
there, dressed and in his right mind; and they were afraid.

NKJ Mark 5:15 Then they came to Jesus, and saw the one who had been demon-possessed and had the
legion, sitting and clothed and in his right mind. And they were afraid.

NRS Mark 5:15 They came to Jesus and saw the demoniac sitting there, clothed and in his right mind, the
very man who had had the legion; and they were afraid.

YLT Mark 5:15 and they come unto Jesus, and see the demoniac, sitting, and clothed, and right-minded -- him
having had the legion -- and they were afraid;

NAB Mark 5:15 As they approached Jesus, they caught sight of the man who had been possessed by Legion,
sitting there clothed and in his right mind. And they were seized with fear.

NJB Mark 5:15 They came to Jesus and saw the demoniac sitting there -- the man who had had the legion in
him -- properly dressed and in his full senses, and they were afraid.

GWN Mark 5:15 They came to Jesus and saw the man who had been possessed by the legion of demons.
The man was sitting there dressed and in his right mind. The people were frightened.

BBE Mark 5:15 And they came to Jesus, and saw the man in whom had been the evil spirits seated, clothed

and with full use of his senses, and they were full of fear.

= observed the man who had been demon-possessed: Mk 5:4 Isa 49:24,25 Mt 9:33 12:29 Lu 8:35,36 10:39 Col 1:13
=« and they became frightened: 1Sa 6:20,21 16:4 1Ch 13:12 15:13 Job 13:11 Ps 14:5 2Ti 1.7
= Mark 5 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

Parallel Passages:

Matthew 8:34+ And behold, the whole city came out to meet Jesus; and when they saw Him, they implored
Him to leave their region.

Luke 8:35+ The people went out to see what had happened; and they came to Jesus, and found the man from
whom the demons had gone out, sitting down at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind; and they
became frightened.

THE NEW STATE OF THE
DEMON POSSESSED MAN

They came to Jesus - Apparently the herdsman had identified Jesus as the instigator of this bizarre event.

And observed the man who had been demon-possessed sitting down, clothed and in his right mind, the very man who had

had the legion - Observed (theoreo) in the present tense pictures them staring and as noted below gives us our English "theater,"
and here indicates the rapt attention of the people on the scene of this drama, so to speak! Everyone undoubtedly knew the "before”
condition of this man, so that the "after" would present an absolutely striking contrast. It would signify indisputable evidence of a
miracle, for previously no man had been able to control this man! Now the God-Man Jesus brings about his striking supernatural
deliverance. The verb had heightens the striking contrast, for it is in the perfect tense, indicating the man had been in a permanent
state, but now was freed of that state! Him sitting down, clothed (cf previous state - Lk 8:27+) and in his right mind (clearly
indicating previously he was "out of his mind") was a striking silent testimony to the power and authority of Jesus over the demonic


https://www.preceptaustin.org/mark-5-resources
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world. The people who observed carefully could not have missed the message, but as we see they refuse to receive it for they were
more concerned with the fiscal loss.

Luke adds that the people describe the man as having been made well, which is the verbsozo which conveys the basic meaning of
having been rescued from great peril. Did Luke use in the sense of him having been spiritually saved? It is difficult to state with
certainty but | think he was because Jesus gave him a charge to return to your house and describe what great things God has
done for you and he obeyed by proclaiming throughout the whole city what great things Jesus had done for him (Lk 8:39+).

Hiebert comments on Sitting, and clothed, and in his right mind"—three features about him arrested their attention. The present
participle sitting marks the contrast between his present restful condition and his former state as a roving, raving maniac. The
present participle clothed underscores the continuing contrast between his present condition and former practice of going naked.
Perhaps one of the disciples had fetched an exira robe for the man from the boat. In his right mind, while declaring his restored
sanity, has the basic meaning of “self-controlled.” He was now a rational, self-controlled being, no longer yelling in frenzy under the

domination of demons. (Gospel of Mark: An Expositional Commentary)

Observed (beheld) (2334)(theoreo from theaomai = to look at closely, attentively, contemplatively, even with
sense of wonder; English - theater) usually refers to observe with continuity and attention often with the
implication that what is observed is unusual. To behold intensely or to look with interest and purpose carefully
examining with attention to detail. It is used, not of an indifferent spectator, but of one who looks at a thing with
interest and attention. It would be used of a general officially reviewing or inspecting an army. Thus, the word
speaks of a critical, searching investigation. Vincent explains that theoreo "was more than simple seeing. The
verb means looking steadfastly, as one who has an interest in the object, and with a view to search into and
understand it: to look inquiringly and intently. (Ed: even with sense of amazement).

Demon-possessed (1139)(daimonizomai from daimonion = demon) means to be possessed by a demon, to
be under the power of a demon, to act under the control of a demon. Note the striking contrast, Jesus a Man
under the control of the Spirit now (empowered by the Spirit) exerts authority over those souls who were under
the control of an evil spirit. Once again Jesus wins in the cosmic confrontation between the two kingdoms of
this world - the kingdom of light and the kingdom of darkness (cf Col 1:13+, Acts 26:18+). This verb is only
found in the Gospels - Matt. 4:24; Matt. 8:16; Matt. 8:28; Matt. 8:33; Matt. 9:32; Matt. 12:22; Matt. 15:22; Mk.
1:32+; Mk. 5:15+; Mk. 5:16; Mk. 5:18; Lk. 8:36+; Jn. 10:21. Daimonizomai is in the present tense indicating
the demons were continually in control of the entire personality these poor victims. What a tormented life that
must have been.

In his right mind (4993)(sophroneo from sozo = to save {from sos = sound} + phren = mind, which would
then literally describe a "saved mind"! Cf sophron, sophronismos) means literally to be of sound mind. The

idea is to to keep one’s mind safe and sound or to be in one's right mind. It means to be able to reason and
think properly and in a sane manner, something this man clearly could not do while he was possessed by a
"legion" of demons! Wuest writes "Trench speaks of the word as habitual self-government with its constant rein
on all the passions and desires. Not only is sanity returned to the demoniac, but self-control. A wild man
became the docile, quiet, self-possessed individual whom the people were viewing with a critical eye."

Legion (3003) see preceding note on legion

And they became frightened - Note the irony - the people were just as afraid of the sane man as they were of the demon
possessed man! Of course, what they were really afraid of was the Power that produced the man's dramatic transformation. As
noted above, the people could not miss that they were witness to something supernatural. This recalls a similar reaction by Jesus'
disciples in Mk 4:41+ when He stilled the storm and "They became very much afraid (phobeo) and said to one another, “Who
then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey Him?” But what a difference in response to their fear -- the disciples' fear had a
reverential component to it and so they continued to follow Jesus, while the townspeople were "just plain scared" and begged Jesus
to leave them! Woe! Two diametrically opposite responses, one leading to Heaven (except Judas Iscariot) and the other leading to
Hell (unless some later repented and believed, but there is no record).

Became frightened (5399)(phobeo from phobos = fear source of our English "phobia") means to be in an
apprehensive state that can range from mild uneasiness to stark terror as when one is frightened, terrified or
alarmed. Uses of phobeo in Mark - Mk. 4:41; Mk. 5:15; Mk. 5:33; Mk. 5:36; Mk. 6:20; Mk. 6:50; Mk. 9:32; Mk.
10:32; Mk. 11:18; Mk. 11:32; Mk. 12:12; Mk. 16:8

Related Resources:

= What does the Bible say about demon possession / demonic possession?
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= How do we distinguish a psychological disorder from demon possession?

International Standard Bible Encyclopedia Demon; Demoniac; Demonology
McClintock and Strong's Bible Encyclopedia Daemon

Baker Evangelical Dictionary Demon

CARM Theological Dictionary Demon

Easton's Bible Dictionary Demon

Holman Bible Dictionary Demon Possession Possession. Demon
Hastings' Dictionary of the Bible Demon

Hastings' Dictionary of the NT Demon

Smith Bible Dictionary Demon

Kitto Biblical Cyclopedia Demon

The Nuttall Encyclopedia Demon

Alan Carr - Consider the Miracle - verse 15-20:

. Jesus Changed Him - No longer is he running around, crying out and cutting himself. Now, he is calm and seated beside

Jesus! What a change! (lll. That's how it works! You cannot meet Jesus and remain the same. He changes all those who come
to Him, John 3:3, 5; Gal. 6:15; Eph. 2:10!)

. Jesus Clothed Him - No longer is he naked, but now he is clothed! (lll. This is just further proof of his change! What we need

to notice here is that what Jesus does in the heart of a man is ALWAYS worked out on the outside of a man, Matt. 12:35!

| will rejoice greatly in the LORD, My soul will exult in my God; For He has clothed me with garments of salvation, He has
wrapped me with a robe of righteousness, As a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, And as a bride adorns herself
with her jewels. (Isaiah 61:10)

. Jesus Calmed Him - We are told that he is in his right mind! Where there has been turmoil and agitation, there is now perfect

peace! He has been changed spiritually, physically and mentally! lll. What a picture of the total change that salvation brings to
the converted sinner! Jesus literally gives everyone He saves a brand new life!) lll. Jesus changed him from the inside out!
Jesus started with the man’s real problem! A bad heart is every lost man’s real problem! His sin isn’t his problem; the outwards
manifestations of sin are merely the fruit of the problem; a wicked heart is the root!

. He Was Committed To Jesus — The people of that region were afraid of Jesus, v. 15, and they demanded that He leave their

country. For these people, this episode was just too much! They might have been able to handle a little preaching, but when
Jesus started changing lives and costing them money they wanted no part of Him. So they drove Him away.

. He Was Commissioned For Jesus — Jesus refused the man’s request to go with Him. Instead, Jesus sent him back to his

home to tell others what the Lord had done for him. And, that is precisely what he did. We went into “Decapolis”, which means
“the ten cities” and he preached the Gospel of grace to all who would listen!

Can you picture in your mind how this scene must have played out? The people see him coming. They cringe in fear,
children hide behind their mothers, doors are slammed shut, and people run in fear to hide from the mad man. But wait!
Something is different today. Yes, it’s still him. He still bears the scars in his body, but the look in his eye is different. He isn’t
screaming, he is preaching about a man named Jesus. He isn’t running around like a wild man; he is calm and sane and he is
talking about how Jesus has changed his life. He isn’t naked; he is clothed and peaceful and changed. The people listen to his
story and they are touched; some are no doubt saved. What a difference Jesus makes! We are commanded to share the
Gospel, Mark 16:15; Matt. 28:19-20. We are to go to a lost world and tell them the same thing this man was commanded to
tell: “how great things the Lord hath done for thee, and hath had compassion on thee”. People might argue with us about our
doctrines; but they cannot refute our testimonies! Nothing is more powerful that the testimony of a changed life!

Conc: Jesus tamed the tombstone terrorist and He can tame you! One of the most notoriously bad characters that ever lived in
New York was Orville Gardner. He was the trainer of prize fighters and companion of all sorts of hard characters. His
reputation was so thoroughly bad that he was called "Awful Gardner."

He had a little boy, whom he dearly loved, and this boy died. A short time after his boy's death, he was standing in the bar of a
New York saloon, surrounded by a number of his companions. The night was sweltering, and he stepped outside the saloon to
get a little fresh air. As he stood out there and looked up between the high buildings at the sky above his head, a star was
shining down upon him, and as he was looking at it, he said to himself, "I wonder where my little boy is tonight?" Then the
thought came to him quick as a flash, "Wherever he is, you will never see him again unless you change your life."
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Touched by the Spirit of God, he hurried from the saloon to the room where his godly mother was. He went in and asked his
mother to pray for him. They spent the whole night in prayer and toward morning "Awful Gardner" found peace and gained the
victory. Gardner was the victim of an overwhelming appetite for drink, and had in his house a jug of whiskey at the time. He
did not dare to keep it and did not know what to do with it. Finally, he took it down to the river, got into a boat and rowed over
to an island. He set the liquor on a rock and knelt down, and as he afterward said, "l fought that jug of whiskey for a long
time," and God gave him perfect deliverance. He did not dare to break it, lest the fumes should tempt him. He did not dare to
leave it, lest someone else get it. Finally he dug a hole and buried it. He left the island a free man. "Awful Gardner" became a
mighty preacher of the Gospel.

What has you today? Are you lost and in the grip of sin? Jesus can set you free! Are you out of God’s will and trapped in pride
and bitterness? Jesus can set you free! Do you need His touch? Do you need His compassion? Do you need His life-changing
power? Friend, what you need is but a prayer of faith away! Come to Jesus! Come home! Obey His voice.

He weathered the storm on the sea to get to this man. He weathered the storm of Calvary to get to you. Is He calling? Come
to Him now. (See full sermon - Mark 5:1-20 Taming The Tombstone Terrorist)

Alan Carr - Oh, but what a difference it makes when Jesus passes by! Just ask:

. The woman at the well - John 4 (lll. "Must needs go")
. Bartimaeus - Matt. 10:46-52

. Woman with issue of blood - Luke 8:43-48

. Lame man at Pool of Bethesda - John 5:1-9

. The Leper - Mark 1:40-45

. The Blind man - John 9:1-38

. Saul of Tarsus - Acts 9:1-9

. The Disciples - Matt. 4:18-22

9. Lazarus - John 11:1-44

10. Me (Alan Carr) - May 23, 1983! (lll. It wasn't as dramatic as some of those others, but it made the
difference when Jesus passed by where | was!)

0 N o O~ WD =

|. The Man's Condition
Il. The Man's Conversion
II. V. 18-20 THE MAN'S COMMISSION

| - v1-6 The Man's Slavery
v2 His Master
v3-5 His Misery
v2,6 His Mentality
II. The Man's Savior
v1 The Savior's Purpose
v6-12 The Savior's Perception
v13 The Savior's Power
Il v14-20 The Man's Salvation
V. 15 Salvation Changed Him
V. 15 Salvation Clothed Him
V. 15 Salvation Calmed Him
V. 18-20 Salvation Compelled Him
V. 18 He Was Compelled To Desire Jesus

V. 19-20 He Was Compelled To Declare Jesus
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John Butler - Changed by Christ

“Then they went out to see what was done; and came to Jesus, and found the man, out of whom the devils were departed, sitting at
the feet of Jesus, clothed, and in his right mind; and they were afraid.” (Luke 8:35)

CHRIST had cast some demons out of a man. The effect upon the man was dramatic. Our verse describes some of the major
changes which occurred when Christ cast out the demons. They include resting, respect, robed, and rational.

Resting. “Sitting.” This was a new posture for the man. Before Christ cast out the demons, the man was constantly roaming about
the tombs and mountains and wilderness day and night. This speaks of the soul rest promised in the Gospel. Christ said, “Come
unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden and | will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28). One of the characteristics of sin is lack of
rest (Isaiah 57:20, 21). But when Christ changes your life, one result is great soul rest.

Respect. “Sitting at the feet of Jesus.” Before the man was delivered of the demons, he wanted nothing to do with Christ (Luke
8:28). But after Christ changed his life, the man now greatly respected Christ and sat humbly at Christ’s feet. Animosity towards
Christ ends with redemption.

Robed. “Clothed.” Before Christ changed this man’s life, he “wore no clothes” (Luke 8:27). This robing of the man not only pictures
the righteous robe of salvation (Isaiah 61:10), but it also pictures the improvement in morals (seen in more modest dress) of a
person when he gets saved. Even in heathen countries, when people get saved, they start wearing more clothes instead of running
around half naked. The immodest clothes at church reveal a spiritual problem.

Rational. “In his right mind.” Satan would have folk think that to follow Christ is crazy, unintelligent, and stupid. But the very opposite
is true. It is those who follow Satan and are controlled by his demons that act crazy. When this man was possessed by demons, he
acted insane. But when Christ changed the man, he acted rational, sane, and sober. Sin, not Christ and righteousness, causes
people to act foolishly and irrationally.

Vance Havner - The Gadarene

AFTER mastering a wild sea the Lord Jesus masters a wild man. Three Gospels give us the story of the Gadarene demoniac (Matt.
8:28-34; Mark 5:1-20; Luke 8:26-39), and it is unusual that Mark's account, usually the briefest, is here the longest.

There are those who would make this man to be only an insane case, but our Lord clearly recognized demon-possession by His
saying, "Come out of the man, thou unclean spirit." That He was merely accepting the common view of His time is an argument too
foolish to reserve room for refutation.

Much has been said about the destruction of the swine who refused to endure what men put up with. Huxley made much of this
"destruction of property" as an argument against the Lord. Our Lord never went at anything tamely. He made bold strokes and
brushed everything else aside to get at a needy life. What are a few hogs compared to a human soul? The destruction of the swine
was a bold evidence of the miracle and a daring declaration that lives are ever more important than property. If the owner of the
hogs had accepted the Lord Jesus he would have had a treasure inestimable. Instead, he saw only temporal loss and gain, and
because Jesus was hurting his business, he besought Him to leave. Men have followed that procedure through the ages. When
Christ interferes with our personal gain we usually beseech Him to leave.

There is a beautiful truth in the healed man's desire to go with the Lord and His disciples in the ship to other parts. Doubtless he
wanted to get away from the scenes of his past, and it looked very inviting—this prospect of sojourning with the Lord in new fields,
ever hearing His words and witnessing His miracles. But it was not so to be; he must stay in the old, unromantic spot and tell what
the Lord had done for his soul (and what a witness he must have been!).

Many of us have known this experience. We have longed to follow the Lord across the sea or into some more interesting field, but
He has commissioned us to stay at home—Ilive down an evil past, perhaps—and be an obscure and unknown witness. It is not given
to everyone to go far afield; there must be the disciple who stays at home. Time and time again we meet with those who went to
foreign fields or undertook vast enterprises under mistaken leadings. It is so easy to confuse our wants with God's leadings. The
work of the gospel is too often made the springboard from which to dive off into water too deep for us. This man obeyed the Lord's
command, and as he proclaimed his story men marveled, according to Mark's account. Together with a marvelous experience of
deliverance he had an obedient spirit, and that makes a great combination.

Are you willing that Christ should do His wonders in your life at any cost to property and circumstances? Then you need to be willing
to let Him station you where He will, to be His witness




Death of a Dog- One day as Dick Hillis preached in a Chinese village, his sermon was suddenly interrupted by a piercing cry.
Everyone rushed toward the scream, and Dick’s coworker, Mr. Kong, whispered that an evil spirit had seized a man. “That is heathen
superstition,” said Dick, who had not previously encountered demon possession.

A woman pushed through the crowd toward them. “l beg you help me!” she cried. “An evil spirit has again possessed the father of
my children and is trying to kill him.”

Kong stepped over a filthy old dog lying in the doorway, and faced the madman. The room was charged with a sense of evil. “An evil
spirit has possessed Farmer Ho,” Kong told the onlookers. “Our God, the ‘Nothing-He-Cannot-Do One’ is more powerful than any
spirit, and He can deliver this man. First, you must promise you will burn your idols and trust in Jesus, son of the Supreme Emperor.”

The people nodded. Kong asked Dick to begin singing the hymn “There is Power in the Blood.” With great hesitation, Dick began to
sing, “Would you be free from your burden of sin. ...”

“Now,” continued Kong, “in the name of Jesus we will command the evil spirit to leave this man.” Kong began praying fervently.
Suddenly, the old dog in the doorway vaulted into the air, screeching, yelping, whirling in circles snapping wildly at his tail. Kong
continued praying, and the dog abruptly dropped over dead.

Instantly Dick remembered Luke 8, the demons of the Gadarenes who invisibly flew into the herd of swine. As Kong finished
praying, Farmer Ho seemed quiet and relaxed, and soon he was strong enough to burn his idols. At his baptism shortly afterward, he
testified, “l was possessed by an evil spirit who boasted he had already killed five people and was going to kill me. But God sent Mr.
Kong at just the right moment, and in Jesus | am free. (From This Verse - Robert Morgan)

Mark 5:16 Those who had seen it described to them how it had happened to the demon-possessed man, and all about the
swine.

Wuest - And those who saw, related fully and in detail to them how it happened to the demoniac and
concerning the swine.

NET Mark 5:16 Those who had seen what had happened to the demon-possessed man reported it, and they
also told about the pigs.

GNT Mark 5:16 kot Iy covTto ®*T0 GO O VIEQTT G Y VETO T OXIPOVICOM V KO TIER TV XO PWV.

NLT Mark 5:16 Then those who had seen what happened told the others about the demon-possessed man
and the pigs.

KJV Mark 5:16 And they that saw it told them how it befell to him that was possessed with the devil, and also
concerning the swine.

ESV Mark 5:16 And those who had seen it described to them what had happened to the demon-possessed
man and to the pigs.

NIV Mark 5:16 Those who had seen it told the people what had happened to the demon-possessed man--and
told about the pigs as well.

ASV Mark 5:16 And they that saw it declared unto them how it befell him that was possessed with demons,
and concerning the swine.

CSB Mark 5:16 The eyewitnesses described to them what had happened to the demon-possessed man and
told about the pigs.

NKJ Mark 5:16 And those who saw it told them how it happened to him who had been demon-possessed, and
about the swine.

NRS Mark 5:16 Those who had seen what had happened to the demoniac and to the swine reported it.

YLT Mark 5:16 and those having seen it, declared to them how it had come to pass to the demoniac, and
about the swine;

NAB Mark 5:16 Those who witnessed the incident explained to them what had happened to the possessed
man and to the swine.

NJB Mark 5:16 And those who had witnessed it reported what had happened to the demoniac and what had



become of the pigs.
GWN Mark 5:16 Those who saw this told what had happened to the demon-possessed man and the pigs.

BBE Mark 5:16 And those who had seen it gave them an account of what had been done to him who had the
evil spirits, and of the fate of the pigs.

=« Mark 5 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

Parallel Passage:

Luke 8:36+ Those who had seen it reported to them how the man who was demon-possessed had been
made well.

DESCRIPTION OF A DELIVERED MAN
AND DESTROYED SWINE

Those who had seen it described to them how it had happened to the demon-possessed man, and all about the swine- Who
is those who had seen it? This could be the herdsmen. But it could also be the disciples. We cannot be dogmatic. However, the
disciples would be better able to truly describe (the verb diegeomai indicates a detailed narration) the "how" (an exorcism by
Jesus after the demons begged to be sent into the swine), which is something the herdsmen would have been less likely to
understand or explain. The use of the verb described (diegeomai) is in a negative sense because this detailed description
prompted the townspeople to beg Jesus to leave! In striking contrast Jesus. Here is the contrasting irony -- In Acts 8:39 Jesus told
the man healed of the demon "Return to your house and describe (diegeomai) what great things God has done for you."

Described (1334)(diegeomai from dia = through + hégéomai = to lead) means to conduct a narration
through to the end. Too carry (a narrative) through from beginning to end. To recount or relate in full. To set out
something in detail, to give a detailed account of something in words. Diegeomai - 8x in 6v - Usage:
describe(1), described(3), gave an account(1), relate(2), tell(1). Mk. 5:16+; Mk. 9:9+; Lk. 8:39+; Lk. 9:10+; Acts
8:33+ [quoted from Isa. 53:8+]; Acts 9:27+; Acts 12:17+; Heb. 11:32+ Gilbrant - In classical Greek this term
primarily means “set out in detail” or “describe.” It appears over 50 times in the Septuagint, usually to translate
saphar which means “recount, relate” in the variations used (see Genesis 24:66; Exodus 10:2; 2 Kings 8:4;
Psalm 22:22).

Demon-possessed man (1139) see note on daimonizomai

Mark 5:17 And they began to implore Him to leave their region.

Wouest - And they began to be begging Him to go away from their boundaries.
NET Mark 5:17 Then they asked Jesus to leave their region.

GNT Mark 5:17 kx  pEovTo TTOXPOKOAE V X TV TTIEABEV TT TV P WV X T V.

NLT Mark 5:17 And the crowd began pleading with Jesus to go away and leave them alone.
KJV Mark 5:17 And they began to pray him to depart out of their coasts.

ESV Mark 5:17 And they began to beg Jesus to depart from their region.

NIV Mark 5:17 Then the people began to plead with Jesus to leave their region.
ASV Mark 5:17 And they began to beseech him to depart from their borders.
CSB Mark 5:17 Then they began to beg Him to leave their region.

NKJ Mark 5:17 Then they began to plead with Him to depart from their region.
NRS Mark 5:17 Then they began to beg Jesus to leave their neighborhood.
YLT Mark 5:17 and they began to call upon him to go away from their borders.
NAB Mark 5:17 Then they began to beg him to leave their district.

NJB Mark 5:17 Then they began to implore Jesus to leave their neighbourhood.


https://www.preceptaustin.org/mark-5-resources
http://studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=1334
http://www.preceptaustin.org/hebrews_1123-26#co
https://www.preceptaustin.org/hebrews_1132-34#11:32
http://studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=1139

GWN Mark 5:17 Then the people began to beg Jesus to leave their territory.

BBE Mark 5:17 And they made a request to him to go out of their country.

s Mk 5:7 1:24 Ge 26:16 De 5:25 1Ki 17:18 Job 21:14,15 Mt 8:34 Lu 5:8 Lu 8:37 Ac 16:39
= Mark 5 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

Parallel Passages:

Matthew 8:34+ And behold, the whole city came out to meet Jesus; and when they saw Him, they implored
Him to leave their region.

Luke 8:37+ And all the people of the country of the Gerasenes and the surrounding district asked Him to leave
them, for they were gripped with great fear; and He got into a boat and returned.

THE CITY HAS
A "PRAYER MEETING!"

The old KJV has "And they began to pray Him."

| agree with Bob Utley who says "This is one of the saddest verses in all of the Bible. In the presence of the greatest man of history,
these villagers were more concerned about the death of a few hogs than they were over the redemption and reclamation of two
demonized persons and the spiritual potential of the gospel for their area.”

Related Passage:
John 12:37 But though He had performed so many signs before them, yet they were not believing in Him.

David Gooding has an interesting note on the people's reaction to Jesus Who had freed them of the fear of the demoniac - What a
sad comment on man'’s fallen and unregenerate state it is, that man should feel more at home with demons, than with the Christ who
has power to cast out demons. Yet is often so. Men who would try to help a criminal or a drunkard, or, if they should prove
incorrigible, would want the one imprisoned and the other put into hospital, find it embarrassing and somewhat frightening if the
criminal is saved by Christ and turned into a sane, wholesome, regenerate disciple. (According to Luke)

Notice that Luke explains why they asked Jesus to leave explaining "for they were gripped sunecho/synecho) with great fear." (Luke
8:37+) This is not like the fear of the disciples described in Lk 8:25+ which at least to some degree was reverential. This fear
(whatever the cause) explains why they asked Jesus to leave. They had seen God work and rejected Him, which is not greatly
different from hearing God's Word and rejecting Him. They were so self-focused that they showed no gratitude whatsoever that the
demoniac had been made well (note also the reference to the loss of the swine in Mk 5:16). They were unable to rejoice with those
who rejoice (Ro 12:15)! As Stein says "For the believer such fear turns to a holy awe, but to the unbelieving it is only a fearsome
dread from which they seek to rid themselves. God can be rejected, as the people of Gerasa in fact did. Peace, however, came to
the demoniac. He who was last became first." (NAC-LK)

And they began (archo) to implore Him to leave their region - Implore is in the present tense indicating they kept begging Jesus
to leave!) Matthew 8:34+ says the whole city and Luke 8:37+ says all the people indicating the entire lot had hard hearts in face
of an amazing miracle! Again this makes the point that miracles per se do not save anyone. Of course every time someone is truly
saved that in itself is a great miracle! They were like those in the parable of the soils who had stony hearts and did not at all receive
Jesus' Word. Their eyes were on the temporal and not the eternal. The irony of this scene is that the very One they were sending
away in time, would one day send them away into eternity!

Spurgeon - Surely, this legion of demons must have had the same effect on them as on the poor man when Christ first came to him.
These foolish people took up the same cry as the poor demoniac: “The whole multitude besought him to depart from them? Christ
sometimes hears this kind of prayer. There is many a man who has entreated that his conscience might not be troubled any more,
and it never has been troubled again. But what an awful prayer for any people to pray! “The whole multitude of the country of the
Gadarenes round about besought him to depart from them.”

John MacArthur - In stark contrast to the delivered maniac, the response of the sane people tragically illustrates sin’s power over
the lost. It blinds them to the truth and causes them to hate it and reject all evidence of it. They obstinately cling to their false illusion
of well-being because love of iniquity dominates them. Jesus had performed an undeniable miracle that clearly manifested His
absolute power over the supernatural realm and to deliver people from the forces of hell. (MNTC-Lk)
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Hiebert - “They began to pray him’—they no doubt included the owners who had come out to Jesus. The rendering ‘pray” implies
that they “requested” or “appealed” with the fervency of an earnest prayer. When they understood the relationship between the two
events, they “drew a natural inference: cure cause of catastrophe.” English notes, “Mark could hardly spell out more clearly his
conviction that even the most powerful of healing miracles cannot, do not, of themselves induce faith or provide a foundation for it.
Everything hangs on the openness of the observers to see beyond the miracle to the person at its heart....they feared further
material losses if one with such powers should remain within their borders. They were more concerned to protect their financial
interests than to rejoice in the deliverance of the neighborhood demoniac. Luke recorded that it was the unanimous request of the

inhabitants (Lk 8:37+). (Gospel of Mark: An Expositional Commentary)
Implore (3870) see note on parakaleo

Implore is a "key word" in Mark 5, five uses show marked strikingly contrasting attitudes toward Jesus! The wordlmplore means
to appeal to in supplication, to beseech, to beg for urgently.

1. The demons begged him, not the pit, but the pigs! (Twice - Mk 5:10, 12)
2. The people begged him, leave our country! (Mk 5:17)

3. The former demoniac begged him, let me follow you! (Mk 5:18)

4. Jairus, the synagogue official, begging Jesus (Mk 5:23)!

Spurgeon comments that "Here was a whole city at a prayer meeting, praying against their own blessing. Horrible was their prayer,
but it was heard, and Jesus departed out of their coasts!"

Wiersbe - What a transformation in these two men! You would have expected the people who saw the miracle to ask Jesus to stay
and heal others who were sick and afflicted. Apparently money was more important to them than mercy, and they asked Jesus to
leave. (BEC)

Kent Hughes - Tell Him to leave you alone, and He will. And if you tell Him enough, there will come a time when the opportunity for
repentance will be gone. If you have not already done so, turn to Christ for salvation. Come to Christ for healing. If He is speaking to
you, you must respond now, for this may be the last time! (Preaching the Word-Mk)

Hendriksen writes that "Heartlessness characterized demons, swineherds, and people in general. Over against this attitude stands
the helpfulness of Jesus." (Ibid)

Spurgeon - Surely, this legion of demons must have had the same effect on them as on the poor man when Christ first came to him.
These foolish people took up the same cry as the poor demoniac: “The whole multitude besought him to depart from them? Christ
sometimes hears this kind of prayer. There is many a man who has entreated that his conscience might not be troubled any more,
and it never has been troubled again. But what an awful prayer for any people to pray! “The whole multitude of the country of the
Gadarenes round about besought him to depart from them.”

John MacArthur - In stark contrast to the delivered maniac, the response of the sane people tragically illustrates sin’s power over
the lost. It blinds them to the truth and causes them to hate it and reject all evidence of it. They obstinately cling to their false illusion
of well-being because love of iniquity dominates them. Jesus had performed an undeniable miracle that clearly manifested His
absolute power over the supernatural realm and to deliver people from the forces of hell. (Ibid)

Rabbi, begone! Thy powers
Bring loss to us and ours.
Our ways are not as Thine.
Thou lovest men, we—swine.

Oh, get you hence, Omnipotence,

And take this fool of Thine!

His soul? What care we for his soul?

What good to us that Thou hast made him whole,
Since we have lost our swine?

John Oxenham

Mark 5:18 As He was getting into the boat, the man who had been demon-possessed was imploring Him that he might
accompany Him.
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Wuest - And while He was going on board the boat, the one who had been demon-possessed, kept on
begging Him for permission to be with Him.

NET Mark 5:18 As he was getting into the boat the man who had been demon-possessed asked if he could
go with him.

GNT Mark 5:18 k' PP vovTog X TO € QT TTAO OV TTOPEK A&l Gk TV DIpIOVIOBE § VO JET O TO

NLT Mark 5:18 As Jesus was getting into the boat, the man who had been demon possessed begged to go
with him.

KJV Mark 5:18 And when he was come into the ship, he that had been possessed with the devil prayed him
that he might be with him.

ESV Mark 5:18 As he was getting into the boat, the man who had been possessed with demons begged him
that he might be with him.

NIV Mark 5:18 As Jesus was getting into the boat, the man who had been demon-possessed begged to go
with him.

ASV Mark 5:18 And as he was entering into the boat, he that had been possessed with demons besought him
that he might be with him.

CSB Mark 5:18 As He was getting into the boat, the man who had been demon-possessed kept begging Him
to be with Him.

NKJ Mark 5:18 And when He got into the boat, he who had been demon-possessed begged Him that he
might be with Him.

NRS Mark 5:18 As he was getting into the boat, the man who had been possessed by demons begged him
that he might be with him.

YLT Mark 5:18 And he having gone into the boat, the demoniac was calling on him that he may be with him,

NAB Mark 5:18 As he was getting into the boat, the man who had been possessed pleaded to remain with
him.

NJB Mark 5:18 As he was getting into the boat, the man who had been possessed begged to be allowed to
stay with him.

GWN Mark 5:18 As Jesus stepped into the boat, the man who had been demon-possessed begged him, "Let
me stay with you."

BBE Mark 5:18 And when he was getting into the boat, the man in whom had been the evil spirits had a great

desire to come with him.

« was imploring Him: Mk 5:7,17 Ps 116:12 Lu 8:38,39 17:15-17 23:42,43 Php 1:23,24
= Mark 5 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

Parallel Passage:

Luke 8:38+ But the man from whom the demons had gone out was begging Him that he might accompany
Him; but He sent him away, saying,

THE MAN IN HIS RIGHT MIND
BEGAN TO PRAY

The old KJV says “Prayed him that he might be with him”

As He was getting into the boat, the man who had been demon-possessed was imploring Him that he might accompany
Him - Was imploring is in the imperfect tense indicating over and over he was asking to go with Jesus. "Gratitude would naturally
cause the man to cling to his benefactor." (Hiebert)

Demon-possessed (1139) see note on daimonizomai

Was imploring (3870) see note on parakaleo
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Mark 5:19 And He did not let him, but He said to him, ‘Go home to your people and report to them what great things the
Lord has done for you, and how He had mercy on you.”

Wouest - And He did not permit him, but says to him, Go into your home, to your own relatives, and bring back
tidings to them of such great things which the Lord has done for you, and of the fact that He had a sympathy
for you which issued in action in your behalf.

NET Mark 5:19 But Jesus did not permit him to do so. Instead, he said to him, "Go to your home and to your
people and tell them what the Lord has done for you, that he had mercy on you."

GNT Mark 5:19 kot 0K @ kev TV, A\ Ayel T, TTAYEEG TV OKV OOU TP G TO G OO0 G KX TT YYEIAOV X TO G
00 K I G OOl TTETTO NKEV K& A nNO V O€.

NLT Mark 5:19 But Jesus said, "No, go home to your family, and tell them everything the Lord has done for
you and how merciful he has been."

KJV Mark 5:19 Howbeit Jesus suffered him not, but saith unto him, Go home to thy friends, and tell them how
great things the Lord hath done for thee, and hath had compassion on thee.

ESV Mark 5:19 And he did not permit him but said to him, "Go home to your friends and tell them how much
the Lord has done for you, and how he has had mercy on you."

NIV Mark 5:19 Jesus did not let him, but said, "Go home to your family and tell them how much the Lord has
done for you, and how he has had mercy on you."

ASV Mark 5:19 And he suffered him not, but saith unto him, Go to thy house unto thy friends, and tell them
how great things the Lord hath done for thee, and how he had mercy on thee.

CSB Mark 5:19 But He would not let him; instead, He told him, "Go back home to your own people, and report
to them how much the Lord has done for you and how He has had mercy on you."

NKJ Mark 5:19 However, Jesus did not permit him, but said to him, "Go home to your friends, and tell them
what great things the Lord has done for you, and how He has had compassion on you."

NRS Mark 5:19 But Jesus refused, and said to him, "Go home to your friends, and tell them how much the
Lord has done for you, and what mercy he has shown you."

YLT Mark 5:19 and Jesus did not suffer him, but saith to him, 'Go away to thy house, unto thine own friends,
and tell them how great things the Lord did to thee, and dealt kindly with thee;

NAB Mark 5:19 But he would not permit him but told him instead, "Go home to your family and announce to
them all that the Lord in his pity has done for you."

NJB Mark 5:19 Jesus would not let him but said to him, 'Go home to your people and tell them all that the Lord
in his mercy has done for you.'

GWN Mark 5:19 But Jesus would not allow it. Instead, he told the man, "Go home to your family, and tell them
how much the Lord has done for you and how merciful he has been to you."

BBE Mark 5:19 And he would not let him, but said to him, Go to your house, to your friends, and give them
news of the great things the Lord has done for you, and how he had mercy on you.

=« Go home: Ps 66:16 Isa 38:9-20 Da 4:1-3,37 6:25-27 Jon 2:1-10 Joh 4:29 Ac 22:1-21 26:4-29
= Mark 5 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

Parallel Passage:

Luke 8:39+ “Return to your house and describe what great things God has done for you.” So he went away,
proclaiming throughout the whole city what great things Jesus had done for him.

GO AND TELL
THE STORY!

And He did not let (aphiemi) him - This is fascinating because this is the third request (Mk 5:10, 17, 18) made to Jesus in this story
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and the only one that was denied! This man sought continued fellowship with Jesus and was denied. But Jesus gives him a good
reason.

But - Term of contrast. But emphasizes that Jesus gives him a good reason to not follow Him.

He said to him, “Go home to your people- Go is a command in the present imperative and is very same command Jesus had
spoken to the demons which they obeyed by entering the swine (Mt 8:32+). The fact that Jesus says he was to go home implies this
man was not always demon possessed, and now was to return to his home as a changed man. Your people is translated your
friends (ESV) indicating a larger circle than just his immediate family. What a surprise this must have been to these people who had
undoubtedly long ago given up hope he would ever come to his right mind!

Go (5217)(hupago from hupo = under or denoting secrecy +ago = to go) most commonly means to go, to go
away, to withdraw one's self (e.g., of Jesus' departure from the world Jn 8:14, etc).

And report to them what great things the Lord has done for you, and how He had mercy on you- Yes the man was to show
them but Jesus adds he needs to tell them and to ascribe the glory to the Lord. While this could be as some commentators suggest
an allusion to the God of the OT, it is still reasonable to consider that Jesus is the one who did these great things and by implication
is Himself the Lord, the One Who had shown him mercy. Luke 8:39+ has "Return (present imperative) to your house and describe
(present imperative) what great things God has done for you.” So he went away, proclaiming throughout the whole city what great
things Jesus had done for him." Luke's version would support that this man considered Jesus to be God.

Hiebert on how He had mercy on you - this additional assertion reminded the man that the deliverance freely given him was an
undeserved expression of God'’s favor. Divine compassion, as a definite act, had granted deliverance. (Ibid)

Robertson - Certainly no people needed the message about Christ more than these people who were begging Jesus to leave.
Jesus had greatly blessed this man and so gave him the hardest task of all, to go home and witness there for Christ. In Galilee
Jesus had several times forbidden the healed to tell what he had done for them because of the undue excitement and
misunderstanding. But here it was different. There was no danger of too much enthusiasm for Christ in this environment.

NET Note - Jesus instructs the man to declare what the Lord has done for him, in contrast to the usual instructions (e.g., 1:44; 5:43)
to remain silent. Here in Gentile territory Jesus allowed more open discussion of his ministry. D. L. Bock (Luke [BECNT], 1:781)
suggests that with few Jewish religious representatives present, there would be less danger of misunderstanding Jesus' ministry as
political.

Had mercy (1653)(eleeo from eleos) means “to feel sympathy with the misery of another, especially such
sympathy which manifests itself in action, less frequently in word.” Describes the general sense of one who

has compassion or person on someone in need. It indicates being moved to pity and compassion by
tragedy. It is “the emotion roused by contact with an affliction which comes undeservedly on someone else”
(R. Bultmann)

Mark 5:20 And he went away and began to proclaim in Decapolis what great things Jesus had done for him; and everyone
was amazed.

Wuest - And he went off and began proclaiming publicly in the Decapolis, such great things which Jesus did
for him. And all were marvelling.

NET Mark 5:20 So he went away and began to proclaim in the Decapolis what Jesus had done for him, and
all were amazed.

GNT Mark 5:20 kax 1 ABev kKax p&xTO Knp 00elv v T Aekarm Ael O& TIO NOEV O T Noo G, K& TT VTEG
B podov.

NLT Mark 5:20 So the man started off to visit the Ten Towns of that region and began to proclaim the great
things Jesus had done for him; and everyone was amazed at what he told them.

KJV Mark 5:20 And he departed, and began to publish in Decapolis how great things Jesus had done for him:
and all men did marvel.

ESV Mark 5:20 And he went away and began to proclaim in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him,
and everyone marveled.

NIV Mark 5:20 So the man went away and began to tell in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him.
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And all the people were amazed.

ASV Mark 5:20 And he went his way, and began to publish in Decapolis how great things Jesus had done for
him: and all men marvelled.

CSB Mark 5:20 So he went out and began to proclaim in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him,
and they were all amazed.

NKJ Mark 5:20 And he departed and began to proclaim in Decapolis all that Jesus had done for him; and all
marveled.

NRS Mark 5:20 And he went away and began to proclaim in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for
him; and everyone was amazed.

YLT Mark 5:20 and he went away, and began to proclaim in the Decapolis how great things Jesus did to him,
and all were wondering.

NAB Mark 5:20 Then the man went off and began to proclaim in the Decapolis what Jesus had done for him;
and all were amazed.

NJB Mark 5:20 So the man went off and proceeded to proclaim in the Decapolis all that Jesus had done for
him. And everyone was amazed.

GWN Mark 5:20 So the man left. He began to tell how much Jesus had done for him in the Ten Cities.
Everyone was amazed.

BBE Mark 5:20 And he went on his way, and made public in the country of Decapolis what great things Jesus
had done for him: and all men were full of wonder.

=« Decapolis: Mk 7:31 Mt 4:25
= Mark 5 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

10 CITIES DENOTED IN BLACK

GOOD NEWS OF A DELIVERER
PROCLAIMED IN DECAPOLIS

This could be subtitled "Maniac Becomes Missionary."

And he went away and began to proclaim inDecapolis what great things Jesus had done for him - He did not argue or debate
with Jesus, but did exactly what He had asked him to do, always a good plan! Proclaim (kerusso) is in the present tense picturing

this man boldly heralding the news of Jesus his Deliverer. Notice the parallel with the previous verse which says great things the
Lord has done for you. Here we read what great things Jesus had done for him. What is the conclusion? The Lord is Jesus and
this man recognized Him as such. Jesus is Lord! The implication of the charge to proclaim in Decapolis would indicate that he was
likely widely known as the infamous Gadarene demoniac. Only Mark mentions Decapolis. Luke 8:39+ has "he went away,
proclaiming throughout the whole city what great things Jesus had done for him."

THOUGHT- Do we not see the mercy and grace of Christ in His leaving them man to give testimony of His
power to safe? Even in face of them asking Jesus to leave, He nevertheless left a credible witness of His great
power over the supernatural world. Robertson adds that "Thousands of like cases of conversion under Christ’s
power have happened in rescue missions in our cities."

Decapolis (1179)(Dekapolis from deka = 10 + polis = city) was a league of ten Greek cities, all of which,

except one, were located east of the Jordan River. he cities usually listed as belonging to the Decapolis were
Damascus, Canatha, Hippus, Dion, Scythopolis, Raphana, Gadara, Pella, Gerasa and Philadelphia. This was
a predominantly Gentile region. "In this predominantly Gentile area, the man’s report would not immediately
arouse excited messianic speculations as it would in distinctly Jewish areas. How much of the area the man
covered is not certain." (Hiebert) Decapolis is found 3x in the NT - Matt. 4:25 = "Large crowds followed Him
from Galilee and the Decapolis and Jerusalem and Judea and from beyond the Jordan."; Mk. 5:20; Mk. 7:31 =
"Again He went out from the region of Tyre, and came through Sidon to the Sea of Galilee, within the region of
Decapolis.”

Hiebert explains why Jesus did not ask the man to be silent about this miraculous deliverance when other times He had. - The
reasons for the silence usually asked of recipients of Jesus’ miraculous benefits (cf. Mk 1:44; 5:43; 7:36) did not apply in this case.
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The man would be spreading the message in an area where Jesus would not Himself be working; the publicity would not hinder His
ministry in Galilee. The order left behind a message of His grace in a place where Jesus had been asked to leave." (Gospel of Mark:
An Expositional Commentary)

Began to proclaim (2784)(kerusso from kerux/keryx = a herald; kerugma = message preached ) means to
proclaim (publicly) or to herald or act as a public crier - the town official who would make a proclamation in a
public gathering. Kerusso was used of the official whose duty it was to proclaim loudly and extensively the
coming of an earthly king, even as our gospel is to clearly announce the coming of the King of kings and Lord
of lords (Rev 19:16+)! The Imperial Herald would enter a town in behalf of the Emperor, and make a public
proclamation of the message which his Sovereign ordered him to give, doing so with such formality, gravity,
and authority as to emphasize that the message must be heeded! (Think about this in regard to the Gospel of
God instead of the decree of a man! cf 1Th 2:13+). He gave the people exactly what the Emperor bade him
give, nothing more, nothing less. He did not dare add to the message or take away from it.

The Gospel is not a secret to be hoarded but a story to be heralded.
-- Vance Havner

And everyone was amazed - Only Mark mentions this result. The proclamation of his personal transformation produced
amazement. If any man could be a "poster child" for 2 Cor 5:17+, this demon possessed man could -- "Therefore if anyone is in
Christ, he is a new (kainos = brand new) creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come." The people knew
this man as wild, ferocious demoniac who was now a new creation in Christ! Hallelujah! Was amazed is in the imperfect tense,
indicating repeated amazement by all who saw the transformed man and heard his story of Jesus the Deliverer (Play My Deliverer by
Rich Mullins). One wishes Mark had recorded "and everyone believed" like John did when the Samaritan woman told her village
about Jesus and John wrote "From that city many of the Samaritans believed in Him because of the word of the woman who
testified, “He told me all the things that | have done.” (Jn 4:39, cf Jn 4:40-42).

Amazed (2296)(thaumazo from thauma [from thaomai = to wonder] = wonder, admiration) means to wonder,
marvel, be struck with admiration or astonishment. To be surprised by the unexpected. Thaumazo describes
the human response when confronted by divine revelation in some form (Mt 9.33). Be surprised (Gal 1:6). It
denotes incredulous surprise. Thaumazo was a rhetorical device used in law courts and politics to attack
things done by the opposition party.

Note that from amazed Mk 5:20 we will progress to completely astounded in Mk 5:43.

Spurgeon on the power of a transformed life - If you want to win souls follow up this line of things. Soul-winning is generally
accomplished not by argument, but by testimony. The best minister is a witness-bearer. Butler's Analogy is one of the most notable
works in defence of revelation, and it is eminently calculated to impress the student with the truthfulness of our holy religion; but |
should like to know whether there ever was a man, woman, or child truly converted to the Lord Jesus by Butler’s Analogy. | do not
think it. Nor do | depreciate the work on that account, for it has other uses which it admirably serves. This, however, | am certain of,
that a little book like The Dairyman’s Daughter, by Legh Richmond which is not worthy for a moment to be compared with Butler’s
Analogy as a display of intellectual power, has led thousands to saving faith in the Lord Jesus. That little biography of a peasant girl,
a mere nothing as to thought compared with the wonderful Analogy, has brought tens of thousands to the Saviour’s feet, where the
other has brought few, if any. What is the reason? The Analogy is a very clear and admirable argument, but The Dairyman’s
Daughter is a witness of what has been seen, and tasted and handled by one like ourselves. Heads are won by reasoning, but
hearts are won by witness-bearing. Our lines of things should be that of David—*| will declare what he hath done for my soul.” (Ps
66:16) Paul frequently repeated the story of his own conversion, for he knew of nothing more likely to convince and convert (Acts
22:4-21, 22+; Acts 26:8-23+).

ILLUSTRATION OF DEMON EXPULSION AND MISSIONARY ACTIVITY - Breakthroughs Among the So People - the So people
live along the Mekong River in Laos. There are many barriers to reaching them. They are very remote, and their language is mainly
an oral one; but that does not stop our Heavenly Father! He can touch lives that others cannot reach. Remember the story of
Jesus healing the demoniac in the Bible? When he was found and bound by chains, he broke them. When Jesus asked him his
name, the demon-possessed man replied, “Legion,” because many unclean spirits lived in him. Jesus commanded those demonic
spirits to come out of him. Jesus is still doing the same thing. In 2009 a man roamed the jungles by the Mekong River. He too
was possessed by demons. Finally, his neighbors captured and caged him. Like the demoniac in the Bible, this So man was
touched, healed, and delivered from demon possession. He was a transformed man. When he told others that Jesus saved him,
he was urged to recant, but he replied, “I can’t recant, not even a little bit.” Since that time 17 other families have come to
know Jesus, and there are now three churches. It takes a transformed life to witness to others and draw them to Jesus. Global

Prayer Digest - 6/4/2017).
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IEEUSTRATIONI- Years ago a farmer from the interior of China had come to a mission compound where a doctor had removed the
cataracts from his eyes. A few days after the farmer left, the doctor looked out his window and noticed the same man holding the end
of a long rope. In single file behind him, holding to the rope, were several dozen blind Chinese whom the farmer had rounded up and
led for miles to the doctor who had worked “miracles” on his eyes. Because his sight had been restored, he wanted others to
experience the same thing! That story illustrates the message of the dramatic encounter between Jesus and Legion, the demoniac.
(Steven Cole)

IEBUSTRATIONI- Some years ago an ophthalmologist, just fresh from college, opened his own business. Without friends, without
money, and without patrons, he became discouraged, until one day he encountered a blind man. Looking into his eyes, he said,
"Why don't you have your eyesight restored? Come to my office in the morning." The blind man went. When an operation was
performed and proved successful, the patient said, "I haven't got a penny in the world. | can't pay you." "Oh, yes," said the doctor,
"you can pay me, and | expect you to do so! There is just one thing | want you to do, and it is very easy. Tell everybody you see that
you were blind, and tell them who it was that healed you." That is what the ex-demoniac did. He heralded the news in Decapolis (The
Ten Cities), "and all the people were amazed" (cf. Mark 5:20). (Kent Hughes)

Brian Bell - Believers, we too have been cleansed(from our sin); clothed(in His righteousness); & commissioned(to tell the world our
story, & His story)!

« Q: Have you been cleansed & clothed?
« Q: How are you doing in your charge?
= Q: What great things has He done for you lately that you can tell others about?

Ps.9:1 “l will praise You, O Lord, with my whole heart; | will tell of all Your marvelous works.”

Prayer: Thank you for the adoption into Your wonderful eternal family! Allow the storms in our lives to strengthen us not shipwreck
us! Help us now cleansed & clothed, to fulfill our great commission!

Steven Cole - Christ commands those whose lives He has transformed to proclaim it.

If you've experienced His transforming power, then you've got to express it. It's at this point that many of us
fail. How do we communicate the changes Christ has made (and is making) in our lives? Most of us lack the
personality or gift to go out knocking on the doors of strangers to tell them about Christ. | would never take a
job selling stuff door-to-door. And, apart from the erroneous theology, | would never want to be a Jehovah’s
Witness! Yet, clearly, the Lord has called us all to be His witnesses. So how can we do it? There are two very
normal parts to proclaiming the message that every one of us can do:

A. Exhibit a transformed life.

People knew this guy as a naked, wild, violent maniac. But when they went out to see him, he was sitting
down, clothed, and in his right mind (Lu 8:35). There was obvious change.

Maybe you're thinking, “But | wasn’t a naked, wild, violent maniac before | came to Christ. | was raised in the
church. | trusted Him as a child. How can | show people that Christ has made a difference in my life?”

There are many ways.

= Our attitudes should show people that we are Christians. Do you have a cheerful, thankful heart, even in difficult times? Or, do
you grumble and complain? Paul says that if we do all things without grumbling or disputing we show ourselves as lights in this
crooked and perverse world (Php 2:15).

= What about your words? Do you encourage and build others up, or do you tear them down? Do you use foul language or is
your speech pure?

= And, what about your behavior? Are you self-centered or are you always thinking about others and how you can serve them?
Do you live for the same values and goals the world lives for? Do you blend in with the world or do you stand out as distinct?

If you walk in reality with Jesus as your Lord every day, your life will be a witness.
B. Return home and describe what great things God has done for you.

There are three things to note here:



(1) How do you go? You go with obedience and zeal.

It takes obedience. This man didn’t want to go home. He wanted to go with Jesus. Maybe he was a bit
disappointed at first. But he obeyed. He had exchanged masters. Before, he served a destructive tyrant. Now
he served a loving Lord. But sometimes our new Master asks us to do things we may not feel like doing. We
must obey, if we want to be His disciple.

It takes zeal. Jesus said return to your house, and Legion went throughout the whole city! Mark says that he
went to Decapolis, which was a region consisting of 10 towns! He was zealous to tell others about what Jesus
had done for him! Sometimes those of us who have been Christians for a long while need to stop and think
about how much the Lord did in saving us and to remember how desperately those who are without Christ
need Him. Legion was going to witness to normal people. They had never lived naked among the tombs. But
they were just as alienated from God as he had been. So he eagerly told them of their need for the Savior. We
need the same obedient zeal that Legion had.

(2) To whom do you go? Go to your house.

In other words, go back to the people who knew you before, to your family and friends, to the relationships that
you already have. The New Testament pattern for evangelism is that you go back into your own circle of
influence—family, friends, neighbors, job, school, common interest groups, and community contacts, and tell
them what great things God has done for you.

“Yeah, but they all know me!” That’s the point! That's why they have to see your transformed life. You go back
“clothed and in your right mind”! Live Christ before them and when they ask why you're so different, tell them!

(3) What do you say? Tell them your story and the gospel of God’s grace.

Tell your personal testimony: “What great things God has done for you” (Lu 8:39). Tell how you met Christ,
and what He has done in your life. All witnessing should have this personal element.

Explain the gospel:Who God is, who Jesus is, how we have sinned against God, what Jesus came to do as
the sin-bearer. A person needs to know the basic facts of the gospel before he can intelligently respond. Part
of the gospel involves telling them who Jesus is. | don’t know whether Legion fully understood the deity of
Jesus yet, but Luke wants his readers to make the connection. In verse Lu 8:39, Luke places the words God
and Jesus emphatically at the end of the sentence to link them. The great things God had done were one and
the same with the great things Jesus had done!

Emphasize grace: Every false religion in the world and every fallen sinner by instinct tries to approach God
through good works. If you try hard enough and do enough, maybe God will accept you. But Christianity is not
a religion of works, it is a relationship of grace. Grace means that God freely gives His salvation to those who
deserve His judgment, apart from any human merit.

“But, Legion, didn’t you put on some clothes before you went to Jesus?” “No! | ran to Him just as | was,
stark naked.”

“But Legion, didn’t you clean up and hide your bloody wounds before you went to Jesus?” “No! | looked
hideous.”

“But Legion, didn’t you try to get rid of your demons before you went to Jesus?” “No! The demons were
shrieking through my voice when | ran up to Him. He saved me just as | was, totally by His grace, not at all
through anything | did.” That’s grace!

Conclusion - John Wesley was once riding his horse, singing a favorite hymn, when a robber accosted him with the words, “Your
money or your life.” Wesley obediently emptied his pockets of the few coins he had and then invited the robber to go through his
saddlebags, which were filled with books. The disappointed robber was turning away when Wesley (who had much more presence
of mind than | had when | was mugged!) called out, “Stop! | have something more to give you.” The robber turned back and Wesley
said, “My friend, you may live to regret this sort of life you're living. If you ever do, remember this, “The blood of Jesus Christ, God’s
Son, cleanses from all sin.” The robber hurried silently away and the man of God rode along, praying that the word spoken might be
fixed in the robber’s conscience. Years later, at the close of a Sunday evening service, a man stepped forward and asked to speak
with Mr. Wesley. Wesley was surprised to learn that this was the man who had robbed him years before. He was now a well-to-do
businessman, but, better still, he was now a child of God. God had used the words spoken that night in his conversion. Taking
Wesley’s hand, he affectionately kissed it and said with deep emotion, “To you, dear sir, | owe it all.” “Nay, nay, my friend,” Wesley
replied softly, “not to me, but to the precious blood of Christ which cleanses us from all sin.”



Let me close by asking you the two questions again:

To what extent are you experiencing the transforming power of Christ? Has He changed your life through His
gracious gift of salvation? Is He continuing to change it as you walk with Him?

To what extent are you proclaiming the transforming power of Christ? Are you looking for opportunities with
those you know to tell them of the great things God has done for you and of the great things He will do for
them if they will come to Jesus just as they are?

Discussion Questions

To whom is it easier to witness: a total stranger or a family member? Why?

How can a person from a Christian home prepare a testimony when the changes since salvation haven’t been very dramatic?
How can we help a “good” sinner to see his need for Christ?

Is there a difference between making a decision to trust Christ and truly getting saved? If so, what’s the difference and how
does this affect our witnessing? (Luke 8:26-39 Christ's Transforming Power)

Eal A

Tell Your Story
Read: Mark 5:1-20

Go home to your friends, and tell them what great things the Lord has done for you, and how He has had compassion on you. —
Mark 5:19

An organizational consultant in New York says that his graduate students typically recall only 5 percent of the main ideas in a
presentation of graphs and charts, while they generally remember half of the stories told in the same presentation. There is a
growing consensus among communication experts about the power of the personal touch in relating an experience. While facts and
figures often put listeners to sleep, an illustration from real life can motivate them to action. Author Annette Simmons says, “The
missing ingredient in most failed communication is humanity.”

Mark 5:1-20 gives the dramatic account of Jesus setting a violent, self-destructive man free from the powerful demons that
possessed him. When the restored man begged to stay with Jesus as He traveled, the Lord told him, “?Go home to your friends,
and tell them what great things the Lord has done for you, and how He has had compassion on you.” And he departed and began to
proclaim in Decapolis all that Jesus had done for him; and all marveled” (Mk 5:19-20).

Knowledge and eloquence are often overrated in the process of communicating the good news of Jesus Christ. Never
underestimate the power of what God has done for you, and don’t be afraid to tell your story to others. By David C. McCasland (Our

Daily Bread. Copyright RBC Ministries, Grand Rapids, MI. — Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved)

Take control of my words today,
May they tell of Your great love;
And may the story of Your grace
Turn some heart to You above.
—Sees

Sharing the gospel is one person telling another good news.

Tell It!
Read: Mark 5:1-20
The man went away and began to tell . . . how much Jesus had done for him. Mark 5:20

The year was 1975 and something significant had just happened to me. | needed to find my friend Francis, with whom | shared a lot
of personal matters, and tell him about it. | found him in his apartment hurriedly preparing to go out, but | slowed him down. The way
he stared at me, he must have sensed that | had something important to tell him. “What is it?” he asked. So | told him simply,
“Yesterday | surrendered my life to Jesus!”

Francis looked at me, sighed heavily, and said, “I've felt like doing the same for a long time now.” He asked me to share what
happened, and | told him how the previous day someone had explained the gospel to me and how | asked Jesus to come into my
life. | still remember the tears in his eyes as he too prayed to receive Jesus’s forgiveness. No longer in a hurry, he and | talked and
talked about our new relationship with Christ.
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http://www.odb.org/

Let the redeemed of the Lord tell their story. Psalm 107:2

After Jesus healed the man with an evil spirit, He told him, “Go home to your own people and tell them how much the Lord has done
for you, and how he has had mercy on you” (Mark 5:19). The man didn’'t need to preach a powerful sermon; he simply needed to
share his story.

No matter what our conversion experience is, we can do what that man did: “[He] went away and began to tell . . . how much Jesus
had done for him.”

What has Jesus done for you? Tell it!
Let the redeemed of the Lord tell their story. Psalm 107:2

By Lawrence Darmani (Our Daily Bread, Copyright RBC Ministries, Grand Rapids, MI. — Reprinted by permission. All rights
reserved)

The Best Argument
Read: Mark 5:1-20
Go home to your friends, and tell them what great things the Lord has done for you. —Mark 5:19

As | talked with a skeptic about the moral standards of the Bible, | could tell that he remained unconvinced. Then | asked him if he
knew any cruel, greedy people who had become kind and unselfish when they became believers in Christ. His demeanor changed
abruptly when he admitted that he did know such people. | could tell that they were having a greater impact on him than he wanted
to acknowledge.

Many years ago the head of a rescue mission in London accepted the challenge to debate a well-known skeptic, but with this
condition: He would bring with him 100 people who would tell how believing in Jesus had changed their lives. He invited his opponent
to counter with witnesses to the benefits of unbelief. On the appointed day the believer came with his 100, but the skeptic never
showed up.

Even though we should be prepared to give a reasonable answer to a person who asks about the hope we have in Christ (1 Pet.
3:15), our Christlike character and conduct remain the strongest argument for our faith. In Mark 5, Jesus told the formerly demon-
possessed man to go home to his friends so they could see what He had done for him (v.19).

Are you telling others what Christ has done for you? By Herbert Vander Lugt Qur Daily Bread. Copyright RBC Ministries, Grand
Rapids. MI. — Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved)

You may be tempted to debate

To change another's view,

But nothing speaks more powerfully
Than what Christ did in you.
—Sper

When you know Christ, you'll want others to know Him too.

When Jesus Comes In
Read: Mark 5:1-20
Daughter, your faith has made you well. Go in peace, and be healed of your affliction. —Mark 5:34

In 1932, as the US was undergoing a financial breakdown, missionary Robert Cummings was suffering an emotional breakdown. As
he carried on his evangelistic ministry with his wife in India, he became obsessed by blasphemous and sinful thoughts so
overwhelming that he felt cast aside by God and eternally lost. Hospital care and therapy were of no help. His wife brought him back
to the US where he was placed in a private mental facility.

For 2 more years Robert underwent indescribable emotional agony. Then one morning he knelt beside his bed begging for relief.
God answered dramatically with the words of a poem by James Procter: My soul is night, my heart is steel—I cannot see, | cannot
feel; for light, for life | must appeal in simple faith to Jesus. ((c) Renewal 1937 Hope Publishing Company).

As Robert repeated those lines, peace surged through his soul. Dread vanished from his heart and he was filled with joy and
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gratitude. Then a hymn by William Sleeper welled up from the depths of his memory, which he sang with one significant change. For
him it wasn’t, “Jesus, | come to Thee,” but “Jesus has come to me.” By Vernon Grounds (Our Daily Bread. Copyright RBC Ministries,

Grand Rapids, MI. — Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved)

Play Jesus | Come
Into my bondage, sorrow, and night,

Jesus has come, Jesus has come;
Bringing His freedom, gladness, and light—
Jesus has come to me.

By God’s grace we may have been spared from extreme emotional distress. But all of us can join in singing praise to the One who
has come to bring peace to our souls.

God's dawn of deliverance often comes when the hour of trial is darkest.

Warren Wiersbe - “Return to your own house, and tell what great things God has done for you.” And he went his way and
proclaimed throughout the whole city what great things Jesus had done for him. LUKE 8:39

There are five prayers in this remarkable event in the cemetery, three from the demons (Luke 8:28, 31, 32), one from the local
residents (v. 37), and one from the healed demoniac (v. 38). The demons got what they asked for and so did the residents, but not
the healed demoniac, and his request was a good one. All he wanted to do was go with Jesus, but Jesus told him to go home and
tell everybody what the Lord had done for him. It’s clear that he was a new man, for he was clothed, sitting at the feet of Jesus, and
in his right mind. Why, then, didn’t Jesus grant his request and allow him to be one of his personal followers?

To begin with, Jesus didn’t “exhibit” new believers like entertainers at a sideshow. A few years ago, there was an epidemic of so-
called celebrity conversions in the United States, the thrust of which was “you should trust Christ because these famous people have
trusted Christ.” A. W. Tozer called this “the Wheaties approach to evangelism” because celebrities, especially winning athletes, were
often pictured on cereal boxes. But sinners should turn to Christ no matter what the famous people might do, and the fact that they
are rich and famous is a guarantee of nothing. Paul reminded us that “not many mighty, not many noble, are called” (1 Cor. 1:26). |
have personally met some of these people and they gave every evidence that their salvation was genuine, but, sad to say, many
others have fallen by the wayside and been forgotten. Note that Paul wrote “many,” not “any.” The rich and famous are saved by that
letter m!

Jesus sent the man home because the people there knew him best and his testimony would have a greater impact. They knew the
sad history of his becoming demonized, the reality of it and the agony of it, and they would have to admit that he was a different
man. It's interesting that Jesus told the healed leper not to say anything to anybody (Mark 1:43) but commanded the healed
demoniac to tell everybody. The word translated “proclaimed” in our text refers to the pronouncements of the herald of a king. Jesus
had commissioned him to carry the good news and he obeyed. Would that more of us followed his example!

This leads to a third reason he was sent home: he may have had some damage to repair. Was he married? Did he have a family?
Or was he living with his parents? The way he behaved at home and the way he left home (or was asked to leave) may have hurt
family relationships, and the Lord would help him make things right. One of our first responsibilities after trusting Christ is to “mend
fences,” or perhaps “take down fences.”

I’'m sure the Lord arranged for believers in his neighborhood to help him feed on God’s truth and grow in grace. Every new Christian
needs to fellowship with other believers who can explain the basics of the Christian life. | recall a well-known Midwest singer who
phoned to tell me he had trusted Christ. “What do | do next?” he asked. We met for lunch and | urged him to get into a good church
and have the pastor involve him in a discipleship program. Instead, he started a new organization, made recordings of his new
songs, and went from performance to performance—but never developed spiritually. Then he passed from the scene and we never
saw him again, though | tried to locate him. | wish he had heeded my advice. (New Testament Words for Today: 100 Devotional
Reflections)

John Butler - Commission for Service

“Return to thine own house, and show how great things God hath done unto thee. And he went his way, and published throughout
the whole city how great things Jesus had done unto him.” (Luke 8:39)

AFTER a man had been freed of demon possession by Christ, he “besought” (Luke 8:38) Christ to travel with Him. But Christ
refused the request and told him to return home and serve there. Our verse contains the commission Christ gave this man. It speaks
of the place of service, the proclamation in service, and the performance in service.


http://www.odb.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eTA39R_Mdso
https://www.amazon.com/New-Testament-Words-Today-Reflections/dp/0801015774

Place of service. “Return to thine own house.” The home is where all service and witnessing should begin. If you cannot live your
faith in your own home and community, you are not ready to testify for Christ elsewhere. Our faith ought to show up at home; and if it
is real, it will show up at home. God puts us in a place of service where it will be the most effective. This man would have a bigger
testimony at home than anywhere else because the people in his own home and town knew what this man was before Christ
changed him. This would make his testimony more effective here than anywhere else. They would know that his testimony was true.
In other cities, the people would not know if the man was really telling the truth or not; for they would not know about his past and so
could not verify the change.

Proclamation in service. “Show how great things God hath done unto thee.” The man was to speak about the great things God had
done, not about the great things the man had done. A number of ministers would do well to ponder this part of the commission, for
they seem prone to want to talk about themselves more than about the Lord.

Performance in service. “And he went his way, and published throughout the whole city how great things Jesus had done unto
him.” The man obeyed Christ’'s commission and had a great ministry for the Lord. And note the man was earnest in his performance,
for he “published throughout the whole city.” He may have been disappointed in the place of service, but he did not let that diminish
his dedication. (Daily Bible Reading, Volume 3: Sermonettes)

Mark 5:21 When Jesus had crossed over again in the boat to the other side, a large crowd gathered around Him; and so He
stayed by the seashore.

Wuest - And when Jesus had passed over in the boat again to the other side, a great crowd was gathered
together after Him, and He was at the seashore.

NET Mark 5:21 When Jesus had crossed again in a boat to the other side, a large crowd gathered around
him, and he was by the sea.

GNT Mark 5:21 Ko diomep oavtogTo noo [vT mAo T AIVEQT 1T pav ouv XBn XAOGTIOA G 1T TV, KX V
mop TV O Aacoav.

NLT Mark 5:21 Jesus got into the boat again and went back to the other side of the lake, where a large crowd
gathered around him on the shore.

KJV Mark 5:21 And when Jesus was passed over again by ship unto the other side, much people gathered
unto him: and he was nigh unto the sea.

ESV Mark 5:21 And when Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the other side, a great crowd gathered about
him, and he was beside the sea.

NIV Mark 5:21 When Jesus had again crossed over by boat to the other side of the lake, a large crowd
gathered around him while he was by the lake.

ASV Mark 5:21 And when Jesus had crossed over again in the boat unto the other side, a great multitude was
gathered unto him; and he was by the sea.

CSB Mark 5:21 When Jesus had crossed over again by boat to the other side, a large crowd gathered around
Him while He was by the sea.

NKJ Mark 5:21 Now when Jesus had crossed over again by boat to the other side, a great multitude gathered
to Him; and He was by the sea.

NRS Mark 5:21 When Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the other side, a great crowd gathered around
him; and he was by the sea.

YLT Mark 5:21 And Jesus having passed over in the boat again to the other side, there was gathered a great
multitude to him, and he was near the sea,

NAB Mark 5:21 When Jesus had crossed again (in the boat) to the other side, a large crowd gathered around
him, and he stayed close to the sea.

NJB Mark 5:21 When Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the other side, a large crowd gathered round him
and he stayed by the lake.

GWN Mark 5:21 Jesus again crossed to the other side of the Sea of Galilee in a boat. A large crowd gathered
around him by the seashore.



BBE Mark 5:21 And when Jesus had gone over again in the boat to the other side, a great number of people
came to him: and he was by the sea.

=« Mt9:1 Lu 8:40
= Mark 5 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

Parallel Passages:

Matthew 9:18+ While He was saying these things to them, a synagogue official came and bowed down before
Him, and said, “My daughter has just died; but come and lay Your hand on her, and she will live.”

Luke 8:40+ And as Jesus returned, the people welcomed Him, for they had all been waiting for Him.

THE MAIN ATTRACTION
THE MAN JESUS

In this next section from Mk 5:21-43 we see two additional miracles in hopeless cases, one miracle over disease and the second
over death. Mk 5:21-24 is the appeal of Jairus to Jesus, Mk 5:25-34 the miracle in the woman touching the fringe of Jesus and Mk
5:35-43 the miracle of raising Jairus' daughter from the dead.

Hendriksen compares the three accounts (Matthew 9:23-26; Mark 5:35-43) of these 2 miracles - Mark alone, in his very lengthy
account, represents Jairus as using the term of endearment "my little daughter" (Mk 5:23), pictures a vast crowd "thronging" or
"pressing upon" Jesus (Mk 5:24), relates that Jesus paid no attention to the message delivered to Jairus, "Your daughter is dead..."
(MK 5:35, 36), emphasizes the weeping and wailing that was going on among the mourners (Mk 5:38, 39), reports the Aramaic
words spoken by Jesus to the child (Mk 5:41), and adds that the girl, brought back from the dead, walked (Mk 5:42). Several items
are common to Mark and Luke, though not found in Matthew. Thus we are told that the name of the ruler was Jairus (Mark 5:22;
Luke 8:41), that Jairus made his first request before the child had died (Mark 5:23; Luke 8:42), that she was about twelve years of
age (Mark 5:42; Luke 8:42), that Peter, James, and John, and also the child's parents were with Jesus when he performed the
miracle (Mark 5:37, 40; Luke 8:51), and that Jesus did not want the news of this miracle to spread (Mark 5:43; Luke 8:56). It is Luke
alone who reports that the daughter was an only child (Lk 8:42), and that Jesus did indeed hear the remark to which he paid no
attention (Lk 8:50). In all the three accounts the story of the bringing back to life of the daughter of Jairus is interrupted by that of the
healing of the woman who touched Christ's garment. (Baker New Testament Commentary — Exposition of the Gospel According to
Mark)

Daniel Akin - This text has what we call a “sandwich structure.” Jarius (Mk 5:21-24) — The suffering woman (Mk 5:24-34) — Jarius
(Mk 5:35-43). It is two stories wrapped up in one big story. The purpose is to make comparisons and draw contrast. We will see a
number of common themes in these 2 stories that are also found in the stories of Jesus calming the sea (Mk 4:35-41) and His
healing of the demon-possessed (Mk 5:1- 20). 2 immediately stand out: 1) Jesus cares for those in trouble and 2) Jesus is the
omnipotent God! He has authority over what is impossible for you and me. Nature, demons, diseases and even death surrender
completely and immediately to His sovereign authority. (Sermon)

Hiebert points out that "Mark and Luke placed these miracles immediately after the cure of the Gerasene demoniac, but Matthew
placed several occurrences between them and expressly connected these two miracles with Jesus’ teaching concerning fasting (Mt
9:18). Mark placed all of Matthew’s intervening events earlier. It is another clear instance of the fact that the Gospel writers did not
record all of their material in strict chronological sequence.” (Gospel of Mark: An Expositional Commentary)

When Jesus had crossed over again in the boat to the other side- In the story of the healing of the Gadarene demoniac recall
Jesus was on the eastern side of Galilee (Mk 5:1-2+, see map above) and so the other side is about 6 miles to the western to
northwestern shore of the Sea of Galilee. Boat is ploion, the same word used to describe the boat in in Mk 5:2+.

A large crowd gathered around Him - Large crowd - see Mk 3:7, 8, 9, 20, 32: 4:1, 36. This reception on the eastern shore is in
stark contrast to the rejection on the western shore! Luke 8:40+ adds that "The people welcomed (apodechomai from dechomai =
"put out the welcome mat") Him for they had all been waiting for Him." Robertson comments that waiting (prosdokao in present
tense) is "an old verb for eager expectancy, a vivid picture of the attitude of the people towards Jesus. Driven from Decapolis, he is
welcomed in Capernaum." Why did such a large crowd gather to welcome Jesus? One can only surmise that His miraculous
healings had gripped their attention. The Greek word for around is epi which more literally means upon or unto and pictures the
throng pressing in on Him. One wishes they had not just pressed in physically but pressed in (so to speak) spiritual, pressing into to
the gospel He spoke, but such was not to be the case. They wanted the temporal benefits from Him, but not the blessing of eternal
life. People still seek Jesus for the wrong reasons!
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Hiebert comments that "Gathered renders the aorist passive verb, “‘was gathered,” and indicates that what they knew and had
heard, as an irresistible urge, drew them out. Unto (around) him implies that the crowd pressed closely upon His person." (Gospel
of Mark: An Expositional Commentary)

And so He stayed by the seashore- Presumably they crowded Him so that He could not venture away from the shore. It is
interesting that Jesus' arrival was so expected that the people came to Him before He could get beyond the shore. We can't say for
sure how they knew He was arriving for there were no text messages or Iphones to call ahead. Recall that there had been other
boats that went with Him when He departed (Mk 4:36+) and it is conceivable that one of those boats had gone on ahead to spread
the word of Jesus' return. Of course they would also have told the story of Jesus power over the wind and sea as well as over the
demonic world. This would have created quite a stir. It is also possible that someone on the shore recognized Jesus' boat from
a distance and spread the news through the town like wildfire.

Mark 5:22 One of the synagogue officials named Jairus came up, and on seeing Him, fell at His feet

Wuest And there comes one of the synagogue rulers, by name, Jairus; and having seen Him, he falls at His
feet,

NET Mark 5:22 Then one of the synagogue rulers, named Jairus, came up, and when he saw Jesus, he fell at
his feet.

GNT Mark 5:22 kot peTon € G TV PXIOUVAY YWV, V POT TPOG, KX O V O(T V TT TITEl TP G TO G 1 &0G O TO

NLT Mark 5:22 Then a leader of the local synagogue, whose name was Jairus, arrived. When he saw Jesus,
he fell at his feet,

KJV Mark 5:22 And, behold, there cometh one of the rulers of the synagogue, Jairus by name; and when he
saw him, he fell at his feet,

ESV Mark 5:22 Then came one of the rulers of the synagogue, Jairus by name, and seeing him, he fell at his
feet

NIV Mark 5:22 Then one of the synagogue rulers, named Jairus, came there. Seeing Jesus, he fell at his feet

ASV Mark 5:22 And there cometh one of the rulers of the synagogue, Jairus by name; and seeing him, he
falleth at his feet,

CSB Mark 5:22 One of the synagogue leaders, named Jairus, came, and when he saw Jesus, he fell at His
feet

NKJ Mark 5:22 And behold, one of the rulers of the synagogue came, Jairus by name. And when he saw Him,
he fell at His feet

NRS Mark 5:22 Then one of the leaders of the synagogue named Jairus came and, when he saw him, fell at
his feet

YLT Mark 5:22 and lo, there doth come one of the chiefs of the synagogue, by name Jairus, and having seen
him, he doth fall at his feet,

NAB Mark 5:22 One of the synagogue officials, named Jairus, came forward. Seeing him he fell at his feet
NJB Mark 5:22 Then the president of the synagogue came up, named Jairus, and seeing him, fell at his feet

GWN Mark 5:22 A synagogue leader named Jairus also arrived. When he saw Jesus, he quickly bowed down
in front of him.

BBE Mark 5:22 And one of the rulers of the Synagogue, Jairus by name, came, and seeing him, went down at
his feet,

= came up: Mt 9:18,19 Lu 8:41,42

= One of the synagogue officials: Lu 13:14 Ac 13:15 18:8,17

= fell at His feet: Mk 5:33 Mt 2:11 Lu 5:8 8:28 Ac 10:25,26 Rev 22:8
= Mark 5 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

Parallel Passages:
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Matthew 9:18+ While He was saying these things to them, a synagogue official came and bowed down before
Him, and said, “My daughter has just died; but come and lay Your hand on her, and she will live.”

Luke 8:41+ And there came a man named Jairus, and he was an official of the synagogue; and he fell at
Jesus’ feet, and began to implore Him to come to his house;

JAIRUS KNOWS JESUS IS
THE MAN FOR THE JOB!

One of the synagogue officials nhamed Jairus came up - NAS omits translation of the conjunction kai which is context indicates
sequence and thus is translated "then" by the NLT, ESV, NIV, and NRSV.KJV has "behold" but the Greek word idou is only found in
the Textus Receptus, not in the modern manuscripts. The phrase one of the synagogue officials suggests they may have been
more than one official (there were often from 3-7 in a Jewish synagogue). Wuest explains that "Acts 13:14-15+ makes it clear that a
single synagogue had a number of rulers. Their duties were to select the readers or teachers in the synagogue, to examine the
discourses of the public speakers, and to see that all things were done with decency and in accordance with ancestral usage.”
Matthew 9:18+ calls Jairus an "official" (archon) but does not give his name, while Lk 8:49+ gives his nhame and refers to him as a
"synagogue official" like Mark. While we do not know for certain it is very possible thatJairus was at the synagogue when Jesus
cast out a demon (Mk 1:21-28+) and thus would have had first hand knowledge of Jesus supernatural power! In any event, Jairus
knew Jesus was the Man he needed to contact regarding his gravely ill daughter!

Alan Carr comments that Mark 4:35-5:43 This section of Mark’s Gospel is filled with impossible cases. It has
been called the Home Of The Hopeless. There are four impossible, hopeless situations recounted in Mark
4:35-5:43. There is the Troubled Sea, the Tormented Sinner, the Traumatized Sufferer, and the Tragedy of
the Schoolgirl.is filled with impossible cases. It has been called the Home Of The Hopeless. There are four
impossible, hopeless situations recounted in Mark 4:35-5:43. There is the Troubled Sea, the Tormented Sinner,
the Traumatized Sufferer, and the Tragedy of the Schoolgirl. Each case is hopeless! The disciples thought they
were going to die in the storm, Mark 4:38, but Jesus was able to calm the storm with a simple command. No
one could tame the demoniac, but Jesus set him free from his bondage with a simple command. As we move
through the rest of the events in this chapter we will soon discover that Jesus is more than adequate for every
situation. There are no incurables with Him. There are no hopeless situations with the Lord! Your situation is
not hopeless! Your loved ones are not hopeless! (Sermon)

Luke 8:42+ adds thatthe crowds were pressing against Him where were pressing is in the imperfect tense, picturing them
pushing and shoving up against Jesus. In fact were pressing emphatically depicts the crowds pressing in so hard that one could
hardly breathe! What a scene this must have been, and how frustrated Jairus must have been because this pressing crowd clearly
impeded Jairus ability to get to Jesus and then also impeded Jesus' ability to go to the aid of his daughter quickly.

“x

JAIRUS' NAME - Jairus (pronounced Ja-i-rus with emphasis on “) was an official in charge of the
synagogue in Capernaum and his name means something like "Jehovah Enlightens." Evans has an interesting
comment that Jairus "in Hebrew means “he will awaken” [cf. 1 Chr 20:5], and so may have been understood
as a portent of things to come." Hiebert says Jairus is the Greek form "of the Hebrew name Jair, meaning
“He will give light.”" Stein comments that "Jairus is the Greek form of the name “Jair” (Nu 32:41; Dt 3:14; Josh
13:30; 1 Chr 20:5). Some scholars have sought to find symbolism in this name because Jair means he [God]

will awaken , which fits Luke 8:52 nicely, but none of the Evangelists made any allusion to this. If Luke wanted
Theophilus to see such a symbolism based on this Hebrew meaning, he would have needed to do something
similar to what we find Matt 1:21." (NAC-LKk)

While Jairus is not called a Pharisee, as a synagogue leader he would have had significant contact with the Pharisees and in such
a setting would have been acutely aware of their intense hatred of Jesus, which makes his act of prostrating himself before Jesus all
that much more surprising. One thinks of the old adage that necessity is the mother of invention (not to imply that his show of respect
was a sham, but that in part it was driven by his dire need).

MacArthur - None of the gospel writers identify Jairus as a member of the Pharisees. Even so, his position in the synagogue meant
he was intimately connected with the Pharasaic establishment of Capernaum. He was undoubtedly aware of the hatred the religious
leaders had toward Jesus. Yet, he was willing to very publicly seek His help. (MNTC-Mk)

THE GREAT HUMILITY
OF JAIRUS
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This recalls the wisdom from above (James 3:17,18+) of James -

But He gives a greater grace. Therefore it says, “GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUTGIVES GRACE
TO THE HUMBLE."...Humble yourselves in the presence of the Lord, and He will exalt you. (James 4:6, 10+)

And on seeing Him, fell at His feet- Compare the response of demoniac when he saw Jesus "he ran up and bowed down
(proskuneo) before Him" (Mk 5:6+). We do not know how Jairus felt about Jesus prior to this event, but his personal catastrophe
created a pressing crisis and a critical need. And so Jairus turned to Jesus in desperation, which is not a bad place to turn when

you're in a bad place! Fell (pipto) at His feet parallels Matthew's use of the verb proskuneo (which is often translated “worshiped’
- Mt. 4:10; Jn 4:21-24; 1 Cor 14:25; Rev 4:10) and emphasizes Jairus recognition of great need and of Jesus great authority. Here

was a ruler of the Jewish synagogue, humbling himself before his fellow Jews in an act of homage and reverence. Jairus' boldness
is a striking contrast "a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews," (Jn 3:1+) who came to Jesus by night (Jn
3:2+) I Jairus came openly, Nicodemus covertly. Hiebert says "In his distress, he publicly prostrated himself before Jesus in
recognition of His superiority."

Alan Carr - We are told that this man is a “ruler of the synagogue”. That is, he is a man of prominence, position, prestige, privilege,
prosperity and power in the community. He was a man who had it all, The word “fell” means “to descend from a higher place to a
lower.” Jairus came down from his lofty perch to humble himself before the Lord.

Spurgeon - It was an unusual thing for a ruler of the synagogue to be at the feet of Jesus, yet that is the best place for us all. If God
has placed any of you m an eminent position, it will well become you to fall at the feet of Jesus as Jairus did. There is no place more
suitable, no place more honourable, no place more profitable, than at the feet of Jesus. What brought Jairus there? It was his great
necessity; and that is what will bring us there, a sense of our great need.

Mark records another individual with a "sick" daughter coming and falling at the feet of Jesus (a good place to be!) -

But after hearing of Him, a woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit immediately came andfell at
His feet." (Mk 7:25+)

Lockyer - one of these rulers had the moral courage to manifest his faith in Christ's authority, and the homage he paid Him is a
miniature anticipation of the universal adulation He will yet receive (Romans 14:11+). Trouble, a common heritage, attracted him to
the Man of Sorrows, acquainted with human grief, and in a greater Ruler he found relief.

Trials give new life to prayer;

Trials bring me to His feet,

Lay me low and keep me there.
Amen!

Life Application Study Bible has an interesting comment noting that "Many synagogue leaders had close ties to the Pharisees. It is
likely, therefore, that some synagogue rulers had been pressured not to support Jesus. For Jairus to bow before Jesus was a
significant and perhaps daring act of respect and worship."

Synagogue officials (752)(archisunagogos from archi - denotes rank or degree + sunagoge - synagogue)
was leader or president of a synagogue who was elected (and thus was respected) but was not a priest but a
lay person. His duty was to safeguard the scrolls, care for the facility, organize the synagogue school, and
supervise the readers, teachers, and those who prayed. Zodhiates adds "As there were several elders in
each synagogue, one of them was chosen, or appointed, ruler or rector of the synagogue. He governed all its
affairs, such as preserving order, and selecting and inviting persons to read or speak in the assembly. The
presiding elder was called archisunagogos, though the name is sometimes applied to all elders (Mt.
5:22, 35, 36, 38; Lk 8:49; 13:14; Acts 13:15; 18:8, 17). We do not know how many such rulers were in each
synagogue, but it seems that there were more than one. Multiple rulers of the synagogue are mentioned
in Mark 5:22 (cf. Acts 13:15)." (Complete Word Study Dictionary)

THOUGHT - Notice thatfell at Jesus' feet clearly implying that Jairus the ruler of the synagogue was
doing so as an act of worship. And just as important to note is that Jesus received this "act of worship."
Contrast the reaction of the angel addressing the apostle John who wrote "Then | (JOHN) fell at his feet to
worship him. But he said to me, “Do not do (present imperative with a negative) that; | am a fellow
servant of yours and your brethren who hold the testimony of Jesus; worship (proskuneo in the aorist
imperative) God. For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.” (Rev 19:10+) Again John writes "I,
John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when | heard and saw, | fell down to worship at
the feet of the angel who showed me these things. But he *said to me, “Do not do that. | am a fellow
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servant of yours and of your brethren the prophets and of those who heed the words of this book.
Worship (proskuneo in the aorist imperative) God.” (Rev 22:8-9+) So not only are angels not to be
worshiped but men are not to be worshiped Luke recording that "When Peter entered, Cornelius met him,
and fell (pipto)at his feet and worshiped (proskuneo) him. But Peter raised him up, saying, ‘Stand
up (aorist imperative); | too am just a man.” (Acts 10:25-26+). So what is the clear conclusion of Jairus'
act/action? Jesus is not a mere man, but is the God-Man, the only Man Who is worthy to be bowed down
to and worshiped! How many times do we hear skeptics declare "Jesus never claimed to be God." Clearly,
in this passage Jesus' action of receiving the worship of Jairus is tantamount to His declaration that He is
in fact God!

MARK 5:21-43: TWO MIRACLES

TWO CONTRASTING PERSONALITIES
TWO THINGS IN COMMON

A DESPERATE NEED & FAITH IN JESUS

A Man A Woman
Wealthy Poor
Respected Rejected

Synagogue Ruler

Anonymous "Nobody"

Honored

Ashamed

Leader of synagogue

Shut out of the synagogue

Wealthy

Bankrupt

Came to Jesus submissively

Came to Jesus secretly

One with 12yo child

One with 12 yr hemorrhage

12 years of Delight

12 years of Despair

All His Needs Met
At the Feet of Jesus

All Her Needs Met
At the Feet of Jesus

DEAR READER:
ALL YOUR NEEDS MET
AT THE FEET OF JESUS!

Mark 5:23 and implored Him earnestly, saying, “My little daughter is at the point of death; please come and lay Your hands
on her, so that she will get well and live.”

Wouest and begs Him earnestly, saying, My little daughter is at the point of death. Come, place your hands
upon her in order that she might be saved and live.

NET Mark 5:23 He asked him urgently, "My little daughter is near death. Come and lay your hands on her so
that she may be healed and live."

GNT Mark 5:23 kot mopokoAe oTv MOA Aywv T T Buy Tpiv pou Ox TwG Xe&l, voe ABv 1B ¢ TG XE pog
oT v owb ka Co.

NLT Mark 5:23 pleading fervently with him. "My little daughter is dying," he said. "Please come and lay your
hands on her; heal her so she can live."

KJV Mark 5:23 And besought him greatly, saying, My little daughter lieth at the point of death:/ pray thee,
come and lay thy hands on her, that she may be healed; and she shall live.

ESV Mark 5:23 and implored him earnestly, saying, "My little daughter is at the point of death. Come and lay
your hands on her, so that she may be made well and live."

NIV Mark 5:23 and pleaded earnestly with him, "My little daughter is dying. Please come and put your hands
on her so that she will be healed and live."

ASV Mark 5:23 and beseecheth him much, saying, My little daughter is at the point of death: | pray thee, that
thou come and lay thy hands on her, that she may be made whole, and live.
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CSB Mark 5:23 and kept begging Him, "My little daughter is at death's door. Come and lay Your hands on her
so she can get well and live."

NKJ Mark 5:23 and begged Him earnestly, saying, "My little daughter lies at the point of death. Come and lay
Your hands on her, that she may be healed, and she will live."

NRS Mark 5:23 and begged him repeatedly, "My little daughter is at the point of death. Come and lay your
hands on her, so that she may be made well, and live."

YLT Mark 5:23 and he was calling upon him much, saying -- 'My little daughter is at the last extremity -- that
having come, thou mayest lay on her thy hands, so that she may be saved, and she shall live;'

NAB Mark 5:23 and pleaded earnestly with him, saying, "My daughter is at the point of death. Please, come
lay your hands on her that she may get well and live."

NJB Mark 5:23 and begged him earnestly, saying, 'My little daughter is desperately sick. Do come and lay your
hands on her that she may be saved and may live.

GWN Mark 5:23 He begged Jesus, "My little daughter is dying. Come, lay your hands on her so that she may
get well and live."

BBE Mark 5:23 And made strong prayers to him, saying, My little daughter is near to death: it is my prayer
that you will come and put your hands on her, so that she may be made well, and have life.

= and implored Him earnestly: Mk 7:25-27 9:21,22 2Sa 12:15,16 Ps 50:15 107:19 Lu 4:38 7:2,3,12 Joh 4:46,47 11:3
= lay Your hands on her): Mk 6:5,6,13 16:18 2Ki 5:11 Mt 8:3 Lu 4:40 13:13 Ac 28:8 Jas 5:14,15
= Mark 5 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

Parallel Passages:

Matthew 9:18+ While He was saying these things to them, a synagogue official came and bowed down before
Him, and said, “My daughter has just died; but come and lay Your hand on her, and she will live.”

Luke 8:41+ And there came a man named Jairus, and he was an official of the synagogue; and he fell at
Jesus’ feet, and began to implore Him to come to his house; 42 for he had an only daughter, about twelve
years old, and she was dying. But as He went, the crowds were pressing against Him.

A PLAINTIVE PRAYER FROM
A PARENT IN PAIN

And implored Him earnestly - In essence he was begging Jesus. Have you ever begged Jesus, fallen on your knees with
your face on the ground and cried out...| mean REALLY BEGGED HIM? Notice that Jesus does not tell Jairus to stop crying out, to
stop demeaning himself (after all he is a respected synagogue official and begging is not becoming), but in fact responds to his
heart-felt cries -- Jesus was/is able to run to our aid upon hearing our cry too beloved (meditate on Hebrews 2:18+)...and He is the
same yesterday, today and tomorrow, beloved. Cry out to him beloved! (Take 3 minutes and praise Him that you canCRY
OUT!) (Heb 13:8+)

Daniel Akin says "His little girl is dying, and in spite of the growing opposition of the religious establishment, he bucks the trend and
comes to the only one He believes can save her." (Sermon)

NLT says "pleading fervently." Luke 8:41+ says Jairus" "Began to implore (imperfect tense = again and again) Him to come to his
house." Implored here in Mark is in the present tense indicating Jairus was continually imploring Jesus, which recalls Jesus' words
in the Sermon on the Mount in which He gave the Jews three commands - "Ask (present imperative calling for the asking, seeking
and knocking to be continual), and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you." (Mt 7:7+) The
idea of implored pictures Jairus as appealing to Jesus in supplication, even beseeching and begging Him with a deep sense
of urgency. Fervently is the adjective polus which means many, numerous, of great magnitude, plentiful, all descriptions which
would aptly describe Jairus' "large petitions." Jairus' "large petitions" reminds me of the words of John Newton's great hymn Come

My Soul, Thy Suit Prepare (listen to this vocal and be blessed!)

Come, my soul, thy suit prepare,
Jesus loves to answer pray'r.

He Himself has bid thee pray,
rise and ask without delay.
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Thou art coming to a King,

large petitions with thee bring,
for his grace and pow'r are such,
none can ever ask too much.

With my burden | begin,

Lord, remove this load of sin!
Let Thy blood, for sinners spilt,

set my conscience free from guilt.

Lord! | come to Thee for rest,

take possession of my breast;
there Thy blood-bought right maintain,
and without a rival reign.

While | am a pilgrim here,

let Thy love my spirit cheer;

as my Guide, my Guard, my Friend,
lead me to my journey’s end.

Show me what | have to do;
ev'ry hour my strength renew;
let me live a life of faith;

let me die Thy people's death.

Saying, “My little daughter is at the point of death (Literally, is at the last point; in extremis; at the last extremity, the "last gasp")
- Note that Matthew's version condensed the story to present at the outset what was really true before Jesus reached his house. (Mt
9:18+). Luke 8:42+ says she was his only daughter adds she was dying in the imperfect tense which could be translated “she was
beginning to die” or “was approaching death." (echo + eschatos = having reached a critical stage) At this point in the Mark's ver